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lilFE OF BARON TEENCK. 



I WAS bom at Konigsbeig, in Prussia, February 
16, 1726, of one of the most ancient &milies of the 
country. My father, who was a knight of the mili- 
tary order, lord of Great Scharlack, Schakulack, and 
Meicken, and major-general of cavalry, died in 1740, 
^er having received eighteen wounds in the Prussian 
^rvice. My mother, descended from the house of 
Derschau, was daughter of the president of the high 
court at Konigsberg ; she had two brothers, generals 
of infantry, and a third minister of state, and post- 
master gfflieral at, Berlin. After my father's death in, 
' 1740, she married Count liostange, lieutenent-colonel 
in the Kiow regiment of cuirassiers, with whom, 
leaving Prussia, ^he went and resided at Breslaw* I 
had two brothers and a sister : my youngest brother 
was taken by my mother into Silesia ; the other was 
a comet in the last-named regiment of Kiow ; and my 
sister was married to the only son of the agea General 
Valdow, who quitted the service, and wi& whom she 
lived in Brandenburg, on his estates. 

My ancestors, bodi of the male and female line^ 
^^areiamous in the chronicles of the north, among the 
. Iplmcient Teutonic knights, who conquered Courknd, 
^Pmssia, -and Livonia. 

I seek not} by this recital, to gain estimation, much 
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4 ^ LIFE OF BARON TRBNCK. 

less to yaimt of the accident of a noble birth, which, 
when unsupported by ct noble mind, I hold in sove- 
reign contempt. 

My reason for insisting on this circumstance is, 
thai it has been contested and denied by soipe, who 
deem high birth to be lite only test and staadarci of 
merit. 

I write not, however, to a circle ao naorow or ill- 
judging, but to the liberal and the wise — ^to the world 
at .large, hoping my story may afford useful lesspns 
of morality, inst)lring patience, hope, and fbrtitade. 
Enough therefore of, and for ever adieu to, my nobl6 
ancestry: what I have said is sufficient to rescue 
my children from all pretended obloquy, to show 
they are not vassals bom, atid, as I trust, to inspirit 
them with emulation, remembering the examples left:, 
by tlieir forefathers, and that their name is Trenck. "' 

By temperament I was choleric, and addicted to 
pleasure and dissipation : my tutors found this last 
defect most difficult to overcome ; happily, they werd 
• aided by a love of knowledge inherent in me, aH ^ 
emulative spirit, and a thirst of fanre, which disposi- * 
tion it was my father's caile to cherish. 

A too great consciousness of innate worth gavri 
me a too great degree of pride ; but the endeavottris 
of my instructor to inspire humility were not all lost \ 
and habitual reading, welRimed praise, and the plea- 
sures flowing frdm science, made the labours of studj^ 
at length my recreation. 

My memory became rematkable ; I was well read 
in the holy scriptures^ the classics, and ancient his- 
tory; ieas intimately acquainted with geography;; 
tould draw accurately, and learned fencing, ridingf 
and other necessary exercises. 

My religion was Lutheran ; but morality, and not 

» 
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•opentkiout bigotry, or cJuldish ban^ was taught bMb 
by my fether, and by the worthy .man tp whose oare 
he coTomitted the formiog of my }^eairii whose m^ 
flnojry I shall ever hold in veneration. WMie a boy^ 
I was enterjtfising in all the tricks of boys, and exer- 
cised my wit in crafty excuses ; the warmth of ray 
^passions, then and siterward, gave a satiric, biting 
cast to my writings, whence it has been imagined, by 
those who ki^w but little of me, I was a dangerous 
man ; though I waft conscious, thi« was a hasty and 
ialse judgmeoit. < 

A soidier himself, my father would have all his 
sons the same : thus when we quarrelled, we were 
not admitted to terminate our disputes in the common 
way, but were provided with wooden sabres, sheathed 

fith leather, and bmndishing these, contested blows 
r victory, while our father sat laughing, pleased at 
our valour and address. This practice, and the praises 
be bestowed, had the bad efiectof encouraging a dis* 
position which, with passions like mine, ought care- 
luUy to have been counteracted. 

Covetous of praise, and acf^ustomed to obtain the 
prize, and be tne hero of scholsisdc contentions, 
I acquired also the bad habit of disputation,- and of 
imagining myself a sage when little more than a boy. 
I be^came stubborn in argument; hasty to correct 
others, instead of patiently attentive; and, by my 
presumption, continually liabla to incite enmity. 

Gentle to my inferiors,'but impatient of contradie- 
tioi\, and proud of resisting power, I may hence date 
the origin of all my evils. The .abhorrence which I 
had of despotism, and its abuses, for the silent ao 
quiesoence- in which my educatk>n and book-4aught 
principles but ill fitted me, was an additional cause. 

How might a mai^, bow^ver great bis talents, imr 
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bued ^l3i the herok principles of HI^Hy, hope atl- 
vaacement and happinei^fl under the despotic a^d irod 
govermeht of Frederic ? I was taught neither to know 
nor avoid, but to despise, the whip of skvery. Had 
I learnt h^oerisy, craft, and meanness, I had long 
'since become field-^narshal, had beeti in quiet possest- 
sion of my vast Hungarian estates^ andhad not passed 
the best years of my Itfe in the dungeons of Magde^ 
burg. I wHs addicted to no vice ; I laboured in the 
cause of science, honour, and virtue ; kept no vicious 
company ; was never, during the whole course of my 
life,' once intoxicated ; was no gamester, ho consumer 
of time in idleness nor brutal pleasures ; but devoted 
many hundred laborious nights to studies that might 
make me useful to my country ; 'yet was I punished 
with a severity too cruel even for the most worthless 
or most villanous. 

I mean, in my narrative, to make candour and vera- 
city my guides, and never to conceal or screen my Ml* 
ings : I wish my work may remain an instructive and 
moral lesson to the world. Tet is it an innate and in- 
expressible satislkction^ that I am conscious of never 
having acted with ffuilt or dishonour, even to the last 
act of this distresinul tragedy. 

I shall say little more of the first years of my life, 
except that my fether, who had a tender afl^ction for 
me, took especial care of my education, and sent me. 
at the age o/diirteen, to the miwemty of Konigsbeigi 
where, under the tuition of Kowalewsky, my progress 
was rapid. There were fourteen other nobleman, of 
the best femilies, in the same house, and under the 
same master. 

The year following, that is to say in 1740, 1 had a 
quarrel with one young Wallenrodt, a fellow-student, 
much stronger and taller than myself, and who, de« 



* 

spisliftg ihy Weakneis, thought preset to give ttife i 
blow. I demanded ^isfax^tion-^he ccane tiot to thfe 
a^cmfted place, but treated my demand ^^Irith con- 
tempt ; and I, forg^Stting all farther re^et, procm^d 
a seicond, and dtHicked him in open d?iy. We fongtil^ 
and I had the foirtuhe to wound him twice; the fimt 
lime in the ann, the isecond in the hand. 

This affittr incited inquiry : — Doctor Ktiwalewsky, 
ottl* tutor, laid coiiiplaints before the uniTeristy, and 
I #38 condemned to three hours confinement ; but 
my grandfather and ^ardian, President Derschati, 
with whom I was a great fevouiite, was so pleased 
with my courage, that he instantly took me from fiiili 
house, and placed me undef Professor Christiani. 

Here 1 first began to enjoy full arid entire liberty ; 
jTimd from this worthy man I ieamt aM I know of cx^ 
perunental philosophy and science. He loved me as 
his own son, and Sometimes continued instrticting me 
till midnight. Under his auspices, 1742, 1 maintained, 
with great success, two public theses, although I was 
then but sixteen— en eflbrt and an honour till then 
unknown. 

Three days afler niy last public exordium, a con-^ 
ibmptible fellow, and professional bully, sought a 
quarrel with me, and, as I may say, obliged me to 
draw in my own defence, whom, on this occasion, I 
wounded in the groin. 

• This continued sucxsess highly inflated my valour, 
ahd from that time I began to vretir a sword of enor- 
mous length, and to assume the accoutrements and 
appearance of an Hector. 

Such was the eflbct of pinijiidieei^ ins{»red In youth, 
and Which would inevitably have made me a quarrel- 
some, dangerous man, had not the rectitude of my 
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heart, imek[ the extreme misems of wliiich I became the 
victimyfioom:eco(iiducted me to the path o^virtijte, 

Scarcel3r had a fortnight elapsed, after this last 
affitir, before I had another with a lieutenant of the 
garrison, one of v^y friends, whom I had insulted, 
who received two wounds in the contest* 

I ought to remark that, at this time, the university 
of Konagabeig was still higMy privileged. To 4send 
a challenge was held honourable ; and this wi^ not 
only permitted, but would have been difficult to ipr&- 
vent, o<msidering the great number of proud, hot- 
headed, turlfulei^t young nobility fromLivonia,«Cour«' 
Jand, Sweden, Denma^rk, and Poland, who cune there 
to study, and of whom there yre^ vfiore than five 
hund];pd. This brought the university into disrepute, 
and endeavours have b^en made to remedy the abuse. 
Men have acquired a greater extent of true know 
ledge, and have beg^n to, perceive that a university 
ought to be a place of instruction, and not a field of 
battle ; and that blood cannot be honourably shed, 
except in defence of life and country. 

In November 1742, the king sent his adjutant 
Hgeneral, Baron Lottom, who was rela.ted to my mo- 
.ther, to Konigsberg, with whom I dined at my grand* 
father's. He conversed much with me; and afbr 
•putting various questions, purposely to discover what 
my talents and inclinations were, he demanded, as 
if in joke, whether I had any inclination to> go 
with him to Berlin, and serve my country, as my 
ancestors had ever done : adding, that in the army, I 
should find much better opportunities of sending 
challei^pes than at the unSlersity.-*-Infiamed with the 
desire ofdistinguishing myself, I listened wkh ra|rture 
to the proposition) and in a few days we departed 
forJPotzdam. 



LI9B or Binoir fmtlfek:. 4 

On 'the morrow alter my arrmtt, I w«is predentin 
to ^e kisg, B» indeed I Md before h^eh in the yeai* 
1740, with the chamcter of being then on4 of the 
tndBt hxjpcftd youAs of the tmirersity. My recep- 
tion was most flatfering ; the jtAstnesie of my replies 
io the questibns he asbgd, my height^ figttre, and 
confidence, pleased him ; ^oid I soon obtainied pei^ 
mission to enter as a dadet in his body-gtiards, with 
a promise of quick peiferment. 

The body-girtifds formed, at this time, a model 
and school for the Prussian cavalry : l*hey consist* 
ed of one single squadron of men, sel^ted firosn ^ 
Whole army, and dieir unifdrm was the fliost splen- 
did Bl Europe. Two thousand rixdollars were tfe* 
cessaty to equip an officer : ilie euirass wibu» wholly 
plated with silver; ahd ^^ horse fumitlcre and w> 
coutiiements alone cost four huhcked rixdoUars. ' 

This squadron only (contained sit officers, an^ a 
liundred and forty*four men ; but there were alwayei^ 
ffily br sixty supernumeraries, and as many hon^l- 
for llie king koorporated all the most handsome 
m^ he found in these guards. The officers were the 
best taught of any the army contained ; the king 
himself was their tutor, and he afterwards sent them to 
instruct the cavalry in mano&uvtes they had learnt 
Their rise was rapui, if ttiey behayed well; but they 
Were broken for the least fiiuit, and punished by being 
sent to a garrison reganent it was likewise neces^ 
sary they should be tolerably rich, as well m possess 
Such talents as might be stiecessMly employed, both 
at court and in the army. 

There are no soldiers iii|be world who und^go 

so mtieh as this body«guard ; and during &e time I 

was in the service of Frederic, I oAeti Had not eight 

hours sleep in eight days. Exercise began at four itt 

w 
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4)je HMmiuig,, aftid experimenta veiPe maile of all the 
•Iterations the kipg meaat to introduce in hie cay-* 
ally. Ditcbfes of &f»e, four^ fire, six feet, and still 
wider, vmre leaiiedf till some one broke his neck } 
hedges, in like manner, were freed; aad the horse 
ran career, meeUof each titjher full fpeed, in a kind 
of lists of more than hal^a league in }engt^ We 
bad often in these ous. exercises,, several men and 
horses killed or wounded. • 

. It happened, more frequently than otherwise, that 
the same experiments were repeated afltef dinger with 
fresh horsey ; a!^d it was not uncommoa, at PotzdaiHi 
to. hear the alarm eounded twice, in a mght* The 
horses stood in the king^s stables; and whaev;Ciir 
had tyot dressed, ^nned himself, saddled his hbree, 
mounted, and appe^ed before the. palaee in eight 
minutes, was under arrest for foarteeiii>day8. 

Scarcely were the eyes closed before the larumpet 
again eounded, to acciBtom youth to vigilance. I 
lost, in one year, three horses, which had either 
broken their 1^ in leaping ditches, on died of icUigue; 

I cannot give a stronger picture of this servieei 
than by saying that the body-^guard lost more men 
and horses in oneye^'s peace, than they did durtag 
the following year in two batdes. 

We had at this time three stations : our service in 
the winter was- at Berlin, where we att^ded d)e 
openu and all public festivals ; in the spring we vrjeaee 
exercised at Charlottenbnrg ; and at Fotzdam, or 
who'eyer the king went, during the sununer. The 
six officers of the guard dined with the king, and on 
gala days with die que^ It may be presumed there 
was not at that time cm earth, a better school to. form 
an officer and a mail of the world than was the court 
ofBerlio* i 



I had Bcstet^ been flix> weeks a cadet before tSie 
kmf took me aside one da^ after l^.]wrade^ and 
having examined me near half aa^ hour on variovw 
fulijeetSy dottmaAded me U» come «id speak to him 
cti the morrow. 

His atteiiti<m was' to find wliether theaccowtA 
th^ had been given liim of my metamrf had not beat 
exaggerated ; and that he might be convinced, he £rst 
gave me the nantes of fifty soldiers to learn by role, 
wiiieh <I did 'in ^ve mitrates. He next repeated the 
swlneM of two letters, whieh I immediateljp^ composed 
in IVench and Latin ; ibfe one I wrol% the otherl 
dictated 

',Hie aillerwards or(kred me to trace, with prompt 
littfde, a knds4»^, from natuxe^ which I exeotited 
witk equal sneeess ; and he then gave me. a comec'ii 
eommission in his body-guards* ' 

Each maik of bounty from the monarch. in<»'eased 
aiiat^our already ipreat, mspired me. with gmtitude, 
and the first of my wishes was to devote my whole 
life to the servies <k my king and country. He spoke 
to^nl0 as a sovereign should cqpeak, like a father, like 
sne who knew well how to estimate the gil^s bsf^ 
stowed t»i me by nature ; and perceiving, or rather 
feeling, h0W much he might expect> from me^ became 
at once my instructor an^ my friend. 
' Thus did Ireniain ^ cadet only six weeks ; and 
few Prussians eaii vauht^ under the leign of Frederic^ 
of eqaal good fortune. 

The kic^ not oidy pitesented me witk a.coounbt 
sion, but equ^iped me sptoididly for the sendeeu 
Thus did I suddenly find m3rself a courtier, an'd an 
efileer in the iaiest,'b«ave8t) and bestHiisc^dined 
eoips in Europe. My good Ibrtune atemed unlimiledf 
wliett^ in die nonfib' of Aufust 174^ the king ssm 
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beted nte to go and iiutnjct the Sflfwim ^avafay in 
^ new ntt&ffiiiTreB, an honowr ne?er befoKB granted 
to a youth of eighteen. • 

I have already said we w^re gamaoA^ al Berlin 
during winter, where the officers' table ^vaa aft ocmsl^ 
and, as my reputation had pneeeded me^ no pei^gn 
whatever could be better reeeived tbenp, or litft axqvo 
pleasantly* 

Frederiic eommanded m^ to rieit the Jitonti whom 
he had invited to his eonrt : Maiipertlnat JordaOf 
La Mekrie^ aud Pollnitz, we're all my aeqnaitttanoew. 
My days were employed in the dotiee^ of an offic^r^ 
and my nights in acquiring knowledge. FoUnitv 
was mj ^de^ and the friend of my heart. My hap- 
^ness was well worthy beiqg enviedr la 174d, I 
was £ve feet eleven inches in height;. and nalure 
had endowed me with every requisite to. pleaae. I 
lived) as I vainly imagined^ without exciting ewmty 
or malice, and my niind was wholly oconpiad by tlui 
desire of earning well-founded fame. 

I had hitherto remained ignorant <^lQve, and had 
been toirified from illici,t connnerce^by beholding the 
dreadM objects of the hospital bA Potidaniu Dnrinf 
the winter of 1748 the nuptiab of his nnfes^'s sisin 
was celebrated, who was m^iQtrried to the king of Swe^ 
den, where she. is at present q«eendowager, mokhes 
oC the reigning Gustavus. I, aa officer of my corps, 
had the honour to mount guard, and escort her as hit 
as Stettin. Here first did my heart feel a passioii, of 
which, in the course of my histoiy, I shall have fre- 
quent oceitoion to speak. The object of my lov# 
was ona whom I can only remember at i^vaent with 
leverence; and, aa I write n^t romanee biH facts, I 
shall here hneitf say, ovm wcdb mutiny the $»! 
fruite of afiecti«ii« and thttt to this kouf I regret no 
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nisfartane, bo vmerjy with whkh, from a stock #o 
noble, my destinj wtt$ overshadowed. Amid the 
tumult inseparable to occasiona like these, on which 
it was my duty to maintain <»d^, a diief Ittd the ad* 
dress to steal my watch, and cut aw^y a part of the 
gold fringe which hung from the waistcoat of my 
uuifont) and afterwards tojescape uaperceiyed. ' This 
accident brought on me the laitlery of my ccnnrades, 
and. the lady alluded tOf tiieilBe took occasion to 
eoosole me by saying, '^ it should be her care that I 
should be no loser." Her words were aoaompanied 
by a look I could not misimderstand ; and a few days 
ai^r, I thought myself the happiest of mortals. The 
name, however, of this high-boom lady is a secret, 
which must< desomid with me to the grave; and 
though my mlence concerning this incident leaves a 
void in ^y life, and indeed throws obscurity over a 
part, of it which might else be clear, I would much 
rather mcur this reproach, than becocB» ungrateful 
toward my best friend and bene&ctr^Sv To her con- 
venation, to her pirudence, to the power by which she 
fixed my affections wholly txi herself, am I indebted 
for the improvraaent and polishijag of my bodily and 
mantal qi^ities* She aever despised, betrayed, or 
abandoned me, even ki the deepest of my distress; 
and my childmi alone, on. my death-bed, shall be 
taught the name of her to whom they owe th^ pre- 
. servatioa of tkair lather, and Oonsequently thdr own 
eidstence. 

I lived at this time perfbatly happy at Beilin, and 
highly esteam^d. The king todk every oj^poftunity to 
testify his apjj^robation ; my liiHtstresa supplied me 
with mofe mpney than I could expend;' and I was 
presently the best equipped and inade the gieatesl 
^gaxe of ai^ cMftcar ia ike whfi4e corps. , The alyle 
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in which I lived wasi remarked ; for I had only re« 
ceived from my fkther's heritage the estate of Great 
Scharlach, the rent of which was eight hlmdred doUaw 
a-year, which was &r jfrom sufficient to supply my 
then expenses. ^ My amour, in the mean time, re** 
mained a secret from my hest and most intimate 
friends. Twice was my absence fh>m Potzdkm and 
Chariottenburg discovered^ and I was pat under ar- 
rest ; but the lung seemed satisfied with the i^xeuse's I 
made, under pretext of having been hunting, and 
smiled as the granted my pardon. 

Never did the days of youth glide away with more 
apparent success and pleasure than during these my 
first years at Berlin. This good fortune was, alas ! 
also of short duration. Many are the incidents I 
might relate, but which I shall omit. My other ad- 
ventures are sufficiently numerous, without mingling 
such as may any way seem foreign to the subject. 
In this gloomy history of my life, I wish to paint 
myself such as I am ; and, by die recital of my suf* 
ferings, afiR>rd a memorable example to the world, 
and interest the heart of sensibility. I woiitd also 
show how ray fiital destiny has deprived my chfldren 
of an immense fortune ; and though I want a hun- 
dred thousand men to enforce and insure my rights, 
I will leave deihonstration to my heirs that they are 
incontestible. 

In the beginning of September 1744, war again 
broke out between the house of Austria and Prussia. 
We marched with all speed toward Prague, traversing 
Saxony without opposition. I will not relate, in this 
place, what the great fVederic said to me, with evi- 
dent emoticm, whoi surrounded by all his officers, 
on the morning of our departure from Potzdam. 

Should any, one be desirous of writing the lives 



of him and his q[)poiieni, Haria Thereia, without 
flattery' and without fear, lei him fpply to me, and I 
will xelate anecdotes most surporisinf on this subject, 
unknown to all but myself, and .which never must 
af^pear under my own name. 

All monarehs going to war have reason on their 
side ^lid the churches of both parties resound with 
prayers and appeals to Divine Justice, for the success 
of their arms. Frederic, on this occasion, ha^ re- 
Isourses to them with regret, of which I was a witness. 

If I am not mistaken, the king's anny came before 
Prague on the fourteenth of September ; and that of 
General Schwerin, which had passed through Silesia, 
anjved the next day on the other side of the Moldan. 
Jn this position we were obliged to wait some days for 
pontoons, without which we could not establish a 
communicatioa between the two armies. 

The height called Zischka, which overlooks the 
city, being guarded only by a few Croats, was in* 
stantly seized, without opposition, by some grena- 
diers ; and the batteries erected at the foot of that 
mountain, being ready on the fiflh day, played with 
such success on the old Ipwn, with bombs and red- 
hot balls, that it was set on fiie^ The king made 
every elSbrt to take the city, before Prince Charles 
could bring his army from, the Rhi^ to its reliefs • 

General Haasch thought proper to capitulate, after 
a siege of twelve days, during which not more dian 
five hundred men oi the garrison, at the utmost, were 
killed and wounded, though eighteen thousand men 
were made prisoners* 

Thus &r we had met with no impediment. The 
Imperial army, however, under the command of 
Prince Charles of Lorraine, having quitted the banks 
of the Rhine, was advancing to aave Bohemia. 
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Dutmg lh» camfoign we taw the enemy only tt 
a distance ; but thjH Anitiian l^t troop* being thritiA 
a« numerous as oitrB, ]|^yetited us from all foraging^ 
Winter was app^adyng ; death and hunger mad* 
Frederic determine to retreat, witiiout the least hqf^i? 
jfrom the eountries in our rear, which we had entirely 
laid waste as* we had advanced. The 'sererilJjMPf w 
season, in the numth of November, rendered the 
soldiers estcessively iisrpatieiit of theiir hairdi^ps ; an<^ 
aceustctoed to conquer, the Prussians wene ashamed 
of, and repined at retreat : the enemy's light troops 
facilitated desertion, and we lost, in a few weeks^ 
above thirty thousand mea. The pandours of tny 
kinsmafn, the Austrian Trenck, were incessantly at our 
heels, gave us frequent alarms^ did us great injury, 
and, by Iheir 'alertness, we never could make any 
impression upon Ihem with our cannon. Trenok at 
lei%th passed th^ Elbe, and went aixd burnt and de- 
stroyed our magazines at Pardubitx ; it was ther^ove 
resolved wholly to evacuate B<^mia. 

The king hoped to have brought Prince Chaike. 
to a battle, between Benneschmi and Kannupitx, but 
in vain : the Sax<^s, during the night, had erected 
a battery of thuee-and^^twenty cannon, on a mound, 
which separated Irwo ' ponds ; this was the precise 
road by which the king meant to make the attack. 

Thus were^we oblig»l to abandon Bohemia. The 
dearth, both for man and h(»ree, began to grow ex- 
treme. The weather was bad ; the roads and ruts 
weM deep; manges were continuid, and alarms and 
attacks from the enemy's light troops became inces* 
sant. The diseontent all these inspired was uni- 
versal, and tlus occasioned the great loss of the army. 

Under such circumstances, had Prince Charles 
continued to harass us, by ponming us into Silesia^ 
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had he made a winter campaign, instead of remaining 
indolently ^t ease in Bohemia, we certainly should 
not have vanquished him, the year following, at Stri- 
gau ; but he only followed at a distance, as £ur as the 
Bohemian fr<Hitiers. This gave Frederic time to re- 
cover, and the more effectually, because the Aus- 
triansJ^ the imprudence to permit the return of 
desertelis. 

This was a repetiticm of what had happened to 
Charles XII, when he suffered his Russian prisoners 
to return home, who afterward so effectually pun- 
ished his contempt of them at the battle of Pultowa. 

Prague was obliged to be abandoned, with con- 
nderableloss ; and Trenck seized on Tabor, Budweis, 
and Frauenberg, where he took pnacmers the regi- 
ments of Walrabe aud Kreutz. 

No one would have been better able to give a 
£ftithful history of this campaign tlian myself had 1 
room in this place, and had I at that time been more 
attentive to things of moment; since I not only 
performed the office of adjutant to the king, when he 
went to reconnoitre, or choose a place of encamp- 
ment, but it was, moreover, my duty to provide for- 
age for the head-quarters. The king having only 
permitted me to take six volunteers from the body* 
guards to excute this latter duty, I was obliged to add 
to them horse chasseurs and hussars, with whom I 
was continually in motion. } was peculisflrly fortunate 
on two occasions, by happening to come after the 
enemy, when they had left loaded waggons and for* 
age bundles. 

I seldom passed the night in my tent during this 
campaign : and my indefatigable activity obtained the 
fiivour and entire confidence of Frederic. Nothing 
so much contributed to inspire ma with emulation 
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as the |)ublic pratseB I received, knd my eatlnniata 
wished to peiforai wonders. The campaign^ Kow* 
ever, but ill supplied me with c^portonities to diq»lay 
my youthM ardour. 

At length no one durst leave the camp, notwiAi- 
standing the esctremtty of the dearth, becatise of the 
inhumerable clouds of pa&dourt and htissan^ that 
hovered everywere around. 

No sooner were we arrived in Silesia dian the 
king's body-guard was sent to Berlin^ Ihere t6 retnaiH' 
in winter quartenr. 

I should not here have mentioned the Bohemia& 
war, btif that^ while writing the history of my life, I 
ought not to omit acciddnts^ by which my &ture4qi« 
tiny wait influenced. 

One day while at Bennttchen, I was commanded, 
out with a detachment of thirty hussars and twenty 
chasseurs on a foraging party. I had posted my 
hussars in a convent, and gone myself with the duMh* 
seurs, to a mansion-house, to seize the carts nececK 
sary for the conversance of the hay and straw from a 
neighbouring farm. An Austrian lieutenant of hus- 
sars, concealed with thirty-six horsemen in a wood^ 
having remarked the weakness of my escort, taking 
advantage of the moment when my people were all 
employed in loading ^e earts first s^ed our sentinel^ 
and then feU suddenly upon them, and took them all 
prisoners in the very fiurmyard. At this moment I 
was seated at my ease^ beside the lady jof the man- 
sion-house, and was a spectator of the whole tramh- 
action through the window. 

I was ash«ned of, and in despair at my negl%ence. 
The kind lady wished to hide me when &e firing 
was heard in the fiirmyard. By good 'fortune >tl^ 
hussars, whom I had stationed in the conveaty had 
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letatvt from a peasant tliat there was an Austrian de*. 
tachment in the wood ; they had seen us at a dia* 
limoe enter the farrayard, hastily marched to our aid, 
and we had not been taken moxe. Ihan two miwitea 
before they urived. I cannot express the pleasure 
with which I put myself at their head* Some of thft 
eneray^ party escaped through a backdooov hut we 
made two-^odkwenty prisoners, with a keutenant of 
llie regiment of Kalnockibhen : they had two meB 
killed, and one wounded'; and two. men also of my 
chasseurs were hewed down, by the sabre, in the hay 
loft, where they were at werk. 

We continued iour Ibrage with more caation ailar 
this accident : the horses we had taken 8erved|, m 
port, 'to draw the carts ; and, after raisLgtg a eontri- 
nutioa of one hundred end fifty ducats on the eon- 
rent,' which I distributed among the soldios to 
engage them to «jlence, we returned U> the axny^ 
from which we were distant about two leagues* 

We heard firmg as we marched ; uid the foragers 
on all sides were skirmishing wi^ the enemy. A 
lieutenant and forty horse joined me ; yet, with this 
reinforcement, I durst not return to the camp, be- 
cause I learnt we were in danger fr^n more than 
^ eight hundred ptandours and hussars, who were in 
the pifdn. I therefore determined to take a long, 
winding, but secret route ; and had the good fortune 
to come safe to quarters, with my prisoners, and 
fivBHuid-twenty loaded carts. The king was at din* 
ner when I entered his tent. Having been absent all 
. night, it was imagined I had been taken, that accident 
having hi^pened the same day, to many otHers. 

The instant I entered, the king demanded if I ie» 
turned singly? ^ No, please your majesty," answered 
I ; ^ I have brought five-and-twenty loads of forage, 
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and two-and-twenty prisoners^ with their officers 
and horses." 

> The king then commanded me to sit down, and 
turning hiinself toward the Ehiglish ambasaabor, who 
was n^r him, said, laying his hand on my shoul- 
der, ^^ C^eH un matador de ma juenesse?^ [He is 
one of my young Hectors.] 

A reccmnoitring party was, at the same moment, 
m waiting before his tent ; he consequently asked 
me few questions, and to those he did ask I rej^ied 
tremblingly* In a few minutes he rose from table, 
gave a glance at the prisoners, hung the order of 
merit round my neck, com^landed me to go and take 
repose, and set oif with his party. 

It is easy to conceive the embarrassment of my 
situation ; my unpardonable negligence deserved that 
I should have been broken, instead of which I was 
rewarded ; an instance, this, of the great influence 
of chance on the a£lirs of the world. How many 
generals have gained victories by their very errors, 
which have been aflwwards attributed to their genius ! 
It is evident the serjeant of hussars, who retook me 
and my men, by bringing up his party, was much 
better entitled than -myself to the recompense I. re- 
ceived. On how many occasions have I since met 
with disgrace and punishment, when I deserved re-: 
ward ! My inquietude lest the truth should be dis- 
covered was extreme, especially recollecting how 
many people were in the secret; and my appre* 
hensions were incessant, 

. As I did not want money, I gave the Serjeants 
twenty ducats each, and the soldiers one, in order to 
insure thidr silence, which, being a &vourite with , 
th^n^ they readily promised. I however was detduc" 
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xiined to dedard the tralk ^ very fimt oppartoiiiyy 
and this happened a few days after. 

We were otk out muroh, and I, as comet, waa al 
the head of my company, when tkie king, adTaocing^ 
beckoned me to eome to him, and bade me tell bin 
exactly how the afiUr I had so lately been engaged 
in happened ? 

The ^[nestioii at first made me mistnist I was be* 
frayed ; bat, re^marking the king had a mildness in 
his manners, I presently recovered myself, and re* 
lated the exact truth, l saw the astonishment of his 
conntenance, but ^at the ^ame time saw he waa 
pleased with my sincerity. He i^poke to me fiwr half 
an hour, not as a king, \mt as a &ther, pnised my 
candour, and ended with the following words, which, 
while life remains, I shall never fovget-^^^ (Confide in 
the advice I give you ; dep^d wholly iqion me, and 
1 will make you a man.'' Whoever can feel mxf 
imagine how infinitely my gratitude toward the king 
was incrfeaeed by this his great goodness ; from thai 
moment I had no other desire than to live and die 
Cor his service. 

I soon perceived die confidence the king had in me 
after this explanation, of which i received v6ry frequent 
marks, the following winter, at Berlin. He permitted 
me to be present at hie conversations with the liteitfti 
of his court, and my state was truly enviaUe. 

I received, this same wint^, more tbim five hun- 
dred ducats as presents. So much happiness could 
not but excite jealousy, imd this began to be ma- 
nifest on every side. I had too little disguise for n 
courtier, and my heart was much too open and firank. 

Before I proceed, I will here relate an incident 
which happened daring the last campaign, and whi^ 
will, no «oubt, be read in th^ history, of Frederic. 



On the route^ while retreating through Bohemia^ 
the king came to Kollin, with his horse^ards, the 
cavalry piquets of the head-quarters, and the. second 
and third battalions of guards. We had only four 
field-pieces, and our squadron was stationed in 
one of th6 suburbs. Our advanced posts, towards 
evening, were driven back into the to^n, and the 
hussars entered pell-mell : the enemy's light troops 
swarmed over ihe country, and my commanding 
officer sent me inun.ediately to receive the king's 
orders. After much search, I found him at the top of 
a steeple, with a telescope in his hand- Never did I 
see him so dij^turbed, or undecided, as on this occasion* 
Orders were immediately given that we shoidd re- 
treat through the city into the opposite 8uburb,^where 
we were to halt, but not unsaddle. 

We had not be^i here long before a most heavy 
lain fell, and the night became exceedingly^ dark. 
My cousin Trenck made his approach about nine in 
the evening, with his pandour and janissary music, 
and set fire to several houses. They found we were 
in the suburb, and began to fire upon us from the city 
windows. The tiunult became extreme; the city 
was too full for us to* re-enter ; the gate was shut, 
and they fired from above at us with our field-pieces. 
Trenck had let in the waters upon us, and we were 
up to the girths by midnight, and almost in despair. 
We lost seven men, and my horse was wounded in 
the neck. 

The king and all of us had certainly been made 
prisoners, Imd my cousin, as he has since told me, 
been able to continue the assault he had begun; but, 
a cannon-ball having wounded him in the foot, he 
was carried ofi^, and the pandours retired. The corps 
of Nassau arrived next day to our aid ; we quitted 
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KoUin, smd, during the march, the king said to 
^ Tour cousin had nearly played us amalieious prank 
last night ; hut the desertera say he is killed.^' He 
then asked me what our relationship was, and there, 
our conversation ended. 

It was ahout the middle of Decemher when we 
came to BerHn, whtoe I was received with open arms. 
I became less' cautious than fonnerly, and perhaps 
was more narrowly observed. A lieutenant of the 
foot-guards, who was a public Ganymede, and against 
whom I had that natural antipathy and abhorrence I 
have for aH such wretches, having indulged himself 
in some very impertinent jokes on the secret of my 
amour, i bestowed on him the epithet he deserved. 
We drew our swords, and he was wounded. On the 
Sunday following, I presented myself to pay my re- 
spects to his majesty on the pamde, who said to me, 
as he passed-^ The storm and the thunder shall 
rend your heart; beware.'* He added nothing more. 

Some little time after, I was a few minutes too late 
on the parade ; the king remarked it, and sent me 
under arrest, to the foot-guard at Potzdam. When 
I had been here a fortnight, Cdonel Wartensleben 
came, and advised me to petition for pardon. I wa9 
then too much a novice in the modes of the ^ourt to 
follow his counsel, nor did I even remark the person 
who gave it me was himself a most subtle courtier. 
I complained bitterly that I had so long been deprived 
of liberty, for a &ult which was usually punished by 
three, or at most) six days arrest. Here accordingly, 
I remained 

Eight days afler, the king being come to Potzdam, 
I was sent by General Bourke to Berlin, to carry saaie 
letters, but without having seen the king. On my re« 
turn, I presented myself to him on the parade \^ and 
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as oar squadron was g^mrisoned 9t Beiliri, I adkc^d-^^ 
^ Does it please your majesty that I s^i^ go and 
join my corps ?"— >' Whence come ymi ?" answerod 
he.—*-" From Berlin."--^^ And where wwe you before 
you went to Berlin?" — ^' Under arrest"— ^ Thwi 
QBder arrest yon: must remain." 
. I did not recover my liberty-till 'three days befi»e 
our d^ariure for Si)esia^ toward which we mardiedy 
with utmost speed) in the beginning of May, to com- 
menoe our second caitipaign*. 

Here I must recount an event which happened 
Aat winter, which became the source of all my mis^ 
fortunes, and to which I must entreat my readers wSl 
pay the utmost attention ; since this error, if inno* 
oenoe can be error, was the cause that the most fetth- 
fiil and the best of subjects became bewildered in 
scenes of wretchedness, and wasthe Tictim of misery, 
fipom his ninete^th to the sixtieth year of his nge. 
I dare presume that this true narrative, supported by 
tcsrtimonies the most authentic, will fnliy vindicate 
my present honour and my ftiture memory. 

Ftancis baron of Trenck was the son of my Other's 
brother, consequently my eousin-german. I shall 
wpetk Ywrea^xT of the singular events of his life. 
Being a commander of pandours in the Austrian se)r- 
viee, and grievously wounded in Bavaria, in the year 
174$, he wrote to my mother, informing her he in- 
teoded me, her eldest son, for his universal legatee. 
This letter, to which I returned no answer, was sent 
to me at Fotxdam. I was so satisfied with my sit»* 
ation, and had such numerous reasons so to be,'con<» 
^ideringttie kindness with which the king treated me, 
tint I would not have exchanged my good fortfme 
for ail the treasures of the Great Mogul. ■ 
. On Om 18th of February, 1744, litting «t Berim, i 



WMT ill eoln^y with Captoia Jasehirid^y «Mn- 
XMnder of the bodyguard, the cajit^ of which nok^ 
WB colonel in the wmty, together with lieute^alit Stud- 
•nttE, and Comet. Wagnitz. The ktter was my fieM** 
eomradei and is at this preaent eomioandeK-gefieod 
of the cavalry of Hesse Ci^el. The Afistrian Tienek 
became the sab^eC of eonvarsatioi^ and Jas^iosky 
asked if I was his kinsman : I absweir^ yes, and im- 
naediately mentioned his haVing made me his iinivev» 
aal heir. ^* Ahd what answer have yoa returned ?" 
said Jaschinsky.-^^None at all." 

' The whole con^Mmy then observed, that, in a ease 

like the present, I was much to btome not to answer ; 

that least I could do would be to thank him for 

his good wishes, tatd emtreat a ooBtiniMnee of thcuL 

Jaschinaky further added-^^ Pesire him to send you 

some of his fine Hungarian horses for your own use^ 

* and five me the letter-; I will donwey k to him, by 

means of Mr, Boasart, le^tioa^cpunaellor of the 

SaxoB embassy ; but on condition that you will give 

me one of the horses* This correspoadmice is a 

&mily, dnd not t slate afiur^, I will make myself 

lespoRsible for the coii«equenoes. 

' I immediately todi ny ccymlnander^s ^vice,i^nd 

began to write; and had those who suspected me 

thought proper to make the least inqu&y into 

these drcumstoneeb, the four witnesses, who read 

Vhat I wrote, ccniM h^ve attested my innoeehce, and 

cindered it indubitable. I gave m^ letter open la 

Jascfaonsky^ 'v^ho seated it and isent it hims^.. 

I I must omit kion^ of the incidents ecw^ertung this 

letter, it being the sole cause of all my jsuthp^g^w I 

fthail thenfoise here rdaleau«vei$t,*whidt was the 

Snrt Qoedflloa of the ms^fft stispiciotti enl^l!li|inad 

^inst mCi 

3 
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One 6{ my grooms, iirith two led horses, was, 
among many others, taken by ^e pandours of Trenck. 
When I returned to the qimp, I was to accompany 
ihe kmg on a reconnoitring party. My horse was 
tM) tir^d, and I had no other $ I informed him of my 
eidbarrassment, and his majesty immediately made 
me a present of a £ne Englidi coarser., 

Some days after, I was exceectingty astonished to 
see my grocmi return, with my two horses, and « 
pandour trumpeter, who brought me e letter, contain- 
ing nearly the following words :— 

*^The Austrian Trenck is not at war with the 
Prussian Trenck, but on the contrary is happy to 
have recavered the hon^ IVom His hussars, and to 
vetum them to whom they first belonged,'^ &c. 

I went the same day to pay my respects to the 
king, who receiving me with gmart coldness, said-^ 
^ Since your eousin has returned your own horses, * 
you have no more need of mine." 

There were too many who envied yne fo suppose 
Aese words would escape repetition; The return of 
the horses seems inflnit^y to have inbrsased the sus* 
picion Frederic entertained against me, and therefore 
oe^ame one of the principal causes of my misfortune : 
it is for tbn reason that I dwell upon this and such 
like small incidents^ they being necessary for my own 

Justification^ and, were* it possible, for that of the 
lii^. My mnocenee is indeed at present universally 
acknowledged by the eourt^ the amiy, and the whole 
nation, who idl mention the injustice I suflired with 
pity, and the fortitude with ^ which it was endured 
with smprise. 

We marched fbr Silesia, to enter joa our second 
Mfips^gn, which to the Prussians wias as bloody and 
muiderous as it was glorious. 
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The king's head-quarteis were fixed atthe convent 
of Kamens, ly^iere we rested fourteen days^ and the 
army remained in cantonments. Prince Charles, in<* 
stead of following us into Bohemia, had the impriH 
dence to occupy the plain of Strigan, and we already 
concluded his army was beaten. .Whoever is well 
acquainted with tactics, and the Prussiahs manceuvres^ 
wiU easily judge, without the aid of calculation or 
witchcraft, whether a well or ill-4iscipUned army, in 
an open, plain, ought to be victorious. 

The army hastily left its cantonments, and in 
twenty-four hours was in order of battle ; and on the 
14th of June, eighteen thousand bodies^Lay stretched 
on the plain of Sidgau. The allied armies of Austria 
and Saxony were totally defeated. 

The body-^ard was on the right ; and previous 
to the attack, Qieking said to our squadron — ^ Prove 
to^ay, my children, that you are my body-guard^ 
and give no Saxon quarter." 

We made three attacks on the cavalry, and two 
on the infantry. Nothing could withstand a squad- 
ron like this, which, for men, horses, courage, and 
experience, was assuredly the first in the world. 
Our corps alone >ook seven standards, mid &ve pair 
of colours, and in. less than an hour the a£idr was 
over. 

I received a pistol-shot in my right hand, my horse 
was desperately wounded, and I was obliged to 
change him oh the third charge. The day after the 
battle, all the officers were rewarded with the qrSer 
of merit. For my own part, I remained four weeks 
among the wounded, at Schweidnitz, where there 
were sixteen, thousand men under the torture of the 
army surgeons, many of whom had not their wounds 
dressed tfll the third day. 



S8 HI'S Of fiARON ttitSftt. 

I was near three months before I redorered ^ use 
Kit my hand ; I nevertheless rejoined my Corps, eo^^ 
finued to perform my duty, and as usual ac(k>mpa- 
nied the king when he went to reconnoitre. For 
some time past, he had placed cdnfidence in me^ and 
his kindness toward me continually increased, which 
raised my gmtitude even to enthusiasm^ 

I also performed the service of adjutant durinf thid 
campaign, a circumstantial accoiiftt of which no per-^ 
son is better enaMed to write than myself, I having 
been present at all that passed^ I was the scholar of 
the greatest master the art of war ever knew, and who 
believed me worthy to receive his instructions ; but 
the volumes I am writing would be insuiBcient ta 
contain all that personally relates to myself. 

I must here mention an adventure that happened 
at this time, and which will show the art of the great 
Frederic in forming youth for his service^ and de^ 
votedly attaching them to his person. 

I was exceedingly fond of htinting, in which, not- 
withstanding it was severdy forbidden, I induced 
myself. I one day returned laden with pheasants; 
but judge my astonishment and fears, when I saw 
the army had decamped, and that it was with diffi-* 
eulty I could overtake the reaNguard^ 

In thi^ my distress, I applied to an officer of hn»-» 
sars, who instantly lent me his horse, by the aid of 
which I rejoined my corps, which always marched 
as the vanguard. Mounting my own horse, 1 trem-* 
blingly rode to the head of my division, which it was 
my duty to precede. The king, however, had re- 
marked my absence, or rather had been reminded of 
it by my superior officer, who, for some time past) 
had become my enemy. 

Just as the army hsJted to. encamp, the king rode 
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toward me, and made a signal for me to apporoaoh) 
and reading my fears in my 0ouutenance, said, with a 
smile— ^^ What, are you just returned from hunt- 
ing ?"— ^ Yes, your majesty-^I hope — ^" Here, in- 
terrupting me, he added— >^ WeH, well, for this time 
I shidl take no further notice, remember Potzdam ; 
hut, however, let me fiiid you itiore attentive to 
your duty." 

So ended this-(fiair, for which I deserved to have 
been broken. I must remind the i>ei»ders that the 
king meant, by the words, rememJbering Potzdaniy he 
remembered I had been punished too severely thef 
winter before, and that my present pardon was in- 
tended as a compensation. 

This was indeed to think and act greatly ; this was 
indeed the true art of formkig great men ; an art much 
more effectual than that of ferocious generals, who 
threaten subalterns with impriscmi^ent and chains on 
every slight occasion ; and, while indulging all the 
ngors of military law, make no distinction of minds 
or of men. Frederic, on the cmitrary, sometimes par* 
doned the &iling8 of genius, while mechanic souls 
he mechanically punished, according to the very let- 
ter of the laws of war. 

i shall further remark, the king took no more no- 
tice of my late fitult, except that sometimes, when I 
had the honour to dine with him, he would ridicule 
•people who were too often at the chase, or who were 
so choleric that they took occasion to quarrel for the 
least tn4e. 

The campaign passed in different manoeuvres, 
marches and countermarches. Our corps was the 
.mosi fiitigued, as being encamped round the king's 
tent, the station of which was central, and as like- 
wise having the care of the vanguard *, we were there* 
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fore obliged to b^gin our march two hours soonet 
dian the remainder of the army, that we mi^t be in 
our place. We also accompanied the king wheneyer 
he went to reconnoitre ; traced the lines of encamp* 
ment ; led the horse to water ; inspected the head<^ 
quarters ; and regulated the march and encan^im^it, 
according to &e hingV orders ; the performance of 
all which robbed us of much rest, we being but«x 
officers to execute so many diflferAt functtons. 

Still further, we oflen executed the office of con*^ 
riers, to bear the royal commands to detachments. 
The king was particulaily careful that the officers 
of his guards, whom he iotended should become ex* 
cellent in the art of tactics, should Qot be idle in his 
school. It was necessary to do much, in order that 
much might be learnt. Labour, vigilance, activity^ 
the love of gloiy, aiid the love of their country, ani» 
mated all his generals ; into whom, it may be said, 
he infused his spirit: 

In this school I gained instruction, and here already 
was I selected, as ond destined to mstract odi&n : 
yet, in my fortieth year, a great general at Vienna 
told me-^^ My dear Trenok, our discipline would be 
too difficult for you to learn ] for which indeed you 
are too far advanced in life ?" Agreeable to this wise 
decision was I made an Austrian invalid, and an in- 
valid have always remained: adjudgment like tins 
would have been lai^hed at, moat certainly, at Berlin. 

If I mistake not, the famous battle of Soor, or 
Sorau, was fought on the 14th day of September. 
The king had sent so many detachments into Saxony, 
Bohemia, and Silesia, that the main anny.dkl not 
consist of m<M'e than twenty*five thousand man.' 
Neglected advice, and obstinate in judging his enemy 
by numberilt, and not according to the exceUence of 
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discipline, aad oth^ accidents, Prinee Ciiarles, blfiid 
to the real strength of the Prussian armies, had ea* 
closed this small number of Pomeranian and Bran'« 
denburgh regiments with more than eighly-six thoil- 
sahd men, int^adkig to take them all prisoners^ 

It will soon be -seen, from my narrative, with 
what l^ind of secreoy his plan was laid and executed 

The king came into my tent about midnight; as 
he also did into that of aU the oiEcers, to awaken 
&em : his orders were-^^ Secretly to saddle, leave 
the baggage in the i^ar, and that the men should stand 
I'eady to mount at the word of command." 

lieutenant Studnitt and myself attended the kihg, 
who went in penson, and gainre directions through the 
whole army ; metm time, break of day was expected 
with anxiety. 

Opposite the defile throi^ which the enemy was 
to march to the attack, eight field*pieces were con* 
cealed behind a hill. The king must necessarily 
have been informed of the whole plan of the Austrian 
general, fer he had called in tie advanced post from 
the heights, that he might lull him into security, and 
make him imagine we shoidd be surprised in the 
midst of sfeep. 

Scarcely did break of day appear, before the Au^ 
trian artillery, situated upon the heights, began to 
play upon our camp, and iheir cavcdry to march, 
through thie defile, to the attack. 

As suddenly we were in battle array; for in less 
than ten minutes we ourselves began the attack, not- 
withstanding the smallness of our number, the whole 
army only contained five regiments of cavalry. We 
fell with ftiry upon the enemy (who at this time were 
wholly employed in forming their men at the mouth 
of the defile, and that slowly, litds expecting so sud- 



32 hm Oy BAlU)N'TEftlfGI^ 

den dknd violent a chaise), tbat we drove them back 
into the defile, were t^ey pressed upon each other in 
crowds : the king himself stood ready to unmask his 
e%ht field-pdiceS) and a dreadful and bloody slaugh^ 
tei* ensued in this narrow place, from which the 
enemy had not the power to retreat. This single 
incident gained the battle, and deceived all the hopes 
of Prince Charles. 

Nadasti, Trenck, and the light jbroops, sent to at* 
tack our rear, were emjdoyed in pillagiiig the camp. 
The ferocious Croats met no opposition, while this 
their error made our victory more secure. It de- 
serves to be noticed that^ when advice was brought 
to the king that the enemy liad feUen upon and 
were plundering the camp, his answer was— ^^ So 
much the better : they have found themselves em- 
ployment, and will be no impediment to our main 
' design." 

Our victory was complete, but all our baggage 
was lost ; the head-quarters, utterly undefended, were 
totally stripped ; and Trenck had, for his part of the 
booty, the king's tent, and his service of plate. 

I have mentioned this circumstance here, because 
that, in the year 1746, my cousin Trenck, having 
Mien into the power of his enemies, who had insti- 
tuted a legal process against him, was accused, by 
some villainous wretches, of having surprised the 
king in bed at the battle of Sorau, and of having 
afterwards released him for a bribe* 

What was still worse, they hired a common pros- 
titute, a native of Brunn, who pretei^ed she was the 
daughter of a Marshal Schweiin, to ^ve in evidence 
that she herself was in bed with the king when 
Trenck entered his tent, whcmi he immediately made 
pnscmer, and as immediately released. 



LIVS OT BABOir VRBMCOC ■ SS 

To this put of the proseeaticm I .myself) an ey^ 
witness, can answer; the thing was 4lse and inw 
possible. He was infoi^iiied of the intended attack. 
I OGGompained the watchM lung from midnight till 
fbiir in the morning, which time he employed ia 
nding through the camp, and; making the mecessarjr 
n^aratioAs to receive tilie enemy ; and the action 
beg^ at five. Trenck coald not take the king in 
bed, for the battle was almost gained when he and 
his pandours entered the iamp, and plundered the 
head^uacters. 

As fiir the tale of Mka Schwerin, it is only fit to 
be told by schoolboys, or examined by the inquisi- 
tion, and was very miworthy of making part of a 
legal proseeotioa against an innocent man at Vienna. 

This incident, however, is so remarkable, that I 
shall give, in this wc»k, a farther account of my 
kinsman, and what are called his criminal process : 
* at reading which the world will be astonished. My 
own history is so connected with his, that this is 
Becessaiy; and the more so, because ther^ are mimy 
ignomilt or wicked people at Vienna, who believe, 
or affirm, Trenck had actually taken the king of 
Prussia prisoner. 

Never yet was there a traitor of the name of 
Trenck y and I hope to prove, in the clearest man* 
ner, the Austnan Trenck as faithfully served the 
empress queen as the Prussian Trenck did Frederic, 
)iis king. Maria Theresa, speaking to me of him 
some time afler his death, and the snares that had 
been laid for him, said*— ^^ Youi^ kinsman has made a 
better end than will be the fate of his accusers and 
judges." 

Of this more hereafter : I aj^roach that epochs 
whi^ my own misfortunes begc^ and when the su^ 
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feiiiigs of xB8ur^l*doin attended me frqm my yoath 
onwards till my iiaur grew grey. 

A few days after the . btttUe of Soran, the usual 
camp postman brought me a letter from my cousin 
Trenck, the colonel c^ pandours, antedated at Essek 
four months, of which the foUowii^ is a copy >^ 

^^ Your letter, of ihe twelfth of Febraary, from 
Berlin, informs me you desbe to have some Hungama 
horses. On these you woiild come and attack me 
and my pandours. I saw witli pleasure during the 
last campaign, that the Prussian Trenck was a good, 
soldier ; and that I mi^ht give you some proofs of 
my attachment, I th»i returned tiie horses which my 
men had taken. If, however, you wish to have Hun* 
guian horses, you must take mine, in like manner^ 
from me, in the field of battle ; or, should you so 
think fit, come and join one who will receive you 
with open arms, like his friend and scm, and who' 
will procure you every advantage you can desire." 

At first I was terrified at reading this letter, yel 
could not help smiling. . Comet Wagenitz, now gen-' 
eral in chief of the Hesse Cassel forces, and Lieu^ 
tenant Grotthausen, both now alive, and then present, 
were my camp comrades. I gave them the letter to 
read, and tliey laughed at its contents. It was de- 
termined toishow it to our superior officer, Jaschin- 
sky, on a promise of secresy ; and it was accordingly 
shown him within an hour after it was received. 

The reader will be so kind as to recollect that, as 
I have before said, it was this Colonel Jaschinsky 
who on the 12th of February, the same year^t Ber» 
lin, prevailed on me to write to the Austrian Trenck, 
my cousin ; that he received the letter open, and, 
undertook to send it according to its address ; also, 
that in his letter I had^ in jest, »dced him to send me 
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some HongSffian horaei^ ; and, shcmld ihtj come, h^ 
jMromked one to Jaschinsky. He readme letter with 
W air of sarpriae; we laughed, and, it being whia* 
pered through the army that, in consequence c^ out 
MIe victory, detached eorpa would be sent into Htin- 
gairy, Jaadiinsky said-**^ We ahfidl now go and take 
Hungamn horaes for ourselves.'' Here the conver* 
MElion ended, and I, little suspecting future conae^ 
l^enoes, returned tb my tent 

I must here make the foUowkig dbseivations :— ^ 

Ist^I had not obseiVed the date of the letter 
brought by the pottman, which, bb I have* said, wa|i 
iftiitedated four months ; this howler th& colonel 
Ad notiail to remark; 

' 2dly. The fvobability is, that this was a net spread 
Ibr me by this fidee and wicked man. The return 
of my hones, daring the preceding campaign, had 
been the subject of much conversation. It is possi- 
ble' he had the king's orders to watch me; but more 
probably he only prevailed on me to write that he 
ni%ht entrap me ^ a fictitious answer. Certain it 
is my cousin Trenck, 9i Vienna, affirmed to his death 
he never received any letter from me, consequently 
never could send any answer. I m^ust therefore con- 
clude thia letter was forged. 

Jaschinsky was at this time' one of the kingVi 
■fiivourites : his spy over the army : a tale-bearer : an 
inventor of lies and wicked calumnies. Some 3reara 
after the event of which I am now speaking, the king 
was obliged to break and ban&h him the countiy. 

He was then also the paramour of the beauteous 
Madame Brossart, wife of the Saxon residmit at Beiv 
lin ; and there can be little doubt but that this false 
letter was, by her means, conveyed to some^Saxon 
or Austrian poet-office, and 'thence^ according to its 
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ftddrewy sent to me. He bad daily opj^orHmitiee el 
infoemg BuspieiouB into &e kxag^e mind oonoermnff 
.mQ, end) unknown to me^ of punfuix^ Jbis dieboHQfi 
plan. 

I must likewise add^ he was fow hundied 4vieal$ 
mdebted to me. At that time I had always a pl^Mi* 
ful supi^y of moiiey. This boDty beoaoiQ his cmi, 
when I, imesamined, was arrested^ and throwa mlo 
prison. In like manner he seised an the greatest 
part of 'my camp equipege. 

Further, we had quarrefied duijag 0iir first cam- 
paign, because he * had beaten one <^ my toeiYants ; 
we even were proceeding to fight wi^ pistols, had 
not Colonel Winterfield interfered, and amicably 
ended our quarrel.^ The Luthuaniaa is, by nature, 
obstinate and jevengrfal ; and, from that day, I have 
reason to believe he sought my destruction. 

God only knows what were the means he took td 
excite the king's suspicions ; for it is incredibk that 
Frederic, considering his well«known pr<^ssionB of 
public justice, should treat me in the manner he did, 
without a hearing, without examinatibn, and with- 
out a court-martial. This to me has ever remained a 
mystery, which the 'king alone i^as able to exj^ttn ; 
he afterwards was convinced I was innocent ; but my 
tfufl^i^ngs had been too cruel, and the miseries he 
had iniicted too horrible, for me ever to hope conb- 
pensation. 

In an af&ir of this nature, which will soon be known 
to all Europe, as it long has been in Prussia, the 
weakest b always guilty. I have been made a ter- 
rible example, to this o\& age, how true that maxim 
is in despotic states. 

A man of my rank, having once unjustly suifoed, 
ftud having the pownr of asaking hb sufierings kn^wn, 
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most ekdher be higlily reiroided, or slUl more nnjnttfy 
panished. My name and mjuries will ever stam the 
amials c^ Frederic the Great ; even those who read 
Uiis book will pe^aps suppose that I^ from political 
motives of hope or fear, have sometimes concealed 
tru^h, by endeavouring to palliate his conduct. 

It must ever remain ineomjiNrehensible, that a hmv- 
iiar^h so cleaiHsighted, himsdf ^ daily witness of 
my- demeanor,- one well acquainted with mankind, 
a^d conscious I wanted neither money, honour, nor 
hefie of future preferment ; I say, it is incomprehensi- 
ble that he should reidly suppose me guilty. I take 
God to witness, and all those who knew me in pros* 
perity and misfortune, I never harfoouned a thought of 
betraying my eoyntry . How was impossible to suspect 
me ? I was neither madman nor idiot. In my eigh- 
teenth year I was a comet of the body-guards, adju- 
tant to the king, and possessed his &vour and confix- 
dence in the highest degree. His presents to me^ in 
one year, amounted to Meen hundred dollars. I 
kept seven homes, four men in livery ; I was valued, 
distinguished, and beloved by the mistress of my 
Boul. My relations held high offices, both civil a^ 
military ; I was even fanatically devoted to my kiilg 
and country, and had nothing to wish. 

That I should become thus wretched, in conse* 
OH^ic^ of this unfortunate lettm*, is equally wonder- 
ful; it came by the public post. Had there been 
«iy criminal correspondence, my kinsman certainly 
WKmld not have chosen this mode of conveyance, 
since, it is well loiown, all such letters are opened ; 
AOr could I aet more openly. My colonel read the 
letter I wrote, and also that which I received, imme- 
diately after it was brought. 

The day after the recdpt cf the letter i was, as I 
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have before said, unheard, unaccused, unjudged, con- 
ducted,, like a criminal, from the army, by ^ty hu»- 
sare, and imprisoned in the fortress of Glatz. I was 
allowed to take three houses, and my servants, but 
my whole equipage was left behind', which I never 
saw more, and which became the booty of Jaschin- 
«ky. My commission was given to Comet Schatzel, 
and I cashiered, without knowing why. There weie 
no legal inquiries made ; all was done by the king's 
command. 

Unhappy people ! where power is superior to law, 
and where the innocent and the virtuous meet pun- 
ishment instead of reward. Unhappy land ! where 
the (Hnnipotent, Such is our will^ supersedes all legal 
sentence, and robs the subject of property, life, and 
honour. 

I once more repeat, I was brought to the citadel 
of Glatz. I was not however thrown into a dun- 
geon, but imprisoned in a chamber of the officer of 
the guard ; was allowed my servants to wait on me, 
and permitted to walk on the ramparts. . 

I did not want money, and there was only a de- 
tachment, from the garrison regiment, in the citadel 
of Glatz, the officers of which were all poor. I soon 
had both friends and freedom, and the rich prisoner 
every day kept open table. 

He only who had known me in this the ardour of 
my youth, who had witnessed how high I aspired, 
and die fortune that attended me at Berlin, can ima- 
gine what my feelings were, at finditig myself thus 
suddenly cast from my high hopes. 

I wrote submissively to the king requesting to be 
tried by a court-martial, and not desiring any fevour, 
should I be found guilty. This haughty tone, in a 
youth) was displeasing, and I received no answer, 
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wfaick threw me into despair, and induced me to use 
every possible means to obtain my liberty. 

My first care was to estfid>li6h, by the intervention 
of an officer, a certain correspondence with the object 
of my heart. She answered, she was far from aup- 
posing I had ever entertained the least thought trai- 
torous tp my country ; that she knew, too well, I was 
perfectly incapable of dissimulation. She blamed the 
precipitate anger, and unjust suspicions of the king ; 
promised me speedy aid^ and sent m^ a thousand 
ducats. 

. Had I, at this critical moment, possessed a prudent 
and intelligent fmend, who could have oalmed my 
impatience, nothing perhaps might have been more 
easy than to have obtained pacdon of the king, by 
proving my innocence ; or, it may be, than to have 
induced him to punish my enemies. 

But the officers who were.,then at Glatz fed the 
flame of discontent. They supposed the money I so 
freely distributed came all from Hungary, furnished 
by the pandour chest ; and advised me not to suffer 
my medoai to depend upon the will of the king, but 
to enjoy it in his despite. 

It was. not more easy to give this advice than to 
persuade a man to take it, who, till then, had never 
encountered any thdng but good fortune, and who 
consequently supported this reverse with impatience. 
I was not yet however determined, because I could 
not yet resolve to abandcm my country, and espe- 
cially Berlin. 

Five months soon passed away in prison I peace 
was concluded ; the kmg was returned to his capital ; 
my commission in the guards was bestowed on an- 
other, when Lieutenant Fiaschky, of the regiment of 
Fouquet, and Ensign Reitz, who often mounted 



.40 UFS OF BMJOON TRfiSTCE. 

guard over me, proposed that they and I should 
cape together. I yielded, our plan was fixed, aiMl 
every preparatory step taken. 

At that time there was another prisoner at Glatz^ 
whosfe mime was Manget, by birth a Swiss, and cap*- 
tain of cavalry in the Natzmerschen huasails : behad 
be^n condemned by a comlrmartial to ten years' im^ 
phspnment, with adlowaoce c^ only four rix^dollaif 
per month. ' > - 

Having done this man kindnesses, I was resolved 
to rescue him from bondage, at the same time that I 
obtained freedom for myself. I communicated my 
design, and made the proposal, which^was accepted 
by him^ and measures were taken ; yet we were b&* 
trayed by this vile .man, who thus purchased pardon 
and liberty. 

Piaschky, who had been inforaned that Reitz was 
arrested, saved himself by deserting. I denied the 
the fact in presence of Manget, with whom I was 
confronted, and bribed the auditor with a hundred 
ducati^, ^Y this means Reitz only sufiered a year's 
imprisonment, and the loss of his commission. . I 
was afterwards closely confined in a chamber, for 
having endeavoured to corrupt the king's officers, and 
^as gucgrded with greater caution. 

Here I will interrupt my narrative, for a moment, 
to relate an adventure which happened between me 
and this Captain Manget, three years after he had 
thus betrayed me, that is to say, in 1749, at Warsaw. 

I there met him by chance, and it is not difficult 
to imagine what was the salutation he received. I 
caned, him ; he took this ill, ^nd challenged me to 
fight with pistols. Captain Heuckin, of tiiie Polidh 
guardsy wae my second;. We both fired together : I 
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shot hkn Arough the neck at the first shot, and he 
fell dead on the field. 

He, alone, of all my enemiejs, ever died by my own 
hand ; and he well merited his end, for his cQwardly 
treachery toward the two brave fellows of whom I 
have spoken; and still more. so with respect to my- 
self, who had been his benefactor. I own, I have 
never reproached myself for this duel, by which I 
sent a rascal out of the world. 

I I'etum to my tale. My destiny at Glatz was now 
become more untoward and severe. The king's sus- 
picions were increased, as likewise was his anger, by 
this my late atten^t to escape. 
' Left to myself, I considered my situation in the 
worst point of view, and detesmined either on flight 
or death. The length and closeness of my confine- 
ment became insupportable to my impatient temper. 

I had always had the garrison on niy side, nor was 
it possible to prevent my making friends among them. 
They knew I had money, and, in a. poor garrison 
regiment, the officers of whiqh are aU dissatisfied, 
having most of them be^a draughted fiom other corps 
and sent thither as a punishment, there was nothing 
that might not be undertaken. 

My scheme was as follows : 

My window looked toward the city, and was ninety 
feet from the ground in the tower of the citadel, out 
of which 1 could not get, without having found a 
place of refuge in the city. 

This an officer undertook to procure for me, and 
prevailed on an honest soap-boiler to grant me a 
hiding-place. I then notched my penknife, and sawed 
through three large iron bars ; but this mode was 
too tedious, it being necessary to file away eight bars 
from my window, before I could pass through ; an- 

4* 
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oliher officer therefore procured me a fi]e, which I 
was obliged to use with caution, lest I should be over- 
heard by the sentinels. 

Haying ended this labour, I cut niy leatiber iK>rt*' 
manteau into thongs, sewed thejn end to end^ added 
the sheets of my bed, and descended safely frdm tiu$ 
astonishing height. 

It rained, the night was dark, and all seemed £b]> 
tunate ; but I had to wade throu^ moats iuU of jnudy 
before I coidd enter the city, a drcamatance J had 
never once considered. I sunk up to the knees^ aat^ 
after long struggling, aad incrediHe efibirts Uy extd* 
cate myself^ I was obliged to call the sentinel, and 
desire him to go aad tell the governor, that Trenck 
Was stuck &st in the moat. 

My misfortune was the greater on this occasioo^ 
because that general, Fouquet, was then govera<Mr 
<^ Glatz. He was one of the cruellest of men. He 
had been wounded by my father in- a duel ; and the 
Austrian Trenck had taken his baggage in 1774, and 
had also laid the country of Glatz under contnbutioii. 
He was therefore an enemy to the very name of 
Trenck ; nor did he lose any opportunity of giving 
me proofs of his enmity, and especially on the pre- 
sent occasion, when he left me standing in the mire 
till noon, the sport of the scddiers. I was then drawn 
out, half dead, only again to be prisoned, and shut up 
the whole day, without water to wash me. No one 
can imagine how I looked, exhausted and dirty, my 
long hair having fallen into the mud, with which, by 
my struggling, it was loaded. I remained in this 
condition till the next day, when two fellow-prisoners 
were sent to assist and clean me. 

My imprisonment now became more intolerable. 
I had still eighty louis-d'ors in my purse, which had 



LIFE OV BASON TRBNCK, id 

not been taken from me at my removal into another 
dungeon, and these afterwards did me good service. 

The x^aasions soon all assldled me at once, and im* 
petuous, boilings youthful blood, overpow^^ rear 
eon ; hope disappeared ; I thought myself the ^ost 
"iKifortunate of men, and my king an irreconcileable 
judge, more wmthfiil and more fortified in suspidon 
by my own rashness. My nights wei^ sleepless, my 
days miserable ; my soul was tortured by the desire 
of fame ; a consciousness of innocence was a con* 
timied stimulus, inciting me to end my 'min^ortunes. 
Touth, inexperienced in woe and disastrous feats, 
beholds every evO magnified, desponds on every new 
disappointment, more especially after having failed in 
attempting freedom. Education had taught me to 
despise death, and these opinions had been confirmed 
by my friend La Metrie, author c^ the famous work, 
It^Homme machine^ or Man a Machine. 

I read much during my confinement at Olatz, where 
books were aUowed me; time was therefore less 
tedious ; but when the love of liberty awoke, when 
ftme and aifecticm called to Berlin, and my balked 
hopes painted the %vretchedne6s of my situation; 
when I remembered that my country, judging' by 
appearances, could not but pronounce me a traitor; 
then was I hourly impelled to rush on th&naked bay- 
onets of my guards, by whom, to me, the road of 
freedom was barred. 

Big with such-like thoughts, eight days had not 
elapsed, since my last fruitless attempt to escape, 
when an event h^Cppeiied which would appear inere- 
dible, were I, the principal actor in the scene, not 
alive to attest its truth, and might not all Glatz, and 
the Prussian gairison, be produced as eye and eaiv 
witnesses. This accident will prove that adventure 
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OU8, and even rash, daring will render the most im- 
probable undertakings possiUe, and that desperate 
attempts may often make a general more fortunate, 
and fiunous, than the wisest and best concerted plans. 

Major DoO came to visit me, accompanied by an 
officer of the guard, and an adjutant. After examine 
ing every comer of the chamber, he addressed me, 
taxuig me with a second crime in endeavouring to 
obtain my liberty ; adding, this must certainly in* 
creese the anger of the king. 

My blood boiled at the word crime ; he talked of 
patience ; I asked him how long the king had con- 
demned me to imprisonment ? He answered — ^ A 
traitor to his country, who has corresponded with 
the enemy, cannot be condemned for a certain time ; . 
but must depend for grace and pardon, on the king.'' 

At that instant, 1 snatched his sword from his side, 
on which my eyes had some time been fixed, sprang 
out of the door, tumbled the sentinel from the top to 
the bottom of the stairs, passed the men who hap* 
pened to be drawn up before the piison-door to re- 
lieve guard, attacked them, sword in hand, threw 
them suddenly mto surprise by the manner in which 
I laid about me, wounded four of them, made through 
the rest, sprang over the breastwork of the ramparts, 
and, with my sword drawn in my hand, immediately 
leaped this astonishing height, without receiving the 
least injury. I leaped the second wall with equal 
safety and good fortune. Ndne of their pieces were 
loaded ; no one durst leap after me, and, in order to 
pursue, Ihey must go round, through the town and 
the gate of the citadel ; so that I had the start full 
half an hour. 

A sentinel, however, in a narrow passage, endefr- 
voured to oppose my flight, but I parried his fixed 
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liayonet) and wounded him in the fiice. A second 
sentinel, mean time, ran from Ihe outworks, to seize 
me beh^d, and I to avoid him, made a spring at the 
palisadoes ; there I was unluckily caught by the 
foot, and veceived a bayonet wound in the upper lip ; 
&US entangled, they beat me with the butt-end of 
their muskets, and dragged me back to prison, while 
I struggled and defended m3rself like a man grown 
desperate* 

. Certain it is, had I more carefully jumped the pa* 
llsadoes, and dispatched ^e sentinel who opposed 
me, I might have escaped, and gained the mountains. 
Thus might I have fled to' Bohemia, after having, at 
noonday, broken from &e fortress of Glat2, sprunff 
past all its sentinels, over all its walls, and passed 
with impunity, in despite of the guard, who were ua** 
der arms, ready to omxise me. I should not, having 
a sword, have feared any single opponent, and was 
able to contend with the swi&st runners. 

That good fortune which had so fkr attended me^ 
forsook me at the palisadoes, where hope was at aa 
end. The severities of imprisonment were increas* 
ed ; two sentinels and an undeivolSicer were locked 
in with me, and were themselves guarded by sentinels 
without : I was beaten and wounded by the butt«ends 
of their muskets, my right foot was sprained, I spit 
blood, and my wounds were not cured in less than 
a month. 

I was now first informed die king had only con* 
demned me to a year's imprisonment, in onler to 
learn whether his suspicions were well founded. My 
mother had petitioned for me, and w&s answered — 
^'You^ son must remain a year imprisoned, as a 
punishment for his rash correspondence.'^ 
* Of this I was ignorant, and it was reported in Glatz^ 
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that my imprisonment wm for life. I had only three 
weeks longer to repine for the loss ^ liberty, when 
I made this rash attempt What must the king 
think ? Was he not obliged to act with this seve- 
rity ? How could prudence excuse my impatience^ 
thus to risk a confiscation, when I was certaiii of re* 
ceiving freedom, justification, and honour^ in three 
weeks? But, such was my adverse fete, circum- 
stances all tended to injure and persecute me, till at 
length I gave reason to suf^poae I was a traitor^ notr 
withstanding the purity of my intentions. 

Once more, then, was I in a dungeon; and no 
sooner was I there than' I formed n^w projects of 
flight. I first gained the intimacy of my guards. I 
had money, and this, with the compassion I had in- 
spired, might effect anything among discontented 
Prussian soldiers. Soon had I gained thirty-two me% 
who were ready to execute, on the first signal, what^ 
ever I should command. Two or three excepted, 
they were unacquainted with each other ; they con- 
sequently could not all be betrayed at a time ; and I 
had chosen the 6ub-o6&cer, Nicholai, to head them. 

The garrison consisted only of one hundred and 
twenty men from the garrison regiment, the rest 
being dispersed in the eouatiy of Glatz, and four 
officers their commanders, three of whom were in 
my interest. Every thing was prepared ; swords and 
pistols were concealed in an oven, which was ia 
my prison. We intended to give liberty to all the 
prisoners, and retire with' drums beating into Bo- 
hemia. 

Unfortunately an Austrian deserter to whom Ni- 
cholai had imparted our design, went and discovered 
our conspiracy. The governor instantly sent his 
adjutant to the citadel, with orders that the officer on 
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guard should arrest Nicfaolai, i^, with his men, tek« 
po^sessipn of the casemate. 

Nicholai was one of the guard, and the lieutenant 
Was ray friettd, and, being in the secret, gave the sig^ 
nal that sdl was discovered. Nicholai only knew all 
the conspirators, several of whom were that day on 
guard. He instantly formed his resolution, leaped 
into the casemates, crying — ^ Comrades^ to arms, we 
are betrayed I" AH followed to the guard-house, 
wheie they seized on the cartridges, the officer 
having only > eight men, and, threatening to fire on 
whoever should ofier resistance, came to deliver me 
ftom prison ; but the. iron' door was too stroi^, and 
the time' too short, for that to be demolished. Ni- 
cholai, calling to me, bid me aid them, but in vain; 
and perceiving nothing more could be done for me, 
this brave man, heading nineteen others, marched to 
ihe gate of the eitadel, where there was a sub-officer 
and ten soldiers, obliging these to accompany him, 
and thtis arrived safely at Braunau, in Bohemia ; for 
before the news was spread through the city, and 

• men were collected for the pursuit, they were nearly 
half-way on their journey. 

Twa years after, I met this extraordinary man at 
Ofenbourg, where he was a writer ; he entered iin- 
mediately into my service, and, became my friend , 
but died some months after, of a burning fever, at my 
quarters in Hungary, at which I was deeply grieved, 
for his memory will. ever ^be dear to me. 

Now 1 was exposed to aul the storms of ill-fortune ; 
a prosecution was entered against me as a conspirator, 

* whp wanted to corrupt the officers and soldiers of 
the king. They commanded me to name the remain** 
ing conspirators ; but to these questions, I made no 
answer, except by stead&stly declaring I vras an in* 
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nbeent piiiscmer, an oAoer tmjaiSy broken ; nnjusdf^ 
because I had never been biwight to trial ; that con- 
Mqu^tiy I wan released from all my engageinents ; 
nor eould it be thonght extraordinary llmt 1 should 
avail myself of that law of natare which gives every 
man a right to defend his honour defemed, and seek by 
every possibly means to regain his liberty ; that such 
had been my sole purpose in erery enterprise I bad 
fbrnied, and such should still eohtintce to be; for I 
wa^ determined to persist, till I should ieither b« 
crowned with success, or lose my life in the atten^ 

Things thus remained ; every precau^n was taken, 
except that I was not pot in hrons ; it being a law in 
Prussia, that nt> gentleman, or officer, can be loaded 
with chains, unless he has first for some crime been 
delivered over to the executioner; and certainly this 
had not been my case. ^ 

Tlie soldiers were withdrawn from my chamber ; 
but the greatest ill was, I had expended all my mo- 
ney, and my kind mistress, at Berlin, with whom I 
had always correspdnded, which my perseeutofS 
could not prevent, at last wrot e * 

"My tears flow with yours; Ihe evil is without 
remedy — I dare no mof^e-^^-escape if you can. My 
fidelity will ever be the same, when h shall be pos- 
sible for me to' serve you.— Adieu, unhappy friend ! 
you merit a better fate.'' 

This letter was a thunderbolt : — my comfort how- 
ever still was, that the oncers w^e not suspected, 
and that it was their duty to visit my chamber several 
times a day and examine what passed ; from which 
circumstance I felt my hopes somewhat revive. Hence ' 
an adventure Happeiled, which is almost unexampled 
in tales of knight-errantry. 

A lieutenant, ^vdiose name was Bisich, a Dane by 
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nation, moupted guard every fourth day, and was the 
terror of the whole garrison ; for, being a perfect 
master of arms, he was incessantly involved in quar- 
rels, and generally left his marks behind him. He 
had served in two regiments, neither of which would 
associate with him for this reason, and he had been 
sent to the garrison regiment at Glatz as a punish- 
ment. Bach, one day, sitting beside m^, related how 
the evening before he had wounded a lieutenant, of 
the name of Schell, in the arm. I replied, laugh- 
ing — '' Had I my liberty, I believe you would End 
some trouble in wounding me, for I have some skill 
in the sword." The blood instantly flew in his face ; 
we split off a kind, of a pair of foils from an old 
door, wiiich had served me as a table, and at the first 
lunge I hit him on the breast 

His rage became ungovernable, and he left the pri- 
son. What was ihy astonishment when, a moment 
after, I saw* him return with two soldiers* swords, 
which he had concealed under his coat — '' Now then, 
boaster, prove," said he, giving me one of them, 
" what thou art able to do !" I endeavoured to pa^ 
cify him, by representing the danger, but ineffectually. 
JEJe attacked n^e with the^tmost fury, and I wound- 
ded him in the arm. 

ThroMfing his sword down, he fell upon my neck, 
kissed me, and wept. At length, after some con- 
vulsive emotions of pleasure,, he said — ^' Friend thou 
art my master ; and thou must, thou shalt, by my 
aid, obtain thy liberty, as certainly as my name is 
Bach." We bound up his arm as well as we could. 
He left me, and secretly went to a surgeon, to have 
it properly dressed, and at .night returned. . 

He now remarked that it was humanly impossi- 
ble I should escape, unless the officer on guard should 

5 
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deiieit with me; that he wished nothing more ar- 
dently than to sacrifice his life in my behalf, but that 
he could not resolve so far to forget his honour and 
duty as to desert himself, while on guard ; he not- 
withstanding gave me his word of honour he wou^d 
find me such a person in a few days, and that, in the 
mean time he would prepare every thing for my fiight. 

He returned the same evening, bringing with him 
Lieutenant Schell, and as he entered said — ^ Here is 
your man." Schell embraced me, gave his word of 
nonour, and thus was the afiair settled, and, as it 
proved, my liberty ascertained. 

We soon began to deliberate on the means necesh- 
sary to obtain our purpose. Schell was just come 
from garrison at Habelchwert to the citadel of Glatz, 
and in two days was to mount guard over me, till 
when our attempt was su^nded. I have before 
said, 1 received no more supplies from my beloved 
mistress, and my purse at that time only contained 
some six pistoles. It was therefore resolved that 
Bach should go to Schweidnitz, and obtain money of 
a sure friend of mine in that city. * 

Here I must inform the deader that, at this period, 
the officers and I all nndeistood each other. Captain*. 
Roder alone excepted, who was exact, rigid, and gave 
trouble on all occasions. 

Major Quaadt was my kinsman, by my mother's 
side ; a good friendly man, and ardently desirous I 
should escape, seeing my calamities were so much 
increased. The*four lieutenants, who successively 
mounted guard over me, were Bach, Schroeder, Lu- 
nitz, and Schell. The first was the grand projector, 
and made all the preparations ; Schell was to desert 
with me ; and Schroeder and Lunitz, three days after, 
were to follow. 
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- No one ought to be surprised that officers of ffuu 
yison regiments should be so r^eady to defert They* 
^re, in general, either toien of violent passipns^ quar* 
relsome, overwhelmed with debts, or unfit for ser» 
vice. They are usu^y sent to the garrisixi as a 
punishment, and are called the refuse of the army. 
( Dissatisfied with their situation, their pay much redu- 
ced, and despised by the troops, such men, expecting 
advantage', may be brought to engage ^l the most dest 
perate undertaking. Notieof them can hope for their 
discharge, and they live in. the utmost poverty. They 
9II hoped, by means, to better their fortune, I always 
having had money enough ; and with money nothing 
is more easy than to find friends, in places where 
each individual is desirous of escapii^ from slavery. 
- The talents of Schell were of a superior order \ he 
spoke and wrote six languages, and was well ac-* 
quainted wi^ alL the fine arts. He had served*in the 
regiment of Fouquet, had been injured by his colonel, 
who was a Pomeranian ; and Fouquet, who was no 
friend to well-informed officers, had sent him to a gar« 
rison regiment. He had twice demanded his dismis- 
sion, but the king sent him then to this species of im- 
. prisonment ; he then determined to avenge himself by 
deserting, and was ready to aid ine in recovering my 
freedom, that he might by that iQeans spite Fouquet 

We deterouned eFezy thing should be prepared 
against the fir^t time Schell mounted guard, and that 
our project should be executed on the next. Thus, 
as he mounted guard every four days, the eighth was 
to be that of o^r flight 

The governor meantime had been informed how 
femiliar I was become with the officers ; at which, 
taking ofience, he sent orders that my door should no 
more be opened, but that J should receive my food 
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through a small wmdow that had heen made for that 
purpose. The care of the prison was committed to 
thB major, and he was forbidden to eat with me, un^ 
der pain of being broken. 

His precautions were inejSectual : the officers pro- 
cured a false key, and remained with me half the day 
and night 

Captain Damnitz was imprisoned in an apartment 
by the side of mine. This man had deserted from 
the Prussian service, with the money belonging to 
his company, to Austria, where he obtained a com* 
mission in his cousin's regiment, who having prevail- 
ed 0)1 him to serve as a spy ddring the campaign of 
1744, he was taken in the Prussian territories, known, 
and condemned to be hanged. 

Some Swedish volunteers, who were then in the 
army,^interested themselves ift hi» behalf, and his sen- 
tence was changed to perpetual imprisonment, with 
a sentence of infamy. 

This wretch, who, two years after, by the aid of 
his protectors, not only obtained his liberty, but a 
lieutenant-colonel's commission, was the secret spy 
of the major over the prisoners ; and he remarked 
that, notwithstanding the express prohibition laid on * 
the officers, they still passed the greater part of their 
time in my company. 

The 24th of December came, and Schell mounted 
guard. He entered my prison immediately, where 
he continued a long time ; and we made our arrange* 
ments for flight when he next should mount guard. 

Lieutenant Schroeder that day dined with the go- 
vernor, and heard orders given to the adjutant &at 
Schell should be taken from the guard, and put un- 
der arrest. 

Schroeder, who was in the secret, had no doubt 
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bttt that we were betrayed, not knowing that the spy 
Domnitz had informed the fovemojr that Sch«U wai 
tfien in my chamber. 

Sohroedw fiill of terror, eame mnaing to the citadel, 
ttiid said to Seh/dl — ^^ Save thyself, friend ; all is dia* 
eovered, and thou wiU instantly be put under ap» 
Itest" 

Schell might have easily provided for his own 
safety, 1^ flyhig singly, Schroeder having prepared 
horses, on one of whi^ he himself offered to aocooH 
pony him into Bohemia. 

How did this worthy man^ in a moment so dan- 
^rous, act toward his friend. 

Running suddenly fbto my prison, he drew a eop* 
pond's sabre from under his coat, said-^ Friend^ 
we are beti^yed ; follow me, only do not sufier me 
to fall alive into the hands of my enemies." 

I would have spoken; hut interrupting me^ and 
taking me by the hand, he addad-*-^^ Follow me»-«» 
we have not a moment to lose." I Uierefore slipt on 
my coat and boots, without having time to take the 
little money I had lefl; and, as we went out <^ the 
prison, Schell said to the sentinel----^ I am taking the 
prisoner into the officer's i^Nfftm^t; stand where 
*you are." . 

Into this room we really went, but passed out at 
the other door. The design 0f Schell was to go 
under the arsenal, whioh was not fkr off, to gain the 
covered way, leap the palisadoes, and aflerward es- 
cape the best manner we mi|[ht. We htfd scarcely 
gone a hundred paces before we met the adjutant and 
Major Qjoaadt. 

Schell started back, sprang upon the rampart, and 
leaped the wall, which was there not ,very high. I 
followed, and alighted unhurt, except having grazed 

6* 
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my shoulder. My poor friend was not to fortunate, 
having put out his anc)e. He immediately drew his 
nword, presented it to me, and begged me to dispatcli 
him^ and fly. He Was a small weak man ; but, &r 
firom pomplying with his request, I took hun in my 
arms, threw him over the palisadoes, afterwards got 
him on my back, and began to run, without very well 
knowing which way I went. > 

It may not be unnecessary to remark those fprtU"* 
Date circumstances that &voured our enterprise. 

The sun had jUst set as we took to flight : thQ 
hoar frost fell. No one would run the risk that we 
had done, by making so dangerous a leap. We hean} 
a terrible noise behind us. Ev^ry body knew us ; but 
before they could go round the citadel, and through 
the town, in order to pursue us, we had g6t a full half- 
league. 

The alarm guns were fired before we were a 
hundred paces distant ; at which my friend wa» very 
much terrified, knowing that, in such cases, it waa 
generally impossible to escape from Glatz, unless &e 
fugitives had got the start full two hours before die 
alarm guns were heard, the passes being immediately 
all stoppefl by the peasants and hussars, who are ex* 
ceedingly vigilant No sooner is a prisoner missed 
than the gunner runs from the guard-house and fires 
the cannon on the three sides of the fortress, which 
are kept loaded day and night for that purpose. 

We were not &ve hundred paces from the waUs 
when all, before us and behind us, were in motion. 
It was daylight when we leaped, yet was our attempt 
as fortunate as it was wonderful. This I attribute to 
my presence of mind, and the reputation I bad already 
acquired, which made it thought a service of danger 
for two or three men to attack me. 
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It was, beside, imagined we were well pitoyided 
with arms for our defence; and it was little suspect- 
ed that Schell had only his sword, and I an old coi^ 
poral's sabre. 

Among the officers commanded to pursue us was 
Lieutenant Bart, my intimate friend. Captain Zerbst, 
of the regiment of Fouquet, who had always testified 
the kindness of a brother toward me, met us on the 
Bohemian frontiers, and called to me«— ^' Make to the 
left, brother, a^id you will see some lone houses, 
which are on the Boheniian confines : the hussars 
hare rode straight forward.*' He then passed on, as 
if he had not s^en us. , 

We had nothing to fear from the officers ; for the 
intin^aoy between the Prussian officers was at that 
time so great, and the word of honour so sacfred, that 
during my rigorous detention at Glatz, I had been 
once six-and-thirty hours hunting at Neurode, at the 
fceat of Baron Stillfriede. Lunitz had taken my place 
in the prison, which the major knew when he came 
to make his visit. Hence may be conjectured how 
great was the confidence in which the word of the 
xmfortunate Trenck was held at Glatz, since they did 
-not fear letting him leave his dungeon, and hunt*oh the 
very confined of Bohemia. This too, shows the go- 
urernor was deceived, in despite of his watchfulness 
arid orders, and that a man of honour, with money, 
and good head and heart, will never want friends. 

These my memoirs will be a picture of what tfie 
national character then was; and will prove that, 
with officers who lived like brothers, and held their 
words so sacred, the Great Frederic well might van- 
quish his enemies. 

Arbitrary power has now introduced the whip of 
slavery, and mechanic subordination has eradicated 
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those noble and lational incitements to ooncord end 
bonoiif ; inslead of which, mistrust and slavish feai^ 
hl^e arisen ; the enthusiastic spirit of the Branden* 
burg warrior declines ; and into this error have most 
of the other ^European states fallen. 

Scarcely h$td I borne my friend three hundred pace« 
before I set him down, and looked abound me ; but 
darkness came o^ so &st that I could aee neither towii 
nor citadel 4 consequently we ourselves could not be 
seen* 

My presence of mind did not forsake me ; death 
or freedom was my detenmnation. " Where are we^ 
Schell ? said I to my friend ; ^ where does Bohemia 
lie ? on which side is the river Neiss ?" The worthy 
man could make^no answer; his mind w>s all con- 
fusion, and he despaired of our esciqpie; he stUl, how- 
ever, entreated I would not let him be taken alive; 
and affirmed my labour was all in vain. 

After having promised, by all that was saered, I 
would save him from aa infamous deaths if no other 
means were left, and thus raised his spirits, he looked 
round, and knew by some trees we were not far from 
the city gates* I asked him ^^ Where is 'the Neiss ?** 
He pointed sideways*-^^ All Glata^ has seen us fly 
toward the Bohemian mountains; it is impossible 
we should avoid the hussars, the passes being all 
guarded, and we beset with enemies." So saying, I 
took him on my shoulders, and carried him to the 
li'eiss : here we distincdy heard the alarm sounding 
in the villages ; and the peasants, who likewise were 
to form the line of desertion, were every where in 
motion, and spreading the alarm^ As it may not be 
known to aU my readers in what manner they pro- 
ceed on these occasions in Prussia, X will here give 
H short account of it 
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OfficeiB are daily named, on the parade, "Whose 
dtitj it is to follow fugitives as soon as the alaim 
guns aie fired. 

The peasants in the villages, likewise, are daily 
appointed to run to the guard of eertdn posts. The 
G^cers immediately fly to these posts, to see that 
the peasants do their duty, and prevent the prisoner's 
escape. Thus does it seldom haj^pen that a soldier 
can efiect his escape, unless he' be, at the leasts an 
hour on his toad before the alarm guns ate fired. 

I now return to my story. 

I came to the Niess, which was a little frozen, en- 
tered it with my fiiend, and carried him as long as I 
could wade ; and when I could not feel the bottom, 
which did not continue for more than a space or 
eighteen feet, he clung round me, and thus we got 
safely to the otiher shore; 

My father taught all his sons to swim, for which 
I haye often had to thank him ; since by means of 
this art, which is easily learnt in childhood, I had on 
various occasions presehred my life, and was more 
bold in danger. Princes who wish to make their sub* 
jects soldiers, should have them educated so as to 
fear neither fire nor water. How great would be the 
advantage of being able to cross a river with whole 
battalions, when it is necessaary to attack, or retreat 
before the enemy, and when tipie will n(4 permit to 
prepare bridges I 

The reader will easily suppose swimming in the 
midst of December, and remaining afterward eigh- 
teen hours in the open air, a severe hardship. About 
seven o'clock the hoar fog M^as succeeded by frost 
and moonlight. The carrying of my friend kept me 
warm, it is true ; but I began to be tired, whUe he 
sufiered ev^ry thing that firost, the pain of a dislocated 
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{pot, which I IB vaia eiideavQui«4 to raeet, and the 
danger of death firoma thpusaod hapda, could infiietk 

We were somewhat more tranquil, howevei^ haviii|[ 
reached the oppo^te shore ci the Neis^^ since no- 
body would pursue us on the iroid to Silesia. J £c»)« 
lowed the coi^rise of the river for hidf an hour, and 
having once passed the first villages that formed the 
line of desertion, with which Schell was perfectljr 
acquainted, we in a lucky iqcsaent found a fisherman's 
boat moored to the shore. Into this we leaped^ 
crossed the river again, and soon gained the moun- 
tains. 

• Here being come, we set ourselves down awhile 
on the snow : hope revived in our hearts, and we held 
Council concemhig how it was best ^ act I cut m 
stick to assist Schell in hopping fprward, as well m 
he could, when I was tired of cafryiiig him ; and ttms 
we continued our route, the diiicuhies of which were 
increased by the mountain-snows. 

Thus passed the night; during which, up to the 
middle in ^ow, we made but little way. There Mrei« 
no paths to be traced in the mountains, and they 
were in many places impassible. Day at length apr* 
peared — we thought ourselves near the frontiens^ 
which are twenty English. mibs from Glata, whoa 
we suddenly^ to our great terror, heard the city clock 
strike. 

Overwhelmed as we w^re by hunger, cold, fatigiiei 
and pain, it was impossible we should hold out 
through the day. After some c(^sid^ration and asf 
other half*hour's labour, we came to a village at the 
foot of the mountain, on the side of which, about 
three hundred paces frpm us, we perceived two sepa- 
rs^te houses, which inspired us with a stratagem that 
was successful. 



We lost our hats in leaping the ramparts; btft 
Sehell had preserved his scarf and gorget, which 
iroald give hiin< authority among the peasants. 

I then cut my ^finger, Tubbed the blood over ray 
fiiee, my shirt, and my coat, and bound up my head, 
to give myself the appearance of a m^ dangerously 
wounded. ^ 

In this condition I carried Schell to the end of the 
wood, not fiur from these houses ; here he tied my 
lumds behind my bade, but so that I could easily dw- 
ei^fage them in case of need, and hobbled after me, 
by an! of his sta0^ calling for help. 

Two old peasants appeared^ and Sichell command- 
ed them to run to the village, and tell a magistrate 
to come immediately with a cart. ^^ I have seized 
this knave," added he, '^ who has killed my horse, 
and in the struggle I have put out my ancle ; how- 
ever, I have wouilded and bound him — ^fly quickly, 
bring a cart, lest he should die before he is hanged. 

As for roe, I suffered myself to be led, as if half 
dead, into the house. A peasant was dispatched to 
the village. An old woman and a pretty girl seemed 
^to take great pity cm me, and gave me some bread 
and milk : but how great was our astonishment when 
the a^ed peasant called Schell by his name, and told 
him he well knew we were deserters, having the night 
before been at a neighbouring alehous% where the 
officer in pursuit of us c«ne, named and described 
US, and related th^ whole history of our flight. The 
-peasant knew Schell, because his son served in his 
company, and had often spoken of him when he was 
quartered at' Habelschwert. 

Presence of mind and resolution were all that were 
now left. I instantly ran to the stable, while Schdll 
detained the peasant in the chamber : he however. 
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vas a worthy man, and directed him the road toward 
Bohemia. We were still but about some seven mileii 
from Glatz, having lost ourselves among the moun*- 
tains, where we had wandered many miles. The 
daughter followed me : I found three horses in th« 
stable, but no bridles. I conjured her, in the most 
passionate manner, to assist me : she was affected, 
seemed half willing to follow me, and gave me two 
bridles. I led the horses to tlie door, called Scheli^ 
and helped him, with his lame leg, on horseback. 
The old peasant then began to weep and beg I would 
not take his horses ; but he luckily wanted courage, 
and perhaps the will to impede us ; for with nothing 
more than a dung-fork, in our then feeble condition, 
he might have stopped us long enough to have called 
in assistance from the village. 

And now behold us on horseback, without hats or 
saddles ; Schell with his uniform scarf and gorge^ 
and I in my red regimental coat. Still we. were in 
danger of seeing all our hopes vanish, for my horse 
would not stir from the stable ; however, at last, good 
horseman like, I made him move. Schell led the 
way ; and we had scarcely gone a hundred paces be* 
fore we perceived the peasants coming in crowds from 
the village. 

As kind fortune would have it, the people were all 
at church, ^t being a festival : the peasants Schell had 
sent were obliged to call' aid out of the church. U 
was but nine in the morning ; and had the peasants 
been at home, we had been lost past redemption. 

We were obliged to take the road to Wunshelburg, 
and pass through the towil, where Schell had been 
quartered a month before, and in which he was 
known by every body. Our dress, without hats or 
"'Mldles, sufficiently proclaimed we were deserters ; 
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our horses, however^ continued to go tolerably well ; 
and we had good luck to get through the town, al* 
though there was a garrison of one hundred and eighty 
in&ntry, and twelve horse, purposely to arrest de- 
serters. Schell knew the road to Brummen, where 
he arrived at eleven o'clock, after having met, as I 
before mentioned. Captain Zerbst* 

He who has been in the same situation only can 
imagine, though he never can describe, all the joy 
we felt An innocent man, languishing in a dungeon, 
who, by his own endeavours, has broken his chains, 
regained his liberty, in despite of all the arbitrary 
power of princes, who vainly would oppose ^ him, 
conceives, in moments like these, such an abhorrence 
of despotism, that I could not well compjfehend how 
I ever could resolve to live under govemmente where 
wealth, content, hpjiour, liberty, and life, all depend 
upon a master's will, and who, were his intentions 
the most pure, could not be able, singly, to do jus- 
tice to a whole nation. 

• Never did I, during life, feel pleasure more exqui-- 
site than at this moment My friend for me had risked 
a shameful death, and now, after having carried him 
at least twelve hours on my shoulders, I had saved 
both him and myself. We certainly should not have 
sufiered any man to bring us alive back again to Glatz. 
Yet this was but the first act of ^e tragedy of which 
I was doomed the hero, and , the mournful incidents 
of which all arose out of, and depended on, each 
other. 

Could I have read the book of fate, and have seen 
the forty years fearful aiflictions that were to follow, 
I certainly should not have rejoiced at this my escape 
from Glatz. One year's patience might have appeased 
the irritated monarch ; and^ taking a retrospect of all 
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that has jwssed^ I now find it would have been a for- 
tunate circymstance had the food and faithful Schell 
and I never met, since he also fell into a train of 
misfortunes, which I shall hereafter relate, and horn 
which he could never extric^e himself but by death. 
The sufierings which I have since undergone will be 
read with astonishment. ' 

It is my consolation that both the laws Of honour 
and nature justify the action. It may serve as an ex- 
ample ai the fortitude with which danger ought to 
be encountered, and show monarchs that in Germany, 
as well as in Rome, there are men who refuse to 
crouch beneath the yoke of despotiEon, and that phi* 
losophy and resolution are stronger than even those 
lords of slaves, with all their threats, whips, tortures^ 
and instruments of death. 

In Prussia, where my sufferings might have made 
me supposed the worst of traitors, is my innocence 
universally acknowledged ; and instead of contempt, 
there have I gained the love of the whole nation, 
which is the best compensation for all the ills I have 
suffered, and for having persevered in the virtuous 
principles taught me in my youth, persecuted, as I 
have been, by envy and malicious power. I have not 
time further to moralise ; the numerous incidents of 
my life would otherwise swell these voltanes to too 
great an extent 

Thus in freedom at Braunau, on the Bohemian 
frontiers, I sent the horses, with the corporal's sword, 
back to General Fouquet, at Glatz. The letter ac- 
companying them was so pleasing to him, that all the 
sentinels before my prison door, as well as the guard 
under arms, and all ^Me we passed, were obliged to 
run the gauntlet, although, the very day before, he had 
himself deckred my escape was now rendered im 
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possible. Be, however, was deceived ; and tmis do 
the mean revenge ^ems^ves on the^naserable, and 
the tyrant on the innocent 

And now, for the fiivt time, did I quit my country, 
and fly, like Joseph, from the pit into which his fidse 
brother had cast him ; and in this the presMit mO« 
ment of joy for my escape, the loss ev^n of friends 
and countxy apfieared to me the excess of good kat* 
tune. 

The estates which had been purchased by tibe blood 
of my fore&thers were confiscated; and dius was a 
youth, of one of the noblest iamiliei^ in the land) 
whose heart was all zeal for the service of his king 
and country, and who was among those most capa* 
ble to render them service, banished by this unjust 
and misled king, and treated like the worst of mis- 
creants, malefactors, and traitors. 

I wrote to the king, and sent him a true state <^ 
my case ; sent indubitable proofe of my innocence, 
and supplicated justice, but received no answer. 

In this the monarch may be justified, at least in 
my apiH^hension. A wicked man had maliciously 
and fadsely accused me; Colond Jaschinsky had 
made him suspect^ me for a traitor, and it was impos- 
sible he should read my heart. The first act of in- 
justice had been hastily committed ; I had been con- 
demned unheard, unjudged, and the injustice that had 
been doiie me was known too late; Frederic the 
Great found he was not infallible. Pardon I would 
not ask, for I had committed no offence; and the 
king would not probably own, by a reverse of 'con- 
duct, he had been guilty of injustice. My resolution 
increased his obstinacy ; but, in the discussion of the 
cause, our power was very unequal. 

The monarch once really loved me ; he meant my 
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punishtnent should only be temporary, and as a trial 
of my fidelity. That I had been condemned to no 
more than a year's imprisonment had never been told 
me. and was a &ct I did not learn till long after. 

Ma|or Doo, who, as I have said, was the creature 
of Fouquet, a mean and covetous man, knowing I 
had money, had always acted the part of a protector, 
as he pretended to me, and continually told me t was 
condemned for life. He perpetually turned the con* 
Tersation on the great credit of his general with the 
king, and his own great credit with the general. For 
the present of a horse, on which I rode to Glatz, he 
gave me the freedom of walking about the fortress ; 
and ' for another, worth a hundred ducats, I rescued 
Ensign Reitz from death, who had «been betrayed 
when endeavouring to eflfect our escape. I have been 
assured that, on that very day on which I snatched 
his sword from his side, desperately passed through 
the garrison, and leaped the walls of the rampart, he 
was expressly come to tell me, after some prefatory 
threats, that, by his general's intercession my punish- 
ment was only to be a year's imprisonment, and that, 
consequently, I should be released in a few days. 

How vile were means like these to wrest money 
from the unfortunate ! The king, after this my maid 
flight, certainly was never ii^ormed of the major's 
base cunning ; he could only be told that, rather than 
wait a few (kys, I had chosen, in this desperate man- 
ner, to make my escape, and go over to the enemy. 

Thus deceived and strengthened in his suspicion, 
roust he not imagine my desire to forsake my coun- 
try, and desert to the enemy, was unbounded ? How 
could he do otherwise than imprison a subject, who 
thus endeavoured to injure him, and aid his foes ? 
Thus, by the calumnies of wicked men, did my cruel 
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desiiny daily become more seirere^and at length ren^ 
der the deceived monarch irreconcileable ana crnel. * 

Yet how could il be supposed that I would not 
willii;igly have remained three weeks looger in pri- 
son, to have been hononral^ly restored to liberty ; to 
have prevented the confiscation of my estate ; and to 
have once more returned to my loved mistress at 
Berlin? 

And now was I, in Bohemia, a fiigitjive stranger, 
without money, protector, or friend, and only twenty 
jraars of age. 

In Ihe campaign of 1744, 1 had been quartered at 
Braunau, with a weaver, whom I advised and assisted 
to bury his eflects, and preserve them from being 
plundered. The woi'thy maa received us with joy 
and gratitude. I had lived, in this same house, but 
two years before, as absolute master of him and his 
fate. I haid then nine horses and five servants, with 
the highest and most favourable hopes of futurity ; 
but now I came a fugitive, seeking protection, and 
having lost .all a youth like me had to lose. / 

I had but a single louis-Ki'or in my purse, and Schell 
forty kreutzers, or 8c»ne~ three shillings; with this 
smidl sum, in a strange country, we had to cure his 
sprain, and provide for all our wants. 

I was determined not to go to my cousin Trenck, 
at Vienna, fearfiil this should . seem a justification of 
all my imputed treasons ; I rather wished to embark 
for the East Indies^ than to have i:ecour8e to this ex- 
pedient. The greater my delicacy was, the greater 
became my distress. I wrote to my mistress at Ber- 
lin, but received no answer; possibly because I 
could not indicate ftny certain mode of conveyance. 
My mother believed me guilty, and abandoned me ; 
my brothers were still minors; and my friend, at 
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SchweidnitZ) coidd not aid me, being gone to Ko^ 
nigsberg. 

After three weeks abode at Braunau, my friend 
recovered o#his lameness. We had been obliged to 
sell my watch, with his scarf and gorget, to supply 
onr necessities ; and had only four ^prins remaining. 

From the public papers I learnt, my cousin, the 
Austrian Trenck, was at this time closely confined 
and under criminal prosecution. It will easily be ima- 
gined what effect this news had upon me. 

Never till now had I felt any inconvenience from 
poverty ; my wants had all been amply supplied, and 
I had ever lived among, and been highly loved and 
esteemed by, the first people of the land. I was now 
destitute, without aid, and undetermined how to seek 
employment or obtain fame. 

At length I determined to travel, on foot, to Pnuh* 
sia, to my mother, and obtain money from her, and 
afterward enter into the Russian service. Schelly 
whose destiny was linked to mine, would not forsake 
me. We assumed false names ; I called myself Knert, 
Imd Schell, Lesch; then obtaining passports, like 
common deserters, we lefl Braunau on the 21st of 
January in the evening, unseen of any person, and 
proceeded towards Bilitz in Poland. A friend I had 
at Neurode gave me a pair of pocket pistols, a mus- 
ket, and three ducats ; . the money was spent at Bran* 
nau. Here let me take occasion to remark, I had 
lent this friend, in urgent necessity, a hundred ducats, 
which he still owed -me ; and, when I sent to request 
payment, he returned me three, as if I had aaked 
charity. 

Though a circumstantial description of our travels 
would sdone fill a volume, I shall only relate the 
most singular accidents which happened to us ^ I 
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shall also insert the journal of our route^ which my 
friend ScheU had preserved, and gave me^ in 1779, 
when he came to see me at Aix-la'-ChapeUie, after an 
absence of thirty years. « 

This may be called the first scene in which I ap* 
peared as an adventurer; and perhaps my good for- 
tune' may even have oveihalanced the bad, since I 
have escaped death full thirty times, when ^ th9 
chances were at least a hundred to one against me ; 
certain it 'is, I undertook many things in whic^ I 
seemed to have owed my preservation tp the very 
rashness of the action, in which others equally brave 
would have found death* 
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Of travels on foot, from Braunan, in Bohetnia, throng 
Bilitz in Poland, to Meseritz ] and from Meseritz by 
Thornj to Elbing; in the whole 169 Gersian miles^ 
performed without begging or stealing. 

Jaw. 18, 1747.— From Braunau, by PoHtz, to Na^ 
chod, three miles, we having three florins forty-five 
kreutzers in our purse, 

Jan. 19. — ^To N^udstat. Here ScheU bartered his 
unifortn for an old coat ; >and a Jew gave him two 
florins fifleen kreutzers in exchange ; fi-om hence we 
went to Reichenau ; in all three miles. 

Jan. 20— 'We went to Leutomischel, five miles* 
Here I bought a loaf hot out of the oven, which 
eating greedily, had nearly caused my death. — ^Tbis 
obliged us to rest a day ; and the extravagant charge 
of the landlord almost emptied our purse. 
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Jan. &2.-^From' Tiibau to Zwittaw in Moravia, 
four miles. 

Jan. 33^ — :To Sternberg, six miles. This day's 
journey fsMgued poor Sche]l; his sprained ancle 
being still extremely weak. 

Jan. %4.-:— T^ Leipnitz, four roSes ;. in a deep snow, 
and wkh empty stomachs. Here I ifold my stock- 
Ibiickle for fcmr florins. 

JaA. 25, — To Freyberff, by Weisjtirch, to Dra- 
chotushch, five mile^. Early in the morning we found 
a violin and case on the road ; the innkeeper in Weis- 
kireh gave lis two florins for it ojpi condition that he 
should return it to the owner, on proving his right ; 
it being worth at least twenty. 

Jan. 26.— ^To Freiderick, in Upper Silesia, two 
miles. 

Jan. 27. — ^To a village four miles and a half. 

Jan. 28. — ^Through Scotscha to Bilitz, three miles. 
This was the last Austrian. town on the frontiers of 
Poland ] and Captain Capi, of the regiment of Maris- 
chall, who commanded the garrison, demanded our 
passports. We.had both false names, and called our- 
selves common Prussian deserters ; but a drummer 
.who had deserted from Glats knew us, and betrayed 
lis to the captain, who immediately arrested us very 
rudely, and sent us on foot to Teschin, refusing us a 
hearing, four miles distant 

Here we found Lieutenant*Colonel Baron Schwar- 
zer, a perfectly wordiy man, who was highly inte- 
rested in our behalf, and who blamed the irregular 
arbitrary conduct of Captain Capi. I frankly related 
my adventures, and he used every possible argument 
to persuade n^e, instead of continuing my journey 
through Poland, to go to Vienna ; but in vain : my 
good genius this time preserved me ^ would to God 
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it had ever ! Ho^ many miseries ha4 I then avoided, 
and how easily might I have escaped the snares 
spread for me by the powerful, who have seized on 
my property, and, in order to secure it, have hitherto 
rendered me use;Jess. to the state, by depriving me of 
dU post or employment. 

I returned, therefore, a second time to Bilitz, tnr 
veiling these four miles once more. Schwarzer lent 
us his own horse, and fcVur ducats, which I have 
since repaid, but which I shall never forget, as they 
were of signal service to me, lyid procured me a pair 
of new boots. 

Irritated against Captain Capi, We passed through 
Bilits without stopping, went immediately to Biala, 
the first town in Poland, and from thence I sent Capi 
a challenge to fight me with sword or pistol, but re- 
ceived no answer ; and his non-appearance has ever 
confirmed him, in my opinion, a rascal. 

And here suffer me to take a retrospective view of 
what was then my situation. By the orders of Capi 
I was sent prisoner as a contemptible deserter, and 
was unable to call him to account. In Poland, in- 
deed, I had that power, but was despised as a vaga- 
bond, because of my poverty. What, alas ! are the 
advantages which the love of honour^ science, courage, 
or desire of fame can bestow, wanting the means that 
should introduce us to, and bid us walk erect in pre- 
sence of our equals ? Youth, depressed by poverty, 
is robbed of the society of those who* best can afford 
example and instruction. I had lived femiliar with 
the great ; men of genius had formed and enlightened 
me ; I had been enumerated among the &vourites of 
a court ; and now I was a stranger, unknown, unes- 
teemed, nay, contemned, obliged to endure the ex- 
tremes of cold, hunger, and thirst ; to wander many 
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a weary mile, sufknag both ii^ body and npind, while 
every ^p led me farther fron[i her. whom I moat 
loved, and dearest; yet had I no £xed plan, no. cer- 
tain knowledge in what ihe^e my labours fUdd sofier- 
inga should end. 

I was too proud to discover myself; but indeed to 
whom could I discover myself in a strange land ? 
My name might have availed me !in Austria, where 
Mb name was known, would I not remain ; rath^ 
than seek my fortune there, I was determined to shun 
whatever might tend to render me suspicious i|a the 
eyes of my country. How liable was a temper so 
acdent as nune, in the midst of difficulties, fatigues, 
and disappointments hard to endure, to betray meinto 
ail those errors of which rash youth, unaccustomed 
to hardship, impatient of ccmtrariety, are so often 
guilty! But I had taken my resolution; and my 
Siithfull Schell, to whom hunger, or ease, contempt, 
or £une, for my sake, were become indifferent, did 
whatever I desired. 

Once more to my journal. 

FjiB. 1, — ^We proceeded four miles from Biala to 
Oswintzin, I having determined to ask aid from my 
sister, who had married Waldow and lived, much at 
her ease, on a fine estate at Hanmer in Brandenburgh, 
between Lansberg on the Warta aud M^eritz, a fron- 
tier town of Poland. Fpr this reason we continued 
QUI route all along the Silesian confines to Meseritz. 

Fkb. 2. — ^To Bobrek and Elkusch, ^ve miles. We 
sufiTered much this day because of the snow, and that 
the lightness of bur dress was ill suited to such severe 
weather. Schell, negligently, lost our purse, in which 
were nine florins. I had still, however, nineteen 
grosch in my pocket (about ^halta-crown). 

Fkb. 3v-— To Crumelew, three miles ; and 
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Feb. 4. — ^To Wladowiegud Joreck, three miles 
more ; and from thence, on 

Feb. 5. — To Czenetochowa, where there is a mag- 
nificent convent, concerning which, had I rooftn, I 
might write ipany remarkable things, much to tfie 
disgrace of its inhabitants. 

We slept at an inn k^t by a very worthy ntfoi) 
whose name was Lazar. He had been a lieutenant 
in the Austrian service, where he had suffered much, 
and was now become a poor innkeeper in Poland. 
We had not a penny in our purse, and requested a 
bit of bread. The generous man h^d compassion 
on us, and desired us to sit down, and eat with him- 
self. I Ihen told him who we were, and trusted hiza 
with the motives of our journey. Scarcely had we 
supped before a carriage arrived, with three people. 
They had their own horses, a servant, and a coach- 
man. 

« This is a remarkable incident, and I must relate it 
circumstantially, though as briefly as possible. 

We had met this carriage at EHkusch, and one of 
these people had asked Schell where he was going : 
he had replied, to Czenstochowa ; we therefore had 
not the least suspicion of them^ notwithstanding the 
danger we ran. 

They lay at the inn, saluted us, but with indiffer- 
ence, not deeming to notice us, and spoke little. We 
had not been long in bed before our host came to 
Awaken us, and told us with surprise, these pretended 
merchants were sent to arrest us from Prussia ; that 
they had offered, first, fifty, afterwards a hundred 
ducats, if he would permit them to take us in his 
house, and carry us into Silesia ; that he had firmly 
rejected the proposal, though they had increased their 
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promises ; and that* at last they had given him six 
ducats, to engage his silence. 

We clearly saw these were an^ officer and under- 
o^cers sent by General Fouquet, to recover us. We 
conjectured by what means.they h«d discovered our 
rout, and imagined the infonnation they had received 
could only come from one Lieutenant MoQinie, of 
the garrison of Habelschwert, who had come to visit 
Schell, as a friend, during our stay at Braunau. He 
had remained with us two days, and had asked many 
questions concerning the road we should take, and 
he Mras the only one who knew it. He was probably 
the spy of Fouquet, and the cause of what happened 
afterwards, which, however, ended in the defeat of 
our enemies. 

The moment I heard of this infamous treachery, 
I was for entering with my pistols primed, inta the 
enemy's chamber, but was prevened by Schell and 
Lazar ; the latter entreated me, in the strongest man- 
ner, to remain in his house till I should receive a 
supjdy from my mother, that I might be enabled to 
continue my jouriiey with more ease and less danger ; 
but his entreaties were ineflectual. I was determined 
to see her, uncertain as I was of what ef^ct my lelter 
had produced. Lazar assured me we should, most 
in&lUbly, be attacked oil the road. , " So much the 
better," retorted I ; " that will give me an opportunity 
of dispatching tbem, sending them to the o&er world, 
and shooting them as I would highwaymen." They 
departed at break of day, and took the road to Warsaw. 

We would have been gone likewise ; but Lazar, in 
some sort, forcibly detained us, and gave us the six 
ducats he had received from the Prussians, with which 
we bought us each a shirt, another pair of pocket 
pistols, and other urgent necessaries : then took an 
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aflectioimte leave of our host, who directed tis on 
our way, and we testified our gratitude for the great 
service done us. . 

Feb. 6. — From Czenstochowa to Dankow, two 
tniles. ' Here we expected an attack. Lazarhad told 
vs our enemies had only one musket ; . I also had a 
musket, and an excellent sahre, and each of us was 
provided with a pair of pistols. They knew not we 
)Were so well, armed, which perhaps wais the cause of 
their panic, when tney came to engage. 

Feb. 7. — ^We took the rOad to Parsemechi: we 
had not been an hour on the road before we saw a 
carriage : as we drew near, we knew it to be that of 
our enemies, who pretended it was set in the snow. 
They were round it, and, when they saw us a^^roach, 
began to call for help. This, we guessed, was an 
artifice to entrap tis. Schell was not strong ; they 
would all have fallen upon me, and we should easily 
have been carried off; for they wanted to take us alive. 

We left the causeway about thirty paces, answer- 
ing — '^ We had not time to give them help ;'' at which 
they* ail ran to their carriage, drew out their pistols, 
and returning full speed ailer us, called — '^ Stop, ras- 
cals!" " We began to run; but I, suddenly turning 
round, presented my piece, and shot the nearest dead 
on the spot Schell fired his pistols ; our opposers 
did the same, and Schell received a ball in the neck 
at this discharge. It was now my turn : I took out 
my pistols ; one of the assailants fied, and I, enraged, 
pursued him three hundred paces, overtook him, and, 
as he was defending himself with his sword, perceiv- 
ing he bled and made a feeble resistance, pressed upon 
him, and gave him a stroke that brought him down. 
I instantly returned to Schell, whom I found in the 
power of two others, that were dragging him towards 
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the carriiige ; but when they saw me at their heelv, 
they fled over the fields: The coaehman, perceiving 
which way thp battle went, leaped on his box, and 
drove off at full speed. 

Schell, though delivered, was wounded with a bidi 
in the neck, and by a cut in the right hand, which 
had made him drop his sword ; though he affirmed 
he had run one of his adversaries through. 

I took a silver watch from the nian t had killed, 
and was going to make free willi his purse, wlien 
Schell called, and showed me a coach and six eomingr 
ddwn a hill. . To stay would have exposed us to have 
been imprisoned as highwayman : for the two fngi^ 
tives, who had escaped us, would certainly have borne 
witness against us. Safety only could be found in 
fl^ht. I, however,'seized the* musket and hat of him 
I had first killed, and we then gained the copse, and 
after that the forest. The road was round about, and 
it was night before we reached Parsemechi. 

Schell was besmeared with blood ; I had bound up 
his wounds the best I could : but in Polish villages 
no surgeons are to be found ; and he performed his 
journey with great difliculty. We met with two 
Saxon undep-officers here, who were recruiting for 
the regiment of guards at Dresden. My six-feet height 
and^ person pleased them, and they iqimediately made 
themselves acquainted with me. I found them intel<^ 
ligent and entrusted them with our secret, told them 
who we were, related the battle we had that day had 
with our pursuers ; aild I had not reason to repent 
of my confidence in them. Sdhell had his wounds 
drest, and we remained seven days with these good 
•Saxons, who ikithfully kept us company. 

I learned, meantime, that of the four men by whom 
we had been assaulted, one <»&ly,aiid the coachman. 
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letiirned alive to Glatz. The name of the officfer who 
luxdertook thiid vile husiness, was Gerhdotf ; he had 
ft hundred and fifty ducats in his poieket when fonod 
depd. How great would onr good fortune have been^ 
had not that cursed eoach and six, by its appearance^ 
made us take $o flight, since the booty wouM have 
been most just ! Fortune, this time, did not favour 
the innocent; and though treacherously attacked, I 
was obliged to escape like a guilty wretch.. We sold 
the watch to a Jew fop four ducats, the hat for three 
florins and a half, and the musket for. a duca,t, Schell 
being unable to carry it farther. We left most of this 
money behind us at Parsemechi. A Jew surgeon sold 
vs dear platers, which we took with us, and de* 
parted. 

Feb. 15; — Prom Parsemechi, through Vielum^ io 
Bkda, four miles. 

, Fan; 16. — ^Through Jerischow to Misorcen, fottt 
miles and a half. 

Feb. 17.— To Osterkow and Sekwarzwald, three 
.miles. 

Feb. 18. — ^To Sdune, four miles^ 
Feb. 19. — ^To GoUin, two miles. 
Here we arrived wholly destitute of money. I sold 
my coat to a Jew, who gave me four florins and a 
ooatse waggoner^s froek in exchange, which I did not 
think I should long need, as we now drew-nearer to 
Where my sister lived, and where 1 hoped I should 
be better equipped. Schell, however, grew weaker 
$LttA weaker ; his wounds healed slowly, and were 
expensive *, the cold also was injurious to him ; and, 
as he was not by nature cleanly in his person, his 
body soon became the harbour of every species of 
vermin to be picked up in Poland. We often arrived 
wet and weary to our smoky, reeking stove^rocm ; 
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often \f e were obliged to lie on straw, or the bare 
bpards ; and the various hardships we sufiered are 
^most incredible. Wandering ds we did in the midst 
of winter, through Poland^ where hiunanity, hospi- 
tality, and gentle pity, are scarcely so much as known 
by name ; where merciless Jews deny the poor tra- 
veller a bed, and where we, disconsolately, strayed 
without bread, and almost naked ; these were suiB^iv 
ii^, the full extent of which he only can conceive 
by whom they have been felt. My musket now and 
then prociu'ed us an occasional meal of tame geese, 
and cocks and hens, when these were to be had ; 
otherwise we never took or touched any thing that, 
was not our own. We met with Saxon and Prussian 
recruiters at various places ; all of whom, on account 
of my youth and stature, were eager to inveigle me. 
,1 was highly diverted to hear them enumerate all the 
possibilities of future greatness, and how liable I w 
hereafter to become a corporal : nor was, I less merry ' 
with their mead, ale, and brandy, given with an in- 
tent to make me drunk. Thus had we many artifice^ 
to guard against ; but thus had we, likewise very 
luckily for us, miMiy & good meal gratis. 

Feb. 21.. — ^We went from Goblin to Pugnitz, three 
miles and a half. 

Feb. 22.^-Through Storchnest to Schmiegel,four 
miles. 

Here happened a singular adventure. The peasants 
at this place were dancing to a vile scraper on the 
violin: I took the instrument myself, and played 
while they continued their hilarity. They were much 
pleased with my playing ; but when I was tired, and 
desired to have done, they obliged me, first by im- 
portunities, and afterwards by threats, to play on 
all night I was so fatigued, I thought I should have 



Kdttted : at length thejrqwrelled fsmpng thetoselnML 
^hell was steepin^^ on a beiicfa^ and Boote of thmH 
fell on his wounded hand : he rose furious; J seiaed 
toy. arms, hegan to ky about me^ and wkfl^ all was- « 
10 confusion we escaped without fother ill treatment 

What anafde flhibjeet of meditation on the various 
PBEtjas of fate did this i^ght, afford ? But. two [fears 
before I danced at' Berlin with the daughters and sis* 
t^rs of kings*; and here was }, in^ Polish hut, a rag- 
ged, almost-naked musieian, playing foj the sport of 
^orant rustics, whom I was at last obliged to fight 

I was myself the. cause of the trifling misfortune 
that bdel me oh this occasion. Had not my ranity 
led me to show these poor peasants I was-amusician, 
I- might have slept in peace and safety. The same 
vain desire of proving 1 knew more than other mm 
made me, through Ii&, the. continued victim of envy 
and slanderv Had nature too bestowed on me a 
weaker, or a deformed body, I had been less obsei^ 
Yed) less courted^ less sought, and fUiy adventures 
* and mishaps had been fewer. Thus the merits of 
the man <^t6n becomes his miseries; and thus the 
bear,, having learned to danee, must live and die in 
diains. 

This ardour, this. vanity^ or, if you j^case, this 
i^mulation, has however taught me to vanquish a 
l&ousand difhoulties, under which others of cooler 
]^assions, imd more temperate desires, would have 
atmk. May my example remam a warning, and thus 
may my sufibrings become somewhat profitable to' 
the woild, cruel as they have been to myself! Cruel 
they were, and cruel they must continue ; for the 
Wounds I have received are not, will not, cannot, be 
healed. 

Feb. 23. — From Schmiegel to Rakonitz, and from 

7* 
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thance to Karger Holland, four miles and a half. 
Here we sold, to prevent dying of hunger, a shirt, and 
Schell's waistcoat^ for eighteen grosch, or nine schos* 
tack. I had i^hot a pullet the day before, which neces- 
sity obliged ns to eat raw. I also killed a crow, which 
I devoured alone, Schell refusing to taste. Youth, 
and hard travelling created a voracious appetite, and 
our eighteen frosch were soon ezpendjed, 

Fbb. 124. — *We came through Benzen to Lettel, four 
miles. Here we halted a day, to learn the road to 
Hammer in Brandenburg, where my sister lived. I 
happened, luckily, to meet with the wife of a Prussian 
soldier, who lived at Lettel, and belonged to Kols- 
chen, where she was bom a vassal of my sister's 
husband. 1 told her who I was, and she became 
our guide. 

Feb. 26. — To Kurschen and Falkenwalde. 

Feb. 27. — ^Through Neuendorff and Oost, and 
afterwards through a pathless wood, &xe miles akid a 
half to Hammer ; and here I knocked at my sister's 
door at nine o'clock in the evening. 

A maid-servant came to the door, whom I knew ; 
her name was Mary, and she had been bom and 
brought up in my fether's house.' She was terrified at 
seeing a sturdy fellow in a beggar's dress ; which 
perceiving, I asked — ^' Molly, do not you know me ?" 
She answered — ^ No ;" and I then discovered myself 
to her. I asked whether my brother-in-law was at 
home. Mary replied — ^''Yes; but he was sick in 
bed." " Tell my sister, then," said I, ^ that I am 
h««." She showed me into a room, and my sister 
presently came. 

She was alarmed at seeing me, not knowing that 
I had escaped from Glatz; and ran to inform her 
husband, but did not return. 
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A quarter of an hoar after, the good Mary came 
weeping, and ^told ug her master commanded us to 
quit the premises in$taatl7^ or he should he obliged 
to have us arrested, and delivered up as prisoners. 

My sister's husbiAd forcibly detained her, and I 
saw her rto more. 

What my feelings must be, at such a moment, let 
the reader imagine. 1 was too proud, too enraged, 
to ask money ; I furiously left the house, uttering a 
thousand menaces against its inhabitants, while th^ 
kind-hearted Mary, still weeping, slipped three ducats 
into my hand, which I accepted. 

And now behold us, once more, in the wood) 
which was not above a hundred paces from the house, 
half dead with hunger and fatigue, not daring to ea- 
ter any habitation while in the states of Brandenburg, 
and dragging our weary steps, all night, through snow 
and rain, until our guide at length brought us back, 
at daybreak, once again to the tpwn of Lettel. 

Feb. 29. — ^We continued, tired, anxious, aud dis- 
tressed at Lettel. , 

March L— We went three. miles to Pleese, and 
on 

March 2.— A mile and a half farther to Meseritz. 

March 3. — Through Wersebaum to Birnbaum, 
three miles. 

March 4. — ^Through Zircke,Wruneck, Obestchow, 
to Stubnitz, seven miles, in one day, three of which 
we had the good fortune to ride. 

March 5. — ^Three miles to Rogosen, where we 
arrived without so much as a heller to pay our lodg- 
ing. The Jew innkeeper drove us out of his house ; 
we were obliged to wander all night, and at break 
of day found we had strayed two miles out of the 
road. 
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We dntered a peasants cottage, where an old 
Woman was drawing bread hot outof the oven. 
We had n6 money to offer; and I fielt, at this mo- 
ment, the possibility of commiting murder for amor^- 
fiel of bread, to satisfy the intolerable cravings of 
hunger. Shuddering with torments inexpressible at 
the thought, I hastened out of the door, and we 
walked on two miles more to Wongrosfze. 

Here I sold my«* musket for a ducat, which had 
procured us many a meal : such was the extremity 
of our distress. We then satisfied our aji^etites, aftet 
having been forty hours without food or sleep, and 
having travelled ten miles in sleet and snow. 

March 6. — We rested, and came, on the 7th, 
through Genin, to a village in the forest, four miles. 

Here we fell in with a gang of gipsies (or mther ban** 
ditti), amounting to four hundred men, who dragged 
rae to their camp. They w-ere mostly French aatli'f, 
Prussian deserters; tmd, thinking me their equal, 
would force me to become one of their band. But 
venturing to tell n^y story to their leader, he presented 
me with a crown, gave us a small provision of bread 
and meat, and suffered us to depart in peace, after 
having been four-and-twenty hours in their company. 

March 9. — ^We proc^ded tO' Lapuschin, three 
miles and a half; and the 10th to Thorn, four miles. 

A new incident here happened, which showed I 
Was destined, by fortime, to a variety of adventures, 
and continually to struggle with new diificulties. 

There was a fair held at Thorn on the day of our 
arrival. Suspicion m Ight well arise among the crowd, 
on seeing a strong tall young man, wretchedly clothed, 
with a large* sabre by his side, and a pair of pistols 
ki his girdle, accompanied by another as poo-ly ap- 
parelled as himself, with his hand and neck bound 
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up, and armed likewise witk pistols; so that alto* 
gather he more resembled a spectre than a man. 

Wo went to an inn, but were refused ^tertain^. 
ment : I then asked for the Jesuits' coU^e, where I 
inquired for the father^rector. They supposed at first. 
I was a thief come to seek an asylum. Aft£r long 
waiting, and much entreaty, his Jesuitical highness, 
at length made his appearance, and received me as 
the' Grand Mogul would his slaves^ My case cer- 
tainly was pitiable : I related all the events of my 
life, an4 the purport of my journey ; conjured him to 
save Schell, who wa^ unable to proceed further, and 
whose wounds grew d^y worse ; and prayed him to 
entertain him at the convent till I shovld have been 
to my mother, have obtained money, and returned to 
Thorn, when I would certainly repay him whatever 
expense he might hare been at, with thanks and gra^ 
titude. 

Never shall I forget the haughty insolence of this 
priest Scarcely would he listen to my humble re- 
quest ; tjiou-ed and interrupted mb continually, to tell 
me, '^ Be brief; I have more pressing afl^rs than 
thine." In fine, I was turned away without obtaining 
the least assistance ; and here I was first taught Je« 
suitical pride ; God help the' poor and honest man 
who needs the assistance of Jesuits ! They, like all 
other monks, are seared to every sentiment of human 
pity, and commiserate the distressed by taunts and 
irony. 

Four times in my life I have sought assistance 
and advice from convents, and am convinced it is the 
duty of every honest man to aid in erasing them from 
the face of &e earth. 

They succour rascals and murderers, that their* 
power may be idolized by the ignorant, and osten* 



tatioasly exert itself to impede the course of law and 
justice ; but in vain do the poor and needy virtuous 
^^ly to theih for help. 

The reader wHI pardon my native hatred of hypoc- 
risy and falsehood, especially- when he hears I have 
tp thank the Jesuits for the loss of all my greait Hun- 
garian estates. Father Kampmulkr, the bosom friend 
o£ ike Count GrashalkOwitz, was confessor to the 
court of Vienna, and there was no possible kind of 
persecution I did not sufier from priestcrafl. Far from 
beiftg usdul members of society^^they, taking advan- 
tage of the prejudices of superstition, exist for them- 
selves alone, and sacrifioe every du^ to the support 
of their own hierarchy, and found a power on error 
i^d ignorance, which is destructive of all moral vir- 
tue. 

Letiis proceed. — ^Mournful and togry, I lef^ the 
college, and went to ray lodging-house, where 1 found 
a Prussian recruiting-officer waiting for me ; who 
used all his arts to engage me to enlist ; ofering me 
five hundred dollars, and to make me a corporal, if I 
could write. I pretended I was a livonian who had 
deserted from the Austrians, to return home and claim 
an inheritance left me by my father. After much 
persuasion, he at length told me in confidence — ^ It 
was very well known in the town I was a robber ; 
that I should sooii be taken before a magistrate ; but 
tfaat^ if I would enlist, he would ensure my safety." 

This langue^e was new to me ; my passion rose 
instantaneously ; I remembered my name was Trenck. 
T struck him, and drew my sword ; but, instead of de- 
fending himself, he sprang out of ^e chamber, charg- 
ing the host not to let me quit .the house. I knew 
the town of Thorn had agreed with the king of Prus- 
mj secretly, to deliver up deserterS) and began to fear 
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the consequenoei* Looking thimrgii ttwi.' wn idoW y J 
piresently saw- two under Prassian oficers enter the 
house. Schell and I instantly flev to our arms, tad 
met the Prussians at the diamber door. ^^Ifafce 
way !" cried I, preseutiog ray pistols. The Pnisnati 
soldiers drew thehr swords, but' retired with fear. 
Going out of the house, I saw a Prussian lieutennnt 
in the street^ with the town-guard. These I orerawed 
likewise, by the same means, and no one durst oppose 
me, though every one cried—** Stop thirf!*' I came 
safely, however, to the Jesuits' convent; but poor 
Schell was taken and dragged to prison like a male- 
fiictor. 

Half mad at not being able to rescue him, I ima- 
gined he must soon be delivered up to the Prussians. 
My reception was much better at flie convent than it 
had been "before, for they fio longer doubted but I 
was really a thief, who scmght an asylum. I addressed 
myself to one of the fathers, who appeared to be a 
good kind of a man, related briefly what had happened, 
and entreated he would endeavour to discover why 
they sought to molest us. 

He went out, and returning in. an hour after, told 
me — ^' Nobody knows you : a considerable theft was 
yesterday committed in the fair ; all suspicious persons 
are seized ; you entered the town accoutred like ban- 
ditti. The man where you put up is employed as a 
Prussian enlister, and has announced you as suspi- 
cious people. The Prussian lieutenant thereupon laid 
complaint against you, and it was thotight necessary 
to secure your persons. 

My joy, at hearing this, was great. Our Moravian 
passport, and the joimial of our route, which I had»' 
m my pocket, were full poofs of our innocence. I 
requested they would send and inqpire at the Ufwa. 
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wfaeile we lay the night hefinre. I soon eonyinced the 
Jesuit I spoke truth; he 'went and presently returned 
with one of the syndics, to whom I gave a more full 
account of myself. The S3nidic examined Schell, and 
found his story and mine agreed ; hesider which, our 
papers, that they had seized, declared who we were. 
I passed the night in the convent, without closing my 
eyes, revolving in my mind all the rigours of my fate. 
I was still nv>re disturbed for Schell, who knew not 
where I was, but remained firmly persuaded we should 
be conducted to Berlin : and, if so, determined to put 
a period to his life. 

•My doubts were all ended at ten in the morning, 
when my good Jesuit arrived, and was followed by 
my friend Schell. The judges, he said, had found us 
innocent,' and declared us free to go where we pleased ; 
adding, however, that he advised us to be upon our 
guard, we being watched by the Prussian enlisters ; 
that the lieutenant had hc^ed, by haying us commit- 
ted as thieves, to oblige me to enter, and this would 
account for all that had happened. 

I gave Schell a most affectionate welcome, who 
had been very ill used when led to prison, because he 
endeavoured to defend himself with his lefl hand, and 
follow me. The people had thrown mud at him, 
and called him a rascal, that would soon be hanged. 
Schell was little able to travel further. The father 
rector sent us a ducat, but did not see us ; and the 
chief magistrate gave each of us a crown, by "way of 
indemnification £>r false imprisonment. Thus sent 
away, we returned to our lodging, took our bundles, 
and immediately prepared to leave Thorn. 

As we went, I reflected that, on the road to Elbing, 

we must pass through several Prussian villages, and 

• mquired for a shop where we might purchase a map. 
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We were directed to an old woman, who sat at a 
door, across the way, and were told that she had a 
good assortment, for that her son was a scholar. I 
addressed in3rself to her, vfid my question pleased her, 
I- having added we were unfortunate travellers, who 
wished to find, by the map, the road to Russia. 

She showed vta into a chamber, Isad an atlas on the 
table, and placed herself opposite me, while I exam- 
ined the map, and endeavoured to hide a bit of a 
nigged rufHe, that had made its appearance. After 
Btedfastly looking at me, she at length exclaimed, with 
-a sad and mournful tone— >^ Good God ! who knows 
what is now become of my peor son ? I can see, sir, 
you too are of a good family. My son would go 
and seek his fortune, and for these eight years have 
I had no tidings of him. ^ He must now be in thjS 
Austrian cavalry.'' I asked in what regiment.—*' The 
regiment of Hohenhem 5 you are his very picture." 
— f^ Is he not my height ?"— ^ Yes, nearly." — ^ Has 
he not light hair ?" — ^' Yes, like yours, sir." — *' What 
is his name ?"— ^ His name is William." — ^No, my 
dear mother,"^ cried I, ^ William is not dead ; he was 
my best friend when I was with my regiment;" — ^Here 
the poor woman could not contain herself with joy. 
She threw herself round my neck, called me her good 
angel, who brought her happy tidings, asked me a 
thousand questions, which I easily contrived to make 
her answer herself: and thus, forced by imperious 
necessity, bereft of all other means, did I act the de- 
ceiver. 

The story I made was nearly as follows : I told 
her I was a soldier in the regiment of Hohenhem, that 
I had a furlough to go and see my father, and that I 
should return in a month, would then take her letters, 
and undertake that, tf she wished it, her son should 



puichase his dkchaijge, md oiice»more come and liim 
with his mol^r. fadded) that I sAduld be for eveTi 
and infinitely. obliged to hot^ii ehe would auiSiex mf 
comrade, mean time, to lite at her honse, be being 
'vronnded by the Prttssian recruii^rs, and unabjle t^ 
pursue his journey : that I wieuld send him money t9 
come to me, or wo)2ld myself ceme back and fetch 
litm^ thankfuMy paying every expense. She joyfuUf 
eoAsented ; told me her second husband, father^n-law 
to her dear WiUiam, had driven him from home, that 
he might give^ -what substance they had to the yopnger 
wml and that the eldest had g<me tp Magdeburg* 
She determined SoheU should live at the house of a 
friend, that her husband might know: nothing of the 
matter ; and, not satisfied with this kindness, she made 
ine eat with her, gave me a new shirt, stockings, 
sufficient provision for three days, and eix Lunenbuig 
florins. I l«ft< Thorn, and my iaithful Schell, the same - 
night, with the consolation he was well tak^n eare 
of; and, having, parted fr6m him with regret, went, cm 
this, the 13th, two'miles furtheif, toBunglow. 

I cannot deseribe what my sensations were, or the 
despondence of my mind, when I thus saw myself 
wandering alone, and leaving, forsaking, as it were^ 
the dearest cf Mends. These may certainly be num- 
Jbered among the Intterest momentscof my life. Often 
VF9S I ready to retutn, and dtag him along with me, 
though at last reason conquered sensibility. I drew 
-near the end of my journey, and was impelled for? 
ward by hope. 
March 14.*^! weht to Sehwets, and, 
March 15.^ — ^To Neuburg md Mo we. In these 
two days I travelled thirteen miles. I lay at Mow^, 
in some straw, among a number of carters and, when 
I awoke, perceived &ey had taken my pistols^ and 
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i#ifat Xttle mone^ I ^ \e&f eTon to ray last peifDj. 
Tiie gemlemen, however, we^e all gane. 

• March 1?^ — To Elbkig, four milets.. 

Here I met with my former worthy tutor, Brodow* 
iky, who vra^ become a* captaiti, and auditor in tha 
Pdldsh regimeitt.of Golz. He mfik me jint ^s I entered 
the town. I followed, triumphahtly, to bis quartoiB^ 
uid here at leagdi ended the painfttl, Idng, and ad«( 
i«tttiirous journey I had been obliged to perfornL 

• This good and kind gentleman, after proYidtng io« 
with immediate necessaries, wrote so aifeetingly to 
my mother, that i^ came to Eibing in a week, and 
^ve^ me every aid of which i stood in ncned. 

< The pleasure I had m meeting: once more thisr teor 
der mother, whose qualities <^ heart and mind wen! 
Equally excellent, was inexfHreaBible* She found a eer« 
tain mode of conveying a letter td my dear mistresi^ 
at Berlin, who, a short time after, sent me a bill of 
exchange for four hundred ducats, upon Danttie. To 
llus my mother added a thousand rix'dollars, and a 
lb»Aiond cross, worth nearly half as much, remained 
a fortnight with me, and persisted^ in spite of all re^ 
monstrance, in advising md to go to Vienna. My 
ietermination faad been fixed for Petersburg; dj 
my fears and apprehensions being awakened at the 
&ought of Vienna, and vi^iieh indeed, afterwards bo« 
eame the sonrce of my crtel snilerings and sorrows* 
She wonld not yield in opinion, and promised lier fiJH 
lure assistance cmly in case of my obedience : it wa^ 
my duty not to continue ohstinata Here she left me^ 
and I have never seen her sincio. She died in 1751, 
^d I have ever held her memoiy 4n venenftron« it 
was a happiness for this ai^ctionate mother, that she 
did not live to be a witnesattf my^affictiona, in the 
year 1754. '. 
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Ap adventure, resembli&g that 6f Joseph in Egypt) 
happened to me in Eibing. The wife of the worthy' 
Brodowsky, a woman of infinite personal attraction, 
grew partial to me ; but J durst not act ungrateMly 
by my benefactor. Never to see me more, was too 
painful to her, and she even proposed to follow me, 
secretly, to Vienna. I felt the danger of my situation^ 
ahd doubted whether Potiphar's wife ofl^red tempta* 
tions so siiong as 'Madam Brodowsky. I own ] had 
aiffection for this lady ; but my passions were over- 
awed. She preferred me to her husband, who was 
in years, and very ordinary in persoiL Had I yielded 
to the slightest degree of guilt, that of present enjoy- 
ment, a few days of pleasure must have been followed 
by years of bitter repentance. 

Having once more assumed my proper name and 
character, and made presents of acknowledgment to 
the worthy tutor of my youth, I became eager to r©» 
turn to Thorn. 

How great was my joy at again meeting my honest 
Schell ! The kind' old woman had treated him like a 
mother. She was surprised and half terrified at see- 
ing me enter in an officer's unifMtn^ and accompanied 
by two servants^ I gratefully and rapturously kissed 
her hand — ^repaid, with thankfulness, every expense, 
for Schell had been nurtured with truly maternal 
kindness — told her who I was — acknowledged the 
deceit I had put upon her, concerning her son, but 
faithfully promised to give a true, and not fictitious 
account of him, immediately on my arrival at Vienna. 
Schell was ready pi three days, and we lef^ Thorn, 
came to Warsaw, and passed thence through Cracow, 
to Vienna. 

And now another act of the tragedy is going to 
begin. 



( ' Here I fou&d my cockoq, Barott Fmitci$ Trei^dcy 
jdfte famous pai^aami sad colonel of pftadours, mgsir 
l9oned-at the ArQetuily and iav«)lved io a most peqdeacr 
tog prosecuMbn. 

J ThU Trendii was. my %iiher'ft brother^A sob. Hii 
feiker had been a eolonel find govienipr of LeksehaH) 
ttod had possessed considerable lordship in Sola¥oni% 
4ho9B^ of Pletermtz,. PrestowacB, imd Pajltmta. Al^er 
Ibe seige of Yletmafln 16$d, ha had left^he Prussiaii& 
#idmce lor that of Aiistraai in wMch ha remain^ 
m^y yaartk 

That I may not here mterrupt my stoiy, I shall 
Iplye -scwcte aecbimt of thiflr Hfe c^ my oeuon, Baron 
Trenok^ so renowned in the war of .1741 y and who 
^1^ at last, thoshamefiil sacrifice of «ilh^y aiid avarice^ 
and recaved the" reward-of all his great and ^thM 
sorviOes^in the prison of thd Spielberg. 

The vindication of the famiiy of the Trencks rsf 
quires I should speak of him ; nor will I, in this, au& 
Ibb lAstraint for fear of any man, however poWerfuL 
^kiw^ indeed, who saerifieed a man most ardent in 
llks country's service^ to their own private and selfish 
vittws^ are now in their graves. 
. I shall insert no moire of his history here than what 
lEr iatenvovett with my own, and relate the rest in itQ 
proper place. 

: A revision of ys'suit waftat this tir6e instituted. 
Scarcely was I at Vienna, before his^ cpnfidential agent^ 
M. Leber, presehtad me to Prince Charles and the 
emperor : both knew the services of Trenck, and ^ 
malice of his ^emies : therefore permission for ne 
lo visit him in his prison, and procure him such as^ 
distance as he might need, were readily granted. On 
tny second audience, the empieror spoke so much m 
my. persecuted cousin's fitvour^tiiat I became highly 

8^ ' 



M LiFJfi 07 BiiioNt treitck; 

interested : he commanded me to have recourse to fiiim 
on all occasions ; and, moreover, own^d the presid^^t 
of the council of war imus a man of a very wicked 
character, and a declared enemy of Trenck. This 
president was the count of Lowenwalde, who, with 
his associates, had heen^ purposely selected as men 
proper to oppress the best of subjects. The suit soon 
took another face; th« good empress-queen, who 
had been deceived, was soon better informed ; ai|4 
Trenck's innocen^ce appeared, on the revision of the 
process, most evidently. The trial, which had cost 
them twentynseven thousand florins, and the sentence 
which followed, were proved to have been partial and 
unjust ; and that sixteen of Trenck's officers, who 
most of them hid been broken for di^rent ofiences^ 
had perjured themselves to insure his destruction. 

It is a most remarkable circumstacnce, that publie 
notice was given, in the Vienna Gazette, to the follow- 
ing purport : — ► 

^^AU those who have any complaints to make 
against Trenck, let them appear, and they shall receive 
a ducat per day, so long as the prosecution continues.'' 

It will readily be imagined how fast his accusen 
would increase, and what kind of people they were. 
The pay oi th^ese witnesses alone amounted to fifteen 
thousand florins. I now began to labour, in concur* 
rence with Doctor Xxerhaner, and the cause soon took 
another turn ; but such was the state of things, it 
would have been necessary to have broken all the 
members of the council of war, as well as Counsellor 
Weber, a jnan of great power. Thus, unfortunately, 
politics began to interfere with the course of justice. 

The empress-queen gave Trenck to understand, 
she required he would ask her pardon ; and on that 
condition all proceedings should be stopped, and he 
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ioimediately set at liberty. Prmce Charles, who knew 
ihe court of Vienna, advised me also to persuade my 
eousin to comply ; but nothing could snake his re» 
solutions. Feding his right atid innocence, he dd* 
Bianded strict justice ; and this made ruin more swift 

I soon learned Trenck must fall a sacrifioe-^)i6 
was rich«-*his enemies. already had divided among 
them more than eighty thousand floHns of his prcN 
perty, which was all sequestered, and in their ha^ds. 
They had treated him too cruelly, and knew him too 
Well, not to dread his vengeance the monnent he should 
recover his freedom. 

I was moved to the soul at his sufierings ; and. as 
he vented public threats, at the prosDM of approach* 
ing victory over his enemies, they^Rned over the 
court-confessor ; and, dreading him as they did, put 
every wily art in practice to. insure his destruction, 
I therefore, in the fullness of nky heart, made him 
the brotherly propositicm of escaping, and, having 
obtained his liberty, to prove his innocence to the 
empress^oeen. I told him my plan, which might 
easily have been put in. execution, and which he 
0eem^d perfectly decided to follow. 

Some days after, I was ordered to wait on a field- 
marshal, Ck>unt Konigseck, governor of Vienna. Thili 
KspectaUe old gentleman, whose memory I shall ever 
jrevere, behaved to me like a father and the friend of 
humanity, advisied me to abandon my cousin, who, he 
gave me to understand, had betrayed me, by having 
revealed my proposed plan of escape, willing to sacri- 
fice me to his ambition, in order to justify the purity 
of his intentions to the court, and show that instead of 
wishing to escape, he only desired justice. 

Confounded at the cowardly action of one for whom 
I would wfllingly have sacrificed my life, and whom 



I onfy sought to deliver, I resolved to -leave him to 
bis iate^ and diought myself esxcecdingly happy ^iftt 
4he worthy field-marshsl wDidd^ after' a &therly acU 
Buonition, «motlier all fixrther inquiry kifto this afflor* 
. I rdated this black trak of ingni^de to Friaee 
Oiaries of Lorraine, vho prevailed <m me again to kee 
py cousin, without lettiiig him know what hui passed^ 
and still to render him every servioe in my power. 
; Befbre I proceed I will here give the iteader a poif 
Ciait of this Trenek. 

He was a man of si^erior talent and onbounded 
ambition ; devoted, even fanatically^ to his aovereicn ; 
his bdidness af^Moached temeri^ ; he was. artful of 
mind, wicked givbeart, vindictive, and mifeelin^. Hit 
cupidity equafiid the utmost excese of avarice, even 
in hia thirty- thiid year, in which he died. He waa 
too proud to receive favours or obligations f|om^ any 
man, and was capable of ridding himself of his besi 
friend, if he thoagfat he had any olaims on his grati* 
tude, or could get possession of his fbrtane. ' 
. He knew I Ind rend^^d him very, important sei^ 
vices, supposed his cause ahready won, having bribed 
the judges, who were to revise the sentence, with 
thirty thousand florins ; whidi money J received from 
his friend, Baron Lopresti, and conveyed to theaa 
honest counsellors. I' knew all his* secrets; and 
nothing more was necessary to prompt his snspicioai 
and bad heart to seek my deetroction. 

Scarcely liad a fbrtnii^t elapsed, afiter his having 
betmyed me, before the following remarkable events 
iiappened. 

I left him one evening to return home, taking under 
my coat a hag with papers and documents relating to 
the prosecution, which I had been examining for him, 
and transcribing. There were at this time about fiv&- 
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tod^twenty officers in Vienna, who had laid earn* 
plaints against him, and who considered me their 
greatest enemy, because I had laboured earnestly in 
his defence. I was therefore obliged, on aH occa* 
mons, to be t^pon my guard. A report had beea 
propagated through Vienna, that I was secretly sent, 
by the king of Prussia, to free my cousin from impr^ 
sonment ; he however, constantly denied, to the hour 
of his death, his ever having written to me at Berlin : 
hence ^Iso it will follow, the letter I receivea had 
been forged by Jaschinsky. <* 

Leaving the arsenal, I crossed the court, and per- 
ceived I was closely followed by two men in grey 
roquelaures, who, pressing upon myikpls, held loud 
and hisolent conversation concemii^the runaway 
Prussian Trenck. I found they sought a quarrel, 
which was a thing of no great difficulty at that mo^ 
ment ; for a man is never more disposed to du^inff 
than when he has nothing to lose, and is diicontentea 
with his condition. I supposed they were two of 
the accusing officers broken by Trenck, and endea« 
voured to avoid them, and gain the Jew's place. 

Scarcely had I turned down the street that leads 
thither, before they quickened their pace. I turned 
rotmd, and in a moment received a thrust with a sword, 
in the lefl side, where I had put my bag ci papers, 
which accident alone saved my life ; the sword pierced 
through the papers, and slightly grazed the skin. I 
instantly drew, and the heroes ran. I pursued ; one 
of them tripped, ^nd fell. I seised him ; the guard 
came up ; hef declared he was an officer of the re- 
siment of Kollowrat, showed his uniform, was r&* 
leased, and I was taken to prison. The town-major' 
came the next day, and told me J had intentiondly 
sought a quarrel with two officers, lieutenants F-r-g 
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and K-i-Hct These kind g^oflemiea did not reyea} thm 
kumane intenticm of sending iqq to the other w^Jidi 

I WBS AbouBf could; porodiipe na witnefi>« ^ they were 
tiro. I must necessarily be-in t]i« wtong^ md I r^ 
ttutined six days in |)ris()r). "^ot aoopter .wafii I released^ 
than these my good friends, sent to demand satisfaot 
tioQ for the said pv^tended insult T})e prc^osal W94 
aceepted) and' I promised to be at th« Scotch gate, t&Q 
place appointed by them, it^i^in. wa hour* Himng 
Beared their names^I presendyk^ew them to betwd 
&mous swaggerers, itto were daily oxef casing theisH 
seiyei^ in: fencing, at the arsenial, and where they often 
▼isited .Trenck. I went to my ooasin to asik hia 
assistance^ reJUpd what had, happened, and, 9» tbe 
consequences^ this duel might be very setious, de? 
sired him to give me a hundred dueiats th^t I mighl 
be able to fly if either of them should fall. - > 

Hitherto I had expended, my own money on hi^ 
account, and had asked no reimbursement; butwhal 
"Was my astonishment when this wicked man said ta 
me, with a sneeiH^' Since, good cousin, yoa have go% 
into a Quarrel without consulting i&e^ you will alsQ 
get out of it without my aid!" As I leH^him, he 
called me back to tell mer-^ J will lake<$ffe and pay 
your undertaker ;'' for he. eertakily believed I shoi]14 
never reliura alive.' 

I ran now, half despairing, to Barton Lopresti, who 
gave me fifty ducats and a pair of pistols ; provided 
with which, I eheeduUy repaired to the field of battle; 

Here I found half a dozen officers of the garriaofi, 
As I had few acquaiatances in Vienna, I had no second) 
exc^an old Spanish invalid captain, yarned Pereyra, 
who met me going in all haste, and, having learned 
vdiither, would not leave me» 

Lieutenant Kh^Q! was the fimt wi& wb<«ii I foughty 



ind who vedeived satisifiwtion by a deep Wound in the 
f'jght am. HerdttpoQ I desired the spectators to {Nr4- 
"vexkt iiiniid' miBchief ; for my own part^ I had nothing 
-more lo demand. lieutenant F — g next entered Ite 
iMt^, with Uireats, which were soon quieted by a loa^e 
-in the belly^ Herenpon Lieutemmt M^-^, seeodd to 
the first wounded man^ tdkl me Tery angrily^-^ Had 
I been your man, you would have foand a Tery dif- 
ferent reception.^ My old ^laoiard of e^ty, proadiy 
ecdd immediately' advanced with his long whidtefs 
tixid tottermg frame, and cried*^^ Hold !— Trench hip 
prored himself a brave fellow ; and tf any man thinJas 
'proper to assault him furdier, he most fitst take ti 
breathing with me." Every body^iug'bed at ikm 
farav«ido, from a man who scarcely 'could etand, or 
'bold a sword. I replied-^^ Friend, I am safe, unhurt, 
^iffld want not aid ; should I be disaUed, you then, if 
you think proper, may take my place ; but, as long as 
I can hold a sword, I i^iall take pleasure in satisfy- 
ing all these gentlemen, one afteraaother." I woidd 
have rested myself a moment ; but the haughty M— f, 
^enraged at the defeat of his friend, would not give me 
lane, but furiously attacked me ; and, having wounded 
li^im twice, once m the Imnd, and again in the groin, 
4ie wanted to close, and shik me to the grave with 
himself; but I disarmed and threw hkn. 

None of the others had any desire to renew the con- 
test IV^ thil'ee 'enemies were sent bleeding to toWfei^ 
and, as m. — f appeared to be 'mortally wounded, and 
the Jesuitd and Capuchins of Vienna refused me aa 
asylum, 1 fled to the- convent at Keltenbeig. 
. I wrote from the convent to Colonel Baron Lopre*- 
ti, who came to me. I told him all that had passed, 
and by his good offices had liberty, in a week, to 
appear once more at Vieaaa. 
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Skortly aAer I left Vienna; would to trod it ba4 
been for ever ! but fate, by stranfa ways, and unknown 
means, brought me back, where Providence thougkt 
proper I should become a vessel of wrath and perse- 
cution : I was to enact my pert in Europe, and not 
in Asia. At Ninremburg I met with a body of Rus- 
sians, commanded by General .Lieuwen, my mother?8 
relation, who were marching to the Netherlands, and 
were the peace-makers of Europe. Major Buschkow, 
•whom I had known when.Russian resident at Vienna, 
prevailed on me to viA him, and presented me to the 
genersd. T pleased him, and may say, with truth, he 
behaved to me like a friend and a &ther. He advised 
me to enter iaip the Russian service, and gave me a 
company of dragoons, in the regipient of Tobolski, on 
condition I should not leave him, but exaglay myself 
in his cabinet ; and his confidence and esteem for me 
were unbounded. 

Peace followed; tiiie army returned to Moravia, 
without firing a musket, and the head-quarters were 
fixed at Prosnitz. 

. In this town a pubHc entertainment was given by 
General Lieuwen, on the coronation-day of the Em^- 
press Elizabeth ; and here an adventure happened to 
me, which I shall ever remember, as a warning to 
myself, and insert as a memento to others. 

The army physician, on this day, kept a faro-bank, 
for the entertainment of the guests. My^tock of mo^ 
ney consisted of two-and-twenty ducats. Thirst of 
gain, or perhaps example, induced me to venture two 
of these, which I immediately lost, and very soon, 
by venturing again to regain them, the whole two-and- 
twenty. Ciiagrined at my folly, 1 returned home : I 
had nothing but a pair of pistols left, for which, be- 
cause of their workmanship, General Woyekow had 
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oilered me twenty ducats. These I took, intending, bj 
Aeir aid) to attempt to retrier^ my loss. Firing of guns 
and pistols were heard throughout the town, because 
of the festival ; and I^ in imitation of the rest, went to 
the window, and fired mine. Atto a few discharges, 
one of my pistols burst, and endangered my own himd, 
and w6unded my servant. I felt a momentary despon-* 
dency, stronger than I ever remembered to have ex- 
perienced before ; insomuch that I was half induced, 
with the remaining pistol, to shoot myself through the 
head. I however recovered mf spirits, asked my ser- 
vant what money he had, and received from him three 
ducats. With these I repaired, like a desperate game- 
ster, once more to the faro-table, at. the general's ; 
again began to play, and, so extraordinary was my run 
of luck, I won at every venture. Having recovered my 
principal, i played on upon my winnings, tUl at last I 
had absolutely broken the doctor's bank. A new bank 
was set up, and I won the greatest part of this likewise; 
so that I brought home about six hundred ducats. 

Rejoiced at my good fortune, but recollecting my 
danger, I had the prudence to make a solemn reso- 
lution never more to play at any gune of chance ; to 
which I have ever strictly adhered. 

It were to be wished young men would reflect upon 
the effects of gaming, remembering that the love of 
play has made the- most promising and virtuous mi* 
'serable ; th^^n^s^ knaves — and 3ie sincere, deceiv- 
ers and liars. Officers, having fittrt lost all their own 
money, being entrusted with the soldier's pay, next 
lose that also : and thus been cashiered, and eternally 
disgraced. I might, at Frosnitz, have been equally 
rash and culpable. The first venture, whether the 
gamester wins or loses, ensures a second ; and, with 
that, too often destruction, My good fortonoWas 
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idmost intFacui<>tM9) and my sul^^equent resolutioi;i 
very uncommoji : aad I eutr<eat and conjure my, chilr 
4re/i, when I shall no longer be living to advise and 
watch fox their welfare, most determinedly to avoid 
jplay. I seemed preserved by providence firom thi|! 
.evil, but to endure much greater. 

Gei^eral Lieuweny^y l^ind patron^ sent me to Cra- 
cow, to conduct a hundred and forty sick men down 
.the Vistula to Danjtzic, where Uiere were Russian ves* 
-ftels ta receive and transport them to Riga. 

I requested permission of the general to proceed 
forward) and visit my mother and sister, whom I was 
very desirous tp see : at Elbing, therefore, I resigned 
-the command to Lieutenant Platen, and, attended by 
m servant, rode to the bishopric of Ermeland, where 
I had appointed an interview widi ^hem in a frontier 
village* 

Here an incident happened that had nearly cost 
•nte my life. The Prussians, some days before, had car- 
ried off a peaisa^t's son^ from this village, as a recruit. 
The piQople w^ere all in commotion. 1 wore leather 
breeches^and the blue uniform of the Russian;Cavalry. 
.They took me for a Prus&ian, at the door, and fell 
upon me with every kilid of weapon. A chasseur, 
who happened to be. th^re, and the landlord, came to 
my assistance : while I, battling with the peasants, 
had thrown >tw.o of them down. I was delivered, 
but not till I had received, among othei^^ two violent 
bruises ; one 09 the left arm, and another which 
broke the bridge of n^ nose. The landlord advise^ 
ine to escape as fast as possible, or that the village 
would rise and c^ertainly ivurder me ; my servant 
.therefore, who had retired, for defence, with a pair of 
justola, into the oven, ^t ready the horses, and we 



' I had tny bruises dressed af the n6«t ^lla^; myr* 
hand and eyes wete exceedli^ly swelled; bts? I 'vttut 
obliged to ride two miles farther, to the towf**^*^ Res^ 
sel, before I could find an able surgeoMT'; «nd here I 
so far recovered, in a week, that I Wte able to retniiil 
to Dantzic. My brother visited me, while at Ressel ;^ 
but my good nl other had th^ Misfofttme^ as she was- 
coming to me, to be thrown out^ of het darmge, by 
-which her arm was broken, so that sto and my sis- 
ter were obliged to return ; and I ne^r daw her more. 

I was now at I>antzic, with my sicfe eonvoy, whem 
aCnolhet most remarkable eveht huppen^, i^hkh i, 
with good reason, shall ever remember. 

I became acquainted with a Prussian offioefy whdse 
name I shall conceal, out of jespect to his very worthy 
family ; he visited me daily, and we often rode out! 
together in the neighbourhood of Daijttzic. 

My faithiub servant became acquainted with his, 
and my astonishment was indeed great,' when he on*' 
day said to me, with anxiety^ — ^ Beware sir, of a' 
6nare laid for you by Lieutenant N — ; he means to» 
entice you out of town, and deliver you up to %\m 
Prussians." I asked him ^ftere he learned this.— 
'" From the lieutenant's servant,*' answered he, " who* 
is my friend, and ^^vishes to save me fVom misfortune."' 

I now, with the aid of a couplte <rf ducats, disco^ 
vered the is^l^ affeir ; arid leafrned it #as agreed be- 
tween the Brossian resident, ftcMtfer, and the lieuten-* 
ant, that the latter should entice me iAto the siibtlirb 
of Langfiihr, where there Was an inn on the Prusi^u? 
territories ; here eight recruiting under-officers wens 
to wait concealed, and seize me the moment I entereit 
the house, hurry me into a carriage, and drive away 
for Lauenlprg in Pomemma. Tw'o unddr-ofiieers 
were to esoHrt^ me, on hojpeback, as &r as the fyonr 
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tiers, and tlie iipmainder to hold, aud prevent me from 
oalling for help, so long as we should remain on the< 
territories c^ Dantzic. 

I &rther learned mjr enemies were only to be 
anned with sabres ; and that they were to wait be- 
hind tEe door. The two officers on horseback were 
to secure my servant, and prevent him from riding 
off and raising an alarm. 

These preparations might easily have been render- 
ed fruitless, by my refhsing to accept the proposal 
of the lieutenant; but vanity gave ;ne other advice ; 
and resentment made me desirous of avenging my- 
self for such detestable treachery. 

Lieutenant N ■ came, about noon, to dine with 
me as usual ; was more pensive and serious than I 
had ever observed him before, and left me, at four ia 
the afternoon, after having made me promise to ride 
early next day with him as far as LAngfuhr. I observed 
my consent gave him great pleasure ; and my heart 
pronounced sentence on the traitor. The moment he 
had left me, I went to the Russian resident, M. Schee- 
ler, an honest Swiss, related the whole conspiracy, 
and asked wheth^ I nught nbt take six of the men 
under my command for my personal defence ; I told 
him my plan, which he at first opposed ; but seeing 
me obstinate, he an»wered, at last — ^^^Do as you 
please ; I musi know nothing of the matter, nor will 
I make myself responsible." 

I immediately joined my soldiers, selected six men^ 
and took them, while it was dark, opposite the Prus- 
sian inn, hid them in the com, with an order to run 
to my help, with their firelocsks loaded, the first dis- 
charge they should hear, to seize all who should faU 
into tlieir power, and only to fire in casfi. of resist- 
ance. I provided them wj^ fire-arms, b]p^oncealing 



them in iM carri^e w}ikh bre^ugkt Ihem io tfac>k 
biding-prlace. 

Notwithstanding all' these ftecMLiionts^ T still 
thought it necessary to pf event strrprise, by jirfomi- 
ing myteelf what were the*pr<^eeding8 of my enemies,, 
lest my intelligence sboi^id tsetve l^n fkltfe; and I 
learned from nay spies that, at font in the moraingv 
tlie t^ruflsian jTesident, Reimefy had left %he city with 
pcMSt-horses. * 

I loaded mine and my serviinf's horsed and pocket 
pistols, prepared my Turkish i^btfe, a&d in gratitude 
fo the, lieutenant's man, promised to take nim intd 
ftiy service, bein^ convinced of his honesty. v 

- iThe liefntenant cheerftflly entered about six in the 
Aiorning, expatiated on fhd ^i<e«ies» of the weather^ 
iihd Toc6sely told m^ I shcftfld be vbry k«idly received 
by the handsowe landlady of Langftihr. 

1 v<ras Soon ready ; we MoiMi^tedy and left the towti^ 
attended by our servants. Some threa hundred paces 
ftom the iiin my worthy friend proposed that we 
should al%ht, and let our Servants lead the liorses, 
fliat ^e might enjoy the b^iity of ther asoraing ; I 
Consented; and hairing dismotmted, observed his 
treadherous eyes sparkle with pleasure. 

The resident, tleimet, wliA at the window of thti 
ithi, and called otit^ as sdon M he saw me^-^^Good. 
morrow, cap^n ! good marrow ! eome, «ome in, your 
breakfast isr Waiting.'' tf siieeiingy smiled, and told 
hitn I had not tome at ptesent. ^ saying, I contin-* 
tied to w^lk ; bat my companion would absolutely 
force ihe to eftter, t^jok me by the arm, and partly 
i^tmggled with me ; oii which losing all patienee, I 
gave him a blow, Which almost knocked him down^ 
and ran to mr horses, ai^ if I meatit to fly. 
The PrtkJmns instantly nlshed from behind their 





door, with elamoui'^ to (tttiiek me. I &:ed at the first ; . 
my Russians sprang from their hiding-place, present- 
ed the pieces ; and called — ^ Stuy^ stuy yelionnamat?^ 

The terror of the poor Prussians n>ay well be sup-» 
posed. All began to run. I had taken care to make 
sure of my lieut^iant, and was next running to seize 
the resident, but he had escaped out of the back* 
door, with the loss only of his white periwig. Th6 
Russians had taken four prisoners, and I commanded 
Ihem to bestow fifty strokes upon each of them, in 
the open street. An ensign, named Bassecurg, having, 
lold me his name, and that he had been my brother^s 
school-fellow, begged remission, and excused him-* 
self on the necessity which he was under to obey his 
superiors. I admitted his excuses, and sufiered him 
to go. I then drew mty sword, and bade the lieute- 
nant defend himself; but he was so confused, that,^ 
after drawing his sword^ he asked my pardon, laid the 
wholp blame upon the resident, and had not power 
to put himself upon his guard. I twice jerked his 
sword out of his hand ; and at last, taking the Rusr 
sian corporal's cane, J exhausted my strength with 
beating him, without his ofiering the least resistance* 
Such is the meaaneds of detected treachery. I left 
him kneeling, sa)nng to him — '^ Go, rascal ! now, 
and tell your eomrades the manner in which Trenck 
punishes robbers on the highway." 

The people had assembled round ns during the 
action, to whom I related the af&ir ; and the attack 
having happened on the territories of Dantzic, the 
Prussians were in danger of being stoned by the po- 
pulace. I and my Russians .marched off victorious, 
proceeded to the harbour, embarked, and three oif 
four days after, set sail for Riga. 

It is remarkable that none of the publieipapers took 



anyiiotice of iMs affidr; no aali/i&ction was required* 
The Pmssians, ao doubt, were ashamed of being de- 
ieacted in an attempt so perfidious. 

I since have learned that Frederic, no doubt by the 
fiilse representations of Reinier, was highly irritated ; 
utid ^wlmt afterwards happened proves his anger pur- 
sued me through every comer of the earth, till at last 
I fell into his power at Dantzic, and sufiered a mar- 
tyrdom most unmerited and unexampled. 

The Prussian envoy, Goltz, indeed, made com- 
plaints to Count Bestuchef, concerning this Dantzic 
skirmish, but received no satisfaction. My conduct 
was justified in Russia^ I having defended myself 
against assassins^ as a Russian captain ought. 

Some dispassionate readers may blame me for not 
having avoided this rencontre, and demanded personal 

satisftu^tion of Lieutenant N . But 1 have, through 

life, rather sought than avoided danger. My vanity 
and revenge were both roused. I was every where 
persecuted by the Prussians, and was therefore de- 
termined to show that, far from fearing, I was able to 
defend myself 

I hired the servant of the lieutenant, whom I found 

honest and faithfiil, and whom I ccHnfortably settled in 

marriage, at Vienna, in 1753. After my ten years' im? 

prisonment, I found him poor, and again took him into 

my service, in which he died, at Zwerbach, in 1779. 

And now behold me at sea on my voyage to Riga. 

I had eaten heartily before I went on board : a storm 

came on : I worked half the night,^tQ aid the crew, 

but at length became sea-sick, and went to lie down. 

Scarcely had I closed my eyes before the master came 

with the jo3rful tidings, as he thought, that we were 

running foj;. the port of Pillau. Far from pleasing, 

this, to me,^as dreadful intelligence, I ran on decky 
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flfelW tife tobotJT rrglit b^ft^fe rae^ «ad a pilot doming 
otf. The sea mifst m>^ be either k^t in a stoiln^ or 
I fall into the handi^ of th^ Prussians ; for I xmt 
knbwii to the whole garrison of Pill«u< 

I desired the captain to tack about and keep tbe 
jSf^a, but he would not listen to me. Pereeivihg this, I 
flew to my cabin, snatched my pietols^ iretumed^ seized 
the helm, and threatened the captain with instant death 
if he did not obey. My Russians began to murmur ; 
they were averse to encountering the dangers of the 
storm, but luckily they were still more arerse (o 
meet my anger, overawed, as they were, by my pis- 
tok, and my two servants, who stood by me faithfully. 

Half an hour after the storm began to subside^ and 
v^& fortunately arrived, the next ^y, in the harbour 
of Riga. The captaiA, however^ could not be ap* 
peased, but accused me beibre the dd and hohotur* 
able Marshal Lacy, then govetnor of Rigs. I wacj 
oWiged to appear, and replied to the charge by re- 
lating, the truth. The governor answered— ^* My ob- 
stinacy might h^ve occasiotied the death of a hnndred 
and sixty persons." I, smiling, retorted — ^ I haV!» 
brought them all into pott^ please your excellency ; 
and, for my part, my fate would have been more mer*- 
ciful, hj falling into the hands of my God than into 
tire Mnds of my enemies. My danger was so great, 
that I forgot the danger of others ; besides, sir, I know 
itky tomTeide& were soldiers^ and feared death as little 
as I do.'' My answer pleased the fine grey-headed 
^neral, and he gave me a recommendation to the 
Chancellor Bestuchef at Moscow. 

General Lieuwen had marched from Moravia, for 
Rtissia, with the army, and was then at Riga. I went 
to pay him my respects ; he kindly received me, and 
took me to one of his seats, named Annanburg, four 
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miles from Riga* Here I remaiaed some days, and 
he gave me every recommendation to Moscow, where 
the court then was. It was intended I should endea- 
vour to obtain a conq)any in the regiment of cuiras- 
siers^ the captains of which then ranked as majors ^ 
and he advised me throw up my commission in the 
Siberian regiment of.ToboIski dragoons. Peace be 
to the manes and memory of this worthy man ! May 
Ood reward his benevolence ! From Riga I departed, 
in company with M. Oettinger, lieutenant-colonel of 
engineers,, and Lieutenant Wiesmann, for Moscow. 
This is the same Wiesmann who rendered so many 
important services to Russia, during the last war with 
the Turks. 

On my arrival, after delivering my letters of recom- 
mendation, I was particularly well received by Count 
Bestuchef. Oettinger, whose friendship I had gained, 
was exceedingly intimate with the chancellor ; and 
my interest was thereby promoted. 

I had not been long at Moscow before I met pouat 
Hiunilton, my former friend during my abode at 
Vienna. He was captain of cavalry in the regiment 
of General Bemes, who had been sent as imperial 
ambassador to Russia. 

Bemes had been ambassador at Berlin in 1743, 
where he had consequently known me during the 
height of my &vour at the court of Frederic. Hamil- 
ton presented me to him, and I had the good fortune 
so far to gain his friendship, that, after a few visits, 
he endeavoured to detach me from the Russian ser- 
vice, offering me the strongest recommendations to 
Vienna, and a company in his own regiment. My 
cousin's misfortunes, however, had left too deep an 
impression upon my memory, for me to follow his 
advice. The Indies would then have been preferred 
by me to. Austria. 
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fiemes invited me to dine with him, in eorBtp^xiy 
with his bosom friend, Lord Hyndfdrd, th© English' 
ambassador. How great was the pleasure I that day 
received ! This eminent statesman had known me at 
Berlin, and was present when Frederic had honoured 
me with saying — ^ CPest un'matador de majeunesae.^^ 
He was well read in men, conceived a good opinion 
of my abilities, and became a Mend and a fadier to 
me. He seated me by his side at table, and a^ked 
me^-" Why came you here, Tf renck ?'' — ^ In search 
of bread and honour, my lord," answerd I, *' haring 
unmeritedly lost them both in my own cotmtry." 
He ferther inquired the state of my finan^^es ; I told 
him my whole store might be some thirty ducats. 

" Take my counsel," said he ; " you have the ne- 
cessary qualifications to succeed in Russia ; but the 
people here despise poverty, judge from the exterior 
only, and do not include services or talents in the 
estimate; you must have the appearattise of being 
weallliy. I and Bemes will introduce you into the 
best families, and will supply you with the necessary 
means of support. Splendid liveries, led horses, dia- 
mond rings, deep play, a bold front, undaunted free* 
dom with statesmen, and gallantry among the ladies^ 
are the means by which foi^igners must make their 
Way in this country. Avail yourself of them, and 
leave the rest to ua." This lesson lasted some time. 
Bemes entered in the interim, and they determined 
mutually to contribute towards my promoti<»). 

Few of the young men who seek their fortune in 
foreign countries, meet incidents so favourable. For- 
tune for a moment seemed willing to recompense my 
past suflerings, and again to raise me to the height 
frOTtL which I had fallen. These ambassadors, here 
again by accident met, had before heen witnesses of 
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K^y proBperi^ whea ai jB^liti. Tke talenU i pos- 
itessed, and die fayour I then ei^oyed, attracted the 
notice of all foreign ministers. They were bosom 
friends, equally well read in the human heart, and 
equally benevolent and noble-minded : their recoHi- 
mendatlon at court was decisive ; the nations they 
represented w^re in allifuice with Russia, and the con- 
fidence Bestuchef placed in them was unbounded. 

I was now introduced into all companies, not as >a 
foreigner, vrho came to entreat employment, but as 
the heir of the house of Trenck, and its rich Hun- 
garian possessions, and as the former favourite of the 
Prussian monarch. . 

. I was also admitted to t^e society of the first literati, 
^d wrote -a poem on the anniversary of the corona- 
tion of the Empress JEHizabeth. Hyndford took care 
flhe should see it, and, in conjunction with the chaji- 
cellor, presented me to the sovereign. My reception 
was most gracious ; she herself recommended me to 
the chancellor, and presented me with a gold-hilted 
sword, worth a thousand rubles. This raised me 
highly in the esteen^ of all the houses of -the Bestu- 
chef party. 

Manners were ait that time so rude in Russia, that 
every foireigner, i^ho gave a dinner, or a ball, must 
send notice to the Chancellor Bestuchef, that he 
might return a liet o( the guests allowed to be invited. 
Faction governed ev^y thing; ^d wherever Bestu- 
chef was, no friend of Woronzow durst appear. I was 
the iuktimate of the Austi^ian and English embassadors, 
consequ^itly was Cfiressed and esteemed in all compa- 
nies. I soon became the favourite of the chancellor's 
lady, as I shall hereafter notice ; and nothing more 
was wimting to obtain all I could wish. 

I was wSl acquainted with architectural design^ 
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had firee access to the house and cabinet of the chan- 
cellor, where I drew in company with Colonel Oettiih- 
ger, who was then the head architect of Russia, and 
made the perspective view of the new palace, which 
the chancellor intended to build at Moscow, hy, 
t^hich I acquired universal honour. I had gained 
more acquaintance in, and knowledge of Russia, tn 
one month, than others, wanting my means, hare 
done in twelve. 

As I was one day relating my progress to Lord 
Hyndford, he, like a friend, grown grey in courts, 
kindly took the parental trouble to advise me. From 
him I obtained a perfect knowledge of Russia ; he 
was acquainted with all the intrigues of European 
courts, their families, party cabals, the foibles of the 
monarchs, the principles of 'their government, the 
plans of the great Peter, and had also made the peace 
of Breslaw. Thus, having been the confidential friend 
of Frederic, he was intimately acquainted with his 
heart, as well as the sources of his power. Hynd- 
ford was penetrating, noble-minded, had the greatness 
c^ the Brhon, without his haughtiness ; and the prin- 
ciples by which he combined the past, the present, 
and the future, were so clear, that I, his scholar, by 
adhering to them, have been enabled to foretel all 
the most remarkable revolutions that have happened 
during the space of six and thirty years, in Europe. 
By these I knew, when any minister was disgraceil, 
who should be his successor. I daily passed some 
hours, improving by his kind conversation ; and to 
him I am indebted for most of that knowledge of the 
world I happen to possess. 

He took various opportunities of cautioning me 

against the eflects of an ardent, sanguine temper, and 

• my hatred of arbitrary power ; warned me to bewar^ 
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<^ the determined penw^eution of Fvederic, of his irre- 
eoncileable aager? his mtrignee and iofliieaoe ia tha 
vanooa courts of Europe, .which he would certainly 
exert t^ prevent niy prcanotion, lest I should impede 
his own projects^ Kid lamented my future sufierings, 
which he plainly foiesaw — ^ Besots," said he, " al- 
ways are suspicious,, and abhor those who have a 
consciousness of their own worth, of the rights of 
mankind, and hold the lash of slavery in detestation. 
The enlightened are, hy them, eaUed restless .spirits, 
tuibulent and dangerous ; and virtue, there, where 
Tirtue is unnecessary for the humbUng and. trampling 
upon the suffering subject, is accounted a qrime, of 
all others, the most to be dreaded." 

Hyndford taught me to know, and highly to value 
freedom, to despise tyrants, to endure the worst 
of miseries, to, emulate true greatness of mindf to 
despise danger, and to honour only those whose 
elevation of soul had taught them equally to oppose 
jbigotry and despotism. 

Bemes was a philosopher, but, with the penetra* 
tion of an Italian, more cautious than Hynd^Mrd, yet 
equally honest and worthy. His friendship fa: me 
"Vas unbounded ; and the time passed in l^is company 
was esteemed by me most precious. The liberality 
vf my ^ntimeats, thirst ^r knowledge and scien- 
tific ^acquirements, gained their favor : our topics of 
conversation were inexhaustible, and I acquired more 
real information at Moecow that at Berlin, under the 
tuition of La Metri, Maupertius, and Voltaire. 

Scarce)y had I been six. weeks in this city before 
I had an adventure which I shall hexe relate, for, my- 
self excepted, afl the persons concerned in it are now 
dead. Intrigues properly belong to novels ; tliis book 
is intended fov a mere serious purpose, and they aie^ 

10, 



iiierefore^ here tt^ally suppreensed. ft carmof 1^ 
supposed ! was a wotsasa hater. Most <^ the g^ood 
or bad fortime I erperienoed origiAated in k>ve. 1 
was not, by nature, ineomtant, end was incapable 
of deeisit, even in anjours. In ^ very ardowr tt 
youth, I always shuniked mere eensual pleasures ; i 
loved for more exalted reasons, and for such *ought 
to be loved again. Love and friendship were with 
'me alway« united; and* these i ^as capable of ifudrt* 
ing, maintaining, and deserving. The most difficult 
of access, the noblest, and the fairest, vrere ever my 
choice, and my veuention for theee always deterred 
me frcwn grosser gratifkatiotts. By woman I waii 
formed, by the faith of womian supported under mis- 
fortunes, in the company <3f womim enjoyed the few 
hours of delight my life of -eorrowe has experienced. 
Woman, beautiiUl and well instructed, even now, 
lightens ^e burthen of age, the world's tediousness, 
and its woes ; and, when these are ended, I would 
rather wish my eyes might be closed by fair and vir- 
gin hands, than when expiring, fixed ^n a hypocriti- 
cal priest 

My adventures with won»en wouM femply furnish 
a romance— rbut enough of this. I should not relate 
the present, were it not necessary to my story. 

Dining one public day with Lord Hyndford, Iwai^ 
seated beside a chatming young lady, of one of the 
best families in Russia, who had been promised in 
marriage, though only seventeen, to an old invalid 
minister. Her eyes soon told me she thought me 
pref^ble to Iher intended bridegroom. I understood 
them, lamented her hard fate, and was surprised to 
hear her exclaim — ^ Oh, Heavens ! that it were pQ«K 
sfble you could d^ver me from my misfortune : I 
would enga^ to do whatever you would direct 
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The impressioB 8Uoh an appeal matBi make on a 
man of four^ttn^twenty, of a temperaineiit like mine, 
may easily be jsujiposed. The lady was ravishingly 
beautiful ; her scad was candour itself and her nuik 
that of a princess ; but the court c<HDniands had al- 
ready been giren in favour of the xnanriasi ; and flight, 
with all its inseparal^e dangers, "was the (»ily expe- 
dieni;. A public taUe was no place for long exphi* 
naiiioiiB. Our heaiti weie already one. I requested 
an interview, and the next day was appointed — the 
place the Trotatf garden^ where I passed three raptu* 
reus hours in her ccnnpany ; thanks to her woman, 
Irko^ was aOeergiaii. 

. To eecape, howe?er^ from Moscow, was impos-^ 
eiblev ' The distance thenee to any foreign country 
yfVB too ^reeLt. The oourt was not to remave to 
Peterfid>iirg till the next spring, and her marriage 
traa fixed for the first of August The mis^otrtaue 
was not to be remedied, and nothing was left us bat 
patience perforce. We coald oniy resolre to fly 
from Petersburg, when there, the soonest possible, 
and to take rd^ige in some comer of the earth, 
where we might remain unknown ef alL The i^ar* 
riage, therefbSre, was celebrated with pomp ; though 
I, in despite of forms, was the trae husband of the 
princess. Such was the state of the husband im- 
posed x^dn hcv, that, to describe it, and not give 
disgust, were impossiUe. 

The prineeas gave me her jewels, and sevinal 
thousand rubles, which she had reeeived as a nuptial 
present, that I might purchase every thing necessary 
ibr ibght : my evil destiny, however, liad otherwise 
determined. I was playing at Ombre with her, one 
night, at the house of the countess of Bestuchef, 
whm she complained of a yiolent headache, ap« 
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pointed me to meet her, on the morrow^ in the 
Trotzer garden, clasped tny-hand wkh inexpreBSH 
ble emotion, and departed. Aiaa! I never beheld 
her more, till stretched upon the bi«r ! 

She grew delirious that rery' night, and she con* 
tinued till her death, which happened on the sixth 
day, when the smallpox began to a^>eaf. Durit^ 
her delirium she discovered our love, and ince»» 
santly called on me to deliver her from her tyrantL 
Thus, in the flower of her age, perished one of the 
most lovely women I evbr knew; and with her iled 
all I held most dear. 

All my plans were now to be new amnged. L<Hd 
Hyndford alone was in the secret, for I had no se* 
cret for him : he strengthened me in my first resolu^ 
tiou, and owned that he himself, for such a mistress^ 
might perhaps have been weak enough to have acted 
as I had done. Almost as mucht moved as myself^ 
he sympathized with me like a friend ; and his ad^ 
vice deterred me from ending my misehes, and de« 
scending with her, whc»n I had loved and lost, to 
the grave. This was the severest trial thad ev^ Mu 
Our afiectioa was unbounded, and such only as 
noble hearts can feel; she being gone, the whole 
world became a desert. There is not a man on earth 
whose life affords more various turns of &te than 
mine. Swiftly raised to the highest pinnacle of hope^ 
as suddenly was I cast headlong down ; and so re« 
markable were the^e revolutions, thai he who has 
read my history will at last find it difficult to say" 
vvhether he envies or pities me most And yet these 
v^re, in reality, but preparatory to the evils that ho* 
vered over my devoted head. Had not the remenn 
brance of past joys soothed and supported me under 
my sufiferings, I certainly should not have «idured 



ihe tea ye^is toftwre of the Magdeburg- duageoo, 
.with a fortitude tlMt might have keea worthy ev^ 
of Socrates. 

Enough of this. My blood agaia courses swifter 
.^ough my yeius as I write! Bei^t, gentle maiden, 
jioble and iovely as thou w^t ! For thee ought 
Heav^i to hxive uiiited a form so &ir, animated as it 
was by a soul so pure, to ever-blooming youth and 
imr^orlality. 

My love fcNT this lady became well known in Mos^ 
cow ; yet her corpulent) overgrown husband had not 
understanding enough to suppose th^e was any 
laeanii^ in her rhapsodies during her delirium. 

H^r gills to me amounted, in vdue, to about seven 
.thousand dueato. Lord Hyndford and Count Bernes 
hoth adjudged them legally mine ; and well assured 
her heart had bequeathed me mucJi more. • 

To this event succeeded another, by which my 
fortune was greatly influenced. The countess of 
Bestuobcf was then the most amiable and Witty 
wo«iaa at court Her husbapd, cunning, selfish, but 
shalloW) had- the name of minister, while she, in 
seality, governed with a genius at once daring and 
cen^rebensive.. The too pliant Elizabeth carelessly 
Jeft the. most, important things to the directions of 
o^thers. Thus the eountesa was the first person of 
the empire, and on whom the attention of all the 
loreigQ ministers was fixed. 

Haughty and majestic in demeanour, 8l\e was mp^ 
posed to be ^the only woman at court who continued 
tiiihful to her husband ; which supposition probably 
originated iu her art and education, she being a Ger- 
XUan bom ; for I afterwards found her virtue was only 
pride, and a knowledge of the national character, 
^hp Russian lover rules despotic over his mistress j 

* 10* 
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requires money, submission, and, should he meet 
opposition, threatens her n^ith blows, and the dis- 
covery of her secret. 

During Elizabeth's reign, foreigners eould neither 
appear at court, nor in the best company, without 
the introduction of Bestuchef. I and Sievers, gen- 
tlemen of the chamber, were at that time the only 
Germans who had free egress in all houses of Saali' 
ion : my being protected by the English and Att8H 
trian ambassadors gave me very peculiar advantages, 
and made my company every where courted. 

Bestuchef had been resident, during the late reign, 
at Hamburg ; in which inferior station he married 
the countess, at that time, though young and hand- 
some, only the widow of the merchant Boettgei^. 
Uiider Elizabeth, Bestuchef rose to the summit of 
mnk afid power, and the widow Boettger became the 
first lady in the empire. When I knew her, she wa« 
eight-and-thirty, consequently no beauty, though a 
woman highly endowed in mind and manners, of 
keen discernment, disliking the Russians, protecting 
the Prussians, and at whose aversion all trembled. 

Her carriage towards the Russians was, what it 
must be in her situation, lofty, cautious, and ironi^ 
cal, rather than kind. To me she showed the ut- 
most esteem on all occasions, welbomed me to her 
ta^le, and often admitted me to drink coffee in her 
company with herself alone and Colonel Oetttnger. 
The countess never failed giving me to understand 
she had perceived my love for the Princess N— — ; 
and though I constantly denied the faet, she related 
circumstances which she could have known, as I 
thought, only from my mistress herself; my silence 
pleased her, for the Russians, when a lady has a par- 
tiality for them, never fail to vaunt of their good foN 
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tkine. She wkhed to persuade me she had obserred 
tis in company, had read the lan^age.of our eyes, 
and had long penetrated our secret. I was ignorant 
at that time, that she then, and had long before, 
entertained the maid of my mistress as a spy in 
her pay. 

About a week after the death of the princess, the 
cotmtess invited m^ to take cofiee wilh her in her 
chamber ; lantented my loss, and the violence of that 
passion which had deprived me of all my customary 
Tivacity, and altered my very appearance. She seem- 
ed so interested in my behalf, and expressed so many 
wishes, and so ardent, to better my fiite, that i could no 
longer doubt. Another 0[^rtumty soon happened, 
which confirmed these my suspicions: her month 
confessed her sentiments. Discretion, secrecy, and 
fidelity, were the laws she imposed ; and neter did I 
experience a more ardent passion from woman. Such 
^wns her understanding and penetration, she knew 
how to rivet my affections. 

Caution was a ihing most necessary. She con- 
trived, however, to make opp<Nrtunity. The chanced 
lor valued, confided in me, and employed me in his 
cabinet ; so that I remained whole days in the house. 
My captainship of cavalry was now no longer thooght 
of: I was destined to political em{doyment. My &st 
was to be gentleman of the chamber, which in Rusaia 
is an office of importance ; and the prospect of futurity 
became to me most resplendent. Lord Hyndford, ever 
the repository of my secrets, counsellea me, formed 
plans for my conduct, rejoiced at my success, and, 
refused to be reimbursed the expense he had been at, 
though now my ciicumstancea.were prosperous. 

The degree of credit I enjoyed was soon noticed : 
foreign ministers began to pay theis court to mai 
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i^olts, the Pnutaian minister, made ^prery effort, W 
win me, but found me incoimptibk. 

The Russian alliance was, at ^m time, highly 
4)ourted by fc«eiga powers : the humbling of Prussia 
was the thing genemlly wished find planned; and 
nobody was better informed than myself of miaiste*- 
lial and femily ^tions at this court* 

My mistress, a year al^er my acquaintance with 
her, fell into her enemies? power, and, with her hus*- 
band, was delivered over to the executioner. Chan- 
cellor Bestuchef, in the year 1755, was forced to 
confession by the knoui Apraxin, minister of war, 
had a similar iate. The wife of his brother, then 
envoy in Poland, was, by the treachery of a certain 
Lieutenant Berger, with three other$ of the first ladies 
of the court, knouted, branded, and had their tongues 
cut out. This happened in the year 1741, whea 
Elizabeth ascended the throne. Her husband, how- 
ever^ faithfully served ; I knew him, as Russian eor 
voy, at Vienna, in 1751. This may indeed be called 
the love of our country, and thus does it happen to 
^e first men of the state ; what then can a foreigner 
hope for, if persecuted, and in the power of those in 
audiority } 

No man, in so short a space of time, had erector 
opportunities than I to discover the secreis of state, 
especisAly when guided by Hyudford and Beme», 
under the reign of a well*meanittg, but sh(Hrt-sighted 
empress, whose first minister was a weak man, durectn 
ed by the will of an able and ambitious wife ; and 
which wife loved me, a stranger, an«acquaintance 
onlyof a few months, so passionately, that 'to thiB 
passion she would have sacrificed every other object. 
Sfa« might, in &ct, & considered as empress of Rus- 
si% disposing of peace or war ; and, bad I been moia 
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pradent ot^ less sinoere, I m^ht^ in slieh a situatimr^ 
have amassed treasqves, and deposited them in full 
security. Her generosity was bonndless, and though 
obliged to pay abcyre a hundred thousand rubles in 
one year, to diaehaige her son's debts, yet might I 
JiaTe saved a still lajver sum ; hut half €^ the gifts 
she obliged me to receive I lent to ^is son, and lost. 
So farmras I from selfish, and so negligent of wealth, 
that by supplying the wants of others, I o^n, on a 
reverse of fortune, suifered want myself. ' 

This my splendid success in Russia displeased the 
great Fredeiic, whose persecution everywhere a^* 
tmded me, and who supposed his interest injured by 
my success in Russiai The incident i am going to 
relate was, at the time it happened, well known to, 
aad catised muKk agitation among all the foreign 
ambassadors. 

Lord Hyndfovd desired 1 would make him a fair 
6opy of a plan of Cronstadt, for which he furnished 
the materials, with three additional drawings of the 
various ships in the harbour, and their names. There 
was neither danger nor suspicion attending this; the 
plan of Ctonstadt being no secret, but publicly sold 
in the shops of Petersbdig. England was likewise 
then in the closest alliance with Russia. Hyndford 
(Viewed that drawing to Funk, the Saxon envoy, his 
intimate friend, who asked his permission to copy tl 
hinaself. Hyndferd gave him the |dan signed with 
my name ^ and after Funk had been some days em-* 
ployed copying it, the Prussian minister, Goltz, who 
liveid in his neighbourhood, came in, as he frequently 
paid him friendly visits. Funk unsuspectingly sfaow-^ 
ed him my drawing, and both lamented that Frederic 
had lost so useful a subject Goltz asked to borrow 
ityfor.a couple of days, in order to conect his own^ 
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9aad Fwakf obe of tbe worthies!^ n^ost hones^ and 
least suqiicioiis c^ men, vrho loved me like a brother^ 
accordingly l«»t the {dao. 

No sooDer wasGokx m poseession of it^ tbaa he 
hurried to the ehaneeUor, with whose weaknesses he 
'Was well acquainted, told him his intent in corang 
was to prove that a man^ who had once been unfaith-* 
fill to his king and oountry, where hei had been 
lo^ed with favoute, would certainly betmy, fdr his 
own private interest, every state where he was trustn 
ed. He continued his pre&cie, by speakiiqr of the 
sapid progress I had made in Russia, and the beet 
entrance I had found in the chancellor's faouae^ where 
I was received as a son, and initk^ed in the secrvte. 
of the cabinet 

. The chancellor defended me :-^6ohz then ende»* 
voured to incite his jealousy, and told him my private* 
interviews with his wife, especially ih the pakcoi gar- 
den, were publicly spoken o£ This he had. learned 
fK»n his spies, be having endeavoured, by the snares 
he laid, to make my destruction certain. 

He likewise led Bestuchef to spuspect his eecietary^ 
S— *n, was a party in the intrigae, till at last the 
chancellor became very angry. Gokz then took my 
plan of Cronstadt from his pockety and added^— 
^^ Your exeelleney is nourisliing a serpest in youlp 
b^som. This dmwing have 1 received kom Trenek, 
copied from your cabinet designs for two httidied 
ducats.'' He knew 1 was employed tbaie sometimes, 
with Oettinger, whose office it was to inspect tha 
buildings, and repairs of all the Russian fortidcatioBSL 
Bestiaohef was astonished, his .anger beeame violent; 
and Goltz added fuel to the flune, by iofitnuating I 
should not be so powerfully protepted by Bexfies, 
tbe Austrian amfaaiuador) were it not to &«our the 
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^^vs^of-Ms own eourt SestiicheF ixidntkm^d ipt^* 
secution and the knout ; Goltz replied, my iVi^ndd 
\reie too powerfiil, my pardon would be procated, 
Hnd <be evil this way hicreaiSed. They theirefore 
^termin^d to have me mcH^ly eectired, and pri^^ 
vxctely oonveyed to Siberia. 

Thus, white I nnsuspectingly dreamed of nothing 
Wt happiness, the gathering stbrm threatened de^ 
vtmctbn, which only was »verted by accident, or 
Ckni'lB good pro^dence. 

GoltK had scamely left the place, triumphant,' when 
ike ehancelloT entered, with bitterness and rancour 
in his heart, into his lady's apartment, reproached 
he^ with my conduct, and, while she endeavoured to 
«ooth him, related aill that had passed. Her pen^ 
tmtion was much deeper ttum her husband's; she 
|>eroe»red there was a plot against me : she indeed 
knew my heart better than any other, and particularly 
^rhat Iwas not in the want of a poor two hundred 
ducats. She coaald not, however, appease him ; and 
my ari^st was determined. She therefbre instantly 
wrote me a Ime to the following purport: — • 

^Tou are tiireatened, dear ^end, by a very inn 
eminent danger. Do not sleep to*night at home, hvtt 
secure ^rouirself at Ldrd fiyndford's till you hear fai^ 
-ther from «ie." 

Secretary S**h!% h«r confidant (the same who, iM 
long since, was Russian envoy at Ratisbon), was 
-mik with diis note. He found me, tdfier dinner, at 
the English ukibassadcMr's, and call^ me aside, t 
.read the i»lkc, was astonished at its contents, and 
showed it to Lord H3mdford. My conscience wa^ 
Yoid of r^oaich, except that we suspected my secret 
with the counte|» had been betrayed to tfie «hancel- 
lov ; and^ feadng his jealousy Hyndford commanded 
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me to remftiii m Ills house till we riiould mike inr* 
ther discovery. 

We placed spies round the house where I lived;; 
I was inquired for after midnight luid the lieutenani 
oi the police came himself and searched the house. 

Lord Hyndford went, ahout ten in the mornings 
to visit the ehancelldr, that he mi^ht ohtain some 
intelligence, whQ immediately r^roached huan for 
having panted an asylum to a-'traitor. ^ What has 
this traitor done?" said Hyndford. "Faithlessly 
copied a plan of Oonstadtvfrom my cabinet draw- 
ings," answered the chancellor, ^ which he has sold 
to the Prussia^ minister for two hundred dueats." 

Hyndford was astonished ; he knew me well, and 
also knew that he had then, in money and jewels, 
more than eight .thous^d ducats of mine in his own 
hands : nor was he less ignorant of the little value I 
set on money, pr of the sources whence I could ob- 
tain it, when 1 pleased. "Has your excellency ac- 
tually seen this drawing of Trenck's?"— ^' Yes; I 
have been shown it by Goltz." — ^ I wish I might 
likewise be permitted to see k; I know Trenck's 
drawing, and make myself resp<msible that he is no 
traitor. Here is some mystery ; be so kind as to 
desire Mr. Goltz will come, and bring his plan of 
Cronstadt. Trenck is at my house, shall be forth- 
eoming instaptly, and I will not protect him, if he 
proves guilty." 

The phancellor vnrote to Goltae, but he, artful as 
he was, had, no doubt^ taken care to be informed 
that the lieutenant of the police had missed his prey. 
He therefore sent an excuse, and did not appear. In 
the mean time I entered ; Hyndford then addressed 
me with the openness of an Englishman, and asdted 
Are. you a liaitor, Trenck ? If so, you do not 
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meat my protection, but yon stand here a state pri- 
soner. Have you sold a plan of Cronstadt to Mr. 
, Goltz ?". My answer may easily be supposed. Hynd- 
fonl rehearsed what the chancellor had told him ; I 
was desired to leave the room, and Funk vna sent for* 
The moment he came in, Hyndfoid said — ^^ Sir, where 
is that plan of Cronstadt which Trenck copied ?" 
Funk, hesitating, replied — ^ I will go for if ^ Have 
you it," continued Hyndford, '' at home ? Speak upon 
your honour." — *' No, my lord ; I have lent it for a 
few days to Mr. Goltz, thiat he may take a copy." 

Hyndford immediately then saw the whole afiair, 
told the chancellor the history of this plan, which 
bdonged to him, and Which he had lent to Funk, 
and requested a trpsty perscm might be sent with 
him, to make proper search. Bestuchef named his 
first secretary, and to him were added Funk and the 
Dutch envoy, Schwart, who happ^ied then to enter. 
All went together to the house of Goltz. Funk here 
demanded his plan of Cronstadt ; Goltz gave it him, 
and Funk returned it to Lord Hyndford. 

The secretary and Hyndford both tljien desired he 
would produce the plan of Cronstadt, which he had 
bought of Trenck for two hundred ducats. His con- 
fusion now was great, and Hyndfcord firmly insisted 
this plan should be forthcomingv to vindicate the 
honour of Trenck, whom he hdd to be an honest 
man. On this, Goltz answered — ^' 1 have received 
my king^a coounands to prevent the preferment of 
Trenck in Russia, and I have only fiilfilled the duty 
of a minister." 

Hyndford spit on the ground, and said more than 
I now choose to repeat ; after which the four gentle- 
men returned to the chanceUor, and I was again 
called. Every body complimented me, related what 

41 



193 lan ov biibon^ Tmxsoiu 

httd pMsed, and the cha&cellor prcxmbcd I sfaovU \m 
reeompensed ; stMctly, howevei, foidttdding me to takm 
any revenge on the PlmsaitQ ambassedcir^ I h&nn^ ^ 
s^vom, in Uie fiist transports ofanger, to pnnisfa hka 
whenever I should find-him, even viere it at the al^* 
tar^s foot. ' 

The ehaneellor soothed me, kept me to dine with 
him, and endeavoured to assuage my boiling pasaion& 
The countess af^ted indifference, and askad me if 
euch4ike actions characterised the Prussian nadoa*. 
Funk and Sehwart were at table. All present ooOf* 
gratulated me on ray victory, but none knew to whom 
I was indebted for deliverance ftom the hasty and un- 
just condeninaticHOi of the chancellor, although my 
protectress was one of die. con^ny. I received a 
present of two thousand rubles, the next day, from dM 
chancellor, with orders to thank the empiess for thtt 
mark o[ her bounty, rand accept it as a sign of her 
especial &vour. I paid these my ^anks some days 
after. The money I disregarded; but the amiablo 
empresss, by her enefaanting benevolence, made ma 
forget the pMt. The story became public, and Goltz 
appeared neither in company nor at court. The maa^ 
ner in which the countess personally reproached him^ 
I shall, out of req[>eot, pass over. Bemes, the erafty 
Piedmontese, assured me of revenge, without my trou* 
bling myself in the matt^, and'*-^M^t happened after 
I know not Goltz af^ared but little in company^ 
fell ill when I had left Russia, and (Med, soon after, 
of a consumption. 

This vile man was, no doubt, the cause of all the 
calamities which afterwards fell upon me. I should 
have become one of the first men in Russia ; the mi£^ 
fortunes that befel Bestuchef, and his fanuly, some 
Tears aft;erward, might lave been averted ; I dtoold 



nerer have returned to Vieima, a city so fetal to the 
name of Trenck ; by the mediation 6f the RiBMvn 
court, I i^oiild have recovered my great ddavoniaa 
estates ; my days of persecution at Viemia would 
have been passed in peace and pleasure ; nor should 
i have entered the dungeon of Magdeburg. 

How litde did the great Frederic know my heart ! 
Without having offended, he had rendered me misoi- 
rable, had condemned me to impritoamienit, atGlatj!,' 
on mere suspicion, and, flying thence, naked and des- 
titute, had confiscated my patenuid inheritance. Not 
contented with inflicting all these calamities, he would 
not suffer me, peaceably, to seek my fortune in a fo« 
reign land. 

Few are the youths, who, in so short a time, being 
e^elled their native countiy with <lisgrace, by their 
own eflforts, merits, and talents, have obtained ho- 
nour and favour so great, acquired such powerful 
fHends, or being entrusted, with confidence equally 
unlimited, in transactions so important. Enraged as 
I was at the treachery of Ooltz, had opportunity of- 
fered, I might have been tempted even to turn my 
native country into a desert ; nor do I deny that 1 
afterward promoted the views of the Austrian envoy, 
who knew well to cherish the flame that had been 
kindled, and turn it to his own use. Till this mo- 
ment I certainly never fdt the least enmity, either to my 
country or king, nor did I ever sufler myself, on any 
occasion^ to be made the agent of their disadvantage. 

No sooner was I entrusted, more intimately, with 
cabinet secrets, than I discovered the state of Ac- 
tions, and that Bestuchef and Apraxin were, even 
then, in Prussian pay ; that a counterpoise, by their 
means, might be formed t« the prevalence of the 
Austrian party. 
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Hence we may date the change of Russian poii* 
ties m the year 1762. Here also we may find a clue 
to the contradictory orders, artifices, positions, re^ 
treats, and disappointments of the Russian army^ in 
the seven-years' war. The countess, who was 
obliged to act with greater caution, foresaw the con- 
sequences of the various intrigues in which her has- 
hand was engaged : her love for me naturally drew 
her from her former party : she confided every secret 
to me, and ever remained, till her fall, which hap- 
pened in 1758, daring my imprisonment, my best 
friend and correspondent. Hence was I so well in* 
Ibrmed of all the plans against Prussia, to tlie years 
1754 and 1756 ; much more so than many minis- 
ters of the interested courts, who imagined they 
alone were in the secret. How many after events 
could 1 then have foretold ! Such was the perverse- 
ness of my destiny, that where 1 should most have 
been sought for, and best known, there was 1 least 
valued. 

No man, in my youth, would have believed I 
should live to my si2(;tieth year, untitled and obscure. 
In Berlin, Petersburg, London, and Paris, have I been 
esteemed by the greatest statesmen, and now I am 
reduced to the invalid list How strange are the 
caprices of fortune ! I ought never to have left Rus^ 
sia; this was my great error, which 1 still live to 
repent. 

I have, never been accustomed to sleep more than 
. four or ^ve hours ; so that, though, through life, I- 
have allowed time for paying visits and receiving 
company, J have still had si^cient for study and 
improvement. Hyndford was my instructor in poli- 
tics: Boerhaave, then physician to the court, and 
my bosom friend, my tutor in physic and literary 
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aiibjeets. Women. fomied me for conrt intrigues 
though these, as a pbilodofihery I despised. 

The chftfteellm- had greatly changed his carriage 
toward me since the incident of the pla^. He o&* 
served my looks and words, showed he was did- 
tFustfal, and desirous of revenge. His Uuiy, as well 
as myself, remarked this, and new measures became 
necessary. I was obliged to act an airtful, but, at the 
same time, a yery dai^erous part. 

My cousin, Bar^i Trenck, died in the Spielbei;g, 
October 4, 1749, and left ate his heir, on condition 
I should only serve the house c^ Austria. In March 
1750, Count Barnes receiyed the citation sent me 
to enter otn this « inheritance. I would h^r nothii^ 
of Vienna^ the abon^nable treatment of my cousin 
terrified me. I wcdl knew the origin of his proae- 
cBiion, the services he liad rendered his country, and 
had been an eye witness of the injustice by which 
he was repaid. Bemes, however, represented that 
the property left me was worth much above a mil- 
lion; that the empress would support me in the 
pursuit of justice, and that I had no personal ^nemy 
at Vienna ; that million of certain property^ in Hun- 

r^, was much superior to the highest expectations 
Russia, where I myself had beheld so many 
changes of fortune, and the effects of family cabals. 
•Russia he painted as dangerous, Vienna as secure, 
and promised me himself e0ectual assistance, as his 
embassy would end within the year. Were 1 once 
rich, I might reside in what country I pleased ; nor 
^uld the persecutions of Frederic any where pursue 
me so inefiectually aa in Austria. Snares would be 
laid for me every where else, as I had experienced 
in Kussia. ^^ What," said, he, ^ would have been 
the consequences, had not the countess warned yaa 
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» 

of the impending danger? ^ You, like many anodier 
honest and innocent man would have been sent to 
Sil)eria. Your innocence niust have remained unat- 
tested, and yourself, in the universal opinion, a vil- 
lain and a traitor." 

Hyndford spoke to me in the same tone, assured 
me of his eternal protection, and described London 
as a certain asylum, should I not find happiness at 
Vienna. He spoke of slavery as a Briton ought to 
speak, reminded me of the fate of Munich and Oster- 
man, painted the court such as I knew it to be, and 
asked what were my expectations, even were I foi^ 
tunate enough to become general, or minister, in 
'such a country ? 

These reasonings at length determined me: but 
having plenty of money, I thought proper to take 
Stockholm, Copenhagen, and Holland, in my way ; 
and Bemes was, in the mean time, to prepare me a 
favourable reception at Vienna. He desired also I 
would give authority to get possesion of the estates. 
to which 1 was heir. My mistress strongly endea- 
voured to detain me, but yielded at length to the 
force of reason. I tore myself away, and promised, 
on my honour, to return as soon as I had arranged 
my af&irs at Vienna. She made the proposition of 
investing me with some foreign embassy, by which 
I might render the most effectual services to the 
court of Vienna. In this hope we parted with heavy 
hearts : she pesented me with her portrait, and a 
snuff-box set with diamonds : the first of these, three 
years ai^erward^ was torn from my bosom by the 
officers in my first dungpon at Magdeburg, as I shall 
hereafter relate. The chancellor embraced me, at 
parting, with friendship. Apraxin wept, and clasped 
me in his arms, prophesying, at the same^ I should 
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I never be so Iiappy as in Russia. I myself foreboded 
misfortune, and quitted Russia with regret ; but stHl 
followed the advice of Hyndford and Bemes. 

I pursued my journey without company, and ai^ 
rived at Vienna. I cannot exactly recollect in what 
month, but I had been absent about two years ; and 
the reader will allow that it was barely possible for 
any man, in so short a time, to have experienced 
more various chatiges of fate, though many smaller 
incidents have been suppressed. The places where 
my pledged fidelity required discretion will be easily 
supposed, as likewise will the concealment of court 
intrigues and artifices, the publication of which might 
even yet subject me to more persecutions. All wri- 
ters are not permitted to speak Iruth of monarchs 
and ministers. 1 am the &ther of eight children, 
and parental love and duty vanquish the inclination 
pf the author; and this duty, this auction, have 
made me very cautious in relating what happened to 
me at Vienna, that I might thereby serve them mote 
efiectually, than by indidging the pride of the writer, 
or the vengeance of the man. 

Since accounts so various, conlradiotory, and dis- 
honourable to the name of Trenck, have been circu- 
lated in Vienna, concerning facta which happened 
thirty-seven years ago, I will here give a short ab- 
stract of them, and such as may be verified by the 
records of the courts. I pledge my honour to the 
truth of the statement, and, were I so allowed, would 
prove it to the conviction of any unprejudiced court ' 
of justice : but this I cannot hope, as princes are 
.much more disposed to bestow unmerited favours, 
than to make retribution to those whom they have 
unjustly punished. 

Francis Baron Trenck died in the Spielberg, 0>- 
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tober 4, 1749« ft has been erroneow^y bdieTed in i 

Vienna, that his estates were confiscated by the S6i»- ' 
tence which condemned him .to the Spielberg. He 
had committed no ofience against the state, was ac^ 
cused of none, much less convicted^— The coart'fl 
sentence was, that the administratian of his estate 
should be committed to Ck>unsellor j&en^yf and Baron 
Peyaczcwitz, who were selected by hioMelf, and the 
accounts of his stewards and fanners were to be 
sent him yearly. He continued, till his deaths to 
have ihe free and entire disposal of his property. . 

Although before his death, he sent for his advo- 
cate, Doctor Berger, and by him petitioned the emr 
press she would issue the necessary orders to the 
governor of the Spielberg, to permit &e entrance of 
witnesses^ and all things necessary to make a legal 
will, it by no means foUowed that he petitioned her 
for permission to make this will. The case is too 
dear to admit of doubt The royal commands were 
given, that he should enjoy all freedom of making 
bis wilL Permission was sJso given, that during his 
sickness he might be removed to the Capuchin eoor 
vent, which was. equail to liberty, but this he refused 
to accept. 

Neither was his ability to make a will questioned. 
The advocate was only to request the queen's po^ 
mission to supply some formalities, which had been 
neglected when he purchased the lordships of Ye- 
lika and Nustar, which petition was likewise granted. 
The royal mandate still exists, which comrnksioned 
the persons therein named ad trustees to the estate 
and effects of Trenck, and this mandate runs thus : 
— ^'Let the last will of Tren<^ be duly executed; 
let dispatch be used, and let the heir be protected in 
all his rights.'' Ck)n£8oation, therefcnre, had never 
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been thought of, nor hi» power to make a will dk« 
pnted. 

I will now show how I *have been deprived of 
this yaluable inheritance, while 1 have been obliged 
to pay above sixty thousand florins to defray the 
legacies he had left; and when this narrative is read, 
it will no longer be affirmed at Vienna, ^at, by the 
&vours of the court, I inherited seventy-six thousand 
florins, or the lordship of Zwerbach, from Trenck. 
I shall proceed to ray proofs. 

The &ther of Baron Trenck, who died in the 
year 1743, governor of Leitschau, in Hungary, named 
me in his will the successor of his son, should he 
die without heirs-male. 

This will was sent to be proved, according to form, 
at Vienna, after having been authenticated in the 
most legal manner in Hungary. The court called 
Hof kriegsrath, at Vienna, neglected to provide a cu- 
rator, for the security of die next heir ; yet this could 
not, annul my right of succession. When Trenck 
succeeded his father, he entered no protest to this 
his father's wiU ; therefore, dying without children, 
in the year 1749, my claim was indisputable. I was 
heir, he had made no will ; and even, m case of con- 
fiscation, my title to his father's estates still remained 
valid. 

Trenck knew this but too well ; he, as I have be- 
fore related, was my worst enemy, and even attempt- 
ed my life. I will therefore proceed to show the 
real intent of this craHy testament. 

Determined no longer to live in confinement, or 
to ask forgiveness, by which, it was well known, he 
might have obtained his freedom, having lost all 
hopes of reimbursing his losses, his avarice was re- 
duced to despair/ His desire of &me was unbounded; 
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aAd du« eould no Mray be gratified, but by having'' 
himself canonized for a saint, afler spending his life 
in ccNnfiiitting all the ravages of a pend«ar. ifence 
orurinated the fc^owing facta. 

He knew I was the legal claimant to hie father's 
efltatjBS. His &ther had bought, with the &mil7 
money, remitted from Pruwia^the lord«hips of Pres- 
towaczand Pleteniitz, in Sdavonia; and he himself 
during his feth^s life, and with his fadier's moneyv 
had purchased the lordship of Pakratz, for foxty 
thousand florins ; this must therefore desoeod also to 
me, he having no more power to will tiiis from m& 
than he had the remainder of his paternal inherit* 
tance. The property he himself had gained was 
consigned to administrators ; but a hundred thousand 
florins had been expended in lawsuits, and sixty-* 
three suits continued actually pending against hm 
in court : the legacies he bequeathed amounted to 
eighty thousand florins. These he saw could not 
be paid, should I claim nothing more dian the pa- 
ternal inherit^ce ; he therefore, to render me unfor- 
tunate after his death, craftily named me his rnnveiaal 
heir, without mentioning his father's will, but en- 
deavoured, by his mystmous death, and the follow- 
ing conditions, to force the execution of his own will. 

First, I was to become a Catholic. 

Sbcondly, 1 was to serve only the house of Aus- 
tria ^, and. 

Lastly, he made his whole estate, without ex- 
cepting the paternal inheritance, a jSciet ccmmissimL 

Hence arose all my misfortunes, as indeed was his 
intention ; for, but a short time before his death, he 
said to the governor, Baron Kottulinsky — ^ I shall 
now die cont^ited, since I have been able to trick 
my cousin, and render him wretched." 
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, His death, beUeved in Vienna to be niiraenkmis^ 
happened after the following manner : and by this 
he induced many weak peo{Se, who really believed 
him a aaint, to further his views. ' 

Three days before his death, while in perfect 
health, he desured &e governor of the Spidberg 
would send for. his confessor, for that St. Francia 
had revealed to him he should be removed into Hfe 
everlasting on his birth day, at twelve o'clock. The 
Capuchin was sent for, but the prediction laughed at 

The day, however, after the departure of his 
eonfessor, he said— ^Praise be to God! my end 
approaches: and my confessor is dead, knd has 
appeared to me." Strange as it may seem, it was 
actually found to be true that the priest was dead* 
He now had all the officers of the garrison of Bninn 
assembled, tonsured his head like a Capuchin, took 
tiie habit of the order, publicly confessed himself in 
a sermon of an hour's length, exhorted them all to 
holiness, acted the part of a most exemplary peni-* 
tent, embraced all present, spoke wiih a smile of 
insignificance of all earthly possessions, took his 
leave, knelt down to prayers, slept calmly, rose, 
pm3red again, and about eleven in the forenoon, Octo- 
ber 4th, taking his watch in his hand, said — ^Thanks 
be to my God ! my last hour approaches." All laugh- 
ed at such a farce from a mari of such a character; 
yet they remarked that the left side of his face grew 
pale. He then leaned his arm on the table, prayed, 
and remuned motionless, with his eyes closed. The 
dock struck twelve^^-410 signs of life or motion could 
be discovered ; they spoke to him, and found ^t 
lie was really dead. 

The word miracle was echoed through the wholtf 
eoantry, and the transmigmtiott af the pandoor 
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Treock, from earth to • heaven, by St. Francis, pto- 
claimed. The clue to this lab3nrinth <^ miracles^ 
known only to me, is truly as follows : — ^ 

He possessed the seeret of what is called the agua 
toffana^ and had deteinsined on death. His confessor 
had been entruisted with all his secrets, and with pro- 
missory notes, which he wished to invalidate. I anEi 
perfectly certain that he had returned a promissory 
note of a great prince, given for two hundred thou- 
sand florins^ which has never been brought to ac- 
count. The confessor, therefore, was to be provided 
£(»:, that Trenck might not be betrayed, and a dose 
of poison was given him before he set 00* for Vienna : 
his death was the ccmsequence. He took similar 
means with himself, and thus he knew the hour of 
his exit : finding he could not become the first on 
earth, he wished to be adored as a saint in heaven* 
He knew he should work miracles when dead, b&* 
cause he ordered a chs^l to be built, willed a per- 
petual mass, and bequeathed the Capuchins sixty 
thousand fiorins. 

Thus died this most extraordinary man, in the 
thirty-fourth year of his age, to whom nature had 
denied none of her gifts — ^who had been the scourge 
of Bavaria — the terror of France — and who had, with 
his supposed contemptible pandours, taken above six 
&ousand Prussian prisoners. He lived a tyrant and 
enemy c^ men, and died a sanctified impostor. 

Such was the state of affinrs, as willed by Trenck, 
when I came to Vienna, in 1760, where I arrived with 
money and jewels to the amount of twenty thousand 
florins^. 

Instead of profiting by the wealth Trenck had 
acquired, I expended a hundred and twenty thou- 
sand florins of my own mon^y^ including what do- 
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vdyed to me from mj unde, his ftther^ in the piH> 
$ecution of his suits. Trenck bad pcdd two htmdred 
ducats to the tribunal of Vienna, in the year 1743) 
to procure its very reprehensible silence eonoeming 
a curator, to which I was sikcrt&eed, as the new 
judges of this court refused to correct the error of 
their predecessors. Such are ihe proceedings oi 
courts of justice in Vienna. 

On my first audience, no one eould be received 
more kindly than I was by the empress^queea* 8he 
spoke of my deceased cousili with much emotion and 
esteem, promised me aU grace aaul &vour,and inforsH 
ed me d the particular recooemiendatioiis she had r^ 
ceived on my behalf from Count Bemes. Finding 
sixty^three causes hanging over my head, in conse-> 
quence of the inheritance of Trende, to obtain ju»* 
tioe in any one of which, at Vienna, would have em** 
ployed the whole life of an honest man, 1 determined 
to i:enounce this disheritance, and claun only under 
the will, and as the heir of my uncle* 
. With this view I apfdied for, and obtained, a copy 
of that will, with which I personally appieered, aiMl 
declared to the court, thai 1 renounced the inheri^• 
anoe of Fxanpis Trenck, woidd undertake none of 
lais suits, nor be responsible for any of his legacies, 
and required only his father's estates, according to 
the legal will, which W9| produced; that is to say, 
the three lordships of Pakratz, Prestowacz, and Ple« 
ternitz, without chattels or personal effeets. No^ 
thing could be more just or incontrovertible (haa 
this claim. What "v^as my astonishment to be told,' 
bk open court, that her majesty had declared I must 
either wholly perform Uia articles of the will of 
7*renck, or be excluded the entire inheritance, and 
have nothing furt}ier to hope ! • What could be done? 

12' V 
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I ventured to remonstrate, but the Mnll of the c6trrt 
was determioed and absolute; I must become a 
Rdman Catholie. 

Subsequently, my estates irere sequestered by the 
eommissioners em]^loyed to see me righted ; and out 
of the. imiifense estates of Trenek, I only received . 
63,000 floriits, with wiikh I purchased the lordship 
of Zwerbach. The court of Austria, however, b^ 
Stowed on me a captt^nship of cavalry, in the Oor- 
dova caiiwsieni. 

in the year 1744, and the month of March, my 
mother died in Prussia, and I requested permission 
cf the court, that held the inheritance of Trenck, as 
mfidei eommissum^ to make a journey to Dantzic; to 
settle some femily affiiirs with my brothers and sis* 
ter, my estates being confisi^ated. This permission 
being granted, tiiuther I went in May, where I, once 
more, fell into the hands of the Prussians, which 
finms the second great, and stUl more gloomy^epoch 
in my life. All who read what follows, will shud' 
der, will commiseratie him, who fe^ng hpnself in- 
nooent, relates afflictions he has miserably encoun- 
tered, and gloriously overecntie. 

I left Hungary, where I was in garrison, for Dantzie^ 
where I had desired my brothers and sister to meet 
me, that we m^ht settle om* affidrs. My principal in^ 
tent, however, was a journey to Petersburg, there to 
seek the advice and aid of my friends, lor law and pei^ 
sectftion were not yet ended at Vienna; and my cap- 
tain's pay, and small income, were scarcely sufficient 
to di^fray ehaiges of attonieys and counselkyrs. 

It is here most worthy ^remark, that' I was told, 
by Prince Ferdinand of Bnine wick, governor of Mag- 
deburg, he had received orders to prepare my prison 
at Magdeburg, before I set out from Hungaiy. 
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Nbj^ more, it had beea written, ^m Vienna ia 
Berlin, that the king must beware of Trenck, for. 
that lie would be at Dantzie at the time when the 
king was to visit hie oamp in Prussia. 

What thing more vrle, what eontravanee mope 
abominable, could the wickedest wietch on earth 
find to banish a man his country, that he might se-n 
curely enjoy the property oi which the other had 
been robbed? — That this was done, i have living 
witnesses in his highness Prince Ferdinand of Bnme^ 
wick, and the Berlin ministry, from whose mouths I 
laaitied this artifice of viUany. It is the mere ne- 
cessary to estftbitsh this truth, because that no one 
can comprehend why tlie great Frederic should 
have proceeded against, mt in a manner ao cmel as^ 
Ivhen it comes to be related, must raise the indignar* 
t|on of the just, and move hearts of iron -to com-* 
miserate. 

Men so vile, se wicked, as I have described them, 

in ccmjuaction with one Weingarten, secretary to 

Count Puebla, then Austrian minister at Berlin, have 

brought on me these my misfortunes. 

. Tbie was the Weingarten who, as is now wdl 

known^ betrayed all the secrets of the Anstrian court 

to Frederic, who at length was discovered in the year 

1750, and who, wheil the w«r broke out, remained 

in the service of Prussia. This same Weingarteuy 

akM>, not only caused my wretchedness, but my 

sister's niin and death ; as he likewise did the pu« 

nishment and death of three innocent men; which 

will hereafter be shown. 

It is an incontrovertible truth, that I was betrayed 
and sold by men in Vienna, whose interest it waif 
that I should be etesnally silenced. 

I wae imfflediatdy vicdted by my hrothera and 
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mtmxm my airival at Dantzie^ wbere we Kred iiapp7 
in each other^s company during a fortnigbt ; and ait 
amicable partition was made of my mother's eflbctsr 
my sister perfectly justified herself concerning the 
manner in which I was obliged to fly from her hoose, 
m the year 1746 : our parting was kind, and as brother 
and sister ought to part. 

Our only acquaintance in Dantzic was the Austrian 
fesident, M. Abramson, to whom I brought letters of 
reconnnendation from Vienna, and whose reception 
of us was polite even to extmvagance. 

This Abramson was a Prussian bom, and had 
nerer seen Vienna, but obtained his then offiee by 
the recommendation of Count Belsrtuchef^ without 
seeurity for his good conduct, or proof of his good. 
m<Hals, lieart, or head. He was in close connexion 
with the Prussian xesident, Reimer, and was made 
the instrument of my ruin. 

Scarcely had my brothers and sister departed, be- 
fore I determined to make a voyage by sea to Russia. ' 
Abramson contrived a thousand artifices by which 
he detained me a week longer in Dantzic, that he, in 
conjunction with Rdmer, might rhake the necessary 
prepamtiona. 

The king of Prussia had demanded that the ma« 
gistrates of Dantzic should deliver me up ; but this 
could not be done without ofiending the Imperial 
court, I being a commissioned officer in that service, 
with proper passports : it was therefore probable that 
this negotiation requived that letters should pass and 
repass, and for this reason, Abmmson was emjdoyed 
to detain me some days longer, till by the last letters 
from Beiiin, the magistmtes of Dantzic were induced 
to violate public safety, and the laws of naticnis. 
Abramson I considered as my. best fiiend,aDd ^y 



person ad in pexfect securiiy; he bad tbcirefoieBO 
difBculty in pensuading me to stay. 

The day <^ supposed departure, oq board a Swedidbi 
ahip^r Riga, approached; and the deeeitful Abramr? 
son promised me to send one of his servants to th^ 
port, to know the hour. At four in the afternoon, 
he tc^d me he had himself spoken to the oaptain, 
who said he shoiild not sail till the next day; adding 
that he, Abramson, would expect me to bicakfast, 
and would then accompany nie to the, vessel, I feU 
a secret inquietude, which made me desirous of 
leaving Bantzio, and immedii^ly to send all my 
baggage, and sleep <m board. Ahcamson prevented 
me, dragged me ahnost forcibly along with him, tell- 
ing me he had much company, and that J must ab- 
solutely dine and sup at his house : aceordingly I 
did not return to my inn till eleven at night. 

I was but just ia bed, when I heard^ a knockiug 
at the door, which was not shut, and two of ^e 
city magistrates, with twenty grenadiers, entered my 
chiaid)er, and surrounded my bed so suddenly, that 
I had not time to take to my arms, and defend my- 
9fA£^ ^ My three ttervants had been secured ; and I 
Was told that the most worthy magistmcy qf Pantzic 
was obliged to deliver me up, as a delinquent, to his 
taajesty die king of Prussia. What were my feelings 
at seeing myself thus betrayed ! — ^They silently ewi- 
doeled me to the city prison^ where I remained 
twenty-four honrs^ About noon, Abramson came to 
visit me, affected to be infinitely concerned and en- 
raged, and affirmed he had strongly protested against 
the iilegality df this proceeding to the magistracy, as 
I was actually in the Austrian. service; but that they 
had answered him, th^ court of Vienna had afforded 
them a prenedeBt, for Aat, in ITSSy they had done 
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the same hy the two sons of the httrgomatter Rut**. 
tenbe^ of Dantzic^ and that therefore they were 
justified in making reprisals ; that likewise they diirst 
not refuse the most earnest requ^t, accompanied 
with threats, c^ the king of Prussia. 

Their plea pf retaliation originated as follows:— 
There was a kind of club at Vienna, the members 
of which were seized fc» having committed the 
utmost extravagance and debanehery ; two of whom 
were the sons of the burgomaster Ruttenbeig, and 
who were sentenced to the pillory. Great sum« 
were offered by the father to avoid this public dvh^ 
grace, bat inefieetually ; they were punished — their 
punishment was legal, and had no similarity what^ 
ever to niy case, nor could it any way justly give 
pretence of reprisal. 

Abramson, who had in reality entered no protest 
whatever, but rather excited the magistmcy, and 
acted in concert with Reimer^ advised me to put my 
writings, and other valusible efiects, into his liands, 
otherwise they would foe sei2sed. He knew I had 
received, in letters of exchange, from my brother and 
sister, about seven thousand florins ; and these I gave 
him, but kept my iing,(Worth about four thousand, 
and some sixty guineas, which I had in my purse* 
He then embraced me, declared nothing should be 
neglected to effect my immediate deliverance, thai 
even he would raise ihe popukoe for Ihat purpose^ 
ik9t I should not be given up to the Prussians in 
less than a week, the magistracy being still undeter* 
mined in an a^r so serious ; and he lef^ me, shed* 
ding abundance of crocodile tears, like the most 
affectionate of friends. 

The next night two maffistrates, with their posse^ 
eame to my prison, attended by resident Beimer) « 
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PiruBsmft officer, md mider^ifieeni ; pnd inio 
handB I was deKrered^^The pillagfe instantij began $ 
R^imer tore oflFmrf ring, sdzed my watch, siiuff^boafiy 
and all I had^ not so much as scndkigr me' a coat or 
shirt from my effects ; • after which theyput me ini« 
a close coach^ with three PriHsiana. The Dast]^ 
guard accompanied the carriage to the city gate, thai 
was opened to let me pass, futer which the Dantzia 
dmgoons escorted me as &r as Laoeabnig, ia £q« 
merania. 

From Lauenburg I waa^ conveyed, without delays 
to Berlin, attended by a strong escort; and every 
means used to prefrent an escape. 

Arrived there, I was lodged over, the grand guard* 
house, with two sentinels in my chamber, and one 
at the door. The king was at Potsdam, and here I 
remained three days ; and the third, some staiFoA- 
cers made their appearance, seated tiiemsdves at' a 
table, and put the following questions to me :-*- 

FirsL — What was ray business at Dantzic ? 

Secondly^ — ^Whether I was acquainted with M. 
Golts, the Pnlssian ambassador in Russia ? 

Thirdly. — ^Who was concerned with me in the 
•conspiracy at Dantzic ? 

When I per^ived their intention, by ihese intep- 
rogations, I absolutely refhsed to reply, only saying 
i had been ijAprisoned in the fortress of Glatz, with- 
out hearing, or tried, by court martial ; that, availing 
myself of the law of nature, I had, by my own ex-- 
ertions, procured my liberty, and that I was now a 
captain of cavalry in the Imperial service; that I de- 
manded a legal trial for my first unknown ofience, 
after which I engaged to answer aU interrogatories, 
and prove my innocence ; but that, at present, being 
accused ci nevf crimes^ without a hearing concemr- 



ilig'iay lonxier punishmeBt, tiie proeeduv^ watiJiegal/ 
I W80 toid they had no <Nrdets ceoacerning ihi^ aaowi 1 
Mmaified dumb to all forther questions. 
' They wrote soocie two hours, Gt>d knows what ! 
A carriage came up; I was striody searched, to find 
trheidier 1 had any w^ons: thujteea or fourteea 
itteats, which I had cooceated^ were takeu from me^ 
JMld I was condueted, under a siroiiig escort, through 
Spandau to Miagd^uig. The officer here delivered 
me up to the captain of the guard at the citadel : the 
iownniM^ came, and brought me to the dungeon, 
egcpressly prepared lor me; a small picture of the 
countess of Bestuchef, set with diamonds, which I 
hed kept concealed in my bosom, was now taken 
from me ; the door was shut, and here was I left. 
' My dungeon was in a casement, the fore part of 
whidi, six feet wide^ and ten feet long, was divided 
^y a pacty-*waiL In the inner wall were two doors, 
and a third at the eiUracieeof the casement itselC 
The window in the seven^eet thick wall was so 
situated, that, though I had light, I could see neither 
heaven nor earth ; I eould only see the roof of the 
niagaisine: within and without this window were 
iron bars, and in the space between, an iron grating, 
so close, and so situated, by the rising of the walls, 
that it was impossible I should see any person with- 
out the prison, or that any person ^ould see me. 
On the outside was a wood^i paliaado, six feet from 
llie walls, by which the sentinels were prevented 
•from conveymg any thing to me. 1 had a mattress, 
and a bedstead, but which was immoveably ironed 
to the £oor, so that it was impossible I should drag 
it and stand up to the window : beside the door was 
a small iron stove and a nighl^tid)le, in like manner 
fixed Co the floor. I was not yet put in irons, and 
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mj allowance was a poviiid and a half p«r day txm 
mumtion breads and jug of water. 

My tbTee doora were kept ever shut, and I wait 
left to Stitch tnedilfttions as such feetings, mid euch 
hopes, Slight . inspire. Daily., about noon, once ]f| 
twenty-four hours, my pittance of bread and water 
was brought The keys of all the doors were kepi 
by the governor ; the inner door was - not opened, 
btit my bread and water was delivered through an 
aperture^ The prisonnloocfi were opened only onee 
a<-week, on a Wednesday, when the governor and 
townHDoajor, my hole having been £i8t cleaned, paid 
Iheir visit, . « 

Having, remained thus two months, mi observed 
^s me^d was invariable, I began td eieoute a 
project Ihidd formed, of the possibility ci which I 
was convinced. 

Where the nighi«-table and stove stood, the floor 
was bricked, and this paving extended to the waH 
thiit separated my casemate from the adjoining one, 
in which was no prisoner. My window was only 
^uar4ed by a single sentinel; I soon found among 
those who. successively relieved guard, two kincE- 
faearted fellows, who described to me the situation 
of my prison ; iience I perceived I might effect my 
escape, could i but penetrate into the adjoining cas€>- 
' mate, the door of which was not shut Provided I 
had a friend and a boat waiting for me at the ESbe, 
or, could I swim across that river, the confines of 
Saxony were but a mile distant 

To describe my plan at length would lead to pro- 
lixity, yet 1 must ^lumerate some of its eiromi^ 
stances, as It was remarkably intricate, and of gi- 
gantic labour. • 

1 worked throi^- the iron, dg h^en inches long, 
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b^ iduth Ihe nighHable was fastened, and broke eff 
the clinchings of the nails, preserved their heads, 
thtat I might pu^ thnn a^ain in their places, and all 
might appear secure to my weekly risitars. This 
^ocured me tools <o raise up the brick floor, under 
which I found earth. My first attempt was to work 
a hole through the wall, eren seven feet thick, be** 
Jnad, and concealed by the nigbt^tabb. The first 
layer was of brick. I afterwards came to large hewn 
atones. I endeavoured accurately to number and re* 
member the bricks, both of the flooring and the 
wall, so that I nught replace dieip,' and all might ap» 
pear safe. This having accomplished, 1 proceeded*. 

The day preceding visitation, all was carefully re- 
placed, and the. intervening mortar as carefully fsre- 
served ; the whole had probably been white washed 
a hundred times ; and, that I might fill up all re^ 
maising intecstices,! pounded the white stuff this 
affijrded, wetted it, and made a brush of my hair, 
then applied this plaster, washed it over, that the 
colour might be uniform, and afWrward stripped my- 
aelf, and sat, with my naked body against tiie place^ 
hy the heat of which it was dried. 

While labouring, I placed the stones and bricks 
upon my bedstead, and, had they taken the precau- 
tion to come at any other time in the week, Ae stated 
Wednesday excepted, I had inevitably been disco- 
vered; but as DO such ill accident beiel me, in sat 
months my Herculean labour gave me a |>rospect of 
success. 

Meaus were to be found to remove the rul^ish 

•from kny prison ; all of which, in a wall so thick, it 

was impossible to replace: mortar and stone could 

not be removed. I therefore took the earth, scat- 

''^red it about my chamber, and ground it 'under my 



feet the whole day^ till I had rediteed it to dtfst'; tlut 
dttst I strewed in the aperture df my witfdieW) making 
use of die loosened night-table to stand vpoti. i tied 
gplittters from my bedstead t^getfajer, wWi the ra^ 
^dled yani 6f an old 9to<iking, 8Ad to this affixed H 
t^fl of my hair« I worked a lai^ whole under Uie 
middle grating, which coukl not be seen when stand*' 
ing on the gvonnd, and tlMfongh thkr i pushed^ i^ 
dust with the. tool I had prepared to tie outer win- 
dow: thea WaMng till ^e wind shonld haippeifi to 
rise, dnring^^ie night i brashed it away ; it was blown 
offif and no appearanoe remdi&ed on the outside. By 
thi$ single expedient I rid myself of at leMt thre^ 
hiEindred -wekht of earthy And thn0 made m^m to 
contiime my labours : yet, this being st^l-insufikaen^ 
I had recourse to another artifice, which wde, to knead 
up the earth in the form' of «ansageis, toreeemble the 
human ^es : tiiese I dried, and wheA the prisoner 
eafne to clean my dungeen^, hastily tossed them intii 
the night-table, and thus disencumbered myself of a 
potond or two mom of earth eaeh week^ I further 
made little baH^ And, when th« sentinel was walking, 
blew them through a paper tube, out of the window. 
Itilo the empty space I put my mort«r and et^nes) 
«Rd worked on sucfcessMly. 

I cannot, however, describe itfy d^culties^ aftev 
kafing penetrated abcmt two feet into the hewn stone; 
My tools were the irons I had dug out, whieh hg^ 
ened my bedstead and nigiiMabte. A compassioiiate 
soldier also gave me an old kon ramrod, and a sol* 
dier% s^eath-knife, whkh did me excellent serf ice ; 
itiore especidly the ktter, se I shall presently more 
iuHy show. Wiiti these two I cut splinteis from my 
bedstead^ which aided me to pick the mortar> from 
ike inteiBttees of tfaer siMd : yet the Iidxitir of pe&e^ 
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Iriilii^ throu^ this seriH^fe^t wall ^aiS ineredible : 
ihB building was aacidntf and the mortar oeeasionaily 
quite petrifisci) so that the whole stone was obliged 
to be redueed to dust* Ater ^ontinning my work, 
vnrtniuingly, ibr six jnoaths, Lat length approached 
the aoeompli^meiH of ikiy hopes, as I knew, by 
comug to (he &cing of bnck, which now was only 
between me iind the adjoining, oaaement. 

Meantime I found opportunity to speak to some 
of the sentinels ; Htttong whom was an. old grenadier^ 
oaUed Gvef hardt^ whom I here name, because he di»« 
played qualities of the greatest and most noble kind« 
From him I learned th? precise situation of my pri-« 
son^ and eveiy cin^umstance that ttiight best conduce 
to my escape. ^ * 

Nothixig was wanted but money to buy a boati 
and crossing the Elbe with Gefhardt^ to take refuge in 
Saxony^ By Gef hardy's tneans^ I became acquainted 
with a kiiid4iearted firl, a Jewsss^ and a native, of 
Psssau, Esther Heymannin by niuooe, and whose fin 
^er had been ten years in prison. This good, eoea* 
passionate maiden, whom I had ncTer seen, wen ovev 
twox>ther grenadiexsy who gave her an opportunity 
of epeaking to me every time they stood sentineL 
By tying my splinters together, I nrade a stick long 
Plough to reach beyond the palisadoes that were 
before my window, ttod thus obtained paper, another 
knife, and a file. 

I now wrote to my sisSsr^ the wife of the befonn 
mentioned only son c^ Genial Waldow, described 
my situation, and entreated her to remit three hunn 
died rix*dollars to the Je^vesa; hoping, by this means^ 
I might escape from mf prison. I wrote another 9S* 
fecting letter to Count Pnehla, the Austrian ambassa*' 
dor at Berlin, in which was eadosed a dmft for a 
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thousand fiorins on my e^cts at Vienna, desirjlng 
him to remit these to the Jewess, haying promised 
her that sum as a reward for her fidelity. She was to 
hring the three hundred rix-doUars my sister should 
send to me, and tak% measures, with the grenadiers, 
to facilitate my flight, which nothing seemed able to 
prevent, I having the power either to Iweak into the 
casement, or, aided by the grehadieiis and the Jewesi^, 
to cut the locks from the doors, and that way escape 
from my dungeon. The letters were open^ I being 
obliged to roU them round the stick to convey them 
to Esther. 

The feithful girl diligently proceeded to Berlin, 
where she arrived safe, and immediately spoke to 
Count Puebla. The count gave her the kindest re- 
ception, received the letter, with the letter of ex- 
change, and bade her go and speak to Weingarten, 
the secretary of the embassy, and act entirely as he 
should direct. She was received by Weingarten in 
the most friendly manner, who, by his questions, 
drew from her the whole secret, and our intended 
plan of flight, aided by the two grenadiers ; and also 
that she had a letter for my sister, which she must 
carry to Hanmef, near Custrin. He asked to see this 
letter, read it, told her to proceed on her journey, 
gave her ti^o ducats to bear her expenses, ordered 
her to come to hiih^ on her return, said that, during 
this interval, he would endeavour to obtain her the 
thousand florins for my drafl, and would then give 
her further instructions. 

Esther cheerfVilly departed for Hanmer, where my 
sister, then a widow, and no longer, as in 1746, in 
dread of her husband, joyfully to hear I was still 
living, immediately gave her the three hundted rix- 
doUarS) exhorting Ker to exert every possible means 
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to obtain ^ny deliverance. Esther hs^t^ed back, 
with the letter from my sister to me, to Berlin, and 
told all that had passed to Weingarten^ who read the 
letter, and enquired the names of the ^two grenadiers. 
He told her fiie thousand florins from Vienna were 
not yet come, but gave her twelve ducats, bade her 
hasten back to Magdeburg, to carry all this good 
news, and then return to Berlin, where he would pay 
her the thousand florins. Esther came to Magde- 
burg, went immediately to the citadel, and, most 
luckily, met the wife of one of the grenadiers, who 
told her that her husband and his comrade had been 
taken, and put in irons the day before. Esther had 
quickness of perception, and suspected we had been- 
betrayed; she therefore instantly again began her 
travels, and happily came safe to Dessau. 

Here I must interrupt my narrative, that I may ex- 
plain this infernal eniffma to my readers ; an account 
of which I received after I had obtained my freed<«n, 
and still possess, in the handwriting of this Jewess. 
Weingarten,as was afterwards discovered, was a trai- 
tor, and too much trusted by Count Puebla; he bei^g 
a spy in the pay of Prussia, and one who had reveal- 
ed to the court of Berlin, not only t^he secrets of the 
Imperial embassy, but aLso the whole plan of the 
projected war. For this reason, he afterwards, when 
war broke out, remained at Berlin in the Prussian 
service. His reason for betraying m^ was, that he 
might secure the thousand florins which I had drawn 
for on Vienna ; for the receipt of the 24th of May, 
1755, attests that the sum was|)aid, by the adminis- 
trators of my effects, to Count Puebla, and has since 
been brought to account; nor can I believe that 
Weingarten did not appropriate this sum to himself 
since I cannot be persuaded the ambassador would 
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commit such an action, although the receipt is in his 
handwriting, as may easily be demonstrated, it being 
now in my possession. Thus did Weingarteh, that 
he might detain a thousand florins with impunity, 
bring new evils upon me and my sister, which occa- 
sioned her premature death ; caused one grenadier to 
run the gauntlet three successive days, and another 
to be hung. 

Esther alone escaped, and sfnce gave me an eluci- 
dation of tlie whole afSaAr, The report at Magdeburg 
was, that a Jewess had obtained money from my sis- 
ter, and bribed two grenadiers; that one of these had 
Ousted, and been betrayed by his comrade. Indeed, 
what other story could be told at JVfagdeburg, or how 
: could it be known I had been betrayed to the Prus- 
sian ministry by the Imperial secretary ? The truth 
however is as I have stated ; my acoount-book ex- 
ists, and the Jewess is still alive. 

Her poor imprisoned fjeither was punished with 
more than a hundred blows, to make him declare 
whether his daughter had entrusted him with the 
plot, or if he knew whither she was fled, and misera- 
bly died in fetters. Such was the mischief occasion- 
ed by a rascal ! And who might be blamed but the 
imprudent Count Peubla P 

1 heard nothing of what had happened for some 
days; at length, however, it was the honest 6e^ 
hardt's turn to mount guard; but the posts being 
doubled, and two additional grenadiers placed before 
my door, explanation was exceedingly difficult. He 
however, in spite of precaution, found means to in- 
form me of what had happened to his two unfortu- 
nate comrades. • 

The king came to a review at Magdeburg, when 
he visited the Star-Fort, knd conunanded a new cell 
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to be immediately made, presenbbg himself the kind 
of irons by which I was to be secured. The honest 
Gef hardt heard the officer say this cell was meuit 
for me, and gave me notice of it ; but assured me it 
could not be ready in less than a month. I ther^ 
fore determined, as soon as possible, to complete my 
breach in the wall, and escape without the aid of any 
one. The thing was possible; for I had twisted the 
hair of my mattress into a rope, which I meant to tie 
to a cannon, and descend the rampa:rt ; after which I 
might swini across the Elbe, gain the Saxon fron* 
tiers, and thus safely escape. 

On the 26th of May I had determined to break into 
the next casement ; but when I came to work at the 
bricks, I found them so hard, and strongly cementr 
ed, that I was obliged to defer the labour to the fol- 
lowing day. I left off, weary and spent at daybreak , 
and should any one enter my dungeon, they must in- 
fallibly discover the breach. How dreadful is the des- 
tiny by which, through life, I have been; persecuted, 
and which has cpntinually plunged me headlong into 
calamity, when I imagined happiness was at hand ! 

The 27 th of May was a cruel day in the history 
of my life. My cell in the Star-Fort had been finish- 
ed sooner than Gef hardt had supposed ; and at night, 
when I was preparing to fly, I heard a carriage stop 
before my prispn. Oh, God! what was my terror! 
what were the horrors of this moment of despair ! 
The locks and bolts resounded, the doors ilew open, 
and the last of my poor remaining resources was to 
conceal my knife. The town-major, the major of 
the day, and a captain, entered ; I saw them by the 
light of their two lanterns. The only words they 
spoke were — ^" Dress yourself;^ which was imme- 
diately done. I still wore the unifoxm of the regi- 
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'l&ent of Cordova. Irons were given me, which I was 
obliged myself to fasten on my wrists and ankles; 
the town*m^jor tied a bandage over my ey^^ and, 
taking me under the arm, they thus conduct^ me to 
the carriage. It was necessary to pass through the 
city to arrive at the Star-Fort: all was silent, except 
the noise of the escort ; but when we entered Mag- 
deburg, I heard the people running, who were crowd- 
ing together to obtain a sight of me. Their curiosity 
was raised, by the report that I was going to be be- 
headed. That I was executed on this occasion, in 
the Star-Fort, afler having been conducted blindfold 
'trough the city, hath since been both affirmed and 
written, and the officers had then to propagate thb 
error, that the World might remain in utter ignorance 
eonceming me. I indeed kjiew otherwise, thou^ I 
affected not to have this knowledge : and, as I was 
not gagged, I behaved as if 1 expected death, reproach- 
ed my conductors in language that even made them 
shudder, and painted their king in his true colours, 
as one who, unheard, had condemned an innocent 
subject by a despotic exercise of power. 

My fortitude was admired, at the moment when it 
was supposed I thought myself leading to execution. 
No one replied, but their sighs intimated their com- 
passion : certain it is, few Prussiians willingly execute ' 
such c<Hnmands. The carriage at length stopped, and 
I was brought into my new cell. The bandage was 
taken from my ey^. The dungeon was lighted by 
a few torches. God of heaven ! what were my feel- 
ings when I beheld the whole floor coveifed with 
chains, a fire^^'pan, and two grim men standing with 
their smith-hammers ! » 

To work went these engines of despotism!— 
Enormous chains were fixed to my ancle at one end, 

13* 
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and. at the otb^ to a ring which was i^iM^otporaled in 
the wall. This ring was thrjee feet £:oni the groimd, 
and oj^y allowed me to move about two or three 
feet fmhe right and left. They next rivetted another 
huge iron ring? of a hand's breadUi, round my naked 
body ; to which hung a chain €xed into an iron bar, 
as thick as a Bean's wrm.. This bar was two feed in 
leogth, an4 at each end o£ it was a handcufil The 
iron coUaf round my neck was not added tUl the year 
1756. • 

No soul bade me good night-Hill retired Ib dread- 
ful silence ; — and I heard the horrible grating of four 
doors, that were auccessively locked and bolted upon 
me! 

My dungeon was built in the ditch oi the fortifiea* 
tion, and l^e aperture by which the light entered was 
so covered by the wall of the rampart, that, instead 
of finding immediate passage^ the light only gamed 
admission by reflection. This, oonsidering the small- 
ness of the aperture, and the impediments of grating 
and iron bars, must needs make the obscurity great, 
yet my eyes in time became so accustomed to this 
glimmering, that I could see a mouse run. In winter, 
however, when the sun did not shine into the ditch, 
it was eternal night with me. Betwe^i the bars aiid 
* the grating was a glass window, with a small central 
casemate, which might be opened to admit air. My 
night*table was daily removed, and beside me stood 
a jug of water. The name of Trenck was built in 
Jj^e wall, in red brick, and under my feet was a tomb- 
^Mtme^ with the name of Trenck cdso cut on it, and 
carved with a death's head. The doors to my dungeon 
were double, of oak, two inches thick : without these 
was an open space, or front cell, in which was a win* 
dow, and this space was likewise shut in by double 
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doors. The ditch, in whidi this dreadfid den was 
built, was inclosed on both sides by palisadoes twelve 
feet high, the key of the door of which w^ ej^usted 
to the officer of the ^oard, it being the king^ifiten- 
tion to prevent ajll possibility of speech or communi- 
cation wiUi the sentinels. The only motion I bmd 
the power to make was that of Jumping upward, or 
•wiugingmy arms, to procure myself warmtn. When 
more accustomed to lliese fetters, I wai^ likewise ca- 
pable of moving from side to side about four fe^t, but 
this paio^dmy shinbonee. 

The c^ had been dnished with lime and plaster 
but eleven days, and every body supposed it would 
be impossible I should exist in these damps above a 
fortnight. I remained six months^ continually m- 
Biersed in water, that trickled upon me from the 
thick arches under which I was ; and I can safely af- 
firm that, for the first thres months I was never dry ; 
yet did J continue in health. I was visited daily^ at 
noon, after relieving guards and the doors were then 
obliged to be led open for some minutes, otherwise 
the dampness of the air put out their candles. 

This wa^ my state, and here I sat, destitute of 
friends, helplessly wretched, preyed on by all the tor- 
ture of thought, that continually suggested the most 
gloomy, the most dreadful of ipaages. My heart was 
not yet wholly turned to stone, my fortitude was 
sunken to despondency — my dungeon was the veiy 
cave of despair — yet was my arm restrained) yet was 
this excess of misery endured. 

About noon my den was open. Sorrow and com- 
passion were pained on the countenances of my 
keepexB. No one spoke:. no one bade me good- 
tnorrow. Dreadful, indeed, was their arrival, for unac- 
customed to the monstrous bc^ts and bars, they were 
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kept resoundiiig for & faU half-^honr) before such soiil- 
chilUn^, such hope-murdering impediments were re- 
moY^ It was the voice of tyranny that thundered. 

M^night-table was taken out, a campbed, mat« 
tress, and blankets, were brought me ; a jug- of water 
set down, and beside it an ammunition^loaf of six 
pounds weight — ^ That you may no more complain 
of htnger," said the town-major, " you shall have as 
much bread as you can eat.'^ The door was shut, 
«Ad I again left to my thoughts. 

What a strange thing is that called lu^^piness! 
How shall I express my extreme joy, when, after 
eleven months of intolerable hunger, I was again in- 
dulged with a full feast of coarse amjni^nition-bread ! 
The fond lover never rushed more eagerly to the arms 
of his expecting bride^the famished tiger more rav- 
enously on his prey, tnan I upon this loaf; I ate, 
rested, surveyed the precious morsel^ ate agdn, and 
absolutely shed tears of pleasure. — ^Breaking bit after 
bit, I had by evening devoured all my loaf. 

Alas ! my enjoyment was of short duration. I sooa 
found that excess is followed by pain and repentance. 
My fasting had weakened digestion, and rendered it 
inactive. My body swelled, my water-jug was emp- 
tied, cramps, cholics, and at length, inorduiate thirst, 
racked me all the night. 

Three days had passed belbre I could again eat a 
morsel of bread, and my mind, brave in health, now 
in a sick body, became pusillanimous, so that I de- 
termined on death. The irons,' every where round 
my body, and their weight, were insupportable ; nor 
could } ima^ne it possible I should habituate myself 
to them, or endure them long enough to expect deli- 
verance. Peace was a very distant prospect. The 
king had commanded that such a pnsou should be 
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biiilt as should exclnde all neoe^ityof a sentineL^in 
order that I might ao£ converse with aad seduce ^m 
from what is called their duty ; aad, in Uie fir|t days 
of despair, deliverance appeared impossible, smd the 
•fetters, the war, the pain I felt, the place, the leilgth 
of time, each eircurastance seemed equally impossi- 
ble to support. 

The next day I observed, as the four doors wenp 
opened, that they were only of wood, therefore quech- 
tioned whether I might not even cut off the locks with 
.the knife that I had so fbrtunately concealed ; and, 
should this and every other mean^ fsdl, then woaM 
be the time to die. I lik/ewise ■determined to make 
an atteospt even to free myself of my chains. I haf>- 
pily forced my right hand through the hand-cu£^ 
though the blood trickled from my nails. My attempt 
on the left weie long ineffectual ; but by rubbing with 
a brick, which I got from my seat, on the rivet that 
liad been negligently closed, I effected this also. 

The chain was listened to the rim romid my body 
by a hook, <mb end of wluch was not inserted in the 
rim ; therefore, by setting my ^t against the wall, 
I had strength enough so &r to bend this hook back, 
and open it, as to fi»'ce out the link of the diaio. 
The remaining difficulty was the chain that attached 
my foot to the wall : the links of this chain I took, 
r doubled, twisled, and wrenched^ till at length, natuis^ 
having bei^wed on me great strength, t made a des- 
perate efibrt, sprang forcibly up^ and two links at 
once flew off 

Fortunate indeed, did I ihink my^lf ; I hastened 
to the door, groped in the dark to find the clinchings 
of the nails by which the lock was fastened, and dis- 
covered no ,very large piece of wood need be cut. 
Immediately I wfint to work with my knife, and cut 
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thitmgh the oak door, to find its thickness, which 
proyed to be only one ineh ; therefore was it possi- 
ble to open ail the four doors in fou]vand4went]r 
hours. 

Again hope revived in my h^art To prevent de- 
teetioO) I hasti^ed to put on my chains ; but, oh God ? 
what difficulties liad I to surmount! After muck 
gropinf about, I at l^igth found the link that had 
ik>wn off; this. I kid* It had been iny good fortune 
luthertoto escape exapaination, as the possibility of 
lidding myself c^ such chains was in nowise suspected. 
The separated links I tied- together with my hair rib- 
bon ; but when I again endeavoured to force my hand 
into the ring, it wasso swelled, that every e^rt was 
friiidess. The whole night was employed upon the 
rivet^ but all labour was. in vain. 

Noon was the hour of visitation, and necessity and 
danger again obliged me to attempt forcing my hand 
in, which at l^igth, after excrutiating torture, I exci- 
ted. My visitors came, and every thing had the ap- 
pearance of order. I found it, howevsr, impossible 
to force out my right itand while it continued swelled. 

I therefore remained quiet till the fourth of July, 
immediately as my visitors had dosed the doois upon 
me, \ disencumbered myself of my irons, took my 
knife, and began my Herculean labour on the door. 
The first of the double dooro that opefied inwards, 
was conquered in less than an hour ; the other wto 
a very^difierent task; the lock was soon cut rounds 
but it opened outwards ; there were therefore no other 
means, left, but to cut the whole door away above 
die bar. 

Incessant and incredible labour made this possible^ 

though it was the more diificult, as every thing was 

'k be doiie by feelings I being totallyiin the dark^ 
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the sweM cllr6pt, or iftther fi.dw«d fioa Hiy body; 
my Bngets were clotted with my own, Uood, and my 
lacerated hands were onexoatiimed wound* 

Dayliglit appeared ; I plomb^red over the doo^ . 
that was hidf dut away^ and got up to the window^ 
iu the sfpace or cell .that wad between the doi4)l^ 
doors, as before described. Hefe I saw my dungeon 
was in the ditch of the first rampart : before me I be- 
held the road from the rampart, the guard but fifly . 
paces distant, and the- high palisadoes that were in 
the ditch, and must beiscaled before I could reach 
the ramparV Hope grew sthamger. my efibrts were 
redoubled. The first <3f^e next double doors wa$» 
attacked) which likewise op^ied inward, and was 
soon conquered. The sua set before I had^ ended 
this, and the fourth was t0 be cut away as the second 
had been. Mj^ strength iailied— both my hands were 
raw : I rested awhile, began again,.aiid had made a 
cut of a fidot loQg, when my knife snapt,and the bro^ 
ken blade dropt to the ground* 

God of Omnipotence 1 what was I at this moment i 
Was there, God of M^oies! was theire ever creature 
of thine more justified than I in despair P-^-The 
moon shone clear : I cast a wild and distracted look 
up to heaven, fell on my^ knees, and, in the agony of 
my soul, sought comfort ; but.no comfort could be 

^ found, nor religion, nor philosophy had any to give. 

'' I cursed pipt Providence--*! feared not annihilation 
^-I dared not Almighty vengeance : — GodJ the Crea- 
tor, was the. disposer of my fate ; and if he heaped 
afflictions upon me ho had not given mestrength to, 
support) his justice would not therefore punkh me. . 
To him, the Judgd of the quick and dead, I comipnit* 
ted my soul, seized the broken knife^, gashed through 
the veins of my; left arm and foot^ sat myself tran- 
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qtiSly iovm^ and s^w the liood How* Mktare^ oiirevi 
powei*ed,.M(ii6cl^ and I know not how \or^ I remainh 
' ed slumbering in thk state. — Suddenly I hefietrd my 
dwn name, awoke, and again heard the words — ^Ba- 
ron TrenckP My anevrwr wia— ^' Who cs^?" — 
And who^ indeed was it ^>-^who but my honest grena- 
c^r Gefhardt! — ^myfbmier lythfiil friend inthecita-* 
del ! — The goody the kind f<^ow had got upcm the 
lampart, that he might commit me. 

"How do yon do ?'» said Gef*atdt^^« Weherinff' 
in my blood!'' answered I;" tcHnorrowyoto will find 
m^ dead." — *' Why dhonid you die V> tepli^d he. " It 
is much easier for you to escape heiii than from the 
citadel; Here ii» no sentinel, and' I sMI soon find 
means to provide yotf with tools : if yon c«n only 
break out^ leare the rest to me; Ae often as I am on 
guard, I will seek opportunity to speak to you. In 
the whole Stal^Fort th^e aire but two seiitmels, the 
one at the entranee, and the other at the guanlhouse. 
— Do not despair--God will succour you ; trust to 
me."-^The good man's kindness and diseourse reri- 
ved my hopes : I saw the possibility of an esci^. A 
secret joy difiiised itself ihrotigh my soul^*— I imme- 
diately tore my «^irt, bound up my wounds, and 
waited the approatsh <^ day; and the sun soon sAet 
6hone thtongn the window to me with unaocuetomed 
brightness. 

Let the reader judge how far it was chtfnee^ how* 
faf the effect of Divine Providence, that, in this 
dreadM hour, my heart affdn received hope. Who 
Was it sent the honest Gefhardt, at sueh a moment 
to my prison ? Pot, hiwi it not been ^ hhn, I had 
certainly, When I awoke from my skimbens, cut more 
effectually through my artieries. 

Till noon I had time to coiinder wtmet m%ht fiu^ 
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Iher be dotte: ylbt, \riiat eovld be ^n«, what ^xpee^ 
ed, but that I should now be mu^ m0re cmelly 
treated, and even nnqpre imtupportably ironed than 
before;- 6iidki^y8J3 they muAt, the doots cut through^ 
and my fetters shaken off. 

After mature coh»ideirati<m^ I therefore made the 
following xesolution, Mrhieh succeeded happily, and 
even beyond my hopes. Before I proceed, however, 
I will fipeak A-few words concemiiig my ettuation at 
this moment, it is impossible to describe how nlueh 
I ^iras exhausted. 'The prison swam with bloed; and 
certainly bu| litUe was lefl in my body. With pakk* 
lul wounds, swelled and torn hands, I there stood, 
shirtless, felt an indinatioi;^ to sleep almost irrecastir* 
b9e, and scarcely had streiigih to keep my legs ; yet 
was I obliged ^to rouse myself, that I might execute 
■ay pilan. 

With the bar that sepaiated my hands, I loosened 
tbe bricks of my seat, whieh, being newly Imdj wms 
easfly done, and heaped them up in .the middle of 
XXkj prison. The inner door was quite open, and 
with my chains I so barricadoed jl^e upper half of 
the second, as to prevent any one climbmg over ,it. 
When noon came, and the iSrst of the doors was un- 
locked, all were astonished to see the second open. 
Thei« I stood, a desperaite <man, besmeared with 
blood, the {Hcture of norror, .with a brick in one 
hand,, and in the other my broken knife, crying, as 
they approached — '' Keep of, Mr. Major, keep oiH— * 
Tell the governor I wiU live no longer in chains^ 
and that here I stand, if he so pleases, to be shot; 
for so only will I be conquered* Here no man shall 
antei— -j will destroy sdl that approach ; here are my 
weapons— here will I die, itk despite of tyranny!" 
The major was terrified, wauled resolution, and 

14 
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made his report to the governor. I, meaa time, sat 
down on my bricks, to wait what might happen; 
my secret intent, however, was not so desperate as 
it appeared. I sought only to obtain a favourable 
capitulation. 

The governor, G^eral Borck, presently came, 
attended by the town-major and some officers, and 
entered the outward cell, but spruhg back the mo- 
ment he beheld a figure like me, standing with a 
brick and uplifted arm. I repeated what I had told 
the major, and he immediately ordered six grena- 
diers to force the door. The front cell was scarcely 
mx feet broad, so that no more than two at a time 
could attack my entrenchment ; and when they saw 
my threatening bricks ready to descend, they leaped, 
terrified, back. A short pause ensued, and tlie old 
town-major, with the chaplain, advanced toward tha 
door, to sooth me : the conversation continued idome 
time; whose reasons were most satisfectory, and 
whose cause was the most just, I leave to the reader. 
The govenor grew angry, and ordered a fresh attack* 
The first grenadier was knocked down, and the rest 
ran back, to avoid Iny missiles. 

The town-niajpr again began a parley. — ^For 
God's sake, my dear Trenck!" said he, "in what 
have I injured you, that you endeavour to effect 
my ruin ? I muirt answer for your having, through 
my negligence, cohcealed a knife. Be persuaded, I 
entreat you I Be appeased ! — you are not without 
friends J"-— My answer was*-" But wSl you not 
load me with heavier irons than before ?'' 

He went out, spoke with the governor, and gave 
me his word of honour that the af&ir should be 
no ferther noticed, 'and that every thing should be 
exactly reinstated as formerly. 
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Here ended the capitulation, and'm^ wrelehed cita- 
del was taken. The condition I was in was viewed 
with pity; my wounds were exailiined, a surgeon 
sent to dress them, another shirt was given me, and 
the bricks, clotted with blood, removed. I mean time 
lay half dead on my mattress t my thirst was exces- 
sive ; the surgeon ordered me sipme wine ; two sen^ 
tinels were stationed in the front cell, and I was thus 
left four days in peace, uniroiied. Broth also was 
given me daoly; and how delicious this was to taste, 
how much it revived and strengthened me, is wholly 
impossible to describe. ' Two days I lay in a i^amber^ 
ing .kind of trance, forced, by unquenchable thirst, 
to drink whenever I awc^e. My feet and hands 
were swelled ; the pains in my back and limbs were 
excessive. 

On the flfUi day the doors were ready; the inner 
was entirely plated with iron, and I was fettered as 
before : perhaps they found further cruelty unneces- 
sary. The principd chain, however, which fastened 
me to the wall, like that I had before broken, was 
thicker than the £rst- Except this, the capitulation 
was strictly kept. »" 

About three weeks after my attempt to escape, the 

good Gef hardt first came to stand sentinel over me ; 

>nd the sentinel they had so carefully set was indeed 

the only hope I could have of escaipe ; for help must 

be had from without, or this was impossible. 

The effort I had made had exeited too much sur- 
prise and alarm for me to pass without strict exami- 
nation ; since, on the ninth day after 1 was confined, 
I had, in eighteen hours, so far broken through a 
prison built purposely for myself, by a combination 
of so many projectors, and with such extreme pre- 
caution, which prison had universally been declared 
impenetrable. 
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Gef hardi seareety had taken hiB poet before we liad 
free opportnnity of convereiiig' together; for when f 
stood with one foot on my bedstead, I could reach 
the aperture through which light was admitted. 

Grefhardt described the situation of my dnnjeon^ 
and our first plan was to break under the fi}unda-* 
tion, which he had eeen laid, and which he afiinned 
to be only two feet deep. 

Money was the first thiug necessary. Gefhaidt 
was reared during his guard, and returned bringing 
with him a sheet of pcq>er rolled on a wire, which 
he passied through mygrotiag; as he also did a piece 
of small wax-candle, some Imming amadow (a kind 
of tinder), a match, and a peti. I now had llght^ 
and I pricked niy finger, and wrote with blood to 
my faithful friend, Captain Ruckhardt, at Vienna, Jie* 
seribed. my situation in a few words, sent him an tto 
quittance for thiiee thousand fiorins on my revenues^ 
and requested he would dif^pose of a thousand florins 
to defray the expenses of his journey to Gummem, 
only two miles from Magdeburg. Here he was po* 
sitively to' be on the 15th of August. About noon^ 
on this same day he was to walk, with a letter in his 
hand, and a man was there to meet him, 'carrying a 
roll of smoking tobaoeo, to whom he must Iremit the 
two thousand fiorins, and return to Vienna. 
• ; I returned the 'written paper to Gefhardt by the 
same means it had been received, gave him my in* 
etructions,and he sent his wife with it to Gummern, 
by whom it was safely put in the post 

My hopes daily rose ; and as often as Gefhardt 
mounted gufud, so often did we continue our pro- 
jects. The 15th of August came, but it was some 
days before Gefhardt was again on guard ; and, oh ! 
how did my heart palpitate when he came and ex<* 
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chimed — ^' All is right !~«*we have sueceeded I" He 
i«tunied in the evening, and we heg^n. to consider 
by what means he could convey the money to me. 
I could not, with my hands chained to an iron bar, 
reiach the aperture c^ the window that admitted air; 
boside that, it was too small. It was therefore agreed 
that Gef bardt should, on the next guard, perform the 
office of cleaning my dungeon, and that «he then 
should convey the money to me in the water-jug» , 

This luckily was.dcHje. How great was my aston- 
ishment when, instead of one, I found two thousand 
florins! For I had permitted him to reserve half to 
himself, as a reward for his fidelity. He^ however, 
had kept but five piistols^ which he persisted was 
.enough. 

Having money to carry on my designs, I began to 
put my plan of buirowing under the foundation into 
execution. The first thing necessary was to free 
myself from my fetters. To accomplieh this, Gef- 
hardt supplied me with two small files, and by the 
aid of tb^e, this labour, though great, was effected. 

The cap, or staple of the footriing, was made so 
wide, that I could draw it forward a quarter of an 
inch. I filed the iron which passed through it on the 
inside *, and the moie I filed this away, the farther I 
could draw the cap down, till at last the whole in** 
side' iron, through which the chains passed, was quite 
cut through; by this means I could slip off the ring, 
while the cap of the outride continued whole; and 
it was impossible to discover any cut, as only the 
outside could be examuied. My hands, by continued 
efforts, I so compressed, as to be able to draw them 
out of the hand-cuf&. I then filed the hing^, and 
made a screw at pleasure, so that at the time of ex** 
Amination no propfs wopld appear. The rim round 

14* 
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iliy body waS' but a small impediment, ^cept tite 
chain whi^h passed from my hand-bar ; and this't 
removed, by filing an aperture in one of the links, 
which, at the necessary hour, I closed with bread, 
.rubbed <>rer with rusty iron, first drying it by the 
heat of my b6dy ; and would wager any sum that, 
without striking the chain-link, with a hammer^ no 
one, not in the secret, would have discovered this 
fracture^ ' . 

' The .window was never strictly examined ; I there- 
fore drew the two staples by which the iron bare 
were fixed to the wall, and whicji I daily replaced, 
carefully plastering them over. 1 procured wire from 
Gefhardt, and tried how well I could imitate the in- 
ner grating : finding I succeeded tolerably, I cut the 
real grating totally away, and substituted an artificial 
one of my' own fabricating, by which I obtained a 
free communication with the outside, additional' fresh 
tiir, together with all necessary implements, tinder 
and candles. That the light might not be seen I 
hung the coverlid of my bed before the window, so 
that I eonld work fearless and undetected. 

Every thing prepared, 1 went to work. The floor 
of my dungeon ' was not of stone, but oak planks, 
three inches thick, three beds of which were lajd 
t^rosswise, and were fastened to each, other by nails, 
half an inch in diameter, and a foot long. Having 
worked round the head of a nail, I made use of the 
hole at the end of the bar which separated my hands, 
to draw it out, and this nail I sharpened upon my 
tombstone into an excellent chisel. 

I now; cut through the board more thanf an inch 
in width, that I might woik downward ; and having 
drawn away a piece of board which was inserted two 
inches utider the wall, I cut this so as exactly to iitt 



ttie skimil liTeTic® it occasidned I stopped* up ^kb 
bread, and strewed it over with dust, soas to prevent 
all svspiciotMr appeaxance. My labour under this 
was continued vi& less precaution, and L had Bocn. 
workod throvgh my nine-inch planks. Under them 
I came to a fine white sand, on which the Star-Fort 
was built. My chips I carefully distributed beneath 
the boards* If I had not help frcnn without, I coiild 
profseed no farther; for to dig were* useless, luiksa I 
could rid myself of my rubbish. Gef hardt supi^ied 
me with- some ells of cloth, of which I node long 
narrow bags, stupid them with earth, and pa^ed 
liiem between the iron bars to Gefhardt, who, as 
often as he was on guard, scattered or cofiyeyed 
away their contents. 

• Furnished with room to secrete them mider the 
floor, I obtained moiB instruments, together with a 
pair of pistols, powder, ball, and a bayonet. 

I now diseoirefed that the foundation of my prison, 
instead of two, was sunken four feet deep. Time, 
labour, and patience, were all necessary to break out, 
unheard, and undiscovered ; but Yew things are im- 
pose9)le where resolution is not wanting. 

The .hole I made was obliged to-be four feet deep, 
corresponding with the fouiidiation, and wide enough 
tp kneel ahd stoop in : the lying down on the floor 
to work, the continual stooping to throw out the 
eaVth,' this narrow space in which all must be per- 
formed, these made the labour incredible ; and^ afler 
this daily labour, all things were to be replacea, and 
my chaii» again resumed, which alone required some 
hours to*e&ct My greatest aid was in the wax 
candles and tight I had procured; but as Gefhaidt 
4tood sentinel only once a fortnight, my work wm. 
much delayed; the sentinels were forbiddoi to speak 
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to me under pain of death ; and I was too fearfiil of 
being betray^ to dare to seek new assistance. 

Beings without a stov^, I suffered nrnch this winter 
from cold, yet my heart was cheerful, as I saw the 
probability of freedom ; and all were astonished to 
find me in siach good spirits. 

Gef hardt also brought me supplies of provisions, 
chiefly consisting of sausages and salt meats ready 
dressed, which increased my strength; and when I 
was not digging, 1 wrote satires and verses : thus 
time was employed, and I contented, even in prison. 

LoiUed into security, an accident happened, that 
will fl^ear almost incredible, and by which every 
hope was nearly frustrated. 

Gef hardt had been working with me, and was re-* 
lieved in the morning. As I was replacing the 
window, which I was obliged to remove on these 
occasions, it fell out of my hand, and three of the 
gkss panes were broken. Gefhardt was not to re- 
turn till guard Was again relieved, I had. therefore no 
opportunity of speaking with him, or concerting any 
mode of repair. I remained nearly an hour con- 
jecturing and hesitating; for certainly, had the broken 
window been seen, as it was hnpossible I should 
reach it .when fettered, I should immediately have 
been more rigidly examined, and the fidse gmting 
must have been discovered. 

I therefore came to a resolution, and spoke to the 
sentinel, who was amusing himself by whisdmg, 
thus-^-^* My good fellow, have pity, not upoh me, 
but upon your comrades, who, should you refuse, 
will certainly be executed : I will throw you thirty 
pistoles through the window if you will do me a 
small favorir." He remained some moments silent, 
and at last answered, in a low voice—*' What ! have 
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yoM money then ?''— I imtnediatdy counted thirty 
pijBtolef, and threw them thrGfQgh the window. He 
asked to know what he was to do : 1 told him my 
difficulty, and gave him' the size of the puies in pa** 
per. The man, fortunately, was bold and prudent. 
The door of the palisadoes, through the negligence 
of the officer, had not be^n shut that day : he pver 
vailed on one of his comrades to stand sendnel for . 
bim, during half an hour, while he, mean time, ran 
into the town, and procured Uie glass ; on the receipt 
of which. I instanUy thi^w him ten more pistples. 
Before the hour <^ noon and visitation came, every 
thing was once more reinstated, my glazery perfonn- 
ed to a miracle, and the'life d my worthy Gef hardt 
preserved ! — Such is tlie power of money in this 
^orld. This is a very remarkable incident, for I 
never spoke after to the man who did me this si^al 
3ervicei. 

Gef hardt's alarm may easily be imagined : he some 
days afler returned to his post, and was the more 
astonished, as he knew the sentinel who had done 
me this good office ; that he had five children, and 
was a man most to be< depended on by his officers 
of any one in the whole grenadier company. 

I now continued my labour, and found it very pos- 
sible to break out under the foundation : but Ge^ ' 
hardt had been so terri£ed by the late accident, tliat 
he started a thousand difficulties, in proportion as 
my end was mbre nearly accomplished ; and, at the 
moment when I wished to concert with him the 
means of flight, he persisted it was necessary to find 
additional help to esdape in safety, and not bring 
both him and myself to destruction. At length we 
came to the following determination, which, how- 
ever, after eight months' incessant labour past, renr 
dered my whole project abortive. 
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I wrote once more to Ruckhardt, at Vienna ; sent 
him a new assignment for money, and desired he 
would again repair to Gummem, where he should 
wait six several nights, with two spare horses, on 
the glacis of EJosterbergen, at the time appointed^ 
every thing heing prepared for flight. Within these 
six days, Gef hardt would . have found means, either 
in rotation, or by exchanging the guard, to have been 
with me. Alas ! the sweet nope of again beholding 
the face* of the sun, of Once more obtaining my 
freedom, endured but three days : Providence thought 
proper otha:wise to ordain. Gef hardt sent his wife 
to Gummem with the letter, and this silly woman 
told the post-master her husband had a lawsuit at 
Vienna ; that, therefore, she begged he would take 
particular care of the letter : for which purpose sh^ 
slipped ten lix-dollars into his hand. 

This unexpected liberality raised the suspicions of 
the Saxon post-master, who, therefore, opened the 
letter, read the contents, and instead of sending it to 
Vienn% or, at least, to the general post'-master at 
Dresden, he preferred the traitorous act of taking it 
himself to the governor of Magdeburgh, who then^ 
«s at present, was Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick. 
. What were my terrors, what my despair, when I 
beheld the prince himself, about three o'clock in the 
afternoon,* enter my prison, with his attendants, pre- 
sent my letter, and. ask, in an authoritative voice, 
who had carried it to Gummem. — ^My answer was, 
I knew not. Strict search was immediately made, by 
smiths, carpenters, and masons ; and, after haltWui- 
hour's examination, they discovered neither my hole, 
nor the manner in which I disencumbered myself of 
my chains ; they onlysaw that the niiddle grating, in 
the aperture where the light was admitted, had been 
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removed. This was boarded up the next day, and 
only a small air* hole left^ of about six inches 
diameter. 

The prince b^an to threaten ; I persisted I had 
never seen the sentinel who had rendered me this 
service, nor asked his name. Seeing his attempts all 
ineffectual, the governor, in a milder tone, said-^ 
"You have ever complained, Baron Trenck, of not 
having hitherto been legally sentenced, or heard in 
your own defence ; I give you my word and honour, 
this you shall be^and also that you shall be released 
from your fetters, if you will only tell me who took 
your letter." To this I replied, with all the fortitude 
of innocence-^' Every body knows, my lord, I have 
never deserved the treatment I have inet with in my 
country. My heart is irreproachable. I seek to re- 
cover my liberty by every means in my power; but 
were I capable of betraying the man whose copipas- 
sion has induced him to succour my distress — were 
I the coward that could purchase happiness at his 
expense, I then should, indeed, deserve to wear these 
chains with which I am loaded. For myself, do 
with me what- you please; yet remember I am not 
wholly destitute — I am still a captain in the Imperial 
service, and a descendant of the house of Trenck." 

Prince Ferdinand stood, for . a moment, unable to 
answer, then renewed his threats, and lefl: my dun- 
geon. I have been since told, when hcj was out of 
hearing, he said to those round him*--^^ 1 pity his hard 
fate, and cannot but admire his strength of mind!" 

He had scarcely been gone an hour, before I 
heard a noise near my prison. I listened — ^What 
could it be ? I heard telking, and learned a grena- 
dier had hanged himself to the palisadoes of my 
prison/ ' 
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The ofloer of the gtnrd^ mid the iowtMn^oTi 
again entered my dnngebai, to fetch a laatern they 
had forgotten ^ and the ofRcer, at going out, Mdd me^ 
in a whispeT'-^^ One of your aesociates has just 
hanged himsMf." 

It is impossible to impart my terror or sensations; 
I believed it could be only my kind^ my honeat 
6ef hardt Afler many gioomy .thoughts, and la- 
menting the anhappy end of so worthy a (elloW) 
I began to recoUect what the prince had peromiaed 
Ine, if I would discover my accomplice. I knocked 
at the door, desired to speak to the officer ; he came 
tb the window, and asked what I wanted ? I re- 
quested he would inform the governor that, if he 
would send me light, pen, ink, and paper, I would 
discover my whole secret. 

These were accordingly sent ; an hour's time was 
granted; the door was. shut, and I left alone. I sat 
myself down, began to write on my nightrtahle, and 
was about to insert tlie name of Oefhardt, but my 
blood thrilled, and shrunk back to my heart. I 
shuddered, rose, went to the aperture of the window^ 
and called — ^ Is there no man who, in compassion, 
will tell me the name of him who has hanged Iuoh 
self, that I may deliver many others from destruc* 
tion ?" The window^ was not nailed up iHl the 
next day; I therefore wrapped £ve pistoles in a p»* 
per, threw them out, called to ihe sentinel, and said — 
^ Friend, take these, and save thy cDmrades ; ox go^ 
betray me, and bring down innooent blood upon thy 
teadP 

The paper was takep up ; a pause of siloice en* 
mted : I heatd sighs, and presentiy after, a low voice 
6aid — ^''His name is Schuts; he belonged to the 
company of Ripps.'' — I had never heard the name 
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belbke, oc kmown the. niitn ; bat I^ hovrever^ imm^ 
dktdy Yneoio Sdiolz, instead of Qef hafdt. Having 
finished the letter, I called the lieutenant, who took 
Ibat and the l^t away, and again faomd up the 
door of my.duuBgeen* Th^ <^ka, however, sti»- 
pected theiie must he somo eoU^slpii, and ^very 
thing remaijaed in the same state ; I obtained neither 
hearing Aoreoui^Hnaitial. I learned, in Uie seqael, 
the f<mowing circumstaiKes, which wHl display the 
truth df this apparently iitoiedible eCorv. 

While I' was inqawened iti tiie eitadel, a dentine! 
eaflie to the poi^t under my windo^^ cursed and 
blai|)lie]iied, ezdaioaed aloud*-**^^ Damn l9ie Pmsfeian 
aervice ! If Trenck only knew my mind, he would 
not long coiitinue in his mfiimal holeP I entered 
into diaeouiae with ■ bim^ aad he told me^ if I eould 
^^ him money to pivohase a'boat, in which he 
dkifht eroBB the Elbey he wimld s9oa make my doors 
fly open, and set me firee. 

/Money at the time Iliad noire; Irat I gave him a 
chamobd shirv-boekle^ motih five hundred florins, 
whicl^ I had concealed. I never heard mo)fe from 
thiJBi maii4 he i^ok^ to me bo more. -He often etood 
sentinel over me, #hidi Iknew ty ins Wedtphalian 
diaieet ; and I as often addressed myself to him, hut 
ineiiectually ; he would make no answer. 

' This Sdlnits must have sold my buckle, and let 
his richee be seen*; for, wii»en the duke left me, the 
lieiiteaast en guard add to him-«-^Toti must cer« 
tdmbf he rdie taeeal wh^ earned Trenck's letter; 
ywtt hanreyJar some time past, spent much money, 
aad we iiMB seen you tviiih louis^'ors. How eame 
you by ftem^' Sebata was teirnfied; his con- 
scifloce oobuiittl him*; he imagined I should betray 
him^ kndmog this had doeolNred lae. lie therefore. 

15 
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in, the first igotiids of despnir, jdame • to ihe ptHsa^ 
does, and iiang himself before the door of my dnii^ 
geon. , 

How wonderful is the hand of Proridenee ! The 
wicked man fell aeacrifice to bis crime, after haying 
escaped a. whole yeav, and the faithfui, the benevo>^ 
lent-hearted Ge[ hardt^' was. thereby saved. 

The sentinels were Dow doubled, that any intep*' 
course with them might be. rendered more dtfiicitlt 
Gef hardt again stood guard, but he had scarcdy op- 
portunity, without danger, to speak a few words : he 
thanked me for having pr^erved him, -wished sae 
better fortune, and told me the garrison, in a few 
days, -would take the field. 

This was dreadful |iews : my whole plan 'Wasi 
destroyed at a breath* I however, eoon recovered 
fresh hopes. > The hole I had sunken was not diu^* 
covered; I bad five hundred fioriiis, candles, and 
implements. 

The seven year?' war broke out about a week 
afler,. and the regiments took the > field. ' Major 
Weyner c^e, for the last time, and committed me 
to Ijhe car^ of the new m^jor of the n^ilitia^ Bruck^ 
hausen, who wad one of the biost surly and stupid 
of men. - I shall often have occasion to mention 
this man. 

All the majors and lieutenants of the guard, who 
had treated me with coifipassion and esteem^ now 
parted ; and I became an old prisoner in a new world. 
I acquired greater oonfidence, however, by remem« 
bering that both officer? and men, in the militia, were 
much easier to gain over thim in the regnlars>; the 
truth of which opinion was. soon confirmed to me. 

Four lieutenants were appointed, with their me% 
to mount guard at the Stai^^Fort in turn ^ andy before 
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terest. 

. The regimraits had scarcely taken the field, ere the 
new govempr, General Boit;k, entered my prison^ 
like, Mrhat he was, an inperiofis, ^niel tyrant. The 
king, in piring him the command, had itiformed him 
he must answer for my person with his head ; he 
therefore had Ml power to treat rae widi whatever 
seirmty he pleased^ 

BordL w^ a stupid man, of an unfeeling heart, the 
wH&ye of ddi^otie ordere, and, as oilea as he^ thought it 
poseihle I might rid mysdf of my fetters, and escape, 
his heart palpitated with fear« hi addition to this, 
he considered me as the vilest of men and traitors, 
aedng his king had coiidemned me to impiisomneni 
eo •cruel; atid his bi^harity toward^ me was thus the 
efiect of diaifocter, uid meanness of eoul. He entel^ 
ad >my d^mgeon, not aa «i office to visit a brothei^ 
ofiSieeriu misery, hat as. an execiifioneT to a felon. 
Smiths then made ^ir i^i^araiice, and a monstrouif 
iron eollar, of a hand'e hreadth, was put round my 
neotc, dnd connected with the chains of the feet, by 
additional heavy links^ My window was walled up, 
except a small aur»hole« He even, at lengthy took 
away my bed, gearfi laeno straw, and quitted me with 
a thousand revUinge on the empress-queen, her whole 
army, aud myself, f n words, however, I was litUe 
in his debt; and he tiras enn^jed even to madness. 

My situation was truly deploral>le. The enormous 
ih>n round my neck paiimd me, and prevented mo* 
tioB ; and I durst faojt attempt to disengage myself 
fiom the pendant chains, till 1 had, for some months, 
care^Uy observed the mtode of ^^r examination, 
and which .parts Hhey supposed were perfectiy se- 
cure. The cruelty of depriviiif me of my bed was 
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stfll gtewtorc I was 'oMiged to taik vtipda the bars 
ground, and lean with my head against the damp 
waJL The chaism'that deteended from tine neck- 
odilar were obligad to be siljpported, iirjrt with ona 
hand and then with the other, for, if thrown behind^ 
they would have sCiangled me, and, if hanging £m> 
ward) occasioned mosl excessiye headaches. The 
bar betnireen my hands held one down by leaning on- 
my elbow; I supported with the other my -chiMns, 
aod this so benumbed the' mUscks, and pite'venled 
eirculatiiw^ that I^couid pepceiv^ my arms' sensibly 
waste away. The lilitk sleep 1 dould lusve in such 
a fttuation may easily be supposed; and, at length, 
body and mind sunk under this accumnila;tion' oi 
miserable fufieribg, and I fell iil of a burniai^.feirar. 

Sickness itself is sufioient to humble 4ke niighliest 
mind; what then is. sickness^ "wkh such add-on of 
loiimenHt ? The burning fever, the vic^eot beadacfaes^ 
my neck swelled and infhuttcd with moB, enraged 
mealmoat to madnear. The fbtoer and Aa liMiters, 
together, flayed ny body so,' that it appefired hke 
one c<^tin«ed'Wouiid-*-^-tEnpa^l'£noughi»-*4E*he 
male&ctar, exkend^ l*^in^ oa ikh^ wheel,, to- whom 
^e emel execuiioner refbse^4he last stroke, iht blow 
of death, must yet^iK sonae shorl period, expire; ha 
snfibvs nothing I did not tlun suffer, and these ny 
escrueiatipg pangs conti&ued two (keadful numlfas 

-■Yet, can it be supposed ? There came a' day'!-^ 
a. day of horror, when these moetal pangs were, 
beyond imagination^ increased! I sot, soorched widi 
this intolerable &ver, in.which aatumand deadi were 
contending, and, when attempting to qfuenbh my 
burning entraiJs with eold water, the jug dropped 
from my feeble hands^ and broke! i had foUivaiid^ 
twenty hours to legMia wilhout wster. So intole^ 
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laUe^ to diBTduri%9 waamf thirst, Iccxdd bavfe 
drank human hlood ! Ay, in my madness, had it been 
tie blood of my father ! 

' Wiltingly would I have seized my pistols, but 
iirength had -forsaken me ; I ctnj^d not ' open the 
place I was obligefd to render so sectfra 
. My visitons next day supposed* me gone at h^t— * 
I lay motipi^less, with my toegue out of my mouth* 
They poured water do%n my throat, and found life.> 
^ Oh God I Oh* God I How pure, how delicious, how 
exquisite, was this water!-*— My insatiable thirst s<!>on 
emptied the jug ; they filled it.anew, bade me fare-* 
well, hoped death would soon relieve my mortal 
m^erings, and departed. 

The lamentable state'in which I lay, at length 
became so much the subject of general conversation, 
&at all the ladies of the town united with the offi-* 
eers, and prevailed on the tyrant, Borck, io restore. 
me my bed. 

. O Nature I what are thy operations ! From the day 
I drank water in such excess, I gathered strength, and 
Io th^ astonishment of every one, soon recovered. I 
had moved the heart of the officer who, inspected 
thy prason; and afl^ six moikths, six cruel months, 
of added misery, the day of hope again began to 
daWn^ 

• One of the majors of the day entrusted his key to 
lieutenant Sonntag, who came fdone, spoke in con- 
fidence, and related his own situation, complained of 
his debts, his -poverty, his necessities ; and 1 made 
him a present of twenty^five louis-d'ors, for which he 
was so groteful, that our friendship became unshaken. 

The three lieutenants all commiserated me, when 
a certain major had the inspection ; and he himself, 
after a time, would even pcuis half the day with me. 

15* 
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He too t«a» poor, add I gare hun a didl R>f 
thousand florins : hcnee new projects- took birth. 

Money became necessary; I had dispersed all t 
possessed, a hundred florins excepted, ai»ong the 
officers* The eldest ^n ol Captain K-*»ti<-*h, whl>^ 
o^ciated as m&jor, had been cta^iered : hie fadiei; 
eomplatned to me^of his distress, and I eent him to 
my sister, not &r from Berlin, ^poraiirhom he re^k 
ceived oxra hundred ducats. Hei returned^ and f elated 
her joy at hearing from xae. l£e found her exeeedf 
ingly ill ; and ^ informed me, in a few lines, tha0 
ray misfortunes^ and the treachery of Wein^arten^. 
had entailed poverty updn.her, and an illnees whidr 
had endured more than two. years. - She wished ma 
a ha{^y delifv^mnte from my chains, and^ in exp^^ 
tation of deaths committed her children to my pr6^ 
tection. She howeves grew better, aiid tlioi^ed'a 
second time, Colonel Pape; but died in t]i« jwt 
1758. I shall forbear to relate her history ; it ia** 
deed dioes no honour to the asiies ol^ Frederic, and 
would but ioss dispose my. own heart to feigive^ 
ness, by revimg the menoiy of her oppitea^ont 
and goeft. . 

K n retomed happy with the money ;^ adl 

things were concerted ^with the father. ■ I wrote to 
the Countess Bestuchef, also to the Grand Buke^ 
afterwards Peter IIL, recnAkmended the ^ oui^ sol- 
dier, and entreated erery poesible sucoout for myself 

K — r^n departed^, through Hambvig, for Petenn 
buKg^ where, in. conseqiieiKie' of my reeonoda^cndeiion^ 
he became a /daptaiii, and in a short titne a raajon. H^ 
took his measores so well, that J,: by the.wterventioii 
of his fiitfaer, and a Hamkmg jnerchant^ rexseived two 
thousand rubles froni the cdunte^a, while the serrico 
be rendered me^ made his qvm fortune ia Russia. 
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To oM K-^--— *n, who was m poor m he Sms Im^ 
^ ilemtj I gave three hundred dtieau ; und lie, tlfl deatb| 
^ ebatinued my grateful frie&d. I dislributed neHrly ae 

I nyach to the other officers ; and niattefft prooeeded 
ti^ far, thai Lieutenant Glotin gave ^adc the keys ^ 
tfie mi^or without loiiking my prison, ituneelf p^M^ 
ixig half the night with Aie. M<xiey was given to Ih^ 
^ard to ^ink; and thus every thing succeeded to 
my .wish, and the tyrant Borck was' aeceiredr I had 

^a isufply of light; had books, newspapers, and my 
days passed s wifUy away. - 1 read, I wrote, I busied 
myself so thoroughly, that I almost foigoi I was a 
prisoner.-^ When, indeed, the surly dull blockhead, 
MafOF Bruckhausen, httd the iaiipectiot), every thing 
miist be carefully reinstated. Afatjor Z ■ ■ , the sfr- 
eond of the three, was also wholly mine. He was 
particularly attached to me ; fbk* I had prdmised to 
niarry his daughter, and, dioald I die in prison, be- 
queath him a legacy oStexi thousand florkiB. 

Lieutenant Soimtag got fidse handcuils made for 
me, that were so wide I could easily draw my hands 
ou^ the lieutenants only examined my irons ; the 
new handcuffs were made perfectly similar to the 
old, and fouckhausen had too much stupidity to re- 
mark any di^rence. 

The remainder of my chains I could diseneumfoer 
myself of at pleasure. When I exercised myself, I 
held them in my hands, that the sentinels might be 
.deceived by their clanking. The nedc iron was the 
only one I durst not remove; it was likewtse too 
strongly xivetted. i filed through the upper link of 
the pendant chain, however, by which means. I could 
take it off, and this 1 concealed with bread in the 

^ xaanner- before mentioned. 
. So coald I disencumber aiyself of most'c^ ray ft^ 
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tori, and sleep at ease. I agma obtaiaed sausages 
fiiid told mflGit, and-thus my situation) bad as it alill 
was, bacame leas misei;able. Liberty still however) 
was moat desirable ; but^ alas I not one of ,the >three | 
lieutenants had the courage of a Schell : Saxcmy, toO) 
was in the bands of the Prussians^ and flight therer 
ibre more dangerous.*^Per8uasioR was in vain, with 
men determined to risk nothing, but if they went, to 
go in safety. Will, indeed, was not wanting in Glo- 
tin and Sonntag ; but the first was a poltroon, and the* 
latter a man of scrufdes, who likewise thought this 
«tep might be the ruin of his l»other in Berlin. 

The sentinels were doubled; therefore my escape 
through my hole, which h>d been two years dug, 
could not, unperceived by them, be eflected : still less 
coald I, in face of the guard, clamber the twelve^feet 
high palisadoes. The following labour, therefore, 
thougb Herculean, was undertaken. 

Lieutenant Sonntag^ measuring the interval be>- 
tween the hole I had dug and the ei^rance of the 
^llery in the* principal rampart, found it to be thirty- 
aeven feet. Into this^ it was possible, I might, by 
mining, penetrate. The difficulty of the enterprise 
was. lessened by the nature of the ground, a fine 
white sand. Could I reach the. gallery, my freedom 
was certain. I had been informed how many steps 
to the right or left innst be taken, to find the door 
that led to the second rampart : and the day when I 
should be ready for flight, the officer was, secretly, 
to leave this door open. I had light and mining tods, 
and I was further to rely on money and my owadi»- 
cretion. 

I began, and continued this labour about six 
months. I hate already, noticed the difficulty of 
-ioraping but the earth with my hands.. The noise of 



ibstruments vonld hare been heard 1^ the sentioi^Uj) 
I had scarcely rained beyond iqy dung^ofirwaU, be* 
lore I diseofered the foundation of the rampart wa^ 
not raor^ than a foot deep ; a caj^tal error, certainly^ 
in so important a fortress. My laJboor becasft^ the 
lighter, as I could remove the foundation stones o( 
my dungeon, aci4 was not obliged to mine so dee^ 

When my work was within six or seven feet of 
being accomplifdied, a new misfortune happened^ 
that at once frustrated alt fiirther aitempts, I wod^ 
ed^ as I bare said, under the fouadatioa of the ram- 
part, neai where the sentiocls stood. I oould diseor 
tniwbex ttiyself of my fetters, except, my neck->coUar 
«nd its pendant chain* This, as I worked, though it 
iiad jbeen fastened^ got loose, and the clanking wacr 
-heard by one of the sentinels about fifteen feet froi^i 
my dungeon;. The officer was called ; they laid thek 
ears to the ground, and heard me as I went backward 
and forward to bting my earth bags. This was re- 
ported ihe m^t day, aad the major, who, was my 
best friend, with the town^migor, and- mason, enter^ 
my prison. I was tenified. The lieutenant, by a 
sign, gare me to understand I was discovered. An 
examination wat begun, but (he officers would not 
aeey and the smith and mason found everything, as 
they thought, safe. Had they examined my bed, they 
would have seen the ticking and sheets were gcme. 

The town-major was a dull man, was persuaded 

the thing was impossible, and sai^l to the sentinel-*- 

'^Blockhead! you have; heard some mole under- 

giK>und, and not Treuck. How, indeed, could it be 

that he should woffk undev-ground at such a distance 

'from his dungeon ^' Here the scrutiny ended. 

There Vas now no time for delay. Had they al- 
tered their hour of coo^ng^ they must have' found nie 



ti^ LIFE or BAROir TREircr. 

ftt work; biA this, during ten fears, never faiippenedj 
for the governor and town-major were stupid men ; 
and the others, wishing me all success, were wilfiiily 
blihd. In a few days, I could have broken out : but 
when ready, I was desirous to wait for the visitation 
day of the man whb treated toe «o t3rrannically,^ck- 
hausen, that his only negligence might be elilent 
But this man, though he wanted understanding, did 
not want good fortune. He was ill for some time, 
and his duty devolved on K . ' 

He recovered, and the visitation being over, the 
doors were no sooner barred than I began my sup- 
posed last labour* I had only three feet farther to 
proceed, and it was no longer necessary I should 
'bring out th^ sand, having room enough to throw it 
behind me. What my smxie^ was, whact my er«v 
tions were, may well be imagmed. My evil genius, 
however, had decr^d, that the same sentinel, who 
had heard me before, should be that day on guard. 
He was piqued, by vanity, to prove he was not the 
blockhead he had been c^led ; he, therefore, again 
laid hic^ ear to the ground, and again heard the bui^ 
rowing; He called his comrades first, next the 
major : he came, and hektd me likewise : aceordingly 
they went without the palisadpes, and heard me 
Working near the door, at which place I was to break 
into the gallery. This door they immediately op^i- 
ed, entered the gallery with lanthorns, and waited to 
catch the hunted fbx, when unearthed. 

Through the first small breach I made I perceived 
a light, and saw the heads of those who w^e ex- 
pecting me. This was, indeed, a thunder-stroke .*^- 
I crept back, made my way through the sand I had 
cast behind me, and waited my fate with shuddering! 
l had still the presence o^ mind to conceal my pis- 
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tols, candles, pftpef)) aixd semie moneys under t!i6 
ik>or^ which I could remore. The money was dfc- 
poeed of Sn rarious holes, well concealed, also biK' 
tween the panaels of the doors ; and nndbr diifeMnt 
cracksan theflotofr I hid my small files and knives.' 
Scarcely were my working utensils, paper, cttn* 
dies, and money properly secured, before the dooni 
Tesounded ; the Aoor was covered with sand^faags ; 
my haadcufi^9 howeviet, and the separating bar, I had' 
hastily rearmed, that they might suppose I had work- 
ed with them on ; which they were silly enough to 
credit, highly to my future advantage. 

No man was more busy oi?>this occasion than the* 
iHutal ^atd stupid Bruckhausen, who put many infer- 
rog^atories, to which I made no i^ply, except assurmg 
him that I should haive completed my wdrk some days 
sppner, had it not been his good fortnne to fall sick ; 
and that this oaaly had been the cause of my failure. 
The man was absolutely terrified with apprehen-i 
sion : he began ta fear me, grew more pdite, and 
eveti supposed nothing was impoesible to me. 

. It was too late to lemove the sand : therefore the 
lieutenant on gtiard continued with me ; so that this 
night, at leasts I did not want company. When the' 
mpming came, the h^le was first filled and walled 
up!^ the; pl$tnking w^s rraewed. The tyrant Borck' 
was ill, and could not come, otherwise my treatment 
Would have been still more lamentable. The smiths 
had ended be^e the evening, and the irons were 
beavi^ than ever. The foot chains, instead of being 
faatened as before, were sorewed and rivetted ; aU 
things else remained as fonnerly. They were em- 
ployed in the fiooring till the next day, so that I 
could not deep; and at last I sank down with 
weariness. 



The greoitfifit of my mis^KMrtunes. wasy tbej* agtia ^ 
depriv^ me of xny* bed, becaufle 1 luid cat it vp for 
saad-bag^. - Before the doors -wege barred, Brack* 
hauaen,^nd aaoth?^ major, examuled mj hody^rety 
najrrowly. They often had aaked me where T con- 
cealed all my implemeiits ? My answer wa»r-^^ €ren- 
tlemen, Belzebub is my best aao meet intimate Mend ; 
be brB)g6 me every thing I want^ ^ppiieB me with 
light ; we play whole nig^hts at piquet : anrid, guard 
me as you please, he will finally dnliVer me o«t of 
yowt power. 

Some w6re astonished ; others laughed. At length, 
as they w^re barring tiie last dboiy I calkdh— ^^ Gome 
back, gentlemen ! you have forgotten somethang of 
great iipaportance." In the interim I had taken up 
one of my ^ydden filies. When they ipetum^d*-* 
^ Look ye^ gentlemeti,^' «aid I, ^ here is a proof of 
the friendship Belsebub has for ttie : be has bfouglyt 
me this in a tivinkling." Again they exaaiiined,and 
again th^y shut the doors. While ^^y were so 
doing, 1 took out a knife ai^ ten louis-^'ors ; called, 
9Xkd they returned grumbling earses : I ^n showed 
them the knife and the louis-d'ors. Their coiBSier*' 
m^tioa wa^ excessive ; and I diverted my miitfortdnes, 
^y jesting at such bluiid^ng, short-sighted keepers^ 
It was«oon rnmotired through Magdebuig, especially 
among the simple and vulgar, that I was a magician^ 
to whom liie derv^ brought all I asked. 

One Major Holtakammer, a very selfish man, pro* 
filed by this leport. A foeiish citizen had QWped 
him d% dollaGrs,. if he might only be peraiitted to 
see me through the- door; being iiery desirous to 
Itive^a peep at a wisard. Holtaihanwner told me, and 
W6 jointly determined to sport with hia ftedulity. 
The major gave me a mask with a monstrol» nese^ 
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wbidi I put on when the doors were cfpeamg^ mad 
threw mytself iatp an heroic attitude. The ajfi^lued 
bui^gher drew back ; but HoUzkunmer atopped him^ 
uid said — ^ Have patience but for one quarter <^ an 
hocer «ad you shaJl see he will assume quite a dif- 
ferent countenance." The burgher waited, say mask 
was thrown by^ and my fiice appeared whitwed with 
ebalk) and niaide ghastly. The bun^hev again shrank 
bock t Holt^kammer kept hint in conversation^ and I 
asBumed a thivd fareical form. I tied my hair under 
liny< nose, and a pewter dish to ray bneast, and when 
the door a third time opened, I thundered— r>^ Begone, 
taacals^ or PU set your necks awry P' They both 
ran, an^ the silly buigher, eased of his fifty dollars, 
scaropored &rst 

The laajor in vain laid his injune^iona on the 
imighar never to reveal wluit he had beheld, it being 
a hSetLck of duty in him to admit any person whaw 
eYer iq the pight of me. In a few da^^s, the necro- 
mancer IVenck was the theme c^ every ale-house in 
Magdebuig; and the person waa named who had seen 
me change my form thrice in the space of an^bour. 
Mimy false and ridiculous circumstances were added., 
and at last the story reached the governor's ears. 
The citizen was cited, and offered to take his oath 
t<vliie truth of what himself and the major had seen. 
Holtakamraer aecordinffly suffered a severe repri-^ 
mand, and was some days put undejf arrest We 
Ive^neitfly laughed, however, at this adventure, which 
bad roadered me so much the subject of convena-* 
Ikm. Mimeulous reports were the more easily ere- 
diited) beeause no erne could comprehepd how, ki 
despite of the load of irons I carried, uid ell &e 
my guards, I diould be continually able 




teoyr T'Nw attempts^ while those ajqpoiated to ex* 
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iMod ibydungeoh fteemeii^'adif Wel^ Itlfajed iiiid 
t)ewildered--a proof this how ^sy it is to ddetth^ 
the crednlons, and wh^ilwje hAve dr^gwiitdd witbhtsmf^ 
fropheci^*^ ttnd mirftclfes. "' 

My last 'undertaking' hft^ employed itte moi^ ^ti 
tir^e ihonths, aiid so w^akehed'me, <hat I appeHred 
little better than a i^letOA. l^foi^thi^di^ im 

freatness of n^y spirit, I shotrtd hav« «iinken Into 
espoiidenty at seeingf iih end likiB ^is to all mf 
labotfrs, had I not ^till <^idri«h«d a Becrel liopet>f 
escaping, founded on' the friends I ha^ giftified tanoug 
the officers. ' • 

I sbon felt' ihe effects of the Ic^rdt toy bed^ ttMl 
w^ a secoilid tinlef attacked by violent ftter, Whidi 
would this time certainly have con^nOoednie^ kffd 
ndi the- officers, uttknown to the fOv^t-nSttPi trtoted me 
With all possible n^Offlpossion. B^Mktiimieft Uom 
continue my en^nfiy/Mid the «]^e of hiB ordiei^i 
on his day of examinaftidn, mk^s and coimnandi^ fci 
aH their rigour, were <rt)rserved, ndf dimrt ! free inyw 
self from mylrons, tiR'I hwd'ftir sobe We^iS'remarif* 
ed thoijie parfts on whick he mviriably Ibted kfis attoii«« 
tlon. ' Itheti cnt iKfon^h ifie linkvand closed up thd 
vaeiancy with bread. My hands I ooHld 8lwat>« 
draw oiit, espe6felly aflet illttess hiid'«6nstiftl«d *tti« 
fle^h off my boneis. Half w year had '^aipbed befort 
I recovered sifffieient «tret^ to undertake, ttneW) 
hbpurs lifc^ the past. 

imth^iately after this, the sttb^ot^emoi', ^tteml 
Borck, my bittfer enemy, became insane, was diiip<Mh 
sessed of his jp^ostj and lietttenant-Cdlone) ReieiKi 
niann, "the benevol^nlf friend^ of humanity,' *mM aiadv 
fihib-govemor. ' • 

About the sAme tim«9%4 eoim fled frax^criRi^rilliii 
and the tffib^ the prince of I^Mift, tyus 114 



AoMliis tod the Margrate Hearyt cbqse ]yiii^4^tt(f 
£bar tfa^ir resideoee. £mckh»«sen grew morft politf^ 
j^ohftbly p«reaiting I was not wholly d^^mJ^i an4 
that it w«s yet iK>9siUe I plight obtain my freod'H^i 
The omel are UBiially cowardsi and tli^re 10 reasij^ 
to suppose BmckbauMn was, a<^tuated by bis fisaiqi 
to treat me with greater fespect 

The worthy (UeD^ gcyvemor had iiot indeed the 
power to lighten my chaiiM» oc alter thegenep^ regiir 
kUiiQiifl ; what he tQuld he did.^ If he did not com- 
maad, he eoapiv^ at the dow being oiooa^oailj 
tt £nit, mi at length daily kept open soAe hours, tp 
MidsBk daylight, and frefih air. Aftec a time they were 
opoM tbe whole day^ and «^y closed by the of^c^cs 
when th#y vetucned from their visit to WMrabe. 

HaYing light) I bc^n to carve with .a nail, oia a 
pewter cnp itK which I drank* satirical verges aod va- 
lions figures ; and attaini^ so much perfection, that 
mj «upa at last were eonaidered as^ mastejc-pieces, 
both of engraving and invention, and were sold dear 
a« lare curiosities. My first attempts were rude^ias 
slay well he imagined. My enp was earried to to wn, 
and shown to visitora by the governor, who sent m^ 
anotber. I improved, and each of the inspecting 
officers wished to possess ope. I ^ew more ejq)ert, 
and spent a whole year in this employment, which 
thus passed swiftly away. The perfection I had 
BOW ao^ijftd obtained the permission of candle? 
light; and this continued till I was restored to freedom, 

Th» king gave orders diese cups should all be m* 
speeted by government, because I wished by my 
tOESes and. device* to inform ihe woild of my fate. 
But this command was not obeyed; the officers 
niade merehaadixe of my cups, and sold them at last 
ftor twi^ve idNsats eanh' Thair Talue increased so 
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aiiicfa) when I was released from prison^ that tiief 
are now to be found in various museums Uiroiigli^ 
out Europe. Twelve years ago the late landgrave of 
Hesse*Cassd presented one of them to my wile : 
and another came^ in a very uuacscountable manner, 
from the queen-dowi^er of Prussia to Paris, I have 
given prints 6f both these^ with the verses they con* 
tained, in my works ; whence it may be seen how 
artiiScially they were engraved. 

A third fell into the hands of Pirince Augustua 
Lobkowitz, then a prisoner of war «t Magdebuig, 
who, on his return to Vienna, presented it to the 
emperor, who placed it in his museum. Among 
other devices on this cup, was a landscape, repreemit- 
ing a vineyard and husbandmen ; and under it the 
foHowing words — ^By my IdBourB my vineyard 
Jhurished^ and I hoped to have gathered thefruU; 
biU Ahah came^ alas I for J^ahothP 

The allusion wiis so pointed, both to the wrongs 
done me in Vienna, and my sufierings in Pnunria, 
that it made a very strong impression on the esa^ 
press-queen, who immediately commanded her xoin 
nister to make every exertion for my deliverance^ 
She would probably at last have even restored me to 
my estates, had not the possessons of them been ao 
powerful, or had she herself lived one year longer* 
To these my engraved cups was I indebted for being 
once more r^nembered at Vienna. On Uie same 
eup also was another engravkig of a bird in a cage, 
held by a Turk, with the following inscription — " The 
bird sings even in the storm ; open his eage^ break 
Ms fetters^ ye friends of virtue^ and his songs shall 
he the delight of your abodes /'' 

There is another remarkable circumstance attend^ 
ing these cups. All were foi^bidden, under pain of 



liMtbt; to hold GkmtcnNitiDii wiAi mev or ta BtkppVf, 
jae i^ith pen and ink; yet,^ thk open penniasion 
f>f writing wkat I pleaadlon pewteryWis I eiutbkd 
lo wform th6 world of aU I wislied, and to pnove a 
jBftD of' merit was oppfeHsed. 
; About 'this time ^e Frednch arnqr advanc^ to 
within fire miles c^ Magdelraig. Thia importaat 
fiMrtrass wai^iat that-time, the key of the whole PnuK 
^iaa powtfc* It roqiilred a garriaon of sixteen thou^ 
akmirmtVLf and.oontaiiied not more than fifteen hu»- 
dred* The French migfat hsve walked in unoppoaed^ 
and at once have put an end to the war» The officen 
keoiigbt me .^ Ihe news, acnd my hopes'rose as ihey 
approaehed.^^What was lity astoaiiafament when tiie 
iMyar idfoimed me, that three waggons had entend 
Ate towB in the nif ht, had beeh sent back loaded 
With raotiey, and £at llie French were retreating! 
Tlua, 1 can fissure my readers, on niy honour, i^ 
literally true, to the eternal disgrace ot the French 
gtaasaL * The major, who inGcnrmed me, was himself 
on eye wilaess of the fact. It was^ pretended the 
mdtady mmioac ^ army of the king, but every body 
IkraM gneas whither it was going; it left the terw^ 
without a convdy, and the French were then in the 
auBghWufhood. Sn^ were the allies of Maria 
Thib^esa! The receivers of this money are known 
m Paris. Not only were my hopes this way irtMr 
tnted^but in Riissia' likewise, where the countess 
of .Bestnehef and the ehandeUor were fallen into 
disgmee« 

. I now imagined anoliier, and indeed a fearfiil ani 
dangeDona project. The garrison of Magdeburg, at 
lUa aoiaent, oonsiflted but of nine hundred militia, 
who wcae dieoonlented nieh. Two majors and two 
UeotaneptB wsre in my interest. The guard of thd 

16* 
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M^r^Fort amouBted but to a huiubed and ilfteen men. 
Frontiiig the gate 6f this fort was the town gate, 
guarded only by twelve men and an inferior officer; 
beside these lay the casemates, in which were seren 

thousand Croat prisoners. Aaron K y ^^ a captauH 

and prisoner of war, also was in our interest, and 
would hold his coourades ready, at a certain plaee 
and time, to support my undertaking. Ano1di#r frieiid 
was, under some pretencp, to hold h& con^pany ready, 
with their muskets loaded ; and the plan was such, 
tiiat I should have had four hundred men in arms to 
carry it into execution. 

The officer was to hare placed the two men wi 
most suspected and feared, as sentinds over me; he 
was to command them to take away my bed, and 
when encumbered, I was to spring out, and tiini them 
in the prison. Clothing and arms were to hasre been 
procured and brought me into my pri8on«-^e town 
gate was to have been surprised— -I was to have nm 
to the casemate, and called to the Cioats-^^ TreDckl 
To arms !'' My friends a^ the same instant, were to 
break forth, and the jdan was so well oonoerted, ^tmX 
it could not have failed. Magdebuig, the magazine of 
the army, the royal treasiary, arsenal, all would haw 
been mine; and sixteen thousand men, who wave 
the prisoners o[ war, would have enaUed me to keqp 
possession. 

The most essential secret, by which all this was 
to have been e&cted, I dare not reveal ; suffice it to 
say, every thing was provided for, every thing eecnie; 
I shall only add, that the garrison, m the harvest 
months, was exceedingly weened, because the fiup* 
niers paid the captains a florin per man each arda^n 
and &e men for their labour likewise, to obtaia 
handflu The suh-goveiBor comuved at the pnurtiee. 






\ 



UVti cm 9AMM TRBJieKi \ 18T 

One lieateBaiitG^—* procured ft ftriough to Tisil 
his iiiendfl ; but, supplied by ine with mosey^ he 
went to Vienna. I famished him with a letter^ ad- 
dressed toCounsellorsKempf and Hnttn^r, including 
a draft for two thousand docats, who-ein I said, that, 
by these means, I should not only soon be at liberty, 
but in possession of the fortress of Magdeburg, and 
that the bearer was entrusted with the rest. 

The lieutenant earae safe to Vienna, underwent a 
thousand -interrogatories, and his name was repeal^ 
edly asked. This, fortunately, he concealed. They 
advised him not to be concerned in so dangerous an 
nndertakinff ; told him I had not so much money due 
to me ; and gave him, instead of two thousand ducats, 
one thousand Horins. With these he left Vienna, but 
with very prudent suspicions, which [Hrevented him 
ever more returning to Magdeburg. A month had 
scarcely passed before the late landgrave of Hesse-CSas^ 
sel, then chief governor, entered my prison, showed 
me my letter, and who were to free me, nnd betray 
Magdeburg ? Whether the. letter was sent immedi- 
ately to the king or the governor, I know not ; it is 
sufficient that I was once more betrayed at Vienna. 
The truth was, the administrators of my effects had 
acted as if I were deceased, and did not choose to 
reiund two thousand ducats. They wished not I 
should obtain my freedom in a manner that would 
have obliged the governor to reward me, and resttne 
the e^ts they had eniibezsled, and the estates they 
• had seized. 

The next day a formal examination was taken, at 
which the sub-governor, Reichmann, presided. I was 
accused ai^ a trnitor to my country; but I obstinately 
denied my hand-writingt Proofs or witnesses theie 
were none; and, in answer to the principal chaig^ 



188 uvs or nuum xaEWft 



land — ^Iww do ninii—l, bat t wmm cjmmiiled, 
iOegallj impnMmedtaiid loaded with IrcMMii tiiat ih^ 
long, in die jear 1748, had caaUorod me, and eoor 
fiwated my panntal inhetitanee; tluit tfiwfore ib^ 
lawa of natore cnforoed me to aa^ konoorand btead 
ina foreign aenice ; and tiiati finding these in Austria, 
I was bec<Mne an officer and a i^thfid subject of the 
empress-queen; that 1 had been a aecond time unof- 
fett^agly impnaoned ; that here I was treated as the 
worst of makfiietors, and that my only resource was 
to seek my liberty, by such means as I could : were 
I, dieiefore, in this attonpt, to destroy the very town 
of Magdebuig, and occasion the loss of a thousand 
Mves, 1 should stOl be guiltless. Had I be^i heard, 
and legally aentenced, previous to my imprisonmrait 
at Glatz, I should haye been, and haye ccNutinued a 
criminal ; but not haying been guilty of any suudl, 
nmeh less of any great crime, equal to my punish- 
ment, if such crime could be, I was therefore not 
^accountable for consequences : I owed neither fidelity 
nor duty to the king of Prussia; for, by the word 
of his power, he had deprived xne of bread, honoujr, 
country and freedom. 

Here the examination ended, without fiurtber di«- 
eovery : the officers however, fidling under suspu^iou, 
were all removed, and thus I lost my best fhends ; 
yet it was not long before I had gained two others, 
whidi was no difficult matter, as I knew the national 
character, and that none but poor men were m^de 
militia officers. Thus was the governor's precautio|i 
firutdess ; and every body secrt^tly wished I might 
obtain my freedom. 

I shall never forget the noble mauner in which I 
was Seated oa this occasion by the landgv^va T^ 
I penronally acknowledged, some yt«m ^rward, in 
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^ city of Cassel, when I heard many things which 
confinned all my sunnises concerning. Vienna. The 
landgrave received me wkh all grace, favour, and 
distinction, t revere lus memory, and seek to honour 
(lis nam^.^He was the friend of misfortune. When 
I, not IcMKdterward, fell ill, he sent me his own phy** 
sician, amrmeat from his table ; nor would he aufSa 
me, during two months, to be waked by the sentinels. 
He likewise removed the dreadful collar from my 
neck ; for which he was severely reprimanded by the 
king, as he himself has since assured me. 

I might fill a volume with incidents attending two 
other efforts to escape ; but I will not weary the 
reader's patience with too much repetition. I shall 
merely give an abstract of both. 

When I had once moare gained the officers, I made 
a new attempt at miniii,; my way out. Not wanting 
for implements, my chains and the flooring were soon 
cut through *, and all was so carefully replaced, I was 
under no fear of examination. I here placed my con* 
eealed money, pistob, mad other necessaries ; but, till 
I had rid myself of some hundred weight of sand^ It 
was impossible to proceed. For this purpose', I 
made two dtflerent openings in the floor : out of the 
•real hole 1 threw a great quantity of sand into my pri- 
son; after which I closed it with all possible care. I 
then worked at the second with so much noise, that 
I was certain they must hear me without. About 
midnight the doors began to thunder, and in they 
came, detecting me, as 1 intended they should. None 
of them could conceive why I should wish to break 
out under the door, where there was a triple guard 
to pass. The sentinels remained, and in the morning 
prisoners were sent to whed away the sand. The 
hole was walled up and boarded^ and my fetters weie 
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renewed. They laughed at the lidienlousnesfl of my 
undertaking) but punished me by defHiring me of my 
light and bed, which^ however^- in a fortnight, were 
both restored. Of the other hole, out of which most 
of the earth had been thrown, no one ^^b aware. 
The major and lieutenant were too nruchJprJriendfl 
to remark that tluey had lemoved thrice tbPquantity 
of sand the false opening could contain. They sup* 
posed, this strange attempt having £iiled, it would be 
my last; and Bruckhausea grew negligent. 

The death of Elizabeth, the deposis^ of Peter III^ 
and the accession of Cathenne 11^ produced peace. 
Oa the receipt of this inldligence, I eadeavoured to. 
provide foar cdl pdssible contingencies. The worthy 

Captain K had opened maaoor9espondence witk 

Yienna ; I was assured of su|^rt, bat was likewise 
assured the administrators, aiidi those .who possfeaed 
my estates, would throw every possible impediment 
in the way of freedom. I endeavoured to pei8uade> 
another officer to aid my escsfe^ but in vain ; na 
second Schell was to be £oQoi* Th« will ooosenl* 
ed^.but the heart recoiled 

I therefore opened' my M hole^ and my friends 
ffi»isted me all in their power^ further to ^sembap* 
rass myself of sand. My money melted away, but 
they provided me with tools, gunpowder, and a good 
sword. I had remained so long quiet that toy floors 
ing was no more examined. 

My intent was to wait the peace ; and, should I 
still continue in chains, then would I have my sub* 
terranean passage to liie rampart ready for escape^ 
For my further security, an old lieutenant had, with 
my money, purchased a house in the 8ubuil)s, when 
I might lie concealed. Grummem.in Saxony is two 
miles from Magdebui^; here a fiaeod^ with two good 



faoreesy was to wsdt a vAitie year, to' i*ide on Ad 
^cts «f 'Kolsterbergen, tm die finst and jBfleeBlh of 
enehmohtli;, and, al a g^Ven signal, to liasten to my 
aasistahGe. My iMkksi^d 'tiifi to be raady in c^m <tf 

1 theireford remm«d tlie trpper t>lanking;, broke up 
tiie tvro under hed»y dat tlie boards into chips, and 
bnrtn tbem in kny atoveJ By tliis I obtained so much 
addidonol r6otn ad to proceed half -way with my 
lAine. Linen agak wa» bf oiight me, sand-bags mad6, 
and thtia I siioecEtefolly proceeded to all but the last 
opeiation. . ' Eivery thing was aAerWards so well clo9- 
tA and concealed, that I had nothing to ^r from the 
luirFowest inspeetion, sufficient of the undep-floor- 
ing beilig left, td snp^^HMif the uppet, anH if appeared 
d<Hiibly nailed ai» befoffs, to atoid isu«pidOji, espe^ 
«ially as the neW-tome gairison could not know 
trhat was the original feagtk of the pibnks. 

This severe labour reduced me again to a Tery 
'§BMe itarte of hbdy-^ and, by the return of the regu- 
lars,:! m a moment ^as deprnted of all my friends. 

I most in theis placertelate a di^adful accident, J can- 
not even notr remember, without shuddering, and tlie 
It^roi- of which hiB of ten haunted my very dreams. 

While tmilig' unAer the ifonndation of the rampart, 
just as I was going to carry out the sand-bag, I struck 
my foot against a stone in the wall above, which fell 
down and closed up the passage. What was my hor- 
mr to fmd myself thus bmried alive ! After a shoft 
^lime for reflection, I began to work the sand away 
from the sida^ that I mjgHt obtain room to turn round. 
*By good fottune, there were some feet of empty 
'Space, into whrkh I threw the sand as I worked it 
«way ; but i^»:small quantity of air soon made it so 
foul^ that I a thcrasand times wished mysdf dead, and 



made several attesipts to Btrangle inyieUl Further 
labemr began to seem iinpossib^, Thimt almost de« 
piiyed me of my senses, but as often as I p«t mj 
mouth to the sandy I inhaled fresh air. My suBeriags 
were incredible, and I imagined I passed foil eight 
hours in this didtraetioii of honror. Of all dread- 
ful deaths, surely such a deajtk as this is the most 
dreadful. My spirits £ikinted ; again I somewhat re** 
covered, again I began to labqur, but the earth was 
as hi^ as my chin ; and I had no more space into 
which I might throw the sand, that T might turn 
round. I made a more desperate e0brt, drew my 
body into a ball, and turned round ; 1 now fiiced tlM 
stone, which was as wide as the whole passage^ bitf 
there being an opening at the Usg^ T respired ir^er 
air. . My next labour was to root away the sand under 
the stone, and let it sink, so that I might creep ^irer, 
and, by this means, at length, I once more happily 
arrived in my dungeon ! 

The morning was advanced i I sat myself down so 
exhausted, that I su{^osed it waii impossible I had 
time or strength to cover up imd conceal my hole. 
After half an hour's rest, however, my fortitude re«> 
turned : ^fain I went to work, and scarcely had 1 
ended, befere the resounding lodes and bolts told the. 
approach of my visitors. 

They found me pale as death : I pomplained of the 
headache, and continued some days so much afiected 
by the fotigue I had sustained, that I began to imagine 
my lungs were impaired. After a time, health and 
strength returned, but, perhigps of all my nights xA 
horrqr, this was Uie most homble. I long repeal* 
edly dreamed I was buried idhre in the centre c^ the 
earth ; and now, though three-and-twenty years are 
elapsed, my sleep is still hatmted by this visian. 
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AAeir this accideDt^ vb^n I worked ia my caTHy, 
I hrnig a knife round my neck^ that, in case I ishould 
be agAin so eAdosed, I raifht fihortiw my miseries. 
Over the stone that had &llen^ were Sereral others 
thSft himg tottering, under which I was several hun- 
cbed times ohlig^ to creep. Nothmg eould deter 
me from endeavouring to obtain my liberty! 

When my passage was ready, so that I conld 
break out when I pleased^ I wrote various letters to 
my (vKo^ at Vienna, and also an impassioned me* 
morial to my sovereign. When the militia Idft Mag- 
deburg, and the regulars returned, I took an affecting 
leave of my firiends, who had behaved to me with 
so much humanity^ and so benevolendy supplied 
my wants. Several weeks elapsed before they do* 
pMrted^and I kamt that General Reidt was aj^ointed 
ambassador from Vienna to Berlin. 

I had seen the world : I knew this general was not 
averse to a bribe ; I wrote hiin a moving letter, con* 
Hiring him not to abandon me; and to act with per- 
haps more ardour in my behalf than his^instructionft 
might imply. I enclosed a draft for six thousand 
florins, on my ejects at Vienna, and he received f<9ttr 
thousand more from one of my relaticms. I have to 
thank these ten thousiuid florins for my freedom, 
which 1 obtained nine months after. My vouchers 
show the six thousand florins were paid in April, 
1763, to the order of General Reidt The other four 
thousand I thankfoUy repaid, when at liberty, to my. 
friend. 

I rec^ved intelligence, before the garrison depart- 
ed, that no stipulation had been made on my behalf, 
9i the peace of Huben»burg* The Vienna plenipo- 
tdntianes, after, and not befbre, the articles were 
signed, nientioned my name to Hertzberg, but with 
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Utde 4BSiie8lnet8 of foltcitation. From Bdrltti, fai- 
deed, I received ']^rate assurances - of everjr eibtt 
being made to move Frederic^ a promke on whidi I 
could much better fely thto on my protectors at 
Vienna, who so nmny years had teft me in misfor^ 
tune. I therefore determined to wait three months 
longer, and, should I find mysdf n^eglected, to oirm 
my escape to myself. 

On the changes of the gamson, the officers, behig' 
all of th^'nobiUty, were mudi more difficult to g^ 
than the former. The majors literally obeyed "tifieir 
orders : their help was unnecessary; but stiU I sighed 
tot my old friends. I had only ammunition bread 
again for food, as no one supplied me with the least 
comfortable addition. 

My time hung ▼err heavy; eveiy thing was care*i 
fully examined, on the change of the gatiison. A 
StiU stricter scrutiny might occur, and all my pro- 
jects be discovered. This had nearly been effected 
by accident, as I shall here r^te. I had, two yeani 
before, so tamed a mouse, that it would play round 
me, and 6at from my mouth : in' this small animal^ I 
discovered proofs of intelligence too great to easilr 
gain bdief : were I to relate them, priests would nm, 
monks grumble, and such philosophers as suppose 
man alone endowed with the power of thought^ 
allowing nothing but what they call instinct to a»i^ 
mals, would proclaim me a febulous writer, and my 
opinions' heterodox to what they suppose sound phi* 
losophy. Should I live, perhaps I may Jiereafter pub- 
lish an essay on this subject, in which ^is my mouse 
and a spider will appear as remarkable characters. 

This intelligent mouse had nearly been my ruin. 
I had diverted myself with il during the night; il 
had been mbbUng at my door, and capering oa af 



bendief. The senikbels - heaxifliif our anlttiiiaei^ 
allied the offieen; they heurd Si$Of end added aU 
vm» not right in my dnageoo. At dc^bjreeky mj 
dodre reeoiinded; the towa-w^r, a imith, vtA 
lB«i0it entered: strict Jean^ was begun; fiooiung^ 
wails, chains, and my own pevson, wexe all 8enili<^ 
aiaed, but in vain. They asked what was the noise 
Uiey heard: I mentioned the tiBkOUse, whistled, and 
it came and jumped upon raiy shonlder. Oideis were 
fiten that i riioidd be^depiiTed of its society^.] 
earnestly entreated they would at leas^ spare its life. 
>The officer on guaid gave me his word of honour 
iie would present it to a lady, who would treat it 
widi the utmost tend^nesa 
• He took it away, and turned it loose m the guard- 
room, but it was tame to me alone, and sought, a 
iitding^lace. It had fled to my prison-door^ and, at 
4ke hour of visitation^ ran into my dungeon, inmu9* 
diately testifying its joy by its antic leaping between 
my legs. It is worthy of remark, that it had been 
teken away blindfold, that is to say, wrapped in a 
handkerchief. The guard-room was near a hundred 
paces firm) my dungeon. How did it find its mas- 
ter^ Did it know, or did it wait for the hour <d 
visitation ? Had it remarked that the doors wwa 
daily opened ? 

All were desirous of obtaining this mouse, but 
the major carried it off for his lady; she put it into 
m "Cage, where it pined, refused all sustenance, and, 
ia a few days, was found dead. 

The loss of this little companion made me, iot 
some time, quite mdbAncboly,yet,'oa ihe last exanu* 
nation, I perceived it had so eaten away the br^, 
by which I had concealed the crevices 1 had made 
in counting tho floor, tbat the esuBiinfiKS must be alt 
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iMit blind Hot to difccnrer them. I waid conyiBced 
my &ithful Uttle friend had lalten a necessavy rictim 
to its master^ safety. My keepers were persuaded 
I had neither the w& nor the power to make fiuv 
ther attempts at freedom. ThsB accident, however^ 
determined me not to wait «ven the three months. 

I have alr^y related horses were to be kepi 
ready, on the first and fifteenth ; and I oidy sufifend 
the first of August to pass, because I would not in- 
jure the worthy Major Pibhl, who had treated roe 
If ith more compassioiithan his comtades, and whose 
day of visitation it was. On the fifteenth I detet^ 
mined to fiy. Tliis' resolnti<m formed, I waited in 
anxious expectation of the day, whei^ a new and 
again most remarkable succession of accidents hap- 
pened. ' ■ 

An alarm of fire had obliged the mt^or of the day 
to repair in haste, to the town ; he iberefore com*> 
mitted the keys to the lieutenants The latter, com- 
ing to visit me, with a look of com|)assion asked-* 
^ Dear Trenck, have you nev^, duving seven years 
^at you have been under the guard of the militia^ 
found a man like Schell ?" ^ Alas I sir,'' answered 
I, ^ such Mends are indeed rare ; the will of many 
has been good ; etch knew I could make his fortune; 
but none had courage enough for so desperate an at- 
tempt. Money I have distributed freely, but have 
received little help.** 

^ Money ;— howdo you obtain money in this dun* 
geon ?" — ^^ From a secret correspondent at Vienna, 
by whom I am still supplied, u I 6an serve you, 
command me ; I will do it willingly, without auLing 
any return. So saying, I immediately took fifty du- 
cats from between the pannels, and gave them to the 
lieuienant At first he refiised, but at l«i^ accepted 



*|hnn Yfiii fear; — ^H^ 1^ me, ftfoti^ to rvlom, ptibr 
tended to shut the door, and kept b3» woii* He now 
llT4^w#d that the 4ebt obliged him to desert $ that this 
imA lcM9g' beeo^hi^ detemiijaatioii ; vad 4JiiQt, de^aus 
to a^ist me, at the .same l^e, if be eo«ld Bud the 
means, I had only to show how this i»ight bei efi^t^. 
, Wq continued twp hours in coofeipence *,. a fdaa 
was soon formed, a{$proved, md fibiapst a eertainty of 
iBUCoeBs democustratc^, especially when I tokl hua I 
liad two horses in waiting* We vo'wed eiemal friend- 
ship*. I gave him fifty additional dneats, and he had 
fiiever before bem so rieb, his whole debts, wbi^h 
Would oblige him to desert, not aq^ounting to. mors 
than two ."buiidred rix^dollarsy whiel^ however b« 
never «ould have discharged out of his pay. 

He was to pr^^e foiH^ keys, that, were to resem*^ 
ble .those of my dungecm ; the latter were to be ex- 
changed OH the day of flighty being kef^t In the guard* 
rooud) while the mti^or was witb General Walrabe. 
ge was to giv« the grenadiers leave of absence for 
SQsm hours,, or send them into the town on various 
{HreteDces. The sentuaads at the gate be was to call 
feomtheir duty, and those placed over me were to be 
sent into my dungeon, to tike awa^ ft bed : while en* 
cumbered with this, I was to spnng out, and lock 
tbem iti, after which we we^e to mount our horses, 
wbi^b were kepi ready, and fide fidl speed to Gunt* 
Qtern* Every thing was to bft; prepared witbln a 
week, wben he was again to mount guard. We had 
scarcely fully formed our proj«ct before ths^ senltnafai 
^ed^ the major was coming; he acc<»rdingly hfl8t»* 
ly barred up the doors, and the nuy^or parsed to CbSf 
fi^ml Walrabe. 

iifo man now was happier than myself, iii a dungeoo 
ilian I was ^wy hofi^ of escape were ti^c; the map 
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diation «t Berlin, thei|mine I had made, and my neW 
friend, the lieutenant 

Intoxicated with hope and joy then, when } most 
ought to have been eool and. dear, J seemed to have 
lost my understandingc. i came to a resolution which 
will appear, to every reasoimhle man, extravagant, ab^ 
mird and pitiable. I was vain enough, istupid enough, 
mad enough, to forqi the design of casting myself on 
the generosity and magnanimity of the Ctreat Frs* 
DERic !^— <Should this faS, f still thought my lieuten- 
ant a certain saviour. 

. Having heated my imagination with this lamental^ 
scheme, I expected the hour of visitation with anxi* 
ety. The m^or entered i I bespoke him thus-*— 
^ I know, Sir, the great Prince Ferdmand is amn 

* in Magdeburgh." (My newifnend had told me this.) 
^ Be pleased to inform him that he may first examine 
my prison, double the sentinels, and s^erwards give 
me his commands, stating sJt what hour it will j^ease 
him I should make my appearaiyce in perfect freedom, 
on the glacis of Klosterbergen. If I prove myself ca* 
pable of this, I then hope for the protection (^ Princo 
Ferdinand ; and that he will relate my proceedings to 

' the king, who may thereby be convinced of my coa^ 
fiCfience." 

The major was astonished; supposed my brain tum*^ 
ed. The proposal he held to be ridiculous, and the 
performance impossible. I however persisted ; he rode 
to town, and returned with the sub-governor, Reich* 
mann ; the town-major, Riding ; and the major of in- 
spection. The answer they delivered was — ^That 
the prince promised me his protection, the king's fa* 
vour, and a certain release from my chains, should I 
prove the truth 6f my assertion. I required they 
would appoint a time ; they ridiculed the thmg as 
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HUpossible, anii at last said that it wcmld lie snffieieiit 
could I only prove th6 practicability of such a schemo'; 
biit^ should I leftise, they would immediately break up 
the whole flooring, and pkct&^sentinels in My dungeon 
night and day ; adding, the governor would not admit 
of any actual breaking out. ' ' 

After the most 8c4emn promises of good faith, I iiB^ 
)nediately disenmimberea myself of my chains, raised 
Tip my flooring, gave them ttij arms and imple- 
mentSj and also two keys, that my friend had piocti- 
red me, to ♦he doo^ of the subterranean gallery. This 
gallery I desired them to enter, smd sound, with thek 
sword hilts, at the place through which Iwas to break^ 
t^hjch might be done in a few minutes. I further dei9- 
cribed the road I was to take through the gi^ery, ii^ 
formed them that two of the doors had not been shtil 
for six months, and to the 6lher they already had the 
keys ; adding, I had horses waiting at the glacis, thait 
would be immediately ready ; the stables for which 
were unknown to them. » 

They went, examined, returned, put questions, which 
I answered with as much precision as the engineer 
could have done who built the Star-Fort. They left 
me with seeming friendsh^, continuefd away about aft 
hour, came back, told me the prince was astonished at 
what he had hesod : that he^ wished me all happinessi, 
and then took me, unfettered, to the- guard-house. Thcr 
major came in the evening, treated us with a sumptu- 
ous supper, assured me every thing would happen to 
my wishes, and that Prince Ferdinand had already 
written to Berlin. • 

The guard was reinforced next day; two grenadiers 
entered the officer's room as i^ntinels. The whok 
guard loaded with ball before my eyes, the draw- 
bridges were raised in open day, and precautions wara 
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Miim 9M if it wftfi supposed I intcsoded to m«k« atr 
tcwpta aa deeperate as .tiiose I had made at Glatz. 

I now saw numeroua workineji emplioyed on m^ 
ilungeon, am] . cafts bringing quarry^-stonea* The 
officers on guard behaved witti great kindness, kept 
a good table, at which I ate ; but two sen^tuaels, and 
jin under-of&cer nevn quitted the gui»dHN>om. Con- 
versation was very cautious, and this continued £iv« 
at aix days : ;at length it was my new foend the lieu* 
tenant's turn to mount guard; he app^red to be qs 
friendly as forqierly, but conference was difficult; 
be,, however, found an opportunity to expresa his 
astonishment at niy ilRimed discoveiy, told me ths 
prince knew nothing of the a&ir, and that the report 
pifppagsAed through the garrison was^ I bad been muw 
prised in making a new attempt 

I now saw my eexor^ but, alas ! too late. I assured 
say friend this step had been ocoasionisd by my reU« 
ABce on his j^omise. He lamented my mistake, but 
affirmed himself still the same. My courage strength* 
le^d, and I vowed vengeance against the mean con- 
-duet of the sub^ov«mor. 

My dtingeon was eompleied in about a week. The 
.town*major and m^ior of the day reconducted me to 
it. My foot only was (Gained to the waU, but with 
liidis twice as strong as formorly ; the nemainderof 
my ii;otts were never afteir addecL 

Instead of flooring,^ the dungeon was paved with 
&g-stones. The prison wa3 made impenetrable. 
TlHtt patt of my money only H^as saved which I had 
concealed in the pannels of the dopr, and the chimr 
my of the stove; some' tbiily louis-d'ors bidden 
#bout my clothes w^^ taken from mie. 

While the smithv was rlvettitig my chains, I ad* 
Ae«6ad myself to the ^ub^ovemor^^b this tl^ 
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tonsequence of the pledged honcmr of the<<printQe ? 
Has the magnanimity of my conduct deserved sueh 
treatment ? But think not you deceive me ; I am ao 
quainted with thefakie reports thai have been •spread; 
the truth will soon come to lights and the unworthy 
be put to shame. Nay, I now forewarn you that 
Trenck shall not remain much longer in your power; 
for, were you to build oip your dungeon of steel, il 
would still be insufficient to contain me.'' 

They smiled at my threats. Reichmann', however^ 
desited me to take courage, and said I might probably 
soon obtain my ireedom after a proper mftnner. My 
firm reliance on my ^end, the lieutenant, gave me, 
instead of appeariilg sunk and despondent, ^ degree 
of confidence that amazed them alL 

It is here necessary further to explain this a&ir. 
When I had obtaincki my liberty, I visited Prince 
Ferdinand, at Brunswick. He informed me the ma- 
jors had not made a true report, being afraid of re^ 
primand for their own carelessness. — ^^Their story 
was, that they had caught me at work, and had it not 
4>een for their extreme diligence, I should certdnly 
have made my escape. Piiice Ferdinand heard the 
truth sometime after, and informed the king, who, 
from that time, only Mraited a favourable opportunity 
to restore me to liberty. 

Such is the way of the world ! Such the manner 
in which the most generous, the most noble acts are 
oflen painted ! I was in this ease the silly sacrifice 
of my own vanity. Those who guarded me were 
ashamed of their neglect, and, to avoid repr^nand, 
which would not efiectually have injured any of thism, 
was I again led to my i^aughter-house. Such has* 
been the issue, through my whole life, <^ many noble 
undertakings, where others have taken advantage of 



my too great opeimess pt, hesaat^ and procured rewan) 
t6 themselves by my labours^ 
' Qiiee< more wds I immiired, cnr^iDg in my heart 
the cnid[tie0 of kii^ and govemc^»\ this tune^how* 
^Ter, they were jauoeent, becaueq deceived. 

I v^ed in wxmm hope for the day when my 
delireiier was fo mcHint. guard* What again was my 
despair, wheo, instead o| him I saw another lieuten*- 
ant ! I buoyed myself up with the expectation thajt 
aceideiiil was the oocasifm of this^ but I remained 
three weeks in the 9eme suspense, and saw him uq 
more. Ask, I durst not; but I heard at leii^h, that 
he had lefl U:^ corps of grenadiers, and therefore was 
no longer to mount guard at the Sta^r^Fort. Whether 
he was afraid, and repented his engagement, or 
.whether the hundred ducats had procured him better 
prospects, I neither knew nor ever wish to know. 
Should he ever read this book, and should he really 
have deceived me, let him also read that he has my 
hearty forgiveness, and that I applaud myself for ne- 
ver having said any thing by which he might be in- 
jured. Others, perhaps, being thus deserted by him 
in misfortune^ aAer so many projtestations, and cour 
descending to receive money, would have been more 
revaigeful. He might, having paid his debts, repent 
his promise; he might hav^ trusted anpther friend 
with the enteirprize, and have been himself betrayed; 
but be as it may,liis absence cut off all hope. 

I bitterly now repented my folly and untimely 
Tanity ; melancholy i^eized my mind ; my misfortunes 
I had hronght on myself. When I had removed every 
impediment, the confidence I placed in the honour of 
•man again plunged me near six months longer in af- 
ffietion, doubled by despair. I had myself r^[idered 
my dnagecm impoietrable. Death would have fol- 



lowed, botfovthftdependeiioe Iphc^in^eoUtt^C 
Yieima* 

The o^bien soon renaiked the loss of my «cctit^ 
Unatsfi fordtttde, and glooniy tboo^itfidnessL I iv^ti 
less indnstiious on my cups ; the verses I 'wrote wem 
desfkmding. The only comlbrt they could gire w^ 
— ^^ Patience, dear Trenck ; your condition cannot h^ 
worse ; the king may* not ti>ye for ever.'^ SmaiD.con- 
solfttBon this. Were I siek, they told me I dtsa nuight 
hope my suflerings would soon hare an end. M i 
vecoitered, they p&edme, and lamented their cmithln- 
ance. What man of my nuik and ezpeetation ever 
endured what i have eiidiued-*-€v^ wad treated as I 
1m ve b^n tieated ! 

Peace had been ^cmduded nine montiut I wM 
forgotten. M last, however, when I supposed all 
hope lost, the 114th of December, and &e diyoC 
freedom came !' At the hour of parade, Count Sehlie^ 
ben, lieutenant of the guards, airived, and brought 
in order for my nleue. 

The sub^ovanior supposed me weaker in inteln 
lect than I really was, and would Aot too suddonljr 
t^ woe these happy^ tidings. He knew not the pre- 
smce of mind, tbe fortitude^ which the various dan- 
gers I had seen, had made habitual. Self-prairift 
oflends; yet never Tras I too much elated in pi^s- 
perity, or depressed in adveti^ty : never tiitiid or xor^ 
delerminckl ist the moment of danger ^ and for the 
tiulh of this appeal to all who have known m^ pert 
sonally,<nr been aeqHaiUited widi those who have 
seen me in such situations. 

My doors for the last thne resounded! Several 
people entered; their eountenanees were more Ihaa 
usually cheo^l ; and the aub-govemor, al ibeic 
head, said-^^^This time, my dear T^r^k, I am the 
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joyfttl m&menger of good news. Prmee Ferdinaiid 
has prevailed on the king to let your irons he taken 
effV-^AeeordiaglY to iroric went the smidi— " You 
0haH also,'^ contmned fae,^' ^have a h^ter q»rt^' 
ment."— ^*I am free, then," said I, **aod yon are 
a&«id to tril ine^«o too Buddeniy. iSpeak! fear not! 
1 eati moderate my tranaports;" 

>* Then you are free J" was the tef^y* i 

The sub-governor first Mbmoed me, and after- 
wards his attendants: 

He asked me wh&t clothes I wotdd wis^. I an« 
swered, the nntfonti <^ my regime&t The tailor 
attendkl, tmd took measure. Reichmann told him 
it must be made by the morning. The man excused 
himself because it was Ohristmasi'ef a ^^So then 
this gentleman must remain in his dungeon, beeanae 
it is holiday with you.*' The tailor was answered, 
and promised to be ready. 

The smith hairing ended his work, I was taken to 
the guard-room : congratulations were nmyeDsal, and 
tibe town-major administered the eath oistomary to 
idl «tate prisoners. 

First. — ^That I should arenge myself on no man. 

Secondly. — That I should nether ^nt^theFras% 
sian nor Saxon states* 

T]9iBDLT.^^That I should never relate, by speech 
or in writing, what had happened to me. 

FotTRTKLY. — ^And that, so long aH the king liyed, 
I should neitheir serve in a civil nor miiitiuy capacity. 

Count Schlieben delivered me a letter from ^e hn^ 
perial minister, General Reidt, in Berlin, to the fol- 
lowing purport :-^That>he was ftieartily rejoiced at 
hsmg found an opportunity of obtaining my libesty 
from the king; and tiiat Imust cheerfully obey the 
requisitions di Count Schlieben, whose orders were 
1 accompany me to Prague. 
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<* Tcs, dew Trenck," said Schlieben, ^ I am to 
conduct 70U, in a covered wagon, through Dresden 
to Prague, with Orders not to suflfer you to speak to 
any ope on the road. I have received three hundred 
ducats from General Reidt, to defray the expense of 
travelling. A wagon must be purchased ; but, as all 
things cannot be prepared to-day, the sub«govemor 
has determined we shall depart to-morrow nighf 

Having joyfully acquiesced, Ck)unt Schlieben re- 
mained with me ; the others, after a short conversa- 
tion, returned to the town ; and I dined, in company 
with the major of the day and the officers on guard, 
with General Walrabe, in his prison. Here this gen* 
tleman died in 1774, having remained at Magdeburg 
eiglit-and-^wenty years. His confinement, however, 
was both deserved and rendered supportable. 

Once more at liberty, I walked about the fortifica- 
tions, to accustom myself to light and air, and col- 
lected the money I had concealed in my dungeon, 
which amounted to about seventy ducats. To every 
man on guard I gave a ducat— to the sentinels then 
on duty over me, each thrfee — and ten ducats to be 
dividedf among the relief^guard. I sent the officer on 
guard a present from Prague ; and the remainder of 
my money I bestowed on the widow of the kind, 
the honest, the worthy Gefhardt. He, poor fellow, 
was no more, and i^e had entrusted the secret of 
the thousand fiorins to a young soldier, who, spend- 
ing too freely, was suspected— betrayed her, and she 
passed two years in the house of correction. Gef- 
hardt never received any punishment ; he was in the 
field. Had he left any ddldren, I should in duty 
have provided for them. To the widow of the man 
w1;io hung himself before my prison door, in the year 
1756, 1 gave thirty ducats, Imt itie by Schliri)^i. 

18 
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The tight was riotous, the guard made merry, and 
I passed raost of it in their company. I was visited 
hy all the genejals of the garrison, on Christmas 
morning, fpr I was not allowed to enter the town. 
Boots, unifonp, all were ready by noon. I was 
dressed^ viewed myself in the glass, and found plea« 
sure ; but the tumult of my own passions, the con« 
gratulations I received, and the vivacity of every 
thing round me, prevented me remembering incidents 
minutely. 

How much room for reflection did this scene 
aflbrdJ My intrinsic worth then, and twenty-four 
hours before, when in prison, was the same ; yet 
how wonderful an alteration in the carriage and 
countenance of those by whom I had been so strictly 
guarded I I was treated with friendship, distinction, 
attention, and flattery. And why ? — ^Because those 
fetters had dropt oflf which I had never justly borne. 
Oh, world ! what art thou ? What, indeed^ in des^ 
potic states I What is merit, what virtue, where ar« 
trary power disposes of the fate of men ! 

Evening came, and with it Count Schlieben, a 
wagon, and four post-hprses* After a very aflecting 
farewell, we departed. Who could have persuaded 
me I should have shed tears at leaving Magdeburg! 
Yet tears I actually did shed. It seems equally 
strange, that I lived here ten years, yet never saw 
the town. 

. On the 2d of January, I arriv|Bd with Count Schlie- 
ben, safely at Prague, and the same day he delivered 
me to the then governor^, the Duke of Deuxponts« 
He received me with kindness and distinction ; we 
dined with him two successive days,, and all Pragae 
was anxious to see a man who had surmoimted ten 
years of suflfering so unheard of as mine* Here I 
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received three thousand florins, and paiid General 
Reidt his three hundred ducats, which he had ad« 
vanced Count Schliehen for the expenses of my 
journey, the re-payment of which he demanded in 
his letter, although he had already received ten thou-^ 
sand florins. The expense of returning I also paid 
to Schliehen, made him a present, and provided my« 
self with some necessaries. Afler remaining a few 
days at Prague, a courtier arrived from Vienna, to 
whom, it is most worthy of remarkyi was obliged 
to pay forty florins, with an order from government 
to bring me, under a strong guard, from Prague to 
Vienna. My sword was demanded ; Captain Count 
Wela, and two inferior officers, entered the carriage, 
which I was obliged to purchase, in company with 
me, and brought me to Vienna. I took up a thousand 
florins more in Prague, to d^ray these expenses, and 
was obliged, in Vienna, to pay the captain fifty ducats 
for traveling charges back. 

At treatment like this, what were the sensations 
of my soul ? I ought to have re-entered Vienna in 
triumph, like the martyr of his country, hastening to 
receive his reward : I, on the contrary, was brought 
back like a criminal, was sent as a prisoner to the 
barracks, there kept in the chamber of Lieutenant 
Blonket, with orders that I should be suffered to 
write to no one, speak to no one, without a ticket 
from the councillors Kempf or Huttner. These good 
gentlemen, during my imprisonment, had been the 
administrators of my e^cts ! \ 

Thus I remained six weeks : at length, the colonel 
of the regiment of Poniatowsky, th^ present field- 
marshal. Count Alton, spoke to me. - I related what 
I supposed were the reasons of my being thus ke^t 
a prisoner in Vienna; and to the exertions of this 
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worthy mhn am I indebted, that the abominable in- 
tentions of my enemies were frustrated, which were 
to have me imprisoned during life, as insane, in the 
fortress of Glatl. Had they once removed me from 
Vienna, all had been lost, and I should c^lainly have 
pined away the poor remainder of my life in a mad- 
house. Tet, when at liberty, could I never obtain 
justice against these men I By their means was the 
emjNress persuaded that my brain was affected, and 
that I continually uttered the most violent threats 
against the king of Prussia. The election of a king 
of the Romans was then in agitation, and the courf 
was app^hensive lest I, with a rash desire of ven-» 
geance, should act something that might ofiend the 
Prussian envoy. General Reldt had, moreover, been 
obliged to promise Frederic that 1 should not be suf- 
fered to appear in Vienna? &ind that they should hold 
a most wary eye over me. The empress-queen felt 
compassion for my supposed disease, and asked if no 
assistance could be afforded me ; to which they an- 
swered, I had several times been let blood, but that 
I still remained a very dangerous man. They added, 
that I squandered my money strangely, having taken 
up and dispersed four thousand florins in six days at 
league; that it would, therefore, be proper to ap- 
point curators, or guardians, to impede such extra* 
vagance. Thus do the wicked utter their falsehoods! 
Thus do they cloud and obscure the throne, making 
truth invisible ! 

Count Alton, however, spoke of me and my hard 
destiny to the Countess Paar, ipistress of the ceremo- 
nies to the empress-queen, a noble-minded lady. The 
late emperor entered the chamber, while I was the 
subject of discourse, and asked whether I had never 
any lucid intervals ? — ^ May it jdlease your majesty,^' 
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answered Alton, ^ he has now been seven weeks in 
custody, at my barracks, and I never in my life met , 
a more agreeable man. There must be something 
mysterious in this affidr, or he could not be treated 
as a madman, or so represented at court. That he 
is not so in anywise, I pledge my honour. 

The next day the emperor sent Count Thum, 
grandnnaster of the Archduke Leopold, to speak to 
me. In him I found a worthy man, an enlightened 
philosopher, and a lover of his country. To him I 
related how I had twice been betrayed, twice sold at 
Vienn^, during my imprisonment ; to him demon- 
strated that my administrators had only acted in this- 
vile manner that 1 might be imprisoned for life, and 
they remain undisturbed in possession of my ejects. 
We conversed together two hours, during which 
many things were said that prudence will not permit 
me here to repeat. I gained his confidence and his 
heart, and he continued my friend till death. He left 
me, promised protection, returned the following day, 
and procured me an audience of the emperor. 

I spoke with freedom; the audience lasted more 
than an hour. At length the emperor was so moved, 
that he rose from his seat, and retired into the next 
apartment; I saw thd^ tears drop from his eyes. With 
sympathetic enthusiasm, 1 fell at his feet, embraced 
his knees, and wished for the presence of a Rubens 
or Apelles, to preserve a scene so highly honourable 
to the memory of the monarch, and paint the sensa- 
tions of an innocent man, imploring the protection 
of a great, a just, and a compassionate prince. I feel 
myself unequal to do his memory that justice it de- 
serves. Words I had none, but my looks, my tears, 
were indeed eloquent.— -The emperor tore himself 
from me,- and I departed, with sensations such a« 

18* 
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only (hose can know who, themselves heme vjrtu* 
oufl, unfortunately meet with vile and wicked men* 

The ill-judging world has called the Emperof 
Francis a weak prince. To me he seems superior to 
Cssar, or Frederic the Greats That he had a noble 
mind, what I have cited is an irrefragable proof; and 
had not death robbed me of his protection, then, when 
he found me worthy, I should, long since, have re« 
gained the Hungarian estates I have now for ever lost 

I returned to my barracks, in all the raptures of 

i'oy ; and an order, the next day, came for my release, 
went with Count Alton to the Countess Paar, who 
desired to see me, and by her mediation, I obtained 
ah audience of the empress^ 

I cannot describe the kindness of the sovereign ; 
how much she pitied my su^rings ! how much she 
admired my fortitude! I had not opportunity to 
speak a word, her professions of pity preventing my 
stating the justness of my case. She told me she was 
informed of all the vile artifices practised against tofi 
in Vienna : she nevertheless required I shcnild men- 
tion no past grievances, should forgive all my ene- 
jdnies, avoid aU retrospect, and pass all the accounts 
of my administrators, — I would have spoken. — ^ Do 
not complain of any thing,'' sdid she, " but act as I 
desire.-H-I know all.— You shall be recompensed by 
me; you deserve reward and repose, and these you 
shall enjoy."— What could I do ?— I must either sign 
whatever was given me to sign, or be sent to a mad- 
house. I received orders to accompany M. Pistricb 
to Counsellor Ziegler : thither I went, and the next 
day was obliged to sign, in their presence, the folr 
lowing directions :— » 

First.— Thut I acknowledged the will of Trenck 
to be valid. ^ 
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Secandly.-^ThaX I renounced all claim to the 
Sclavonian estates, relying alone on her majesty's 
fitvour. 

Thirdly, — ^That 1 solemnly acquitted my accoun* 
tents and curators : And, 

Lastly. — ^That I would not continue in Vienna. 

What more could have heen asked of me, had I9 
instead of reward, deserved punishment ? 

This I must sign, or languish in a prison. If such 
be not arbitrary power, what is ? 

Thus was I dealt with ! The empress was pre- 
vented acting greatly and nobly.— ^It is an eternal 
truth, that this my mistreatment was occasioned by 
my refusing to hear mass ; and that the possessors 
of my estates were under the protection of the Jesiuts. 

What did 1 feel ! How did my blood boil while 
I signed ? The confidence I had in myself assured 
me I could obtain honourable employment in any 
country of Europe to the exertion of my talents, 
the labours of my mind, and the faithful recital of 
all my woes. At that time I had no children ; I 
therefore little regretted what I had lost, or the poor 
portion that remained. 

Justly dissatisfied, I determined to avoid Austria 
eternally. My honest pride would never sMSex me, 
by clandestine and insidious arts, to approach the 
throne ; I knew no such mode of soliciting for jus* 
tice ! hence was I an unequal match for my enemies; 
hence my ills, hence my misfortunes. Complaints 
and appeals to justice were artfully represented, as 
the splenetic ef^sions of a man never to be satis- 
fied. By coiurts of justice I had been plundered; 
appeals to them were, therefore, vain indeed. 

My too sensible heart was preyed upon and cor- 
roded by^the treatment I met at Vienna. I, whc 
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with 80 much fortitude, such unshaken honour, had 
suffered so much in the cause of Vienna; I, on 
whom the eyes of all Germany were at this time, 
fixed, to behold what should be the reward of these 
sufierings : I, far from being rewarded, was again, in 
this country, kept a prisoner, and delivered over to 
those by whom I had been plundered, as a man 
insane! 

Before my intended departure to seek my fortune, 
I fell ill, and sickness almost brought me to the 
grave. The empress, hearing of my condition, in 
her great clemency sent one of her own physicians, 
and a charitable friar to my assistance, both of whom 
I was at last obliged to pay. My own doctor would 
have restored me much cheaper. This was %o be 
fav(5ured, to be distinguished ! 

At this time I received, unsolicited, a major's com* 
mission, for which I was obliged to pay the fees. 
Being excluded from actual service, to me the title 
was of little value : my rank in the army had been 
at least equal ten years before in other service. 

I recovered, sought an audience, but this was no 
more to be obtained. I attended the levee of Prince 
Kaunitz. Not personally known to him, he on his 
pinnacle of power, viewed in me a crawling insect 
among the swarm beneath* I thought somewhat 
more proudly ; thought myself a man : my actions 
were upright, and so should my body be. I quitted 
the apartment, and at the door was congratulated by 
the mercenary Swiss porter, on my good fortune <rf 
having obtained an audience ! 

I applied to the field-marshal, from whom I re- 
ceivea this remarkable answer: — ''If you cannot 
purchase, my dear Trenck, it will be impossible to 
admit yovl into actual service ; besides, you; are too old 
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to learn our very difficult manceuvres.''. I was then 
thirty-seven. I briefly replied-^" Your excell^cy 
mistakes my character, I did uot come to Vieima t^ 
serve as an invalid major. My curators have taken 
good care I should have no money to purchase ; but 
had I millions, I would never obtain rank in the 
army by that mode." I quitted the room with a 
shrug. — ^The next day } addressed a memorial to the 
empress, which had I room, might here deserve to 
be wholly inserted. I did not redemand my Sclavonr 
nian estates — I only petitioned. 

I entreated — I petitioned for an arbitrator ; I hum* 
bly solicited justice concerning incontrovertible Tighta, 
but nothing i obtained, not so much as an answei to 
this and a hundred other, similar petitions ! 

I must here speak of niy accountants, and of 
transactions during my imprisonment. — I had boiight 
a house in Vibnna, in the year 1750, situated in the 
TeinMtstrasseL ; the price was sixteen thousaivl fltv 
rins, thirteen thousand of which I had paid at dif* 
ferent instalments. The receipts were among tny 
writings ; these writings, together with my olhe^r 
efkcisj were taken from me at Dantzic, in, the year 
1754. The colonel and quarter-master, and all per* 
eons of .the regiment, of whom I might require any 
account, were dead m the interim, nor have I, to this 
hour, been able to learn more ihjm that my writings 
were sent to the administrators of my ailurs at 
Vienna. With respect to my horses, effects, and 
property, at Dantzic, in what manner these were dis- 
posed of, no one could or would say. 

Ailer being[ released from my dungeon at Magde- 

*burg, I inquired concerning my house, but no longer 

found it mine. Those who had gbtten possession 

of my writings must have restored the acquittances 
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to the seller, consequently he- could redemand *the 
whole sum. My house, however, was in other hands, 
and I was hrou^pht in debtor six thousand florins, for 
interest and costs of suit. Thus were house and 
money for ever gone, beyond redemption ! — ^Whom 
can I accuse ? 

Again.— I had two ^ years maintained^ at my own 
expense. Lieutenant Schroeder, who had deserted 
from Glatz, and for whom I afterward obtained a 
captain's commission in the guard of Prince Ester* 
hazy, at j^enstadt. His own misconduct caused 
him to be cashiered and become a beggar. In my 
administrators' accounts I found the following ar- 
ticle:— 

^ To Cap^n Schroeder, for capital, interest, and 
costs of suit, sixteen hundred ilorins.'' 

It was certain I was not a penny indebted to this 
person : I however had no redress, having been, as 
before related, obliged to pass and sign all their 
accounts. 

I four years afterward obtamed information con«* 
eeming this af&ir : I met Schroeder, by accident, aa 
he was asking alms near St Stephen's ; knew hnoD) 
took him home with me, and inquired whether he 
had actually received these sixteen hundred florins* 
He answered in the affirmative : " No one believed 
you would ever more have seen the light. I knew 
you had a friendship for me, and would willingly 
serve me, and, all being lost to you, that you would 
give something to relieve my extreme necessities. I 
went and spoke to Dr. Berger; he agreed we should 
halve the sum, and his contrivance was, I should 
make oath I had lent you a thousand florins, with* 
out having received your note. The money was 
paid me by M. Frauenberger, to whom I agreed to 
send a present of Tokay, for li^dam Huttner." 
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Oh, excellent! This was the manner in which my 
curators took care of my property! Many similar 
instances I could produce, but I am much too ab- 
lated by the recollection. I must, however, speak a 
word concerning who and what my curators were. 

The court-counsellor, Kempf^ was my administra* 
tor, and Counsellor Huttner my referendary. The 
substitute of Kempf was Frauenberger, who, being 
obliged to act as a commissary clerk at Prague, 
during the war, could not attend to afiairs at Vienna, 
but appointed one Krebs as a sub-substitute : whe- 
ther M. Crebs had also a sub-sub-substitute is more 
than I am able to say. 

Dr. Bertracker was I^dei commiascuratorj though 
there was no legal Fidei commissum existing. Dn 
Berger, as Fidei commiss-advocatQ, was superintend- 
ant over them all ; and, to them all, salaries^ were to 
be paid. 

Let us now see what was the weighty business 
this noble company had to transact. I had seventy-* 
six thousand florins. in the Hungarian chamber, the 
interest of which was yearly to be received, and add- 
ed to the capital : this was their whole employment, 
and this was certainly $o trifling, that any honest 
man would have performed it gratis. Kempf, having 
luckily got a fat capon, wished to pluck it in codh 
pany with his old crony ; he therefore gave him an 
ojSice. The war made money scarce, and the dis- 
counting of bills with my ducats was a profitable 
trade to my curators. Had it been properly and 
honestly employed, I should certainly have found 
my capital increased, after my ten years' imprison* 
ment, full sixty thousand florins. Instead of these^ 
I received three thousand florins at Prague, and no- 
thing more : and, compensation, found my capital 
diminished seven thousand floriiui. 
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Frauenbeiger and Beiger died rich; and the supe- 
nor being obliged to protect him whom he had em- 
ployed Bs a deputy, I must be eternally confined as a 
madman, lest this worthy deputy should have been 
proved a rogue. This is the clue to the acquittal 

I was obliged to sign. Madam K was, at that 

time, a lady of the bed-chamber at court: she could 
approach the throne ; her chamber-employments, in- 
deed, procured her the keys of doors that, to me, 
were eternally locked. 

Not satisfied with this, Kempf applied to the 
empress, informed her they were, indeed, acquitted, 
but tiot recompensed, and that Frauenberger required 
four thousand florins for remuneration. The empress 
laid an interdict on the half of my income and pen- 
sion. Thus was I obliged to live in poverty, thus 
banished the Austrian dominions, where my seventy- 
six thousand florins Were reduced to sixty-three, 
the interest of which I could only receive, and that 
bortbened by the above interdict, the Fidei commis' 
9um^ and administratorship. Of all these exactionsji 
none so nearly, so much afi^ted me,' as that of being 
obliged to present four thousand florins to the man 
by whom my a^idrs had been thus administrated. 

The empress, indeed, during my sickness, ordered, 
as an especial favour, that my captain^s pay, during 
my ten years' imprisonment, should be given me, 
amounting to eight thousand florins ; which pay she 
also settled on me as a pension. By this pension, 
however, I never profited ; for. during twenty-three 
years, that and more was swallowed by journeys to 
Vienna, chicanery of courtiers, agents, advocates, 
and costs of suit. Of the eight thousand florins, 
three were stolen during my illness ; the court phy- 
sician must be paid thrice as much as another, and 



"Wtmt repiaincd after my re^^oyeiy waa siiiik in the 
preparations I made to fledk niy fortane elsewheie. 
1 had, beside, 0ight thousand ftonns to repay, which 
had been advanced by my friends while in my dun- 
geon ; four thousand of which were sent ta General 
Beldt at Berlin, 

Thus faaye I been readied «o poor, that I hare 
ttever been able, to repay my sister's children the 
money their mbth^ advanced, while my kind friends 
«l.yienQa have ^guified me with the name of a dis- 
contented man.* 

How far my captun'd pay was matter of rig^ht, or 
i^atter of favour, let the world Judge, being told I 
went.in< &e service of Yi^na to the city of Dantzic* 
Ndther did ^ius restitution of pay equal th^ sum I 
had sent the Imperial minister to obtain my free- 
dom. It^has been asserted, the empress delivered 
me ftotn imprisomtient. Bi;ii no, } positively declare 
tba ccintraryi I remained nine months in my di|n- 
geon aAer theardcles were signed, unthought o^ 
and, when mentioned by the Aus^ns, the king had 
twice, r^eeted the proposal of my h^ng set free. 
The afiair actually happened as follows ; according 
to the account I received from their royal highnessesr 
Prince Henry, Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, and 

Elcularly from the minister, Count H^rtzberg, 
eral Ileidt had received my ten ^ousand ^oiiim 
fttU six mon^s, and seemed to remenyber me and 
my imprisonment no more* One gala day, however, 
iti king happened to be in an extraordinary good 
humouiv nnd her mt^ty the queen, the Princess 
Amelia, and the present monarch, said to the Irii^ 
xM minister—^ This is a fit o|^rtunity for you to 
speak in behalf of Trenck." He accordingly waited 
ms tune, did qpedi^ dad the king ireplied-^ Yes." 
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' The jbf of ^ whole eofl^fffsppeicret'mrgff^ 
tkati^roderie Me Oreat mai ofeiided ! 

Other cireuiiiiluiceiB, wfckli contributed to -pi^ 
note this aflUrythe reader will teeily colket frtfhi 
my history. That there were pereons in Vienna whd 
earnestly desired to detain me in prison isin^ilbitfible^ 
iroin their proceedmgs after my retam. My iHends 
at BerKn^ my ^iwn exeotionB^ and my money^ "were 
ifty deliTisrers. 

For eome week* itAer i flriit h^nAi^miyf^dom^ 
I was generally absent in mind, and deej^ in ^longM 
This was a hebit I had acquired hi pfi^n, and the 
6b}ects of sight appeared but ad (he Yiiriohs of sleep; 
I oAen storied hi the streets, stored w^nd me^ 
4oubted my own exietenci^ and bit my finger, ih 
order to eonrince myself i was really awi^e ttkd 
•live. 

An aooident noW happened which AtHtien^ w^ 
prospects. Marshsl Laudohn 'was* g^oing to Aik-la* 
Chapelle, to take Ihe waters; I )£d always peiv 
sooally honoured and loved this general, wmn h§ 
was na more than a eaptain nf pandoars in tnf 
eoosin^i regknent. % went to take his leave df the 
Countess Plor; I wlis present, the empress entered 
Ihe chambnr, attd toiiveiaatioii tuning on Lstidohi^s 
joumey, she said to me-«>^The bss£s aie also Be« 
oeesarv to th^ fe^establishment W your hecAth) 
Tnnek." I was rmsdy, and followed hwa In tw<» 
days, where we inmamedabeiift three montSis. 

Here we were stared at as Grange animals. Ml 
iie world wished to see him bisoause k)f his ha» ta 
war, and me because ei my 'sniMng. The socieMp 
ef iMb wor^ganeisl pbuied biQm'hito mrwouaa^ 
^ aoid. He was as well ae^juainted with Vienna aa 
myietf ^ hm ibrtifnda aad magnanimlttr ha^ eenquei^ 
ed his eneBlies. What h* 4ras he had made himadC 



V 'The SMde oflife^i Ak-^la^C^apett* and SpBL pkttdol 
m^ Mrheve men of all nationd meet, aoid where princes 
lure obliged to miii|^e with penoiift of all ranks, if 
Ibeywifth to seek coBi«isation, and w^nld not r6* 
Aounoa floeiety. One diiyhere procured me mor^ 
pleasure^ estteem, and fidendsh^ than a whble life i^ 
Vk»Ba. 

I searcehr had nmalned here a month before my 
ever ^ood mend^ th&Cocmtees Paar, wrote to mt that 
the empress had provided for me, and would make 
my Ibrttme «0 soon as I should MCiim lo Vieikia. I 
fi^eavoured^ by my egents^ to di8<;over in what 
thiai good forttme existed^ but me^tually. I hoped 
every thing from the empress, who well knew my 
k^ diWtiiQr. The deaith of Ihe Emperor Francis at 
Ini»pruck occasioned di^ vstum of Genend Laudohn; 
and I fQUowed'hkn on foot to Vienna. 
. By iihQan»o£ the Countess Paar I obtained an au- 
dience in a few days. The empress received me 
naciensLy, and eaad to mo<^^ I wttl prove to you* 
Trenek^ Ael I keep my wo«d. I have insvred your 
fortune; I will. give you a rieh and pnident wife.* 
).nqpiUed«*^' Most gmdous soveragn, I cannot detei;- 
tuae to marry ; and if I could, my choice is alieaify 
9nade at Ai^-k-Ghapdle.''-*-*^ i{owf are you married 
then?"— *^ Not y«t> please your majesty." — ^ Are 
you promised F**-*-^ Yes."*— « Well, well, no matter 
for tbft^ t will take care of that a&ir ; I am deter- 
mined on marrying you to ^e rich widow of It— ( 
and she apprones wi/y choice. She ir a very good 
kind of a wcMniln, and has fifty dionsand florins u* 
year. You are in want of such a wife.'' 

I w«r thtandtotnu^. This lovely bride was an 
^ oanting hypoonle, of sixty-thiee, extremely cove^ 
toQSyyandataBagant iai|swered^ I must frankly 
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•peak tredi to yoil^ majesty; I itaimot oonsent, ^d'ehe 
possesfi the treaaurea vf the whole earth. I seek hap* 
pinesB) and not miseiy. I have made my choice, and 

f'ven my wovd of honour, which, as an hcmest man, 
must not break." The aogry ^xipress regarded me 
with contempt, andsaid-^^^ Your unh^winess is your 
own work. Act as you think proper ; I havedone.^ 
Mere my audienee ended ; and thtis dkmissed, I bdde 
an eternal adieu to any hope of reward from em« 
presses and kmg». ^ ^ ^ 

Had I been incliued to make my f(nrtmie, by mar* 
lying an old woman^ I might Jong before, in 1750^ 
have .married one in HoMand, worth three millions. 
This proposal was to lecimipense me for the loss of 
my Sclavonian estates, and all my other innumerable 
afflictions. Besides that, compliance was imposnUe, 
I was beloved in Aix-la^Cha^elle, where mutual af- 
fection, reason, beauty, worth, and an exited mind, 
all promised future happiness. 

I was not actually affianced at that tusie to my 
present wife, but love determined me to return, to' 
snprove an intimacy so &r advanced. ^ 
. Marshal Latidohn knew my i9istress, and promoted 
the match. He was acquainted wUh my h^rt, and' 
the warmth of my passions^ perceived I could not 
conquer the secret desire of vengeance on men, by 
whom I had been so cruelly^so wickedly treated* 
He, and niy friend Prdessor Gellert, whom I visited at 
LeipsiC) both advised me .to take, this method of 
calming passaons that often inspired projects loo 
vast, and that, seekii^ tranquillity, I should fly the 
commerce of the great 

This friendly counsel was seconded by my own 
wishes. I returned to Aix-la-Qiapelle in December, 
1765, and married the youngest daughter <^ thA 
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lived on his own estate at Brussels, where my wi& 
wifesbofn afid educated. He had. iKtai cdled to lioB 
InatiMffableoffiM bythf iiBaiiittoi»veiiei»>o£lh6 e^ 
Mfcs of Ais^la<Okapi^(le4 Hq was the deseeodMii o£ 
iMi aneieal and noble &«% ia tbe ptovinice of Ar^i»^ 
ittd fame of his psadtcBsaoiBf who pcmessed e9ta4nt 
seav Aix-*la«^Chap^e^ had, I know not foe what xfm 
fota, aiooepted the dignity of kugto of the Rosmb 
M^pi^. Mj wi£B% nipther was> sister to the W0* 
chancellor of BimwB^dmf; Baittn Jlofoeirt^ lord of 
tolaiid. ' . 

' it » 4(iot ^anerally kttown«t Vienna that one of 
|fa# two hnfomastenr of Aix-4a-GhapeUe must always 
ki' ^leetad irom a nol^ fiimily^ and the other from 
the citizens. My diildren therefofe can prove thsir 
6»9tem to h» ndble, bolk by the male and ftmale 



- My wiifa Ibad been winh me In most parts of En« 
tppe^ whef^ she baa always been esteemed as the de* 
samd. ^le thea was yow^ handsome^ worthy mid 
^tmw y has borne me eleven chMreB^ all of wheat 
slis basnoned Jieisekf ; eight otf them are still living^ 
and have been properly educated. God gsant I maj 
He (BB^i^ed aver'to jpvovide fos bev as she deserves, 
and'afl^.iteis m^ dn^ f Twoand-twenty years has she 
biome.a pari bs ^L my suffeiingsy and well deserves 



1 Dniing my lata sbsrt abode at Vienna, J made one 
efibrt more ; I sought an audience from the pres^ 
pinperar Joscf>hy related. aU &ai Imd happened to 
ine, and paitioiilflrly reaadBed such ddects as I had 
dbsscredinftbegovcMimeiit and regulations of ibe 
<iOHiwtfy> He gave me (Mk aUenAive hearings proved 
bkidnnie to jaeiease the faapsiness oL his people^ 

19» 
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iM eonmiiiidad me to eomait mj tiioiigbii to ww 
ting. . 

My meraorkl was gtwaoualy received ; all I.peti- 
tioned for was seeiecy, httvinf theraa named several 
persons, who were agaui capable of making me 
wretched. I fiurther gave a more ample account of 
wluit had happened to me in various comitries^ and 
which prudende hae occasioned me to express more 
eantioosly and darkly in these pages. My memorialf 
though graciously received, produced no e^eet^ and 
I hastened back to Aix-la4?hap^. 

For some few years 1 lived here in peace; mf 
house was the rendeavous of the fiist pe^le who 
came to take the waters. I began to be moie known^ 
and every where procured n^self Meads among the 
very first and best people. 

I also visited Professor Odlert, at Ldpsie, showed 
him my manuscripts, and asked his advice concent 
ing what branch of Ctemture he thought it wm pro- 
bable I might best succeed in. He most apfiroved my 
&bles and tales, but blamed the excessive fieedom 
with which I spoke hi my political writing. I neglect* 
ed his advice, and many ensuing calamities ware the 
consequetice. 

My wife brought me a son in December^ I760| 
and I took this opportunity of writing to the youths 
fill monarch at Vienna. Though published in my 
writings^ under the title of Belisarius to the Emperar 
Justinian, I think it necessary to insert what fottdws 
here :— 

^ Your majesty is infoimed of my maniage. My 
wife has borite me a son, whom I have ebristened 
Joseph. The Imperii^ chamberlain, Colonel Baron 
Rippeada, stood i^nsor, by proj^, for your m^'e»« 
Qr. This was done without &»t obtaining your nmr* 



jestfV coiiBent I A&tteiM mysdf your iBa|e0^ 
would graciouilj be pleased tbxLB far to hcmour me, 
Impwing mj loyalty and my misfortuaea. It is indeed 
my hppe that my conduct will procure from your ma- 
jesty a more happy futurity. This son I shall educate 
in the same lo^ principles, and, ra&er than depart 
fr<Hn fhem, he shall imbibe poison from his mothev^ 
breast. 

^ Most gracious empercMr, /vrtiile Hive he will be 
provided for ; but at my death thto must he say to 
his sovereign^ J am the son and rightfkl heir of both 
the Trencks, whose lands and possessions hove 
been seised by strangers and. aliens. I look up to 
yoU) graioious sovereign, as a [Hratecting deity for my 
poor dHldren.v May your majesty participate my joy, 
Und gntciously welcome thknew citizen ^the world. 
May it also please ybu to inform me, wheth^ it be 
your graeious pleasure I should &rther present my 
ithougnts in wnting, for your, high inspection. My 
enemies at Vienna daily increase in strength ; but on 
your sovereign protection I rely ^ and wluitever may 
be my &te, shall most fidthfully and eternally remain 
the loyal servant of my anperor and my countiy. 

Trekck.'* 

i have at present my reasons for inserting the fol- 
lowing answer, which was written by the emperor's 
own hand, and is still in my posession. 

^ DEAR MA10& TBEKOX, . 

^ I am wdl pleased that you have christ^ied your 
son Joseph, and have chosen Colonel Bippenda as 
my proxy. As a poof of my good wishes towards 
you, I have, for manifest reasons, (»dered that hence- 
, forth you shidl receive your pay at Brussels, instead 
of Vienna* Continiie to seod me your writings; I 



iM Mmwaf nMWM noswraL 

Qtn^Msed te be^mfomitodof ihe IruA ; liiil^thrfiv^ 
give me mtt» satisfeedbn^ ghould yon^end ibem mmh 
plcttiduimdoRied^thaii mi^ieirf^MnierBatBriflddrefa. 

Isoon aften^aid Meeii^ordenrto correvpond wiA 
bis majmt^'s private w^eteUay^ Baron Roder ; what 
this cqrrespondence was^must not here be told; anf- 
fice it to say^ that my attempts to «efye mj ccmntry 
were frsiEdraled ; I saw deibcto too dbanAyj apAe mf 
thoughts too frankly^ aaid wai^ sufl&oieiDt huraiMtjr 
erer to obtain fiarvoun 

fotheyeairl767,Iw»0te <^TlicMae«ddaiftMEiHeio^?' 
which became as famous throughoiiiaE Germany m 
my EulenspiegBl (The Malioious Wag.) The po«|i 
did me honour, hik entailbd new perseeatioBs; yel, 
having wrote it, I nearer oould repent I hawe hsid. 
the honour c^ pres«iting it to five veigning primBoe; 
hy none of ii^M^m it has been burnt The empsess 
idone was highy enraged, i had spc^cn as Nathan 
did to David, and the Jesuits now ^enly beeams my 
enemies. 

The following' y;9e trick we* plv^ed me hi ite 
year 1768. A friend in Brussels was commissioned 
to receive my quarterly pay, from whom I learnit an 
interdict had been laid upon it, by the court called 
"Hofkriegsrath, at Vienna, in which I bad been con- 
demned to pay a note of seven hundred florins, to 
one Bussy, with fourteen year's interest 
« Bnssy was a known, swindlar* I was oonicfous 
no man on earth had any snc^ ckim ; I #i0refoie 
lottmeyed, post-haste, Uy VkBina. No hearing, no 
satisfitctoiy account was to be <^tBinedi The an- 
mm Mfwh^Bes jum jtiiicate eH; semfeence is past) 
^ertfdfe all fiutthes attempls aoia too late^i ^ 



I a^^plied to the Emperor Joseph ; I pkd^ed my 
honour and my head to prove the felsificationof thie 
note, aad entreated a reyicuon of the canse. My re- 
<9aest was granted, and my attorney, Weyhmueh, was 
an upright man. When he began to i^ak, and re- 
quest a day of revision to be i^poSnted, he was 
uureatened to be committed 9^ the referendary, Zetto, 
should he undertake to interfere and defend tibe 
affitirs of TrendiL. He answered firmly — ^ His de*> 
fenee is my business in this place; I know my cause 
to be good I" Siknc0 was imposed, and nothing 
&rther done. 

Four months did I continue in Vienna, before the 
day was aj^inted to revise this cause. It now ap* 
peared evident there were erasures and holes through 
ike paper, in three places r all in court were con*- 
vinced the claim ought to be annulled, and the claim- 
ant punished. Zetto, notwithstanding, ordered the 
parties to withdraw, and then so managed, that the 
judges resolved the case must be again laid b^ore 
the court, with forlnal written proofs. 

This gave time for new knavery : I was obliged to 
return to Aix-Ia-C9iapelle,and four years elapsed be- 
fore this a&ir, clear as the meridian sun, was decid- 
^. Two priests in the interim, who were such as 
ftther-confessofs to. convents usually are, took Mae 
oaths, that they had actually seen me receive the 
money. At lengthy however, I proved that the note 
was dated a year after I had been imprisoned at Mag- 
deburg ; I consequently could not give any such note 
in Viemia. Nay, fiurtfaer, my attorney proved the v^ 
writs of the court had likewise been fiilsified. 2etto, 
the r^erendary, and Bussy, were absohitely the forg* 
erS'^-but I happened to be too active^ and my attor- 
ney too honest, to lose this diuse. I^w8s oWged to 
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rnaku thm treiy ^qptosiie jottmfijnB frou Ak^la- 
Chapelle to Vienna^ lest jndgmest should ^hy ds^ 
fiiult' Senlmcs at last was necessarily pronottaeed; 
i gained my cause, and the wM was declared a £ai^ 

Seij; but the coeto, amounting to three thounnd 
w hundied florins, I wae oUi^ to par, for Bnaev 
conld not ; nor was he.tiorpor^y punished, tho^^ 
at last driyte from Vienna for hi* nllanous aetti 
Zetto, however, contiBtted refifcrendaiy; still coi»* 
linued, for eighteen, years, aiy barbarous persecutor; 
tili, not loiig sinoe, he wBSrdepriared of hie office, and 
condemned to the house of correction. 

May"' no such ju^gs^enta ever again be givea in 
oourts at Vienna^ where, perhaps, 1 am the only one 
whose perseverance andcoungfe woialdhave demon« 
etmted their injustiee! S^t fl^is pccseverance, this 
courage, have made these csdurts my enemies, as i 
have.stnce bitterly experienced* Too lata waa ZeMo 
punii^d £or the wel&re of many a widow and cw» 

K' Bn,and still are sumeroua of hui vile praetioea «»- 
own; 

, This cause excited many rentaika ai Vienna; I 
gained much honour^ but n^iore expense and trodile. 
r took this opportunity to solicit justioe m my o&eff 
aflidrs, but to little purpose, except that the tiroiU 
began to )uiow me b«tt^, and afiird lae somewhal 
more of its {nty. 

« My knowledge of the world' iuereeaed at Aix-l»t 
ChapeUe, where men of all natk>na and cbaracten 
met, paiticuteiy £<igiish. In tlie monung I ml^t 
eonrrerae with a lord in opposition, in the afternoon 
with an orator of Ihe king's party, and at night with 
an honest man of no party. In convjersation like 
this, knowledge is acquired and imparted. I sent 
Bunganim wine into. England^ France, Holiand^ and 



Ihtf ^^ire; thk oec&sic^ed "Ate to tti^mdte kttf 
journeys ; and as my inei^afee of act^intaftee gmm 
me opportunity of r^oetfing tmuiy i^reig^em with 
^ifeness in my own )iou«e, I Was mysetf also weU 
feceived, wheyever I went. 

The income I should hai% bad fre»a Vfenna waer 
lOi in^lfbd by lawsuits, curators^ attorneys; and th« 
journeys I wa^ bhU^ed to undertake ; hftykig k^m 
uirice eited to appear, in person, beifore the Hof* ^ 
kriegsrath. To me no hope r^mftiiQed ; I was dQ-» 
seribed a(s a dangerous malH3ontent, Who had desert-^ 
ed his native land ; insinuatiomi by Which my en^ 
mies took care to phrc^t I neverthd[eseremmJied,be 
the country in whieh I Iked what it would, an honest 
nia^i ; one who coukl provide for his own necessities, 
wifhofft meanness or ^ fevours ct eourts-^oUd 
whose aeqnaititance was eveiy where esteemed, la 
Vienna alone was I imsought, nnempleyed, and oIh 
scui^. 

My lore of the chasfe made me patticnlariy ac* 
^ptaMe' to the English^ who Inrought wif h l^vem 
^ir own horses and dogs, to hunt the wolf and wOd 
hoar, animals not to be found hi then! own country* 
}, in return, passed whole summers 91 their eountty^ 
seats in 'England, Scotland, and Ireland, and thus obt 
tained a thorough knowledge of Khe nation. 

The feleetbr Palatine had granted me a certain ^x« 
tent of country in the territory of Juilers, where? I 
might hunt; and 1^ Count Palatine of ^e Rhine 
iaVe me permission to hunt where I pleased. To 
defend this right of hunting was now my dtity^ and 
dceaeioned various disputes; these, however, were 
liot often determined in courts of kwy but usually 
every man asserted his claim With his sword. 

One day an aftiBid6iithi|ipened) on this t>6casios> 
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which made me renowned oyer the country as a; 
magicianyas cme whom lead could not penetrate^and 
who had power over fogs and clouds^ 

I had a quarrel with uie Palatine president, Baron 
Blankart, concerning a hunting district ; I therefore 
wrote to him, that on a certain day, he should repair 
to the spot in dispute, whither I would also come, at 
ten. in the morning, with sword and pistol, hoping he 
would there give me satisfaction for the a&ont I had. 
received. Thith^ I went, with two huntsmen and 
two friends ; but, instead of the baron, was astonish* 
ed to &id two hundred armed peasa^its assembled. 

What was to be done ? I sent one ei my hunte* 
men to the army of the enemy, informing them that^ 
did they not beat a retreat, I should fire. It was in 
the month of August, the day was clear and fine, and 
suddenly a thick and impenetrable fog arose. My 
hnntsmen retun^ v^ith intelligence that^ having d^' 
livered his message just as the fog came on, Uiese 
valiant heroes bad all runaway in the greatest fright. 

I advanced, found nobody, fired my pie^ as did 
my friends and followers, and marched to the man^ 
9ion .o£ my adversary, where my huntiog-hom waa 
Mown in triumph in his courtyard. The runaway 
peai^tnts fired at a distance, but the fog prevented 
their taking any ^. 

Having taken this satisfaction, I relumed h^nae, 
where many false reports had preceded me. My 
wife expected I should be brought home dead, and 
that many others would be maimed; however, not 
the least mischief had happened. 

It soon was propa^ted through. the country that I 
was a magician, had raised a fog to render myself 
invulnerable, and that the truth of this could be jus- 
tified by two bundled eye-witnesses* All the monka 



of Jiis-la-Oiapelk, Juileri, atod Cologne, put^iotf 
pfeacbcxi coaeerning me, reriled me, and w«med 
the people to bewiire of tlie arclwaaficiaB and Lti^ 
tiberan, Trenck. « r 

On a fiitiiie occaaion, this belief I turned to nmt- 
ter of xnerranent I went to hunt tiie wolf in the 
6ztaMHve foreertfi of t^ country of Mon]oye,.and in- 
vited the peaauits imd townsmen to the chas^. .Thd 
flpBt day we had but little sport ; toward evening J, 
and some forty of my followers, retired to rest in the 
Beighbouring eharcoal huts, well provided with wine 
and brandy. ^' My lads," said I, ^^it is npw necessary 
you should all disch^e your pieces^ and load them 
anew, that to-morrow no wolf may escape, and that 
none of you may excuse yourselves on your pieces 
missing fire." The guns were accordingly reloaded, 
and placed' in a separate chamber, after which th^ 
began to eat, drink, and danbe. While they were 
merry-Biaking, my huntsman privately went into 
this chamber, drew the balls, and charged the pieces 
witk powder, several of which he loaded with double 
dwi^ges. Some of their notched balls I put into my 
pocket. 

In the morning, away went I, and my meiry fel« 
lows to the chase. As we walked their conversation 
tamed on my necrpmancy,and the mirac^ous man- 
ner in which I could envelope myself in a cloud, or 
make myself bullet-proof. ^ What is that you are 
talking abput, my kds ?" said I^-^ Some of these 
unbelieving good folks," answered my huntsman,, 
^ affirm your honour is unaUe to ward off balls."—* 
^ Well then," said I, laughing, to one of them, ^ fire 
away, my good fellow, and try !" — ^The man r^iise^, 
and my huntsman took his piece out of his hand and 
fired. I pretended lo pany wkhmy hmc}, and caUed-^ 
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^Let my msn, Aat it bo indined, fine, but ^^ 
OM St a time.^^ AceonHngly they begva^ aad^ pro*^ 
tending to twist and tarn about, I suffered them aU. 
to discharge their pieces. It must be lemarked^ I 
WM perf([ictl]f aetture, as my peopk had csrefoUy do- 
tleed<hat no man had reloaded hid gun. Someoffbeni; 
received s«c& blows from ikte guns that were dowlqiy. 
charged, that tliey Ml d0wn^ terrified in amaflsement 
at Ae powers of magic. I advanced, holding in my 
hand some of the marked balls. ^Let every ems' 
<iK>ose his own,'' called I. AQ stood motionless, aad 
many of them slunk h(H&e, witk their guns on their 
i^oolders : some few remained^ and our sport was 
excellent. 

On Sunday the monks of Aix-la-Ohn^ne agais 
began to preach. My black art became the theme 
of the whcde country; aiid at this day many of that 
people present will midce oalh that they fired .i^on 
me, and that, after catching them in my hand,/! re- 
turned the balki. 

Thus easy is it to gall this wise world. My ki^b 
a^d invulnerable qualities were published throughottt 
Juliers, Aix-la-Chapelle,M8estricht, and Cologne, and 
perhaps this belief has nuvre than ten times saved my 
life ; die priests have propagated it from their fnlpils^ 
in acoontry which so swaims with highway^ol^bas^ 
that one hundred«ndHGdxty men hav6 been broken 
alive on ih^ wheel, quartered, and burnt, within a 
year, and where, Ibr a. smgle ducat, any man mny 
hire an assassin. 

It is indeed matter of surprise, ^t I ^onid, fer 
years, have fHreserved my life, in a town wher^ there 
are twenty-three monasteries and dmrchet^and when 
the monks are all «dcH«d as $o many Wti€8» . The 
Catholic dagy had been suffieienlly enraged IgiiMt 



lae, by my poem of ^The Macedonian Hero;* audi 
fn 1772, 1 puUiahed a newspaper at Aix-la-Gbapell& 
and another periodica] work, entitled, ^^The Friend 
of Men," in which I endeavoiued to unmask hypo<> 
crisy. hdeed, for me an ^ostoUc major of th^ 
^[KMtoIic Maria^Thereaa, to wiite thus m a toi^ 
swarming with friars, and in a tone so undaunted| 
snMB unexampledr 

, At present, as toleration and freedom of Of^uon 

«re moreencomaf ed by the Emperor Joseph U. manf 

emk essayists encoimt^ bifo^iy and deceit with rit 

dioule; or, wanting inventi<ms themselves, publish 

' eaetracts from writings that beloi^^ed to the age e£ 

'Lwher. I have the hononf of having attacked dio 

•vesy pillaKi of the Bomieh hierarchy in days mpie 

dai^rous. I may boast of being the fiist Qeiman^ 

who, unprotected, raised a fermentation on the Upper 

Biune and in the state ctf Austria, so advantageous to 

truth, the progress of the human understandmg, and 

the happiness of fhturity. . 

Xietlhewoildreadand judge of my writings! They 
contain nothing inimical to &e pore morality taught 
by Christ. I attacked the sale of indulgences, the 
avarice of Rome, the laziness, deceit, ficentious glut* 
tony, robbery, and UoodHraeking of the monks of 
Aix4srOiapellej who sought the murder of each other 
an the very church, and in presence of the altar. 

A< I was riding to Maestricht through a hoUow way^ 
a baU whistled by my ears, which, no doubt, wiui a 
messenger sent ^fler me by these persecuting priests^ 

When hunting near the convent of Schwartzent 
hrudc, ^uree Dominicans lay in ambush for me be« 
hind a hedge. One of their c<^eagues, who oAxm 
hunted with me, pointed out the place. I was on mf 
gnazd with my donU&-barrelled gim, drew near, but 
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called with a voice of terror — ^ Shoot, sconmlrebt 
But do not kfll me, for the devil stands ready for jron 
at your elbdw ?"-i-One fired, and they all mn ; th^ 
ball hit my hat. I fired likewise, and wounded one 
desperately, whom the other two carried off: he re- 
covered, however, and afterward eloped with a cow-* 
girl. 

Their attempts at poisoning me were all unsno- 
cessful, for I always ate at home. In the year 1774, 
journeying frcxn Spa to Limbourg, I was attacked by 
dght banditii. The Iveather was rainy, and my mus- 
ket was in its case; xsy sabre was entatigled in the 
belt, so ^at, unable to draw it, 1 was obHged to de-^ 
fend myself as with a club. 1 spmng firom the car- 
riage, and, with every efiS>rt of nature, fought In de- 
fence of my life, striking down all before me, while 
my faithful huntsman protected me behind^ I dis- 
persed my assailants, hastened to my carriage, and 
drove away. One of these fellows was soon i^ter 
hanged, and owned, before execution, that the con- 
fessor of this banditii had promised perpetual absolu- 
tion, could they but dispatch me ; but that no man 
could shoot me, because that Lucifer had rendered 
me invulnerable. 

From the year 1774 to 1777, 1 chiefly spent ray 
time in journeying through England and France. I 
was intimate with Dr. Franklin, the American mi* 
nister, nxid with the Counts St Gennain and De 
Vergennes, who made me advantageous proposals to 
go to America ; but I was prevented accepting Aon 
by my afiection for my wife and children. 

My kind friend die landgrave of Hesse-Casse!, 
who had been governor of Magdeburg during my 
imprisonment, o^red me a commission in his ser- 
vice among the troops going to America ; but I an- 
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Jirfifedr^^GfaeiafiM pmte^ my heart beott In. tbf 
ittuse of £reeddin only — t vUl iier«r assiftt in ei^^ 
^laving mtiu Wmb I at &e bead of your braft 
gre]Mu£eci, I should reroU to the AsMrieaao*" 

Dnriag the year I775i, I oootiiMied at Ais4ao 
Chapdle myperiodical eesays, entitled ^ The Friead 
ci Men." My writing* had made a<»ne impvession; 
the peo}^ began to read ; the monka were ridiculed^ 
snd beeome more humble ; ny partieans ugbcreaaed, 
and their arch*leader had the good fortune to gel 
Umself oudgellei 

They did notnow mefitioQ my name' frubliiely) birt 
eatechised iheir peqitents at emifieseion. During this 

Jrear^ varicnis. aimple people came to me irom Co* 
ogne, Bonn^ and Dnsseldorf, deeiring to epeak with 
tne in private. When I inquired their busineas^ 
they told me their clergy had informed them I w«f 
propagating a new religion^ in whieh eyery man 
IRUSt sign himself over to the devil, wh^ then would 
supply them with money. They were willing to 
become converts to my faith, ikrould B^zebub but 
give them money, and revenge them on their prieetSi 
^ My good friends," answered I, ^ ytMsr teaohein have 
deeeived you^ I know of no devils but themselves. 
Wore it indeed true that J wasfoimding a new religion^ 
the converts to which the devS would supply with 
money, your bishqps and priests woidd be the very 
ifst ot my apostles, and the most catholic. I am an 
honest moral man, my worthy friends, as a Ohristiwft 
ought to be. Qo hdme, in God's nmne, and do your 
dtt^. Be honest and industrioos, and you will wo% 
iien want the devfl to bring yon money.". 

I fbigot to mention in its pkuse, that the reoorder^ 
•r prssident, of the sherifTs conrt at Aix-laOuipello 
who U tbe son of die hajokat Geyei^ asul wbo im 
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called JBttroA Geyer, had aaadciated hknseif) in 177§) 
iRrhh a Jew convert, and « knight of industry; and 
that this noble company, in concert, swindled a 
Dutch merchant ont of e%hty thousand d<mns, by 
assuming the amis of the Elector Palatine, and pro» 
ducing forged receipts «nd contracts. Ge3rer wa^ 
taken in Amsterdam, and would have been hanged^ 
but that by die aid of a faithful serrant, he efiec(ed 
his escape. He returned -to Aix-la-Chapelle, where 
he 'enjoys his honourable office.— Three years ago it 
was prored he had robbed the town-chamber. His 
handsome wife, was, at that time, generis cammaaiMj 
and procured him powerful friends at canrt The 
assertions of this worthy gentleman found greater 
credit at Vienna than those of the innocent, the isk* 
|ured Trenck. (%, shame! 8ha9ie^--Oh, world! 
world! world! 

My wine tsade was so successful, that I had eo»* 
respondents and stores ui London, Paris, BnixelleS) 
Hamburg, and the Hague; and had gained forty 
thousand florins, with die most flattering iprospectB 
f^om England. One unfcwtunate day destroyed all 
my successful hopes in this traffic. ^ 

Beinff in London, I was definuded of eighteen 
hundred guineas by a swindler. The relating of this 
story will do but little honour to the English natioai 
The fiiult was prineipally my brother*in-law's, a 
young man, who parted with the wine before he had 
received the money. In England, there is no law 
against such deceivers. They bid you trust nobody; 
you will then not be wronged. And when I had 
been wronged, and asked my friends' assistance) I 
was only laughed at ; as if they were happy that an 
Englishman had die wit to cheat a German. J can«» 
BOt give a circumstantial histoiy of this afiur^ but il 
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is necessaiy to niovate it in the alwinict, oc{^ prefo^ 
dices being so strong infavonr of the great wcnrth 
aad justice of the British nation. 

Finding myself defrauded of 917 wine, I hastened 
to Sir John Fielding. H^ uras acquainted with me^ 
told me he knew I had been swindled, and that his 
friendship would make him active in my behalf; that 
he also knew the house where my wine wa^ deposi- 
ted, and that a party of his runners should go with 
me, sufficiently strong for its recovery. I was little 
aware that he had at that time two hundred bottles 
of my best Tokay in his cellar. His pretended kind* 
'^ Hess was a snare ; he was in partnership with rob- 
bers, the stupid among whom only he hung, and pre* 
served the most adroit for the promotion of trade. 

He sent a constable and six of his runners willi 
me, commanding them to act under my orders. By 
good fortune, I had a violent headache^ and could 
not attend them myself, but sent my brother-in-law^ 
who spoke better English than L Him they brought 
to the house of a Jew, and told him-— ^ Tour wine, 
sir^ is here concealed.^' Though it was broad day, the 
door was locked, that he might be induced to act 
illegafiy. The eonstalde desired him to break the 
door open, which he accordingly did: the Jews^in 
a pretended fright, came riinning, and asked — ^^What 
do you want, gentlemep ?*^— ** I want my wine," 
answered niy brother. ^^Take what is your own,'' 
replied the Jew, ^ but beware of touching my pro- 
perty. I have bought the wine." 

My brother attended the constable and runners 
into a cellar, and there found a great part of my wine. 
He wrote to Sir John Fielding that he had found th# 
wine, and desired to know how he was to act 
ileMmg, by a verbed message^ md— ^ It must be 



ft cart> «Kid seat me the wiae. 

He attended the ru]mer99>m like qgiyiui^r, to Qm 
h0vm ^ miQ&er Jew, wheje tbey ^p^eeded as be- 
povei and he caaie back quite lejoieed al haiviog set- 
covered the wine. 

JN^exl day came a conataUei with . a wanant, aay»> 
io^lf'^-'^He wanted to fqpreek with my hirother ; au4 
Aait it was to go to my ineody ^ John Fifk&ig.^ 
Whea he was in the street, ho touched him with bis 
«»ta^ aQ4 told him-*-^^Sirt you are my p^oq^er.'' 
•<^He?e it must be remarked, that m> maupaii be aiv 
lesied in his own house ia London; but that^ wbeQ 
ke is iu the street, and the eo»atable has tduehad 
him with his stafl^ h0 is beyond delivefy ; aud should 
h0 run, would be stopped by the people. 

All Uiis I was a spectator of through thawindAWi 
tmable to give any assistance, I went, however, to 
3ir John Fielding, and asked what it all meant? 
This upright justice answered, iu a magisterial tone^ 
ibat my broUier had been accused of ^kmy. The 
Jews and swindlers had sworn A^ wine vmi^ a l^al 
purchase. If I had not taken oare to bo paid, or was 
sgnoraot ot the English hws, thai was my &idt% ^ 
awindiers had sworu the wine was paid for ; whidi 
f^ircunstance he had not known, or he should not 
liave granted me a warrant My brother had als<9 
tufoken open doors, and forcibly taken away wime 
' arhich was not his pwn. They had legally made 
oath of this, and he was charged with burglaiy and 
wbbery. 

, He &rther desired me immediatdy to give bail, it 
ft thousand guineas, for my brother, Ibr his appeaiv- 
nnse in the court of king's bench, otherwise his trial 
Mtould immediately noma on, and in n ftw daya hi 
would be hanged. 
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What was my rage at finding myself thus' treated ! 
and how willingly would I hare phinffed my sword > 
h. the breast of a man so rile as this chief magistrate 
of London'. 

I hastened to a lawyer^ who waj^ my friend, who 
confirmed what had been told me, advised me imme- 
diately to give bail, and he would then defend my 
cause. I applied to Lord Mansfield, and received the 
same answer. I fold my story to all my great fri^ids, 
who were chiefly members of parliament ; and they 
lauffhed at me for attempting to trade in London, 
without better understanding the laws* My intimate 
fiiend, Lord Grosvenor, said — ^Send more wine to 
London, and we will pay you so wdl that you will 
recover your loss.''— Thu is the charact^ of the 
nation. I am certain he would have kept his word) 
but I wanted the necessary capital. 

I went to my wine-merchants, who had stock in 
hand of mine worth upward of a thousai^d guineas. 
They gave bail for my brodier, and in four days he 
was released. 

Fieldinlf, in the interim, sent his runners to my 
house, took back the wine, and restored it to the 
Jews, as property of which they had been robbed. 
They dureatened iartiier to prosecute me as a receiver 
of stolen goods. I fled in all haste from London, 
through Dover to Paris, where I immediately sold 
off my remaining stock at half-price, honoured my 
IhIIs, and so ended my merchandize. 

My brother returned to London in November, to 
defend his cause in ^e kinff?s bench ; but the swin- 
dlers had disappeared, and the lawyer required a 
hundred pounds to proceed. The conclusion of all 
this was, my brother returned wiih seventy pounds 
less in his pocket, spent as tmvelling expenses, and 
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the rtoek m Hie hancb of «i]f wifi»«ieiiAai»l« iras 

me i& aa apotfaecaiy'e Mil end eU iv»8 Iqc^ ThiM 
do the English treat the Germans, notwitbetandisg I 
had.maay friends in London. 

In Maj, 1780, 1 went to Abc^brChi^Qa, vbeipe 
mj wilii^a mother died^ in Juiy ; and m Sc^tecahei^ 
my irife, myaelf, and&milfi ail came lo Viemia* - , 
, My wile eolicited the nisttesa of the e^eio^Qiitta 
lO'dbtaiaanjmdiettoee* H^rrequeat waennuMieii; md 
ahe had die food fortune to gakitiie entue apprdbar 
tkm mfi feronr t)f the empreas^ Her kjadneai waa 
beyond espressioft: shq heradf iBtT'edueed i&y wil^ 
to the archdudbew, aa an examplia for vomes^ ami 
eommanded her gmnd^nktresa of ihe eeaemoniea lo 
present her every vhere**^ You ave anwiUing^^ aai4 
she, '^ to accompany your husband mtosny e«uatiy| 
but i hope to eonvince you that you may iii^e hap- 
pier in Austria than at Aix^la-Obapelle.'^ 9iie mid 
many otfaex things equally kind* 

She next day sent me her decree, asimng ma tff 
a pensi<m of four huudied florinfl ; adding, this should 
Slot be all she would do for noe. 

My wife petitioned the empress to gmnt me an 
ftudimice. Her request was complied with, and the 
^empress ^d lo me-^'^ This i« the third lame m 
which I womid have im^ your fortaoe, had yow. 
beea so disposed.". The audience lasted lon^ ; W 
discourse was that vf a matroi|. ^le desired to aai^ 
my children, addin^^*-^ 60 exceUenl a mother must 
have brought fou charming cbildiea." She then 
«poke of my writings*^^ How much good might you 
do," said she, ^ wxwld you bttt wdte in the cause of 
nUgievil" 

The prospect mm seemed to bqgbleni and a baH^jr 
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fdWitity to ftpptDCiiiiiy *my wMtmedfVBd stoM iJunmii 
and attention, while she reinained at ViniiBa, tkoi 
Many of the fli«t ladies €4 the laly; ; 

We departed for Zw«»b«ch, where^ we Kv«d etoiin 
tentedljr; btt% #heii we wese ptepumg td vettKBilo 
Vienna, and solicit a restitution of a part of m^r kiil 
fortune, dnrhi; thi» m<meni»ify simbdne of the coilrt) 
the great Theftisa' ^ed, aind ati my hopes wete ovvv* 

CoSt* 

f fcftf^t to rekus^ tM aftor mj iavoiMUBratt* 
diehee, the ArehdachcAis Mam^Anna, spoke to ttr ki 
tike name of the eiB{R«8s^ uid desmd me to tnuuktd 
a tel^giovs wo^k, wntten ftft Fnentfh^by the Abba 
Baudrand, into Geitnan. I rep^ed^ I itoiAd lw!f0 
Ktde fifocee^ in frani^iftiof^ but» that i would. «^y 
bet majesty's comiifadda I began my woik, toola 
passages from Baudrand, hm inserted move of my 
6wn, thoagh 1%ie cel!ilK>r wais la» fiistidrous in thB 
examination of what was eiitided a tiani^tiod. The 
fi|*st volume was finished' in six weeks ; the empress 
tfibtight it admii^le. The seoond soo^ Mlowed^ 
and I presented this myself. She asked me if It 
ecjilialled the firiit ? I answered, I h<^d it would W 
l<mnd m(M excrfle«ft.^'-^*-Nof'' said sfce, ^ I never v^ 
my life ,read a better book ;" and added, she mndk 
wondered how I^6tdd write so wt^l and so qo^k. 
I promised anothtdr^ volume within 4 month. 

Before the third was veady, Th^esa died, and my 
topect^tioiis detoehded with her to the grave. Sim 
continually ^ve orders,* on her death^bed, to havt 
Hhe writings of B&roa Tren^k read to W^ mi 
though her taixSdli^^ well knew the ii^nstiee ihie^ 
had been dcMie me^ and all I had losl^ yet, in these 
her last moments, when he had Uie most fiwotoahls 
0t til oppoHaniliesI) Me kept a dastar%^ sikace. 



tiioogh he had giren. Die tM4 iiaered promifle to spei^ 
in my behalf. 

The censor permitled me^ after her death, and the 
arehduchess eren commanded,' that J. should print 
whatever I have written, and this was my only satis- 
ftction. 

Untoward, indeed, has ever been my fiite. For 
one-and^'thirty years had I been eoliciting my.nghtj 
which I never could obtain, because the empress was 
deceived by wicked men, and bdieved me an arch- 
heretic. In the thiriy-«econd my wife had the good 
fortune to convinoe her this was fiilse ^ she had de- 
termined to make restitution, and my children for-^ 
tonate, uid just a(t this moment she died. , 

Oh, Fortune, how dost thou sport wi)h the pB9« 
aions of men ! Yet -wpB it not so much the &ult of 
Fortune as of myself; I was at length humble enough 
to accept just justice as a &vour ; but then it was too 
late. My heart was conscious of not needing &vour 
or forgiveness, for I had never done ill ; Serefore 
did I continue unfortunate ; I choose the nacro w path 
of innocence, my enemies the open field of vice. 
Their station was the strongest, and they have kept 
possession-— ell contest is now past— I am too old, 
and need rest. 

For my children's sake have I writteu this historyi 
have told these open truths, which perhaps may draw 
down new persecutions on my head, llie friends of 
mnocence will be their friends. I have taught them 
to live satisfied in this world with what is necessary, 
and without that which is superfipous. Be this their 
inheritance, instead of th^ great Sclavonian estates ; 
lor the rest I leave it to Ood, and that good fimie in 
which their fcnrefathers have lived. 
.. The pension granted my wife by the empress, in 
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mo90qamme of m j- liiHi£bTtaiifl% «iul iM|r mnaioiui 
£uiiily, we only enjoyed Qine numlha^ 

of 4ms she vn^ deprived by die new monarch, 
who mippreeeed that^ and vwioua other penakiiis, •■ 
J^urthensome to the slate. He perhaps knew nothing 
joi the aftiB) as I never solicited. Yet mnch has it 
grieredme. Perhaps I may &aidndi^, when the dw;hs 
wrung from me shall reach the heart oi the fiilber 
i>f his peof^e, m this my last writing. At present 
fiothing for me. remains hat to live unknown^ and 
Jmried in Zwerbach. 

, After the death of the empress, that I might iakSi 
every du^ to my fiunily, I wrote to the empercwy 
desirotui tp^be fdly informed of what I had to hope* 
This was my memorial : — 

' ' ** MOST GRACIOUS EMPEftOR, 

« In a work printed at Aix-la-Chapelle, m 1772, 
Hie most essential parts of which I had the honour 
to present to you, in 1765, in manuscript, is the fpl- 
lowing passage t — 

^ **^i oppressed subjects ought, at stated hours, to 
hitve acoess to the throne ; those who should prefer 
fidse complaints, seek to deceive, or to obtain un- 
merited ikvours, ought to be made public examples, 
and stand mutilated in the pillory.' 
• " I, mo^t gracious sovereign, am tfie first who will 
pronounce judgment on myself, if I am not able to 
prove { have been most unjustly oppressed under the 
reign of the great Maria llieresa, and deprived of an 
immense property by unjust judges and men in pow- 
«r>--l, therefore, humbly pray a judge may be ap- 
p<nnted, before whom I may be permitted to produce 
my proofi. ^ I am Gracious monarch, 

^ Tour ever fidthful subject, 
hi Trbnck.** 
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mained uimotieed, unregarded. 

Tlie emperor thot^t proper to collect the lega- 
cies and moneys bei^wed on hosphak into on% 
fond. The system was Wise and good. My eousiki 
Tre&ek^ as I have be^re said, had beqoealiied &irty« 
mx thousand floiins to an hosptti^ for the poor ol 
Bavaria, who had been rained by him and his -piah 
doniB. This i showed he had no tight to do, har« 
ing deducted the sum from the fai^y estates; I 
therefore petitioned the emperor diat these thirty-six 
ttiousand florins might be restorsd, «5 by right thegr 
OQght| to me and my children, who were the peopln 
whom Tf enck hid indeed made poor, n^tibing of the 
property of his acquiring having been left to pay this 
legacy, but, on the contrary, tl^ money having, been 
vjokady exacted from mine. 

Alas ! the memorial came before those who wem 
ill informed of the truth, or deemed the inquiry too 
laborious. In a tew days it was determined.! should 
be answered in the same tone in, which, for six-mid- 
thirty-years past, all my petitions and remoBstnmcM 
had been answered : — 

'' The Request of the Petitioner camoi he grqnML^^ 

Fortune, my irreconcilable enemy, persecuted ma 
even in my i«tieat. Within six years two destructive 
hail-storms swept away my crops ; cme year was a 
misigrowth ; there were seven floods ; a rot aaMMf 
my sheep-^'-all possible calamaties befel me and , ttiy 
manor. 

The estate had been t<^ly ruine^y the ponds west 
to drain, the mansi^nnkoQse lo zefiairf three famm 
were to be put into a proper condition, and die whole 
new stodcc4. This rendered me poor, especially ae 
my wife's fortune had been sunken in lawsuits at 
Aiz-la-Chapelle and Cologne. 



I^ft ^f bWt T«||l|OiU Mt 



' The vnfortusatey s^er^sl^aMeslntf hod tiMiiiBif^ 
u^efore could pay nolhinf : If^ iYfe.CfOitifsrf^ wur 
obliged to advance them money. \My sons asaisiei 
me, and we laboured with pur hsp^sc my wife^ aa 
cpccellent woman, though aceustomeoW the affluenc* 
of the gr^at world yet, anxioi^a to fulmShe duties oi 
a mother, took care of eight children, wkhoot sontidi 
a« the help of a maid. We- lived in pM^r^ and 
wretchednesa, obliged Cq earn o^ur daily breMl^by the 
sweat of our brow ; and had the emperor by cJ^Anee^ 
amid huk pei^rinationa visiled Zw^bach, he i^uld 
have beheld the abode of industry aad virtoe, exerdng 
themsdive«f,to ful^ all the duties of man^ and W 
sufferings had certainly been less mw. \ 

Enough ! I hare aided' mysell^ The motiareh wii6 
oppressed, never beheld me crouching to his powers 
I have deserved a fate more lavoursjble ; 1 avoided a 
{dace wheie men are not actuated by the love of men, 
and bid myself in my Zwerbaeh. I s^hed, said no** 
thing, W]?ote much, feared no ateu^and rather desired 
to seek t}ie world's utmost boundaries ifaaa live a 
witness of certain scenes. 

The gr^test of all my misfortunes was my treat-» 
m^ in the miUtary court, where Zetio and Krugd 
were my referendaries. Zetto bad clogged me with 
a cmator; and when the cow had no more milk to 
give, they then began to torture m^ with deputar 
tions, sequestrations, administrations,.and executions* 
Nineteen times, was I obliged personally to attend im 
Vienna within two. yeam^f^d to travd fourteen postt 
eaph tinie at my o^n expense. This alone ate i^ 
my mcome. flvery six vears must I pay an a^mey 
to dispute, wrangle, and quaivel, in my behdi^ with 
the cwfitc^. Their mutual sqmMles wed huge rolls' 
qf wr^iBg, fc^ i£ ^ iRhicb ^in the e<^ebisio%w»« 
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obI^«d ^a pay. If any aftir was to b6 i^xpedite^, I, 
by a thM hand, was obliged to send the referendazr* 
iome excellent ducats. Did he give judgment, stiU' 
ibBi judgment lay fenrteen months inefficient; and 
when it appeared, the copy was Mse, and so was sent- 
to the! upper courts, the high referendary of which' 
said— -^^ I must be dislodged from Zwerbaeh.^' 

True it is, no such sentence was ever inserted kk- 
their proceedings, and probably he, in turn, ra:ay be 
dislodged from the seat df Judgment, and once tnore 
become the companion of the honourable Zetto, in 
the house of correction. So shall his power be losty 
to dislodge, to banish worthy citizens from the ter-^ 
ritories of Austria. 

- They obliged me at last to purchasie my natundi'- 
zation. t sent to Prussia for my pedigree^ where th^' 
fiunily had been known four hundred years ; the at-« 
testation of this was sent me by Count Hertzborg. 
Although the femily of Trenck had ti hundred years 
been landholders in Hungary, yet was my attorney, 
by order of the court, obliged to solicit the instni-** 
ment called ritter-diphma^ for which, under pain of ^ 
execution, I must pay two thousand florins* Thus 
are men treated in Vienna, and this treatmmit I eer^ 
tainly shall not soon forget 

By decree, a Prussian noMeman is not A<yble lit- 
Austria* In Austria! where every lackey, every 
worthless fellow, can purchase it diploma, making 
Urn a kn%ht <^ the empire, for twelve hundred 
Wretched florins! where moiiey iisi the* only merit 
necessary for acquiring the titk of count! where 
such men as P — '^^ and Orassalkowitz have pur* 
chased the dignity of Paincb ! 
' I am at length suflfer^ to be at rest. They, by 
wliom I was persecuted^ instead of tfeansiag courts* 
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nf :(jmitm) (pleanae iba ^troatii* Tbej may perhaps 
mnm hare coaipany. 

Tortured by courte, t^rified by hail-stonns, I de^ 
tl»mia^ to dr<ead them no more^ determined to de* 
pend on the productions of my pen, and to publish a 
collection of my works in eight volumes, aod this 
biitoiy. of my life. 

Fourteen mondis accomplii^ed this purpose. My. 
kboors £>und a feyoumble reception through all Ger- 
^ Biaiiy^ pDQicured me m<Hiey, esteem^and honour ; aad 
I will now no more struggle throtigh my few re^ 
ttflfaiing years under the burthen of lawsuits, cura- 
tes, f^rendaries, attorneys, courts cif justice, and 
the unworthy in a^uthority, I will live as if I nev^ 
kad possessed any property on this poor earth but 
irbat is ineluded withia my own heaa By my own 
imting^ only will I seek the means of existence ; by 
my writings only, endeavour to obtain the approbar* 
tion and love of me?H 

> Foir this I need not bp of any country, want no 
tftle^ ne protection^ no court favour, no lordships^ 
^D particular place of abode, no uniform, no Fidei 
iommfs^'Cur^itor / I am a free burgher of the world, 
dependent on no earthly prince ; and to my children 
I wiU leave my literary pproperty. This nothing can 
eonfissate^ 

On the 29d of August, 1786, the news arrived that 
JTrederie the Great }^ left this world ! 
. The present reigning monarch, the best among the 
friends of men^ the witness of my suftrings in my 
Bative eountry) immediatdy sent me a royal passport 
|br Bedin* The conflscatioa of my estates was an- 
nulled, nod my deceased brother, in Prussia, had left 
my diijldren his heirs ! 
4 I jounieyy with the Imperial permission, back t9 
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thy cott&iry, which I h^t^h^ett tw(Hiiul<^oi4j^ yeuH 
expelled ! I journey-— not as a pardoned tntde&^toi^' 
but &s a man whose innocence has been establusbed 
by the whole tenour of his actions^ has been ]^ve& 
in his writings, aiid who is journeying to receive hk. 
reward f 

^ere I shall oncQ more encounter my old fHciid%' 
my relations, and those who have known me m the 
days of my affliction. Here shall I appeaif, not aa 
my country's traitot, but as my conntry's nmrtyr !«->- 
the Martyr of Virtue! 

What is the expansion of my soul at obtainiag thai 
for which 1 so long have laboured ! What my joy «ft 
th^ prospect of futurity, at the victory which forti«» 
tude, honour, and trudi, unshaken, hare w6al I 
imagined my end would have been, what my life wa% 
tragical ! But a different scene opens to my. view^ 
Of this resplendent scehe again shall I appear one; 
and now have I to prove J am the v»y man I have 
so often asserted myself to be, in this moumfid his- 
tory. Yet it is a great undertaking for a grey heady 
become grey in- its Contests v^ith fortune, and reqaii^* 
ing retirement and rest. Sldmbering ambition, lulled 
by philosophy, again is roused, animates and in«* 
spires my soul, prompting me to seek that reward fot 
others which once I sought for myself. To tiiem I 
leave my nalme and rights*; to them, whom, not ire- 
quirinc; their consent, 1 called into existence-^who^ 
from the example of their father, contemphtting the 
pest, might imagine this nether world only the hdl 
of man, and that they must first etpect ihb rewards 
of virtue beyond the grave, had they not leamedi 
from my example, dso to expect better of futaij^« 
Yes, foj* my eight children will I stiU live^ I wm 
feonduct them into those paths of honow: IntaHUch 
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me no gloomyy yet bo glorious. 

' Safe am t arrived in haven, a weather-beat^i) bnl 

experienced, shipman, enabled to indicate the hidden 

rocks and qnicksands of this life's perturbed shores^. 

-^— often have I stniek, c^en been wrecked, but never 

foundered. 

Posfiible, Ihoi^h little jnrobable^ ai« still future 
crtorms. For these am I prepared* Long had I ie»* 
son da^y to curse ihe rising sun — and setting, to 
behold it with hcHTor. Death to me ^peais th^ 
greatest benefit ; a certain passage from agitation to 
peace, from motion to rest; I ^r not ti^e terrific 
dreeuns' of futurity. As for Iny children, they, joeu^ 
in youth, delight in present existence^i When I have 
fulfilled the duties of a Either, to live or die will then 
be as I shall |Jease, nor is it impossible but a remark* 
able supplement may folk>w of the strange vicassi* 
tudes of this my life, in which I may speak mora 
openly of things I have been, in prudence, obliged 
partly to cont^. 

Thou, oh God! my righteous judge, didst ordam 
that I should be, that I might remain an example of 
sufiering to the world 5 thou madest me what I am; 
^vest me these strong passions, these quick nerve% 
this universal glow, this thrilling of the blood, when 
i behold injustice. Strong was my mind, that deeply 
it'might meditate on deep suUects; strong my me** 
moiy, that these meditations I might retain ; strong 
my body, that proudly it might su|^ort alt. it has 
]pleased thee to inflict 

Coidd I believe with St. Paul, that there vae indeed 
vessels of wrath fitted for destruction, then I n^ight 
affirm, that to such this wodd were a hell. But not 
so; with the eyea oi philosophy I contemplate A^^ 
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the poor paaeions by whieh hk poor crefttur^s an* 
Uxt^ted. Him have J to thank for enabliog ibg to 
encounter and to conquer a hdst of trpuisles^ i^ ka¥*>. 
ing me Btill in being to reap the fruit of my vietoiies^ 

Should I edntinne to existy should i()enti.iy go with. 
me, and should I know what I was then, when I wai| 
Mlled Trenck ; whmi that combination of particles 
which Nature commanded should oompo^Q this 
bodyiy shall be decomposed, scattered, or ih othivr 
bodies nnited : when I ha^e no muscles, to act^ no 
brain to think, no retina oa which pi^ur^fl can me:* 
efaanically be painted, my eyes wastedyand no tongue 
remaining to pronounce the Creator's nmne, should I 
still behold a CSreator ; tiien, oh then, wiU my spirit 
mount, and indubitably associate with the spints of 
the just, that expectant wait their golden harps, and 
giorious^ crowns, from iha Most High Qod.-^Foi 
Buman failings arising fiom our natures, springing 
from our temperament, which the Creator has or* 
dained, shall be even thus, and no otherwise; fbf 
these have I su£^d oiough on earth ; for these ead 
I have nothing to fear beyond the granre, from |t just 
God, who made me inan, and not angel, and stationed 
aie in that world in whidi his own hand had mingled 
good and evil. 

Such is my oonfesbien of ihith; in this have I 
lived, in this will I die. The duties of a man and 
€^ a Christian I have fulfilled— nay, often have ex- 
eeeded, often have be^ too benevolent, too genera 
ous ; perhaps also too proud, too vain ; I could not 
^hy, al^ough liable to be broken. Many a sleep* 
leitt night has a noble thirst of knowledge made me 
pass. Existence was given man to. be employed—*! 
ahaU h$tm idteep enough to eteraal night. 



That I tiave not served th^ world k iqcIb and ki^ 
ployments where best I might, is perhaps my oWn 
hviXt ; the fimlt of mj manner, which is how t(Mi 
Tadical to be corrected in this niy sixtieth year^ — 
Yes, t acknowledge my filing, acknowledge it un«t 
blushin^y ; nay, glory in the pride of a noble qatursb 
Joy shall spring up and quicken in my heart, when 
my example, th^ instnictions I give to you^, li^iiall 
teach them, idle and thoughtlel^s as they often ar% 
Tirtiie and wisdom^ and thus ensure their happiness, 
Joy shall make my white locks again youthful, whett 
grey beards i^ll leam^from me, to think and ad 
more honourably and to die tranquilly* Joy shall 
again enlighten my soul, when the dec^tM shall 
t>ecome honest, the idle industrious; the ignorant 
learned; the slave a free man ; and the man of sis^ 
Upright, just, and benevolent* 
■ For myself I ask nothing of those who, having 
Tead my history, i^iall become my friends, for no^ 
thinf I need ; but to them do I commit my wife and 
children* My eldest son is a lieutenant in the Tus« 
cany regiment of cavalry, under General Lascy, and 
4does honour to his lather's principles. The second 
serves his present Prussian majesty, as ensign in the 
Fosadowsky dragoons, with equal promise. The 
third ifi still a child. — ^My daughters will mak^ 
worthy men happy, for they have imbibed virtue 
and gentleness with their mother's m^k. Monarchs 
may hereafter remember what I have suifered, ii^hat 
I have lost, and what is due to my ashes^ With tl^a 
reflection, J calmly quit the world. 

Here do I publicly declare — I will seek no other 
revenge against my enemies, than tl^t of despising 
their evil deeds. It is my wish, and shall be m^ 
endeavour, difficult as is the task, tt> forget the past j * 



mi, hmng eomnikted no oftnce, na^er wffi I 
ioHeit Bionarchs for favour md posts of honour; 
hfktj as I have lived a fre^ man) a free man will I due* 

Let the wise and benevplent reader grant me com* 
passion, and, by my exampley avoid mueh of that 
miseiy in which too much rashness, or too litd^ 
ttMitioQ, has involved me, 

' He, whose nntimely ambiti<m impels him to ^n- 
dnrtafcings beTyond h& strength; he who eom^ems 
hhnseifwith affiirs not propedy his own; he who 
aiiects himself into a refonaa^r of this wQrJd'j$ abuses^ 
will be the martyr of virtue, or pedu^ the dupe of 
foUy; and after having lived persecuted, va^ evea 
have liie fortune to die despised. 

I conclude this part of my history on the evemng 
preceding my joumey to Beilin. J^ow, when I take 
leave of my beloved wi& and childten^ grant, oh God» 
lliat for them I may joumey I— Ood grant I may en- 
counter no new afSictions, to be inserted in this tn^ 
eal lnstory.----^fl]gher and better be my hopes. 

TBENCK, 

December I8th, 17S6. 

I concluded the preparations for my Journey to 
Berlin, whence the magnanimous Frederic William 
sent me the desired nassport. This joumey I cheer- 
ftdly prepared to undertime ; but my ever enidous fiite 
threw me on the bed of sickness, insomuch that small 
hopes remained I ever shojuld again behold the eoun^ 
tiy of my forgathers or outlive the moment which 
I had been twenty years in anxious expectation of 
beholding. I seemed following the Great Frederic to 
the mansions of the dead ; then should I never have 
concluded the history of my adv^turous life, or ob- 
^ tained the victory by which I am now so gloriously 
«rowned. 



A inttilft}r of ck/gfrndeB being overcome, I found if 
necessary to taske a journey into Hungary, whiclf 
wa0 one of the lAost renovating and pleasant of taf 
whole life. 

Wherever I went, espeeiidly at Ofen and Pest, I 
ftietUiat honourable reeeption^, that sensiblli^ of 
sont, the fall enjoyment of Which he only can fed 
trho «oIcly seeke the approbation of the wise, ^e 
Worthy, and the just I have no words to express 
my fitisneatione,' my ardent wishes for the wdifiire of a 
nation, where I met so many proo^ of honourable 
iUemlship. Wherever t appeared I was welcomed, 
and followed wi^ that love and en^nsiasm which 
irtojy vWaii the fti^ers of their eonntry. The valour 
of my eonein Trenck, who <yed ingloriously in the 
^idberg, the loM «f my great Hungarian estates, Aie 
&ne of my wriiings, and Uie cruelty of my sufier^ 
ings, had gone bdbre me. These must I thank for 
m receplitm which I never can forget. The officers 
of tiie army, the nobles of the land, alike testified 
the wan^tii of their esteeib. 

Such is the reward of the upright ; such too wre 
ihe proofs that this nation knows the just value of 
fertitnde aoid virMe. Have I not reason to glory in 
this; lo piMish my gmtitude, and to recommend my 
children tb those who, when I am no more, shaa 
dare uprightly to determine concerning the rightfll 
which have unjustly been enatched from me in Hun« 
gary ? For mys^ I am content, nay rewarded, wheii 
Commiserated as a mart3rr to ihe love of truth, of 
which I have ever stood the undaunted advocate. 

Not a man in Hungary, those only excepted who 
were intetestedin my oppression, but wdl proclaim* 
I have been tmtesdy dealt by ; yet have 1 good reft* 
mM^i& 0ttqpabt I never shi^ find redress. Sentence 



l^aibeeD tlready given; ju4ge8) mate honest, oui^t, 
Wthout ixSacvihiy, reverse old decrees \ and the pf»-* 
flfflit poesecMiorp of my fine«8U^e»aie aUio too powev*' 
fal, too intimate with the governors of the e^th^ fojp 
Bie to hope I dball hereeAer be more Impjpy. God 
Imowcf my faeart;«— I wish the {wesent possesaof* 
9987 render service to the state equal to those text* 
dated by the fiunily.of the Treneks, or to those Unl 
femily would have -rendered, had its capabili^f and 
the uprightness of its intenlions, been sooner and 
anore properly estimated* 

There is little ppobaUliQr I should ever behold m^ 
worthy and ncUe fiiendsin Hungary lDOie» Hraa 
I bid them adiei% promising them to ^ndeav^nr to 
pass the remainder of my life still «o as to menl tbo 
i^robation of a people^ with whose ashes I would 
most willingly have mingled iny owb» May the Crod 
ef heaven prosper their undertcdungs ! Hay the Grod 
of heaven preserve ef«ry Honganan from a foto 
similar to mine ! a &te, wliich still npredtessed, I 
sufier; and, with sighs and deipair, to su&r mmrt 
stiU continue. 

The Croats have ever been i»dcoi]ied rude and 
uncultivated. In Vienna men talk oi thek seminamsy 
their academies, and theur science ; yet among this 
Hide and uncultivated people t found more aph- 
scribers to my writings than maong all the leacMd 
men of Vienna, ^nd in Hungary more than in all tk» 
remainder of the Austrian dominions^ 

The wise literati of the capital ta» litde in qoeat 
of freedom. The Hungarians, the uidettered Croats 
seek information. The polished people of Vienna 
ask their cc^fessors permission to read instcnctiv^ 
books. Various subscribem, having toad the £mt 
folume of my worics^ broci^t it bacjky rerdemaatdnEid 
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lliek money^ because some monk had uM ihem it 
^aa a book dangerous to be lead: The veiy judges 
oC their courts have refsold them to the booksellers 
for a few pence, or given Uiem to those who had the 
eare of their consciences to bum. 

The Hungarians hay« read with avidity; have 
thanked me most sincerely for the instruction they 
had received, an^ the attempts I had made to destroy 
vulgar prejudices. In Vienna alone was my life de- 
varied as a ircmiaQce ; in Hungary, on th^ contmry, I 
found the compassicHi of men, their friendship, and 
eiectual aid. Had my book be^i the production of 
aa Englishman, good wishes would not have been his 
^nly reward : lords and ladies would have subscribed 
to have procured him ease, and the state itself would 
have selected him as a man who, in justice, must 
Jhave retribution. 

We poor German writers have censors and inte* 
rtoted critics to encounter, if we would sp(»k truth, 
and ulonask injustice; and, if a book finds a ra^nd 
M^e, meuji and dishon^t printei^ issue spurious edi* 
tions, defrauding the author of his labours. Such 
{privileged wretches derive pr(^t from theft, yet asso- 
ciate themselves in companies, appear in the sode^ 
of honest men, and are enabled, by their ill-gotten 
gains, to purchase patents of nobility in Vienna : yet 
•ourts of justice, that would execute a man as a 
thief, whom hunger had compelled to steal a loaf of 
bread, behold thi^ practices with indifference* Such 
goverpments are ignoiant of the real influence of 
knowledge on the wealth and power of states. To 
Iceep the useful writer poor and unprotected, <» not 
to incite his industry by. honour and reijirard, is po» 
titicai ignorance, and error c^ mfinite im^tance^ . 
. , Want of teachers is wioit of jcao^ledge^ Jtlea^. 

22 
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•g^uk, unmipported, '^iH' qtfit -theftr iototty; or, if 
tlvey remain j aviU he devotrred V^ ehagrm and con- 
rioting passions, or waste their lives in exeitlotiB 
merely meelmnical. Industry unrewarded slumbers 
inactive; and whercf ttue science is not, there vM 
tile libraries and iifinds of men be lt>aded with con- 
temptible and destructive iheologicitt'di^tttes. P^iesft- 
eraft and Rome Honrish, and the ^tate i^emftins M 
ignorance. U^eJftil men «re wanting m boimtriei^ 
HvhiOfe the canons of the churdh aiid military taetfcs 
can sniijeet and destroy^ but dmiiot enlighten and 
regenerate. 

The ettcottiflagemttit t)f -the learnt pr^dttc^ aMfe 
and scientific teachei^s, and, froni iheii* semhiaries^ 
men of genius occasionally come forth. "IF obMgeiJ 
to write for iheir dafly br^, ihe mindaf of such toeh 
begin to despond; paid by the sheet, they wrtte 
hastOy, instead of producing those beaut^l original 
works, of *which they are cabbie.. The World is 
ihtts inundated whh books and pamphletiS; ^'e un* 
diiseeming reader knows hot which to sekfct; ^ 
more intSligeht are disgusted, or do not t^d ai all; 
and ft work of merit thus becomes as li^le profitable 
to the lnuthpr ai^ to ihe state. 

TPhe reader' will pardoii thfe digression, aiid wffl 
farther permit 'me to remark, that those dritical writ* 
ings, the inftent of itrMch is only to discover ikiflts 
in, and blame afl other writings, serve butto depress 
the first eflforts of' genius, and injure the best of' HU"* 
thbrs'itt the opinion of the iU-judgihg; yetfrc t^ho 
6r!ticises will gain as much as he vtho invents. 
' 'Those whoTiave Tead the i^tfiigs of Gellertiore 
Hffll desirous of heating what dander and envy have 
tp allege. Curiosity hiduces us to 'seek fte aid of 
ctthksjHthat we itiay discover ft^ irpots id ttte tfOn : 



iai4^tbose .ibo ii|i^)ie n^aaer iqawiQes h» has, ee^ 
when the impostor, that presents the telescope, baa 
fgcvur'wmlf spoUed thc| glass. 

The man who inveiits doi^s not soul^ at those wha 
«|teiid only to the order of words, or th^ plapifig; of 
^I0ixmma^ or who, detect him in.havjng, for a ppniaE^t 
forgptten his gmmiQiar :. yet 4uch insects muat exist, 
Ths> caterpillar will desU'qy the blocvn fOf the peachy 
|M<y, will ^Tour, the fruit v but what should be said 
to the garidener w1m» therefore roots, up the tree, on; 
im Ic^ its braiiches. aa to render it bainre^— rwhy^ 
iodeed) should her plant tho thistle in ita place ? . 
'/ I left Vieiina 4^ )he dth of January, and. caiaQ tq 
Prague. Here I found nearly the same repcy;)tioii a^ 
in .Hi|g^[ary ; my writinga had been universsulj read. 
GAla^ea0>noblm«%aiidvnQble ladies,.treatedmi^ with 
Uke favour an^ friendship ;-=^may they,^ they merit) 
lire happy IB conpiubjiil love! May the monarcb 
knqw hetw to iBEalne^ and. epiploy men of generous 
feelings and enlarged, u^derstandinga, whom here, 
f^Qiilniry ta expeietatioii, I fcmnd ! 

Ireluctantly bad^ adieu to Prague, and continue^ 
my journey to Berlin* Qere in Bohemia, I took 
laave df my sopiy a. lieutenant in the second regin^nt 
of carbineeni^, who aftw his grey-headed father, an^ 
hia two )>rodveIS,..dle^tined for &e Prussian service]^ 
d(q[iwrt He felt tiie fnll weight of this separation : 
I vc^inded him of. his; duty to, tb^ s^att^ he sexved—- 
I spoilt of the £»rful iaie.of his uncle and father u\ 
A»stria,'a|id of the possesaoais of pur vast estates ii^ 
HuiigMry. — B^ ahfunk back-ra look from his fathec 
pierced bim to tto aoi^l-^tears st9od ia. his eyes-^ 
bia yoiHhftd blood floi^d^ quick, and the fQllowiiu| 
expressions burst suddenly^ from his. lips*^' I call 
fiwl l^.irit»«i th^il :l«^.pijw^ wsctf worthy; of 
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my father's name) nxid ^at white I live, his oiemilatf 
ishall be mine !" 

What are the feelings of a Mher who in his son 
Embraces his friend f His brothers w'ept, nor could 
I retain my tears — ^the best opportunities ^cjse to 
instil the best of principles; and hei^ I remind tMn 
of the holy covenant we then made-*H:(harging thenr 
to read this, and remember it when I am laid low in 
the grave. The monarch who shall wish to retain 
them in his service, may rest assured of their fidelity, 
^eal^ and their poweis of mind. Actuated l^ thb 
noblest spirit of ambition, they will endure no ho^ 
hour; and so, not enduring, only Will they fulfil my 
Wishes and commands. 

At Peterswalde, on ^e road to Dresden, my car* 
riage broke down : my life was endangered, and-my 
son received a contusion iti the atm. The erysipelas 
broke out on him at Beilin, and i coiddi not present 
him to the king during a month after my airival. 

I had been but a short time at Beiiin, befcne the 
well-known minister, Count Hertzberg, with whost 
I, had been Acquainted at Akc-Ia-Ohapdie, received 
me with all possible kindness. 
, The {Measure] received at Berlii!iwa»grciit indeed. 
When 1 went to court, the honest citizens crowded 
to see me : aiid when any one among them said-*-* 
* That is Trencfc P the rest would cry— ^* Welcome 
6uee more to your country!" while many would 
HeidLch me their hands, with the tears standing in their 
eyes. Frequent were the scenes 1 e^peiieneed isi 
mis kind. No pardoned malefactor would have been 
thus received J^^Oh, no !-^It was the sweet rewaid of 
Jnnocence: this reward was fully bestowed through- 
init' the Prussian territories. 
' Oh, World, d^eeived by-^ow I Doat thda not 
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am of Aia eK«mpktfy p»K»r. In MagildMiMrg I hiyf 
fllm»^ to iha lfaH)» la^. yeaits, sighing 4n wretefa^«* 
ttfu9s^«u|km)g eteiy eadbnity of Imngar^ cohi^iiaJced4 
nfimi &4<l ^nteiapt. Aad- wfaert^OMi? Because *tiMi 
bBig.4«oei¥ad h(f siattdMers^ pieaioimced'me wbcthy 
«£ ,|jiiuiid»iient. BsdaluBeaiwrtse jking imstook m^^ 
aa^. tinte d jna wife badbanrity. Because a^j^rodeat 
Itj^fimaw hsi had dwae wrong;, yet ^6\ihik not hbvd 
i|,S(a Sii{^aed;^ Soivjaa his; heart tuned to irtoBe; 
M9» fil^Ft^oi bf Hisn]^ f(n^u4e> was enraged to 
cruelty* . ' 

;. T«t>maie^ of wfcar iaifpte^ tB< Bsiiin. 
r. . &pm%. daya afilev t iiad been^pres^ited i» the king^ 
^d; fii^Hpi^' ,with tto.qi«e^% I eiitr^ateda pnmt^ au^ 
dl^c0^..and9 m the IBt^ o( JPcbreikiyy Teoetved the 

following letter: — 

, . _ • 

'^ «rh' aiiswer to your lefter of the 9tH. of this 
thcuith, which has oeeh given rtie, 1 gladly i^lforra 
you, that if yoii will come to me to morrow, at five 
To'dock in the afternoO|i, I shall have the pleasure to 
«ee' and speak with you \ meantime I pray God tp 
fike yt>u into his holy kaejiinff, 

Fbederic WiLLuaj. / 
< 'i^lSferlH Feb. 12, ITSt.'* 

f^ Tfhe f0i3(ie^ with ijirhiieh I eikpaetad this wislied- 
An; iiil^Fview niay* well he opAeeifed. I/fouiid.the 
ji^Ki^siaa/Tituf^ alciue, firid he- Qaatinued m conyraa»> 
tioHwitb me 9>Qre thaii a»i hoiif. 
« Horn- e^desee«i[ling9 koi^w klml wtas the monarch ! . 
M9F &^t-*-Uf>^ ^bly did hfe cansole me for tbe 
jm^l •|oW'^^^y^i#ctillift a«sumwi€i.of fiivteur 
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power my yfhole «oul I He had read die Idstcny of 
my life. \^en Prince pf Prui»8m, he had* been an 
eye^witnessy in Afagdebuifv ^ ^7 martyidomy and 
my attempts (o escape. Many eifcunciatance^ he re^ 
eolketed himself ; and' he inquired of those, \irho had 
heen present, and \i^ho ^onnrmed the truth of my 
napatif e, and the seysrity of my ealamities.-*^Lofi^ 
stitAl I remonber these; fcHrtwiate monlehte ; yet thede 
are fl^d. His .majesty parted from me i^ith lekend 
of eonfinned esteem and ooiide8censicm.r-— My eyes 
bade adieu, bitt my. heart remained m the maHile 
ehamber, in company with a prince c^bleof isen* 
sations so di^ified ; ami my wishes §6r his welfitf« 
and eternal happiness. ) 

I have since tiavelled thrpi^h *4iie j^resrter pni of 
the Priissian states. Where is the^coun^in which 
the people Mve all satisfied ? Many eoniplamed of 
oppression, hard times, or indtwtiy ii]ire#aided ' My 
general answer was — - < 

^ Friends, kneel witli the xi»mg sun^ and thank the 
God of heaven that you are "Prussians. I have seefl 
and known much of this world, and I assure yo% 
on my honour, you are among the happiest peoj^e 
in Europe. Causes of complaint every where exist; 
but [you have a king, neither obstinate, aiiibitiou% 
covetous, iior cruel ; h.l^ will is, that his people should 
have cause of content, and, should he err by cbftQce, 
his heart is not to blame if the' subject sufl^rs." 

To the tfu!th of thisy'I pledged my veraeky; lam 
'Well know^ not to be a flatterer; I speak what I have 
-seenj I vent^he thou^ghts of my heart; 1 write from 
conviction, and not with Ute insidious hope df i^wafdL 

The eyes of all Europe are at present directed to* 
<wanls Berlin-^ea^er t6 learn whether Frederic IVH- 
liam vrill be able to «usta!a Ihe vaM aild arOfieial 



Mbiie nned )>3r his pr^decesscHr* ! ti^ sjiBtemalize 

Imt-httle-^Pivkl state iRCCMrtr^yertibleiaets* 

Fnnsi^ is iieitttei; wanting in abl€, aetive^ nor , 
litenied nieii. The warndth of pianots- glows iii their 
ireins.^ Thesl^ul of; the great Frederic styi inspires 
the HMtdiine, and /Uiere is Uttle doubt but* that its 
wheds\wiil not be clogged by innovation. Should 
tkk pkn be steadily punmed, th«re will be no €on« 
lusios of tongues in the tower of BafoeJ, and thos9 
who wish ite destruction wiH have great difficulties 
to kmncnuil Every l^ii^ remaiiis with equal 9ta« 
bHiQr^as under thd reign of Frederio; and, should 
the thunder buret, the ready conductors will render 
tfao bolt inefieoiual. ■ - ' 

^ Hertzbei^'slill labotirs in tb^ cabinet, still thinki^^ 
wvitjBs, and aois as he heia tlone 1^ years. The king 
is desirous that justice sliall be done his subjects^ 
and will punish, perhaps with more severity when- 
•if<er he ^ida himself deo^ved, than from the good* 
ness of his disposition might be supposed. The 
-tveasfiry is fo^ the army continues the same, and 
. there is Ihtle reason to doubt but that industry, popCt-^ 
latioii, and weakh will increase. 

Y^t it is ardently to bedesired ^t commerce might 
be promoted by treaties with foreign nations ; hidustiy 
encouraged; monopolies totally abolished ; the priee 
<^ provisions reduced } mannlistctilvers less bnrtheued 
bj taxes; punishments rehd^ped' more mild ^ tolem- 
iion made more universal ; fofeigners no longer kid* 
M^ped ; ftromises h^ sacred, and free egre^ and 
9«gress given throughout the Prussian^ provhioes. 
None but the vile and wicked wv^d- leave ^e Iting* 
dom ; white the oppressed^ and best subjeds of other 
staites wonki ily^their na^e couiitry, certain'of find* 
ing: epoouragiQMnt md secinrity in 



The pcirioMl <iualiliM <tf Frederic WBl^ flienft 
to be descabed. He is iaii and kwdaomB^ fan itik» 
ie niye^ac^ and his ac6iiBif»Iishmeiita o£ moA nod 
bodjr would proeure him &e lofre of men^ weir kd 
not a king; He ia aftye without deceit^ firiendljr 
aad kind in ^QSTersatioB ; and stately whcir^ atatd^ 
neat ia necaasaiy. His' slop is firm, hia voice «3m>* 
vwiAt his tone eonMBandnif^ his heact eapable of Ihd 
Bohiest sentiments, and ao. i>e&efvolenly tJnU: hia grealH 
f|sl haf^pihess was in that of odiess.. He iei bonntifid^ 
hiU not pyc^e; he> knows that, wilSioiH.ccoiiaiiyv 
the Pniasian power miiat sink. He is not tomsntedt 
1^ the spirit of conquest^ he wishes, faamtto: bo na« 
tion, yet will he not certaioly sufier other nati<»s ta 
make enoroaehmeots^ nor wOl he be iarrified hy me- 
naces. That he is a soldier anc^ a.feiieml, his gread 
instructor and pretfeeessor has long since b«mi» teaf 
timony. He is likewise eoavinced how necessary ik 
if that the kiag of a unitary state sheidd be the 
friend of militaiy men. 

The wise Fiedesic, when liviiig^ ihougk himaeiv 
learned, and a lorer of the sciences, never eneomafijiGl 
them in his kingdom. Qecmany, under his leigny 
wight have foi^tt^ her kmguage^ he p r e fenred Uie 
]fttemlare of Fiancst Konigi£erg, pnce the seniBaipry 
of die North, contains at ipresent few. piolttsson at 
atttdenta; the ^o^mer aie Jdkn. into duBrepnle^. and 
ave ill paid 4 the latter repair to Lsifisieaiad GottengeoL 
We have every leasiHt ta st^posethepieseDt asoniv^ 
thotugh no studious man hamseil^ will eneoui^^ tlw 
Madeaiies of the literati, that kamed mm in jnrbf 
^oadienef and tfae scnwaeesiaay aot he wanting; whidt 
iwimt is more ta be apfneheaded, as the nobSt^ 
JIUlftt,. without exeeptimi^ eewe in theaottyr^'So tiurt 
learning had b«i few adhwantsi and fthflBa.ase^dapii|Mi 



Lnm #r vmmbkt Tialfcs. Ml. 



of the flmaS'Of iBsproyemeiit. The mtioii, 
m X\m age is anation of soldiers only-) will fiad itself 
iDlenar to competitors; nor will Fredenc Wmiam 
govern with an iron scepti^ or consign his solely tor 
Sie slaughter-house. He wiU not be the sultan of 
riaves. Superstition, stupidity, fear, and the whip^. 
are the support of die dei^t; he is a monarch who^ 
by teaching faiBsuhfects to love and revere him, will 
excite them to the performance of their duties. These 
duties are promoted by the promotion of knowledge ; 
' consequently tiie Prussian academies will revire^ 
suppressed as they hare been by the military syst^oa 
of IVederie. 

Frederic W:aiiam is alse too much the fidend of 
men, ta torture, or ta suffer diem to pine in prisons^ 
He willnot use the whip to bend the Prussian back 
k> slsvery! He likewise abhors the barbarity with 
which the soldiers are beaten; his officers will not 
be fettled band and foot : slaviiah subordination will 
be bamsked, and the noble in heart will be the noUe 
of die hnd. He who deceives such a prince de« 
serves double punishment* May he, in his peojde^ 
find perfect cmitent f May his people bescver woin* 
thy o( such a prince ! Long may he reign, and may. 
his ministers Ife ever enlightened and honourable 
men! Such is my ardent prayei^f-^Such too is the 
portrait of a .monitrch whom I have praieed ; not 
because of his dtle or his power, but his wcMrth; and 
because it is his delight to make the good and vu>i\ 
tuous happy. 

He sent for me a second time, and conversed mu^ 
with ne,and confirmed those ideas wliich my first 
iotermw had inspued; and I Bm fully ^oaviaoed I 
have hot mistaken his character. 

On the 11th of March I presented my 80% at 



Prmbuoi wpnce^ The Idag iiimteAialffly hwt/tmei 
a commisuoa on hint in ike Pofltdcrwdp^ dragaNHKHii 
at my eiqpecial reqaesL The difficid^ of obtuiik|f 
sack a comnlisaiony widiont .having £nit aenred as ut 
aaa^n, k wdi known; Ihia wasflfaafeibie, a-.puK 
lieaktr £i<voHi andhoaoar, and my son has theatoiiK 
to expeet, siaee his majesty* has UmaelC fraoiaadf 
his promotioia. 

l^KKw him at the review a^ Velauyand his snpenor 
^fficen fonned great e^qkeetations fi'om hia aeaL 
Thns I have done the duty of afedier by a^ sfaiar 
time will discover whether he who is in tha Austria% 
dr this in thfe PrasnaB scn^ce^i will first obtsin the 
xewards due to their fiither : and to tbe< atate tba* 
&at does snch an aet of jnctier wiii I heqaealfa. mg^ 
third son. Should l^ey bodt Bemaiat aaoolioed, I 
will bestow him on the great Trnjc, adlier tihait oar 
Enropean eoucts, whence eqasty to tan and aune is 
banished. Luck^y my children are no moBascSi^a 
Tassids; Ihey were bovn in the fkee Anperial dty Qf« 
Jkix-hhChapelle ; therefore is their vriSl unfetlaMid^ 
and they may^ widi hoaour^ sedc bseadl is aaijr 
oooatty. 

Ta Austria I owe no thaBka>-^pall9 that; could ba 
taken from me was taken. I was. captain befdie i 
antered tiiose tendtDiies^aad afkr ao^aadrthir^ yeanr 
service I find myself in the rank of invldid vuioxt 
Less I eoald not be>--rlfy duty I moae: than inl^ad^ 
and wept in chains and dungeons so maiiyr yaava^ 
flpot from aay findt of aune^^becaase i.waa phndered, 
icdd, betrayed by Aastnaa residantsyinitsta ttn ttear 
tobasi^^ laid persecotora at YlsBaab Tha psoof of 
ail I have asserted, and of how litlia I am indebted 
H tbia««|t^ is aao^inteattettibl^fliace^tbihiatoxy 



'{mblicljr^old at ¥feniHi. The saaoe proof exists m 
'Berlin, ^ere my^ natnUm is tmivereallj rend, imfl 
niy veracity' establish^. 

It Is very femarkal^, Ibat one only di thee^lit 
^difieers, as one of wlioiii I «enred, in ^ bbdy-gptmrd, 
•in the year 1745^ thoogh it is no'w two-«nd*-forty 
yMlTB' since, TfB dead. liententtst-Colond Count 
-BlameiilfkaMives in Fe«lin>; FeAnewite is comniaiider 
of the knights <3f ^aha : both gai^ me a polite and 
^mSIf redffptioa. Boith were acqmanted with the 
nsk-cumstances and manner in which Jascfaineky d^ 
hmed the king, to my min. Waigniits is lieatenasl- 
^generil ik ^e semee-ef i^lesse-Cassel : he was. my 
^nt <eommdej imd was petfleotly aeqoainted wi& all 
*lhat had' happened. KaBErenter and Orothnsen IfTe 
^on ^dr e^tes, and J^si^him^ hiknself is now alive 
in Koirigsberg, but known, despised, superaramated, 
md tortured by sickneiNs and itemorse. I hnve iieV«r 
Visits hitn, iior can I suppose he wiidil^ 1 ^onld. 
He, instead of punishment^ has forty years esfoyed 
« pension ^f a thoosand rbcnioHavs ; consequently 
ilas cost the state forty thousand -rix-dollars. I hare 
-seen my lands confeoaited, of 'the ineome of wliicfa 
Thtfve been iWrty-two years deprived, and never y«t 
Teficeived rettibWion. > 

Sttcb is the way ef ' the wcMld ! Frederic robbM 
'•Ihe w6rth^ eiti^en of his rights aiid with a part of it 
Tewarded such a man as Jasohinsky. 
' Time must«deoide; the king is 'generous, imd I 
-iikif«to6nrachprideto become a beggar. Tfaenasie 
'l)f Trenek Jimll be m the history of aota of Fr«- 
*dl^rie. This, though I should not desire it^ I could 
not prevent. A tyrant himself, he was die dave f^ 
iosftiMtitm\^v»imeamhi»k^^ supposed lie^' 
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deceived) did not th&^ aH lofgji«f :iitto fanoeeifce 
urorth the trouble. . To be Ashaoied pf doiiif tigtity 
boeauee he hcia dose wn^, or to p^wt-in trrot^ 
that fools, for fools only cai}, may thiak him tti&lli- 
ble, is iei dreadful princif^e ina ruler. While the. 
obstinate iPrederic lived^ no Biaa^ dared >to {nronounee 
my, name; no man durst own hhnself my frnnd. 
He is dead; when I aiu^so, no pillar of dtshoaoor 
<^mU rise oter my grave: my epitaph dmll ba-^ 
^. Alas ! Uiat thou' wert known too late I" , 

Since I have been at Berlm, and was reeeived 
there witfe so many testimonies of fiaeadsbip and fa- 
rour, the news{>aper» of Germany h%re published 
various articles cbncLatiing me^ perhaps with the bes^t 
of wUAies, intending, to cc^itiibute to my honour or 
ease. They have, however, beeii s<»Beljme» inissH 
formed. They have ass^ited H great pension has 
been settled on me in Bedin ; but, on my honour,! 
affim 1, never »>ked « peMion. They ha« «ud my 
eldest daughter is a{^ointed th^ goveniessof th^ 
young princess. This perhlipe, has heeaoi the. jok« 
of some witty correspondent; for my ekiestdau^tcir 
is but fifteen, and stands in need of a governess h&t^ 
self . Perhaps they may suj^^ose me mean enough, 
6om ostentation, to circulate fiilsehood: perhaps* 
they suppose they do me service^ Of give ma plea» 
sure, by piAl£fting as ftcts, honouis or rewards for 
which 1 hope^ It may bo malice, and a desire to 
injure me ; it nray be the very reverse : in any ca^e, 
itis^tio pleasure to me^ and n^ay have ill effects. An 
honest mm » never wiAoat enende., who wiU 1^ 
bour to prevent any £ood thai might happen to hiniy 
and who ar^ terrified if they imagine he might b^ 
c<Hiie ihe £ivourite of a king. 

jl.ahpidsi daily received letteis^fipQiil aU F^iti of 



tmumtioaa a£ tiMsieelaig heart aie evident The hkk 
tmy ^niy liffthasm^iteda|pGnei«li^l^^ Th<>M 
iijiirievrcMi who haire been, impaaftidi haste my thanka; 
thoae vihj9»' nifl^cfc my ^nunty, or e&deavanr to 
dMiyioy vod^ raust be'ttUBvandrby lA^a^fwal to 
ftalSL That ms^ htatoxy rektea BMny im^habia 
^ev^jBif and vaiifaar leannblaa 9f somattca ^lan a work 
<Qf /biQgn^byt. ia not* 0^. iiait; extntoadiniH^ aeci^ 
danla I ^te eBOowKldrfd^ and «actiaor^Bary neck* 
deota rnUai relate.. My {Mupose m writing was the 
iMhtMtknt of tmths; nor MB. Lfo&.acteMwd,e9DBi^ 
£91^ Atoaa who.do nai.kii^w, oi/iriio do not ooaaidei^ 
wa raaaooi^aiid who aie prl||iidic^ ag|9ia^ a maa 
pleadiuQf.Ua own oauae. > Weie i to aditeBqpt to de^ 
PfKirfiihe.publiq, I were iadaed unwovthy. Anumg 
the number of these letters Was one^ which I reo^vt' 
fd:im«a thekaiMad^Bahadt^fvolbaxHrai^alk, dated 
April 10, 1787, wherein he says — ^ Receivis^'^obk 
|Gr««aMi^.t)|e ardwt thapka' of oae^ who,, like you, 
1^ attPO«a|apied diffieullm, y«t>ibr in&riar to those 

ea^ooimtared* Ton indoed^ with gigantiestreagth^ 
tfo jnat .a boilt of foesy and nMy aonquered. Tha 
mmkv(fM» attacked me also : 1 alaatwaa persecuted 
d^puMlA. Tha^aidour (rfmyta^i^pecaigagedmeia 
fmnye^ h^mA eotetpdibe : and I too han» bem. devonrt- 
id by ft noble pride <tf heart I waa the eaemy ta 
}lkyspffcmy^ aodi.d^iids^ied to be a pifaraait& of pruiGe& 
FjHim tK>wii' to tow% fppm imd: to. kaid^ I was. pun- 
Bued by piieatcmft $iA fec^eautioai; yat, i» despite of 
lt#elao|aAa WfA porerty, I a$fi|uaifMELfame. . i^^d for 
D^fnga a»id r^^iaae to the atadeaof Fiadaric,b«tfaiiiui 
Ihaaa not^ V have je^t 3fea» JiJiomud under affietioa 
miik mmmfi^ p«»i(^imjMe,.httt/hat» Ibimd 90 rer 
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iam; bfteda]ileriiilfim>ar,nev«r. Even tn the' sfiKtett 
of Fiederic.the hfttied of prieM parsaed me. Wdm 
cnit and xamk^ lantfoliDg- my own destiny, tbfe fais- 
lory of your life, wortl^ sii^ fell into my hmds^ and 
ppured bakam into my wonnds* There, indee<^ I 
aaw.suflenags unmeamimble; there, indeed, beheld 
fortitudf^ most worthy admimtioff* The ' diagrin that 
preyed upon, the despair thai rent my fae£rt, ML 
Compared to you, of what eould I oQmpkdni Be- 
ceive, noUe German, my wanneBl thaidts ; whiles I 
li^e ^ey shall flow. AndNehouldyoa find a foitii« 
nate moment,, in the presenee of yom^ king, speak ei 
me as one eonsigncMl to p(Mreaty — as onewhdM 
talents are bniiedin oblivion. Say to him*^-^ Mighty 
king! s^tch forth thy hand, vad dry up his teafSk' 
I know the nobleness^ of yoor nund,'and donbt mit 
your good wishes.^' 

To the professor?s letter I retamed the foIlowiii|; 
answer:-— - • 

'^^ I was af^cted, sir, by your lett». I nerer yet 
was unmoved, when the pen was obedient to tlie ^is 
tates of the heart. I fed for your sitnatlbn : ud if 
my example can teaeh wisdom even to the wise, I 
have, indeed, cause to trinmph. This' is the sweetM 
of rewards. At Berlin I have receivi^d much honour, 
but little more. Tlie courtier fawns, obtains labour, 
fiivour, and gifte. He who seeks justice tnistakes his 
road. Men are deaf to him ^ho confides ody in bin 
right. What have I gained ? Shaddw fame forn^ 
self, and the Vapour c^hop^fcnrmy heirs! 

^< Truth and Tremdt, my good iHend, flMrish ntfl 
in courts, Tou comi^au of prieatdaft fie vHun 
attacks a nest .of hornets must expect to be etung. 
He. who would disturb their amlntion and coveieuiH 
ness, he who. speaks against the ftlse t^pimooe tttty 



setttter^eonflMers notprkwto uid tbrir mm, vrhkH is 
W daaate the stapid,*aiid «iapify the wise. A host of 
knaves in Maek, «et to |H^moto their earthly in^* 
Ms : aaid, strange to tell^the Qjoixote who shall dai^ 
UMlest them^ must abo encountier the ai^r ef even 
the latioaal! Deprecate tl^r wra^, avoid iheir poif- 
soned shafts, or th^ will infect thy peace, will blast 
th^ budding hosionis. And wherefore shonld wa 
faicttrthi» danger? The wovld.will ever be, the aame* 
To eure ignofWMseor euor is impossible. Silence 
iGk oft«i not only vf^mdence, but wisdooa. Let us then 
9ilenlly«leal to our graves,^and thus shall we escape 
ttte breath of eniry. What ia the pi:^pet-sI>ow of 
li& ? He who diotdd enjoy all even thought could 
grasp, would yet have but little^ Having acquired 
this l^Qiwledge,' the paasiiMis of the sotd are lulled to. 
apathy. I. b^old error, and I laugh : ^o thou, mf 
fiisend^ laugh also. If that can comfort us, men wHI 
4o our ihemoiy justiee-^when we are dead ! Fame 
l^bnts her laurels over the grave, and there th^ 
flourish best. Baron Trenok. 

Apitl aO, 11^87. 

" P. S. I have spoken, worthy professor, the £i$el^ 
ings of my heart, in answer. tp your kind panegyric. 
You will but do me justice when you believe I 
think jemd acta£i I write. With respect to my influ- 
ence at court, it is just as insignificant at Berlin as at 
Vienna, or at C9nstantinople." 

\A«iong the various letters I Jiave received, as it 
m^ answer a good purpose, I hope the reader will 
not thkik . the insertion of the following improper. 
They okay be itead by some benevolent persop, who 
may have pow^ to speak, in behalf of one who is 
•vtd^itly not oi^y. distressed, but 9t man of very conr 
siderable talents. 
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' fn & lettnp ftcM aii aniBMi'Wii'QOiTCi^oncwiily nHfcw 
desired me to speftk ibr this- pecttHt ftt BeiliB; tigfat 
tPStaem were endowed. Thej cane from Ae alwivi 
.fenon in diBtress lo this tBonespaiidciit; $ad I wt» 
reqnenced to let them apf^ear ib the Beriin OMette, 
As these l^stters ekme from Siiesia imoix^iioiifeiiy t» 
hand, and as I fotmd it obtdd ansi^er no good par* 
pose, I cBd not publiih lliem as -was reqviMi : tot 
my eorrespondent oamKrtrtake it amisB &at 3 -sfaooU 
•eleet three of them, and here pmnat diera to the 
sroiid^ as it oan do his fruoid too injilry,*whiie Amr 
describe an indiappy irictim of an eKtraofdiaiarylBDJy 
and may, perhaps, obtain him some redress or lette^ 
Sbonld this hope be terified, I am p^monally «o^ 
qmiinted with him 4^0 wishes to rernak eonceiM^ 
ean send him aid, or iatradnea hiin to &m lea^m^ 
ledge of sueh as might wish to interfere in hn b^ 
hsMl Should they not, the reader stitiwffl Aid wiril- 
written and afi^tbig lette r s ■ s n eh as may impim 
eompassion. My owa "Sitaatimi pewits me not to 
plead for another, nor affords me the mama of re* 
lieving the unfortunate. The foUowkig is tie first 
pf those I think .prcy^ to select. 

liEfTTEai 1. 

» Neidand, Feb. 12^ 1787. 

<^ I thought I had so satisfactorily answered you 
by my last, that you would have left me in peaceful 
|K)ssession 0tmy sorirows ; but your mnnMiess re- 
marks, entreaties, and remotMitraneeB,.sueeeed each 
other with such mpidhy, fliat, diongh bdfore inclijsd 
indolently to fly, f am again induced to nvew oB 
contest. Coward, t believe, you are corniced, is 
"i^t n4tiin» 4n my heart: and, should I ndw too easily 
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jFMkl^ yoivL nii|^4 foppoiie that age^ sod the nMeiw 
I have suflbreo^ had ^weakened my powers of mind 
m well as body; and that 1 ought to be classed 
•among the unhai^y midtitade* whose sujlferings 
bare sunken them to despondency. , 

■^ Basons fFrenck, that man of many woes, pnce so 
despised, but who now is held in admiiation, wheie 
ha before was so much the object of hatred; who now 
njp&nka loudly in his own defsnoe there, where for- 
lueiiy the man who had but whii^red his name 
swould have lived suspected: Baron Trenek you 
prbpose as an example of salvation for me. You 
are wrong. — ^HaYe you made any rational eompari- 
■mm ? Have you considered how dissimilar have our 
pest lives been ; how difibrent too foe our present 
•circumstances P-r^-Or^ omittiBg these, have you con- 
j»dered to whom you would have me aj^eu ? 
, • ^ In' the year 1764, 1 beeione acquainted in Vienna 
with this sttflerer of ^ortitudey this agreeable com- 
-panion. Wearetaught that a manly and noble aspect 
he^qiieaks a. correspondent mind: this I believe him 
to possess. But what expectations can I form fhtti 
BarcmTreaak? 

^^ I .will, however, briefly answer the queDtiona 

yeu have put: for prolix I\ikwt not be, otherwise I 

ahould write the history of my life. Baron Trenek 

was, aal am informed, a man boni to inherit i^reat 

states : diis, and the fire of his youth, fimned by 

flattering hopes from his famous, and then powerlal 

kinsman, rendered him too haughty to his king, and 

alone .wai| the :Origin of all his future sufferings. I^ 

on the contrary, diough the son of a Silesian noble- 

XQan of property, did not inh^«o much as the pay 

q( a common s<^dier ; the family having been robbed 

of their prop^y by the hand of power, afit^r being 

23* 
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MWHsed b^ i&i£ce.«iul tr kfcwb wg^ Imder^lre iMi^ 
<xf koly virtue. Yon know my> fatherfs &(e, Ihe 
esteem in whic^ lie vras held by the Em^rctts Wk^ 
^fe«a— *«ad that a pretended mim^ was liie oecuMHi 
of his fall. Suddenly was he plunged from ibiit 
•beigjbt, to whidi industxy, taienti^ antl WHtae^ had 
rai£dd him, to die Tiefy defith -of^po^erty. At length, 
on the eommeneement of 4he seven-yean' war, ome 
-ei the king of Pmssia's snbjeots represented hiiii to 
<the Anstrian court as a dangeicoMr conrespondent of 
Marshal Sdlwerin's. Then a£sty years of age, ray 
unfortunate ^ttker was. seized at Jag^mdoif, aod im- 
pnsoned in the fortress of Orate, in Syria. He had 
*fln allowance juet suffi/c^ient to keep him aUvie in.faii 
.doDgeon, but lor the, space of «even years never be- 
held the sun rise onr set I was a boy wheft iijOiB 
happened: the eertah&ty^^f his iimoeenee, howeven, 
.^emboldened me tp inteieede in fais behidf at the ^fo>ot 
4^ the threaten I was notheardTw I xttly vecc&wd 
jseme pecuniary relirf from tile^ empress, «with pep- 
wssion to shed my blood in hef d9ifenee.t In th« 
nituation we fizst^beeameaoquain^i^tst Vowed ^tm- 
nal friendship : but (rom this was I soon skiatohsd, 
not by 9iy owuy but my faiher'ji eoenias. ' What the 
jBoipvese had be/rtowed, hei miiiisters tooe froikijm^. 
I wa««etsed at midnight^ and, wilhout esammtttioik, 
j^ras brought, in eomt)aaiy with two other offioess, to 
Ae be£iHe-meB^iied ibrtvess of Ohwtz, fierrdid I 
lieiBfttn iimnured^ in the flower, of you^, hue disittl 
l^ears. My true name was ooneeided, end anolfaeir 
given me. 1 was treated like a malfifeotor^ «Bd kept 
mider sevien locks. 

^ Peace being restored, Trenck, 1, and mv fitthen^ 

Ivefe released; but the inode of our mutual relcaee 

' ypM^etr di|erent« Tha irst obtai||ed his fieedciB 







« iatiuB proviskm. We^ ^n the- eonttairyv aBCptfdiE^ 
itk tbe «oni«0ty otipiikted in Ike t^^aatr tsi psicd, ^iran 
ted from our dudgeons aft stftte ^fMoo^, a pidflie 
^te^tacie^ withoTit the leai»t inquiry, oooomiingte 
TeritytirfalfMiiood of oiir8iipp6fiieda«iie0^ Extgem 
fmeetyy. wiefediedneis^ and j&kery, vr^e otkjtemwaeA 
Ibr the flruflerii^ft we had Bo.vafquaAy midtaBtd^ 
' ^ JSot0vky. wim iny keidlk doitroj^d^ but^ ttgjrjvwh- 
fccnie WAS iost) aaten «Wtty>by ths sennry. I laid 
before Frederic the Great the p^ooffe of the mdanut- 
lieB I had' imdeigerie, and the disnal state to which 
I WBB reduosd by his foe, and for his sakef entTeoted 
Jbottd jto fXf^MffV. me aad my Jblker from starrsiif ; 
tnt hia «fir wa» deaf -to my pmyer, hi» Jnait ioteoh 
•ibie to my «^hii. - ^, > 

^ Fr&rideiie% how^rer, faised" me . up a i^irkfmt^ 
Cbttnt Gelkora wait the benerbieBt maiL Ai^r 4im 
•taking/cf BresUw, he had been ahK>*saat a Islate pdh 
ham^ to 43ttata.**^^usiSig his imprisoraEQent, be bad 
keaid tb^ geneial yeport of ny sai^Tings^ aad mjr 
fMido<liiee.i No soonet did he lep^n. that I was x»- 
4eaaedf "than he generously became my bdie&otor, 
M^isikppdiltet^ my finand, and ^mee inbre restond bib 
Jto^bm oohr^nia <if »en, to wMcli I had so long been 
•daad* • > 

j ^^I de&r ihe aaatihwitmii oj my nartative to tiis 
«tttposl. The.Teaaeoelbraiiee of past. woes inflkii 
fiMsent I nm eteriMUy*" 

< 4 

LETTER 11. 

/ . « February 24, 1787. , 

^DsiJiFkaijEiD^ After an interval «f sflrtnee, to 
«idm iB^ itghated faeavt^ remraA^i^ai^ AqrpeinaiLultfyi 
must continue my story. 
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. ^Ufprnoaal miAiiB^ have not eeiteUy, asl 
Ihink, been lew than time of Tiendi* Hit^ kow'* 
efw, J am Aoqnaiated with only from the inaecwate 
mlations I haire heafd: my own I hxve felt How 
can I .fov|^t them I A celonekdn the Prussian sep- 
^ce, whoae jiame wasHallaach^ was four yean n^ 
4)oiiipanion ; he. was insane, and believed hinutelf the 
Oirist that was to appear at the millenium; he pexv* 
eeanted me with hie levenea, whieh 1 was obl^^ 
to listen to and approve, or aufo violence frmn ooe 
f tronger than myself. 

^The soeiety of men or boeksy every thing thai 
could consok oramuse, were forl»dden me; and I 
Qonaideritaswondarfaltbat I did not myself go nmd, 
in the oonc^pany of this madman. Four haid winteni 
did I exist without feeling the feebk emanation of a 
•winter's iun,ini^ less thewannthof fire. The very 
nflidratti felt more pity ^lan my heepei^ and ieni me 
his cloidL 4o cover my body, though ihe other inh»- 
^cnanly denied me a trass of straw, notwithstandiag I 
had lost the use of my hands end ^t The ]dm 
where we were was called a chamber ; it rather le^ 
eembled the temple of Cloaeina. Thenojcionsdampa 
and vapsnrs at length so poisoned my Uood, tha% 
together with ill*tieaitmtot from an nnslukul suigeoDi 
, who daily tortured me^ during nine months, widi itt^ 
milt, as ti Prussian tmitov aiMi stale criminal^ I lost 
•Ae greatest past of a jaw. We, too, wter6 nightly £»- 
turbed by the calling of sentinda^and wiare frefoentiy 
terrified by the grating of locks and bolts, and the 
entrance of guards. 

", Sphott^ndorf was our governor and tyrant — a man 
who repaid the friendship he found in the mansion of 
my &tbens,.witli omslty.' He was ripe for the sickle^ 
jmd. timcf cut him oEi-^onnentini and Gito mm 



^ «iieeeM»* m i»filee,.but n(ft in ifuMenee mi i^ 
humaxii^ ; by them yre were indeed caieMly wAtcbed^ 
but we i^ w^re trealisd with eomoywiera^oa. We 
eiijdy>ed air itltbout a Mbe, and the Gomifart of fiw«et 
wttter. Their preeaiittoad warded off jail distei^pdif 
likewise, wd rendered impnsomneiit lese wretoli0d» 
Eiret. shall I hc^ their memory saered, Tet, beaer 
voknt 9A ^ey wersy&ehr ^oodned^ was even exceeded 
foy that of Eotteoalmiier, the head jaihNr^^WithoQl 
edaca^on, withoiit other pmci^es than those an ex- 
odient vnd^rstaading. taug^t^ he eotiBidared his un*- 
jfortunate prisoners as his. dnl<|ren ; and, instead of 
HRfidBng himsdyr by pkiibdering the poor and 4>p- 
prfssed^ hib was himself |h«ir he9iei&ctQr,«-<*Of this I 
had eontinual experience, during two years after .tbf 
irelease of Ifollasch.«^He deserved a better station-^ 
a station as noble as his own thoughts. 

^ Here, my friend, 1 but t;ursorily describe misery, 
At .Ivia^ the moiMQh,shaU shudder, if the Uood of 
■a tymat^ws not in his veins. , Thefesa could nol 
.wish 4i«WL thkiga ; yet they w^. But, she was hjo^ 
^naa ) she was fiillibte, and not onmiscient 
' ^ From theaho«re nancative you will perceive how 
*^pp6site the effbets must be^ which the histories of 
BaJron Tirenck and myself ^must prove. . 

^ Trenck kit his donf e^ shielded fre^n wont a^id 
tsentempt : thedaiy of freedom was the day of triam{^. 
I, on die coidnury, was exposed to every possit^cn- 
famiily. The spirit of Trenck, bowed as it had been 
by affliction, again raised itself. I huve watched md 
•Uboar^d ifiany a suecQediog stigfat, that I m§^ nen 
tfaer beg nor perish the following day^ working for 
judges who neither knew law, nor haa sufficient pow^ 
ers of mind to behold the native beau^ af jus^tice.; 
footifyisg or aetdisg aiDooiii^ts that, itein afi^ it^nftj 
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did but pfove the lord liiejr were Hitehded fonrasan 
imbecile dupe. 

^ TreAck tenxembere his^caknutreaybtrt the remeoi* 
brance is adtantageoufr to himself and his finnfly; 
while whh me the past did but incrense, did but af o« 
nise, the present and the ftiture. He waft not, like 
me^ obliged to crouch in presenco of those vulgar, 
those mean,* those incapable minds, that do but eon- 
Aider the bent back as the footstool of pride. Ereiy 
man is too busy in the gratification of self, too busy 
himself in behtdf of others >-*'pity me, th^^fore, but 
advise me not to hope for assistance, by petitioning 
princes at second hand. I know your good wishes^ 
and, for these, I have nothing to return but barren 

*^^'- Iam,&c.'' 

LETTER III. 

^^Yes, I do not, cannot doubt your friendship^ 
your zeal, to serve me ; but you have been often foiV 
tunate in die accomplishment of your hope»— I never« 

^ The prospect of gain makes die usurer iidvenli»- 
rous ; but by digging under the foundation, to conceal 
or to re<?over his treasure, he may chance to overthrow 
his house,. and bury himself under its ruins. The 
voice of sufiering Virtue is, alM! unable to be heard, 
amid the agitated waves of a court f she utters a fee- 
ble cry, si^, and is no more seen. I fear tiie pe^- 
isecution of the cletgy-^Monardis themselves bow 
bisfore th^ power ! 

^ Besides, is Trenek in that situation that justifios 
iiis interference in behaUf of a stranger ? Certainly not 
Oh, no f — ^We have been dreaming ; you to begin, and 
I to continue, a correspondence on sttch a subject 
'Were he, like you, my intimate, my c^d ihend^ pe^ 
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tliKps his great 'etperieneiBt of diewoilii mii^ I^ 
him to imagine b&ohb mode of pvoeurmg a ma^pipkf 
mxffieient Mly to fMitiflfymyyary few-wanta, for few 
i&deed they are^ UnleBs he ask- it$ cimeeal ray imam 
Ifis eilenee^will etiaioe i^ real ineapa^ility to do^ma 
serviice; his good will canaot be doi^d. 

^ Every caul&oir i» neeessary ; for, wtte I diiKeii 
irom^iis poor refage of in«tchediie8% I might Ui 
into ^ the power of one wiio may be* a tynmt) who 
might ttgakr rob me of light and ahr, add, adding toiw 
tate to» oahnnity, biand^g moras a traitinr, might 
delight to infliet pangs incessant, and lender deatk 
tedious. Fare wdl !'.'• 

The reasdns why I published the A>regoing letters 
an idready stat^wui wiM, 1 make no doubt, appqav 
fatisfiictoiy* to the reader. Once. mote to affairs thai 
mofe imuMdiately concern myself. 

The foUfl^ivmg I yest»day leceived from Folandy 
fr<»aa eonresp^mdent who is likewise tpmennk^wn. 

^ Reschow, in CbUieia^ A]^ 30, 1787*. 
' ^*1Str^-*£very feeUng heai^ every pevseai who had 
Ae hoAonrof being acquainted widi yon, dnrivg 
your abode in Austria, receives the purest satisfiictiaB 
iSrotn the justice at present done you, and* the high 
honours by which you eke dbtingmshed at theeonrt 
of Berlin, and of whiqh we am ii2bnned by the pub- 
He papers. Yes^sir^ it is a- sweet subject of- eoMo^t 
ktiefn ibr suflering inhumanity to behead that fom- 
new find favour aod justioe froova- power wbece the 
most mibridled barbiuaty foimerly gave birth to the 
lufierings, and themoet inconcecvaUeeroeUy. 
'Every campamonate penn», ia this our dii^riet 
learsy has read, has wmt oven«lhose.ei|ftnBfs 9^ 
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h»Te Ike pifes b«^ bedefKdL l]gr »f IM». Mj.pie^ 
0eiit liop» is ta4iee«ediitui«iti!0iikof fwt. ]mimjit> 
wiilim on Ae'now beiMiKdeKt h$i$ik» ^ the Sfw^ 
jUi0! mure, Mke the jScet navigilm oC Hena^ ti«Q 
nrast in oak aad triple irteel be erteed, wbo ihonld 
WH tol pi^ m bAelf '«£ an hovest fiMm^ aa eoUgkl- 
tted widior^ a Inwve scMkr^ an4 & 0ood QitJa»$ii^ 
^ Lat me ^street yoQr a^«npteBct o( tte leet^ 
ef ike^ heart, ikom m teaa whoy Aes^. uinkB^wa Ufi 
ytsi^ k, wkk ^e moat worlk;f ani Im^ io^^ 
ef Poland, your isinoere adnmer. it iJhe iws^eelM 
tribute paid to uncommon merit Iwm^ fi^c.'? 

I have hera ^Ikhod 4ie (oreftmmlafitat^ Ant I 
may have an opportmity of thaolaiig^Jke peneir whft 
has pmd me sneh iugk cogylintentB, and ivho hat 
concealed his name^ thut I imght not hame the diffiis 
eldilky of answering 80 flaftorhig <a epiadei 

I hd the haf^fliBeM of being hdd meeilmmikm hf 
the noUe-minded; and if the Princess Czatoryska 
can credit her eonespesident, and toy writings^ she 
inffl read h^w grea^ my aesaatiolia' of ja|r, v» at 
tumn; ike hi^pinese to atgtain so ja¥iilii«ibto W 
mmovr*- 

I nofjtit M\ a Tohmie with VJLe lettae^but \bey 
iqppavtaia to vaoiim aeltaeliom 

f m^ al Beiim many old Aianda^of both ft»EM^ 
amang ocheniy an aged invriid came to see lae wha 
Wtti. at 61ati^ in.l74a) wfam I cnt nay way Aisqiii^ 
ikm gnasd. He wasone of tke^ segBitepuds befeKe j^^ 
doov, and whom I tiad 1iln)w<» dfinrn &e ttnm. . ' 
. Aao^ieit inmdid^ «h0 had etaaaited m% whea? kOf? 
ptiaoiled SI M agdid|gg^ in ridding g^wdf of my bi^ 
of lind^ eane^ako.toi^wKt met: 
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T&e hoitf of qmtliBf B«rUi^ aad ccA^ittiBg n^ 
jowBwy into Pnunki, towai!^ ttcmgeberg^ my natire \j 
countoy, approached^ On the ev^ aS mj departare^i ^' 
1 had cmee again the happinest oi conyetmogf more 
l&am two houni) with ber royai h^faaesa tiM Prineesto 
Axaelia, sister of Fredede the Great. Poasen^ed of 
VB^^ei giBeatsesB of mind and deep peiKstratioo^ shet 
sdialy had the honour of gaiaaig the entare eonfr^ 
drnee aiidt friendship of Frederic She^as fiur aasha 
y0&k A\&f proiected me in my honrof exlreKie ad« 
fOMttby; hieaped henefils t^n me; aad, move than 
anj^r olher peRMMi in the wdwld^ eotttdht^ to gajsi: 
my delirei^nee. Not as a foreign officer 4id. she re»^ 
•cive me, dntisg my stay in Berlin^ hud as a fricad, 
at an aged patQat^and laid her oommaods upon mo 
to.wiHe imnediatky to my wife^ asd wquM thai* 
shO'Wttiild come to Berlin in tto raosA ^ June^ 
wi4h her two etdest daughters. I reeeiifed her pro** 
mise^ timt 'the hapjpiness of the laMec should he her 
case; vKf^ that die would c^tainly mrnnnber my 
wife in her wilL 

. MJlhm momenty when alKmtto depaitfsheafiec- 
tioiiaiefy ashed i^e if • I had meiiey suffioicait for A« 
csptosea of my journey I ^ Yes^madan,'' wa» my^ 
vsplyt^ H for mysdf I want no4hui9, ask nothing:; but 
may you nsamibm tof cfaaldren! 

Th» seasifailitjiS ^ decpieeiiog widi which i pro* 
nooniBed these wordsi^ meted the princasa; tUm 
sb0wed w» how pedbelly she compniMiided my^ 
meaaiii^^ took me hy the hand^ and saidi^^Retdr% 
tagf 'friend) qpoidkly v i ehalL be maatv happy to^ sea? 

Ott tteSSd of MpMDdir I dqieeled from BaMa^ and 
pursued my journey to Konigsberg, but remainiidi 
twiie'dm'at' vi^'-cc9Wt^of 'te iifl^^ SkmidAi* 

2i 
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Imli^ S^'w^ Tftaere I was reeaived with kinfaess 
and eBteasL The inargraive had bestowed hwwm 
on me during my imprisomnent at M agdebnig. 

I departed thence Anni|[h doldki to Schiidsbei]^, 
there^ to visit my relation Sidau, who had marned 
the daughter of my sister, whieh daughter my sister 
had by her ihvt husband^ Waldow, of whom ihave 
so often spoken. I found my kinsman a worthy and 
honourable man, andtme who made the datightsr of 
an unfortunate sister happy. I was reoerred «t fan 
house with open arms^ and for -the first time dmig 
an interval of two«nd4brty y^rs, beheld one oi my 
own relations. 

On my joumey^thither, I had the miexpected plea<* 
sure to meet^with Lieutenant-General KowalBky* 
^This good geutlmnan was a lieutenant in the gacneon 
of Olatz, in the^ year lt46, and was- aa oe<3ar -mV^ 
BOSS when I leaped the waU of the rampart He 
had read my history, with some of the princ^nd fects 
of which he was previously acquainted. Shmdd any 
one therefore doubt concerning those incidents whidi* 
I have- related of my escape horn Cy^ti, and which, 
because of the^ffieultits attending their exeemuHi^ 
hare been by some^ incapable tiiemselves of «*fifce 
' enteipnse, suppeMsed incredible, I may refer then tm 
him, whose testimony cannot be tn^oted. - 
' Frdm' ScMMsbeig, I proceeded to Landebeiig, on 
IheWarta* HerelK>undmybrotherHMbiiw,CoioiMl 
I^upe, commander of the Coti dragoon^ and th* 
second husbtoid of my deceased sister; and heve I 
passed a happy and- joyotts day. Every body toB^ 
gratulated me on my glorious return into my country^; 
and. c^fered up their ardent pn^rs tot myfyitme 
fi]i(»ty. 
V I found rdatioae ntalmcMlteTeiygaimQii^aad 
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Uaddstt^Feirywhfere detained. Ne^rtttdinmt ^eeSve ^ 
more honoufabl^ mitrks erf esteem thnyug;hoHt a kinf^ Vk- 
dom. The genend knowledge of my unnierited ca* - 

kmitiee procured me this sweet consolation; and I 
were insensible indeed, and ungratefn)-, did my heart 
remain unmoved on occasions Hke these. 

Tes^this is my delectable re wan) — a reward which 
▼irtue only can inspire, and which has been bestow-^ 
ed upon me wi& profusion— -« reward whieh tha 
hatred of the puissant Frederic could retard, but 
eould not prevent ; Nature had given me too robust 
a body*^-4L rewaxd so great, so delightful, so 4ear to 
remembrance, that, when put as a countetpoise tot 
the afflictions I have suibred fbr the space of two- 
and^rty years, I hold it more than equivalent, and 
I ftel it oVeibalabces them idl f My heaii glories in 
its past groans, all my wounds are healed, and^ 
though the scars mnaiin, they fonain but thB ho- 
BoiuaUe proofs of victory* 

Raised by misfortune, I live my.cosnCry's monu- 
ment, where many instructive, muiy exemplary les* 
soncr may be read. Remember me, oh, my friends, 
in the hour of sorrow f relate my story to your chil- 
dren^-^pablish aloud that my haue» have deserved 
to be laid in the sepulchre 6f my forefathers; and 
though I am not permitted to rest my white locks on 
the pillow of repose in nay own country— 'though it 
may be my destiny to die in the knd to which envy, 
imposture, imbecility, uid a^thrkt of ill-gdtten gain 
have banished me, still let my memory Uve among 
you-HStill let ine hope my name shall be held in ve- 
neration ! To you I leave my children I in them may 
you behold dieir fkther's probity revivjs— them may 
you distinguish from the children of those who havi 
m/SsKpd nothing fer^ lost nothing in their oountry f 
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.. In AiMlaa I never YMm expert a 13re reeeptk^ 

'jl? am there, mietaketi^ and I feel Uttle kustinntioa to !»• 
bour at refooviiig mistakes «o roe^ed. Yet even there^ 
ts HI PrsHStta^aiii I l^ tbe geneml voice apprc^ed* 
Yesyl amiidtiiired) but not kaowju-^pHied, but not 
supported — honoinvd, but not rewarded. The pow- 
•rftil aie wilfully blind. Yet blindmaj the^ remain—' 
I wfll not grie¥e^--^Who;' miith Gdlert, ^ is the 
great m^n by whom ihon art honoured ? Say, doth 
he tnfly know to. estimale maxit ? Imagine hitti de** 
prived of titles, his ndies lost, bis badges of honoor 
gone, and perhaps thou wonldst then contemn hia 
apphnise ; for tiiou wotddst despise his person.^' 

When at Berlin, I discoTeied 'tn error I had oooh* 
aiitted in the first part of any life. At the time I 
wrote, having bwo. wtcmg infoxmed, I batieTsd that 
the {)08tiBa(B(teF*general of Berlin, M. BerschBU, vrm 
my mother's ]N»&ei:,and ^hesatme person who in 
1742, was first grand counsdloratGIogau,,afidl^»^ 
waard president in East S^seland. ' I ww deeeiv^ : 
the DcKmcfaau who ie my motherHi brother is still 
Ikmg, and p«esid«»t at.A«iich, in East Frieselaad^ 
The postmaster was the son oif <he did Derschav^ 
who died a general,- and mrho win cmLy distantly re^ 
latedto my mo^r.. Neither is ihe yeuogwr "Dtn^ 
efaan, who k ^ colonel of a fcginent at BuKg, the 
broi^iercfmy mother, but tmlym first ooiisin; erne 
of Iheur sisters married Lieut^ant^Ck»l(Hid Oslaut 
whose- son, the Preudaii Ostau, nom^ lives co, hid 
estate, al LaUadk in Pmssia. 

I mention this at present for ^e infonnaidon of a 
j^fenoik Who, becanse I had eosanuofcted this ta^iOiBg 
error, which was caused by my having been^abscmt 
from my country above ftre<4mdHforty years, tbeftet 
took .oeeasibn to pensuade the tV4irld nay histoiy WM 



%U &!«€».: haying conrecte^ tbe misteke^ I maj^ttdd^ 
I do not suppose any Denschau has reason to be 
a^hitfxied of heva^ allied to the family <^ Trenck, 
which, for three hundred y^ars past, has mtermarried 
with the most aocient families in FruBsia, and whicl^ 
in the history of the qoimtiy ^ has given inQoiitestible 
proofs of real nobility of heart. 
. I was likewise deceived in hairing stispeeted a lieu'-^ 
tec^t, whose naioe is Mollinie, in the narrative I gore 
pf my flight from ,Glat3^ of having acted as a spy 
upon me at BraunaU) sni of having. sent information 
io Giene]:al Fouquet lam sorry. This honest man 
^ still alive^ a captain in Brandenbuig. He was af-* 
fected at my suspicion, fuUy justified himself, pnd 
here I publicly apologize. He was than, and again 
is.beoome my ^iejod* The persoii who really gav^ 
^^rmation to Qeneial Fouquet was Captain .Nim- 
8cho&ky,.my own cousin, who came io visit me at. 
Br^unau, and un^&r the xmsk of fnend^ip, con^ 
acaled the traitor, 

; I haye also received a singular letter Irom one Liett<*> 
tenant Brodowsky. This extraordinary gentleman ia 
ofiende<J at finding his mother's name in my narmtiva^ 
and.demapds I should retract my wcnrds. Alas ! how 
caa I retract the truth— «4iad truth too whieh. cannot be 
offensive to &ny person ? Meiiaces naver yet could 
indupe me to conunit such an aetioin. 

My read^s certaiply will allow the virtue of Madam 
Brodowsky, at Elbink, is not im{>eachedi Although I 
have said I h^d the fortune to.be beloved by her, Ibav^ 
no where intimated that I asked, or that she granted 
ynproper &vourSr 

Certainly I had no intention pf injuring my pr^ptoi^' 
Brodowsky, who had lived in my father's h9use,and 
yi^io afterward journeyed to my DsotherypUfposely ^ 

24* 
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proeaxe me'speedf mictoua^ 1 nete^ metatlo mjare 
ma honcmr Hving, ncnr lue meraoty dead; 

The parents haviBg been my irtends, I cetim^j wieb 
I could oUige the 00a ; but I never ean write that facts, 
uiserted in ^hifltoryof my life, whichhave happened 
to myself are fiibe or ima^nary. A man of undeirstan- 
ding will not be angry should another say to hihif-* 
^ Your modi^once loved me." M. iBfodowc^y, the 
fiither, never was jealous, s«d it is strange iftdeed thalt 
his son should be. I here declare that, with respect 
to myself, Madam Brodowsky was eertainly chaste ; 
but 1 also here declare, I have a right to assume soine 
mmt to myself. This I diink is ti sufficient answer 
to the letter at the lieutenant ^ 

I continued my jocurney, and arriv^ on the 4th of 
April, at Kon%sbeif , yrhere my brother impatiently 
expected my arrival. ' We embraced, as brothers mm^ 
after an absence d two-and^forty years. Of all my 
brodiera and sbtera I had 1^ in this city, he only te* 
mained. He lived a retired and peaceaMe lifb on hii^ 
own estates, fulfilling all f&e duties of a meoi. He had 
BO childrra living. I continued a fortnight incmnpany 
with him and his worthy wife at Konigsberg with ia- 
ihiite satisfaction of heart, and afterward wtet wi& 
him to his countty seat, where } stayed six weeks. 

Here, for &e first time, I learnt what had happened 
to my relations, during my idl>sence. The wraihof 
the Great Frederic extended itself to all my family. 
Hy second brother was an ensign in the regiment ci 
eair»96iers at Kiow, in the yeat 1746, when I first in- 
curred disgraice Irom the kmg. Six years he served, 
fought at three battles, but, because his name was 
Treqck, never was promoted. Weary of expectation^ 
he at length quitted the anny,married, and lived, on his 
estate at Meickan, where he died, about three yeani 
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iij|6, and teft two sons, who are an faoitdiit ti:^ llie &- 
mily of the Tremeks. 

CommoH fiime spobs hhn a penioii cnqpahle of veor 
dering the state essential service, as a miUtaiy bukd, 
fbr the soldier's precession was his choice: bv^t he 
was my b)ro&er, and the king would never sufier hift 
name to be mentioned. 

My youngest brother a|yplied himself to the 
sciences ; it was proposed that he should receive 
some civil employment, as an intelligent and w^ in* 
formed man ; l>ut the l^ag answered, in the maxgin 
of the petition — *' No Trenck is good for any thmg." 
' Thus has all my family su£N^, because of my 
mijust condemnation. My las^mentioned brother 
choSe the life of a ^vate man, and lived at ease, in 
estimation and independence, among the first peqple 
of the kingdom. 

' The hatred of llie monarch extended itself to my 
sist^, who had married tiie 8<m of Waldow, and lived 
Bh i^idowho6d from the year 1749, to her seoond 
marriage. The misfortunes of diis excell^t wom«i> 
in consAjuence of the treachery of Weingarten^ and 
die aid iAie sent to me m my prison at M^ebuig, I 
have before related. She was possessed of the fine 
estate of Hammer^ near Landsb^> cm the Wartsi 
The Russian army changed the whole lace of the 
isoUntry, and laid it desert She fied, with what ef- 
fects she could collect, to Custrin, where every thing 
likewise was burnt and destroved duruig the si^ge. 
The Prussian army itseif demotished the fine forests. 
- After the war, the king assisted all the rained &«- 
milies of Bmnde&burg; she alond obtained nodiinf) 
because she was my sister. She petitioned the kingy 
'Who replied — She must seek for redress firom her 
deitt' bioth^» 



^•Sbe ditd In the lower of ber age^a jshort jisie- 
after she had married her second hueband^ the present. 
Golonel Pape : her son also died last year. He was 
oaptatn in the regiment of the Gotz dragoons. 

Thus were all my brothers «nd sister punished be- 
eattse they were mine* Who is she that shall afford 
retribution for so many tragical events. Could it 
wer be believed that ihe great Frederic, Uke the great 
Zabao^, would revenge himself on the children^ and 
the children's children^ Was it not sufficient that 
he i^ould wreak his wrath on myhea4 alone? Why 
has the name of Trenck been hateful to him, to the 
very hour of his death.^ Thi» mu«t ever remain an 
iocomprehenfiible eiugma. 

1 never would basely kiss the foot that spumed 
me; When ianoceni, I sought to avoid being spunv* 
ed, and know myself guilty of no othex eiame. 

One Derchau, captain of hone^ and uterine brother 
of my mother, secretly addressed hmiself to the kingy 
in 1753, alleged he was my nearest relatipii, and 
feikdal heir, and petitioned that he would bestow on 
him my confiscated estate of Great Scharlaclu . 

The king demanded that the neeessary proois 
should be sent irom the ehamber at Konigsbeig. He 
was informed that I had two brotbws living, that 
Great Scharlack was'^ an ancient j&mily inhmtance, 
and' that it appertained to my brothers, and not to 
Berschau. 

My brothers then announced th^nselvea a» the 
immediate* suecessors to thia fief; and the king be- 
Btowed onthera the estate of Gi^t ScharUek, con- 
formable to the fendal laws. That it might be pro- 
pei^y divided, it was put up to auction, and bought 
hy the yonnglMl c^ my brothess, w^o paid the sur- 
plus to the other, and my sister. He likewise paid 



4eht9 dmrged upon it, according to like ezproBS or« 
ders of the court The pers<3n» who called them* 
seWes my creditors were inipoetoift, for I had no 
creditors ; I was but nineteen when my eafaiteB 'ware 
confiscated, conseqwran^y was not of age* By what 
right, therefow, could such d^ts be demanded or 
paid ? Let <hem explain this who can. Any inan 
might 8ay whate^r he j^eased^for I was not preseait 
to contradict 

The same thing faa))pened wh€9i'4Ui aceoimt w«b 
given into the Fiscus of the guardianship, althou^ i 
eckne^wledge my guardians wefe men of probity. 
<)ne of l^umn, however, was eigkt ymra in 'posson- 
«kni, 1^ when he ganre it up to my brothers, he did 
not account with them for a sii^e shilling. 

At presenit, therefore, the affidr stands 1faiu9>^ 
Fvedeiic William has token off Ike sentence of eon- 
-fiscation, land ordered me to be put m poesessioa of 
•my estates, by a gmcious -rescript : eihpowered by 
l^is, I come and ^l^mand restitution : my brodier an- 
swers — ^^ I haveboi^htand paid for the eatate ; I am 
the legal possessor, mve improved it so much, that 
QviB$i ddiaflack at pvesent is worth ^tee or foiir 
limes the snm it wtm at the time of confiseatioB« Let 
llie Fiscus pay me its real value, and then let tiiem 
bestow it en whom they please. If ihe wigningkiiig 
givea what his jnredeoessor sold to me, 1 ought not 
Siereby to be a loser.'* 

This is a problem which the people of Berlin 
IMffit resolve. My l^odier has no children, and with- 
etit going to law, will bequeath Gfeat Scharkek to 
mine, when he ehaU happen to die. If he is ibiced 
in eSeei to restoi« it, without being reimbursed, the 
king, instead of gnnting a favour, has not done jus- 
tice. I do not request any restitution like this,V' 
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«ach rettitntioii worid be made widioilt asking it a» 
a fiiTour of the king. If his majesty takes off the 
confiseation, beeause he is Gonrinced it was origir 
sally violent and unjusfty then have I <i i^^ ^o der 
mand the imits of two-and-fbrty years. This I am 
1o tequire from the Fiscns, not from my brother. 

And shoidd the Fiscus only restcnre me the price 
for whieh it then sold^ it would conunit a manifest 
injustice, since all estates in the province of Prussia 
have, smce the year 1746, tripled and quadrupled 
their val<|p. 

If the estate descends coly to my children afier 
my death, I receive neither right nor favour; for ia 
thus case I obtain nothing for myself. Ishall remain 
deprived of the rents, which, as the estate is at pre* 
sent fiurmed by my brother, amount to four thousand 
riz-dollafB per annum. This estate cannot be taken 
from him legally, since he enjoys it by right of pur- 
chase. It wUl not be the king who, when I am dead« 
will bestow it upon my chUdren, but my brother^ 
who will bequeath it them by will. 

Such ia the present state of the business. How the 
benevolent m<march shall think proper to decide, wIU 
be seen hereafter. I have demanded of the Fiscus 
that it shall make a &ir valuation of GreatScharlack, 
reimburBe my brother, and restore it to me. My 
brother has other estates. These he will dispose d 
by testament, according to his good pleasure* 

Reader, if. thou hast noble thoughts, rejoice with 
me, and from my history learn, that evil' itself may 
convert to good. In the nineteenth year of my age, 
I lost my fortune, my liberty, my aU — honour and 
fortitude excepted ; and these it was not in the power 
of the despot to take. Two-and-forty years have I 
lived deprived of my property, two-«id-forty years 
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endured jpoverty, and even excessive indigence, uridi 
the exception of some few intervals, without ever 
heing guilty of meanness : and, in the moment of 
good fortune, I have been liberal even to prodigality. 
lofWn have been deceived, but never was a decmver. 
Those who plundered me blush at my name. I walk 
proudly even in the presence of kings. I write truths 
without disguise, and my writings find toleration and ^ 
privilege. I was despised, condemned, rejected, yet 
obtained, even in the dungeon^s depth, than which 
no man could descend lower, the general esteem and 
approbation of the worthy. 

Thou, great God ! hast preserved me amidst my 
trouble ; — the purest gratitude penetrates my heart 
Oh, that it might please thee never to let mortal en« 
dure what I have endured ; or, if so it cannot be, 
that thou wouldst grant him equal strength to wres- 
tle with woe ! Oh, that thou would shield man from 
arbitrary power, and bankh despotism from the earth ! 
Dishonour cast headlong down, and exterminate the 
enemy of n^n ; and let all prevaricating judges be 
l\^e mine, reduced to cleanse the streets of filth. 
Sufier not the hypocritical knave to injure and insult 
the virtuous. May this tragical narration be a les« 
son to the afflicted, aflbrd hope to the despairing, 
fortitude to the wavering, and shake and humanize 
the hearts of kings ! 

Joyfully do I journey to the shores of death. My 
duty is fulfilled, my end attained, tranquillity deserv- 
ed. My conscience is void of reproach, posterity 
shall bless my memoiy, and only die unfeeling, the 
wicked, the confessors of princes and the impious 
impostor, shall vent their rage against my writings. 
My few remaining hours of life shall still be dedicat- 
ed to the love of men. For my own part, hy wanf 
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ai« lew. My mind is desirous of repose ; Mid, shonbf ^ 
this be. denied me, still will I not munnur. tnow 
wish to steal gently, though not wholly unknown, 
toward that last asylum, whither, if I had gone in 
my youths it must have been with colours flying. 
Ginnt, Almighty God ! that the prayer I this day 
make may be heard, and that such may be the con- 
clusi<m of my even^ life ! 
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History, Ac, Ac By Thomas Tegg. To which is added, an Epitome 
of American History, and appropriate Reflections on the Prosperity, 
Influence, and Importance of the United States. Illustrated with 
five Bngravings. One large volume 12mo. neatly bound.— $1.25. 

Farmers' Bam Book. — Farmers' Bam Book. By Clatez^ 
Touatt, Skinner, and Mills : containing the Causes, Symptoms, and 

' Treatment of all the IRseases incident to Oxen, Sheep, and Swine; 
the Anatomy and Physiology of Neat Cattle, with an JSssaj on tb» 
Use of Oxen- and the breed of Sheep. Stable Management, Treatment 
of the Diseases of Horses; Plain and Practical Directions in the Choice 
aud Purchase of Horses, with Directions how to ascertain the good 
Qualities, and detect the Faults of Carria^, Cart, and Saddle Horaea. 
Osm large 12mo. volume, neatly and strongly bound, and illustratad 
With numerous Engravings. Price only $1.25. 

The Tme RepnbUcan.— The True Republican ,• contain- 
ing the Inaugural Addresses and the First Annual Addresses and 
Messages of ail' the Presidents of the United States. The Declaration 
ci Independence, j^nd the Constitution ot the United States, with tbt 
Amendments and Signers' Names. Also, the Constitution of the most 
important States in the Union ; and the Farewell Addresses of Wash- 
ington and Jackson. Embellished with elegant Portraits' of all tha 
Prosidents, engraved on steel, as large as Uie siae of the page wiB 
admit, and a View of the Capital of the United States. 



The work is extremely useful as a book Ibr reference, is vrsU 
printed on good p^wr, 12mo. size, of 500 pages, neatly bound and sold 
at the low price of one dollar. 

JBsop's Fables.— Select Fables fVom iBsop and others. The 
best and most beautifolly illustrated Book of Fables published in the 
United States. 1 vol. ISmo. with 200 fine Engraving Goth gil^ 40 «h» 



Bvaas' SoTmons. — Sermonfl of GbristmM EranSi a ntw 
Translation fW)m tbe Welsh, with a Memoir and Portraiture of tiM 
Author. By Rer. Joseph Cross. A large octavo volume, printed on 
fine paper, with two elegant steel plates, and hound in a durable and 
handsome style. Price $1.60. 

Reir. Dr. Payson's Complete Works.—Memoir, Select 

Thoughts, and ijermons of the late Bev. Edward Payson, D. D. Couk- 
piled by Rev. Asa Cummings. Three volumes, octovo, with a Porr 
trait of Dr. Payson. Cloth, $5.00. Sheep, $6.00. 

49** An edition of this really valuable and u^ful work is alao pub* 
Ushed complete in one extra lans^ octavo volume, of over 1800 pagec 
$3.50. 

Payium's Sermonfl. — Two yolames octavo, cloth, $3.50. 
Sheep, $1.00. 

Safe ef Payflon*— -Memoirs and Select Thoughts of Rev« 
Edward Payson, D. D. One volume octavo^ with a Portrait Clotliy 
$1.50. Sheep, $1.75. 

45^ " The fcrvent piety, the eminettt t«lent^ thn unezceptionablo 
character of the Subject of these Memoirs, endear him to the heart of 
the Christian." — CJnrittian Oburver. **- 

Sturm's Reflectiens'. — Reflections on the Works of God^ 
and His Providence throughout all Nature. \)u» volume octavo. 
Sheep, $1.50. 

St. Pierre's Stadiesof Nature.— Translated by Henry 

Hunter, D. D. One volume octavo. Sheep, $1.50. 

Baxter's Saints' Kest.~The Saints' Ererlasting Resti 
or, a Treatise of the Blessed State of the Saints, in their Enjoyment 
of God in Heaven. By Richard Baxter. 18mo. doth gilt, witiii a Por> 
trait of the Authord — 50 cents. 

Bnnyan's Miaor Works.— Containing Grace Abounding 
to the Chief of Sinners. Also, Heart's EaSe in Heart TrovUe.— The 
World to Come ; or. Visions of Heaven and Hell-r-and the Barren Flg> 
Tree; or. The Doom and Bown&ll of the Faithless Professor. Com- 
plete in one beautiful 32mo. volume, cloth gilt, with a handsome Pop> 
trait of the Author. — 60 cents. 

Soddridsre's Rise and Progress.— The Rise and Pro- 
gress of Religion in the Soul ; illustrated in a Course of Serious and. 
Pnbctical Addr^ises, with a Sermon on the Care of the Soul. By P.. 
Doddridge, D. D. One neat 18ma volume, with a Portrait of the A«^ 
thor. Cloth gilt— 50 cents. 

WlUison's AflUeted Man's Gempanioit— The Afflioted 

Man's Companion; or, a Directory for Persons and Pamllies AfUcted 
with Sickness, or any other Distress. By the Rev. John Willisonw— • 
One volume 18mo. doth gilt, and a handsome Portrait of the Author. 
60 cents. 

Dr. Dodd's Discourses to Yonng Men.— Discourses to 

Young Men, illustrated by numerous highly interesting Anecdotes. 
By William Dodd, L.L. D., Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majesty 
George III. A neat i24mo. volume, with two steel Plates, cloth c^tr- 
e2}4 cents. 

jBiBmermaa on Solitnde«— With a Life of ihe Author* 

ISmo. cloth gilt, with a Portrait of Zimmerman. — 50 cents. 



Dr. Bachui's Funily Phyucisiir—Domestie Medicine; 
or a Treatim on the Prerention aiid Care of DiseaMiS, by Regimen and 
Simple Medioines. With the latest Corrections and Improvementi, 
and fun Directions in regard to Air, Exercise, Bathing, Clothing, Sleep, 
Diet, Ac, and the general management of the Diseases of Women and 
Children. To which ia annexed a Complete Family Dispensatory, fbr 
the nse of PriTate trheHiiimicin. By William Bnehan, M. D. Wltb 
considerable Additions and Corrections, by an American Phyridan. 
One handsome large octava Tolume, strongly bound, and illnstiatod 
with a fine Portrait of Dr. Buchan. Price $£50. 

Oobbett's SennOM. — ^Thirteen Sermons on Hypocrisy and 
- Cruelty, Drunkenness, Bribery, the Rights of the Peor, Uztjiist Judges, 
the Sluggard, Murder, Oaming, Public Bobbery, the Unnatiiral Mo* 
ther, Forbidding Marriage, Parsons and Tithes, Good Friday. T» 
which is added, an Address to the Working People. By Wm. Cobbett. 
One volume 18mo. cloth gilt — 50 cents. 

Cbbbett's Advice to Yojmg Men^— Advice to Yoxxng 

Men on the Duties of Life, in a Series of Letters addressed to a Youth, 
a Bachelor, a LoTer, |k Husband, a Citizen, or a SulQect. By Williaaa 
Cobbett. ' One volume 18mo. cloth gOt — 50 cents. 

Wilson's Liffhts and Shadows.— The Lights and Sha- 
dows of Scottish Lilb. By Professor Wilson. One Tblume 18bo. doth 
gilt.— 50 cents. 

Pollok's ConrtO of nme. — ^With an enlarged Index, a 
Memoir of the Author, Ac, 18mo. doth gilt. — 50 cents. ^ 

Tonng^s Niffht. Thon^fhts.— ISmo. cloth gilt— 50 cents. 
Bnnyan'* Pilgrim's Proflrress.— With numerous Ezpla- 

natozy Notes. One Tolume 18mo. handsomely illustrated with eight 
elegant lingraTingik Gk>th gilt.— 60. 

Oiocci's RomO' — ^A NarratiTC of the Iniquities and Bar- 
barities practised at Room in the nineteenth oentucy. "Bj BaflMa 
Giood, ftirmerly a Benedictine and Cistetdan Monk. With an Intro- 
ductory Notice, dK>wing the exirtraoe of simiUt practices in the United 
States. One Tolome Uma. doth gitt^-^SO cents. 

<#amp-XIIeetinff Chorister. — The Camp-Meeting Choris- 
ter; or, a Collection of Hymns and Spiritual Songs, for the Pious oC 
all Denondnations, to be sung at Camp-Meetings, during Rerirala d 
Religion, and other oecadons. 32mo. sheep. — 25 cents. 

Taylor's Holy living* and D3ring'.— One volume, 12mo. 

cloth $1.00. 

British Sketches of 40i Sermons.— Four volume^ 

13ma doth $4.00. 
Ooldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield*— The Vicar of Wake- 

field, a Tale. To which is affixed, the Deserted Tillage. By Olirer 
Goldsmith, M. D. One volume 18mo. cloth gilti with a Portrait of tba 
Author .--60 oenta. 

Arthur's Temperance Tales. — Temperance Tales; or. 
Six Nighte with the Washingtonians. By T. S. Arthur. Two rolumea 
te ont, 18mo. doth gilt, with Cruikshank's 8 cdebrated i^tes of tha 
Bottle.— 60 cents. 

The Beantles of Temperance ; — ^Or, the Prinoiples and 
Organisation of the Sons, Daughters, Cadets, and Juwinito Siitaia of 
SemDeranoar—aSmo* doth gilt 



Ae Tompwanea OvMe;— Or Wordi to the People.-* 

82mo. clotb, ^It edges^— 25 cents. ,p 

Srifinal Poems.— Original Poems, for Infant Mindfl. Bj 
the Taylor Family. One volume 18mo. cloth gUlt^^-iO cents. 

<3ombe on the Constitntlon of Man.— -The Constito- 

tion of Man, considered in relation to External Ol^octs. By 
George Combe. One volume 18mo. cloth gilt. A new and beantifal 
edition of this valuable and popular wcrk. — 50 cents. 

Tapper's Poetical WoiAs.— Proverbial Philosophy, the 
Thousand Lines, and Miscellaneous Poetical Works of Martin Pax^ 
quhar Tupper. One elegant 12mo. volnme, doih gUt, witb a Portrait 
of the Author.~^.00. 

Lord Byron's Works.— The Complete Poetical Works of 
Lord Byron, with a Memoir of his Lift. A new and beautiftil edition 
in one volume octavo, in various styles of Unding, handsomely Olxah 
trated with eight elegant steel Engravings. 



BBoore's Life of Byron.— The Life of Lord Byron, with 
his Letters and Jonrntds. tfy Thomas Moore. A new and elegant 
edition, in one laive octavo volume, of over 1300 pages, Illustrated 
with a Portrait of Byron. An edition is also publish^ in 2 volumes 
octavo. 

Lord Bjrron's Poetical Works.— The Complete Poetical 

Works of Lord Byron, in four handsome octavo volumes, large type, 
illustrated with elegant steel Engravings. This is the best Library 
edition of Byron published in this country 

The Ramhles of a Bntterfly.— By Mary Belson. With an 
Introduction. By Mrs. Bache. With Illustrations, ISmo., doth, gilt 

Caiildo Harold's Pilgrimag-o.— By Lord Byron. Complete 
in one large 12mo. volume, doth, gilt, $1.00— doth, gilt edges, %IM, 

Don JnaiL — ^By Lord Byron. Complete in one large 12mo. 
volume, doth, f^t, $1.00— doth, gilt edges, $1UK>. 

Byron's Poetical Works. — Seleot Poetical Works of Lor4 
Syron. One handsome large 12mo. volume, doth, gilt, $1.00 — doth, 
gUt edges, $1.60. 

Btorios for Little Clara.— Br Mrs Anna Bache. With Il- 
lustrations. Square 10mo. doflfgilt, 60 cts. 

Harriet Bntlor; or. Where there is a Will there is a Wayi 
and other Tales. By Mrs. Anna Baehe. With plates, sauare 16miK 
Cloth, gilt, 40 cts. 

Bbrararita, the BSartyr of Antioeh. and other Tales. 

By Mrs. Anna Baehe. With illastratlons. Square 16mo. Olotn, 
gilt, 40 cts. 

Bllen Wray; and other Stories. A beantifol Juvenila 
With 8 illustrations. Square 16mo. Cloth, gilt, 60 cts. 

The Poetical Works of Thomas Moore.— One hand- 
some, large 12mo. volume, with a fine steel Ensravins. Cloth, df 
$1.26-Clotti, extra gUt edges, $1.76. • "* •-» • 



Oook and Oonftettoner.— The Complete Oook. Plain anA 

Practical Dir«ctioiu for Cooking and Iloiiflekeepliig, with upward! 
of 700 Reoeipta, ooopiattiig <tf Dfcpectioiis for the oholoe of Heat anl 
Poultry, preparationf for Cooking, making of Broths and Soup^ 
Boiling, Roasting, Baking, and Frying of Meats, Fish, Ac.; Seasoning, 
Ooloriags, Cooking Yentables; Preparing Salads, Glarifring ; Making 
of Pastry, PaddingA, Gruels, Oravles, ac, and with Oeneral Dire^ 
tions for Making Wines. With Additions and Alterations, by J. H. 
Bandersoh. Also, the Complete Confectioner, Pastiy Cook and Baket. 
Plain and Practical IHrections for making Oonibctumary and Pastry, 
and for Bakkig, with 600 Beceipts ; consisting of Directions for Makinf 
all sorts of Praserres, SugajvboUing, Comfits, Loxengea, ornamental 
Cakes, Ices, Liquors, Oum Paste Ornaments, Syrups, Jellies, Harma* 
lades, Comfits, Bread-baking, Artificial Teasts, Fancy Biscnito, Cakes, 
Rolls, Muffins, Tarts, Pies, cc., with Additions and Alterations. By 
Parkinson, Practical OonfocUoiMr. In one handsome 12mo. toIuiim 
heautiAUly and strongly bound. Pxioe only $1.00. 

Dick's Philosophy of a Fntwo Stato.— ISmo., olotfa» 

gilt— 50 cents. 

Mnk BarwoU's AdTieo to BBothen.— Advice to Mo- 

thers on the Treatment (tf Infiints, with directions for Setfmai^ 
agement before, during, and after Pregnancy. Addressed to Mo- 
thers and Nurses. By Mrs. Barwell. Revised, enlarged, and adapted 
to the habits and Climate in the United Statot. By a Physioiaa of 
New York, under the approral and reoommendatioii of Dr. Talentlni 
Mott One volume 12mo. dctti. — 60 oents. 

The Ladies' Onide in Needleworks— A Gnide for the 

Industrious. Containing Instructions in Canvas Work, Knittiaig, N«^ 

ting, and Crotchet Wo^, Millinery, and Mantua Making, Embro^ 

dery, and Applique. Illustrated with numerous Engravings. Thia 

is a handsome 18mo. volume, cloth gilt,60 oents— gilt edges, 75 oant^ 



iqnette fbr Ladies. — A Manual of the most approved 
Rules of Conduct in Polished Society, for Married and Unmarried l4h 
dies. Compiled fh>m the latest authorities, by a Lady of New ToriL 
82mo. doUi, gilt edges.— 26 eents. 

Cobbett's American Oardener.— The American Gardener ; 
or, a Treatise on the Situation, Soil, Fencing, and laying out of Oaidena; 
on the making and managing of Hot Beds and Oreen Houses; and om 
the Propagation and Cnltivati< eL o f the sevwal aorts of yegetable% 
Herbs, Fruits, and FlowQXi. BgRUllam Cobbett One volume ISaka^ 
doth, gilt— 50 cents. ^^ 

Scenes at Bome ; or, the Adventures of a Fire-Soreen, hj 
Mrs. Anna Baohe. 12mo., with plates. Cloth, gilt, $1jOO. 

Btiqnette Letter Writer.— Being the Complete Art of 
Fashionable Correspondence. Composed in a plain and elegant style ; 
containing Business Letters, Juvenile and Parental Lettms, Youth 
to Maturity, Love, Courtship, and Marriage, Friendship and Consola- 
tion, Relattonship, Ac, Ac, with all other matter befltttng fncb e 
oseftil work. ISmo., boards. Price only 12 3>^ etc 

Tra^dy of the Seas;— Or, the Sorrows of the Ooeaa. 

12ma doth, gUt— 76 eentc 



ELEeAST COLOBSS 

JUVENILE PHLICATIONS. 

Ofandfkther Lovechild's NiinMr7 Storioi.— EmbeU 

liahed with elegant highly colored iUvstrations, engraved on wood, in 
the highest style of art, from original designs by Groome and Darley. 
The sixe is cap quiurto : done np in packages of 12 kinds, with an en* 
gantiy engraTod enrelope. Per docen, $1^. The series embraces 

TALENTINE AND 0B80N, 9 iUnstrations. Price 12W een^ 

HOTHBR GOOSE, •••• 9 do. do. da 

HENBT BROWN, 9 do. do. do. 

BEAT7TT AND THE BEAST, 9 do. do. do. 

FRED FEARNOTJGHT, 9 do. do. do. 

3 DM THUMB, 9 do. do. do. 

UY OF WARWICK, 9 do. do. do. 

BLUEBEARD, 9 da do. da 

C^LDREN IN THE WOOD, 9 da da da 

^NDBRBLLA, 9 do. da da 

BOBIN HOOD, 9 do. do. do. 

ALADDIN, •• 9 do. do» da 

Cbmndlather Learv's Prominm Toy Booki.— This ele- 
gant series of Juvenile Books is got out in the same beautiful style af 
<^Grand&ther Lorechild's Nursery Stpries ;" each being embellished 
with nine highly colored Engravii^s, ezeonted in the best style, from 
original drawings bv Groome and Darley. The series embraces 

NATURAL HISTORt OF ANIMALS, 9 illustrations. Prio& 12H cents. 

ROBINSON CRUSOE, 9 illustrations. Price 12U cents. 

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD, 9 fllustrations. Price 12J^ centp. 

PUSS IN BOOTS, 9 illustrations. Price 121^ cents. 

JACK THE GIANT KILLER, 9 illustrations. Price 12^^ cents. 

ALADDIN, OR THE WONDERFUL LAMP, 9 Ulustrations.— 12)^ ccnta. 

ROBIN HOOD, 9 illustrations. Price 12^ cents. 

WILLIAM TELL, 9 illustrations. Price 12^^ cents. 

STORIES FOR LITTLE BOTS, 9 illustrations. Price 12M cents. 

STORIES FOR LITTLE GIRLS, 9 UlnstraUonf. Price 12^ cents. 

8ANDF0RD AND MBRTON, 9 illustrations. Priee 121^ cents, Ac, Jke. 

SHE PICTORIAL PRIMER, with 28 colored illnstratiOBs. 

omnoNS OF thb prkss. 

** The best publications of the kind now out.** — JFte. Ihq. 

** Told in so simple, earnest, and graphic a manner, that they eannot 
flril to make a permanent impre^on. At the very head of toy pul^ 
UeatiojxBJ'-^ScEturday Omrier. ^- 

** The prettiest and cheapest wonHfer published, eren in these days 
of cheap publications.**— i%nrMy{ixnMm. 

**Will effect much in the cause of education." — 27. S. Gaz. 

" The best books fi>r children we ever saw, of their kind."— JkuKs/ yi^ 
UonalMctffatine. 

**The best series of toy-books erer published in this country or Eiv 
fOpeJ'—BotUm Daily FosL 

** They afford tnsteuotion where it was nerer yet afliDxded."— BoiftMi 
Voay Mail. 

" Interspersed with such sound morality, that they may be read with- 
out danger to the tenderest mind." — Bot. Adv. 

" Thiy leave but little room for improvement."^ — Riehmcnd Standard. 

*' We have never seen any thing of the kind better adapted to capti- 
rate young children. The best Juvenile publication out."— iVew Yar* 
Obmiurcial AdoarUter, 





ELEGANT JUVENILE BOOKS. 

fkaiMS In FoMiga Liuids ;— Or, a Ti«w of some of tii« 

most remarkable Wonders of TraveL An interesting and instruetlTa 

book. Numerous Engratinfi. Itaia cloth giIt-^0 oenti. 
A Peep at tbe Mmeam ; — Wherein are exhibited Curiofli- 

Ues from the Earth, the Sea, and the Air. NnmflioaB beautifU 

BngraTings. IfSmo. cloth gilt.— -60 cents. 
The Werld and its wonders;— Or, a Peep into the Woxks 

of Nature and Art. Numerous EngraTings. IQmo.— 60 cents. 
Glimpses of the Wonderral:— A Series of Instructire 

Sketehes for the Young. Numerous EngraTings. lteu>.r-<50 oentiL 
Stories for my Young- nrfends.— By T. S. Arthur, with 

eight beautiftil Engrayings. lOmo. cloth gilt — 50 cents. 
Tom Thnmb. — The Life and Adventures of Tom Tliimih^ 

irith 16 fine BngraYtogs. Idmo. cloth gilt. — 60 cents. 
BBEy Consins in lHraine.->A Story for Young People. By 

W. y. Moore. Numerous Engrarings. lOmo. cloth gilt — 60 oenis. 
Pippie's Warning ;->0r, Mind your Temper. By Catharine 

(>ome. Handsomely Illustrated. 16mo. doth |^t~60 cents. 
Cecil and his Oog;— Or, The Little Robinson of Paris. A 

Tale ft>r Youth. Eight Engrayings. 16mo. cloth gilt — 60 cents. 
laoving Ballad of Mrd Bateman.— With humoroes 

colored Plates by Cruikshank. Idmo. half morocoa— 60 cents. 

Stories of the American Revolntion.~And Sketches of 

the Oreat 'Brave. Just published. An elegant book for Youth, beai^ 

tifUIly illuBtrated. 16mo. cloth gilt— ^ cents. 

Stories of the Wars of 1812 and with BBezicor^ 

To match the aboTC. Just published. lOma doth gilt— 60 cents. 
Robinson Cmsoe. — The Life and Adventures of Rohinsoa 

Crusoe, who lived 28 years on an uninhaUted Island, withan Acooual 

of his Deliverance. With 8 plates. 18mo. cloth gilt — 50 cents. 
Fanny Dale. — Or, a Year after Marriage. By T. S., Arfbns. 

18mo. doth gilt-^O cents. 
The Lady at Homej — Or, Leaves from the Every Day 

Book of American Women. By T. 8. Arthur. 18ma o]oth^~-60 enm, 
The Young Music Teacher,— And other Tales. By T. S. 

Arthur. 16mo. doth giIt.F-.60 cents. 

Blizabeth ;— Or, the Sxiles of Siheria. A Tale, founded on 
Facts. By Madam Cotthu 18mo. doth gUt^-60. 

Paul and Virginia.— F nm n the French of Bemardine de 
St Pierre. Illustrated with Bmbgravings. ISmo. doth.— M cents. 

Tales of Humor ; — A Scrap Book of Stories of Wit, intef- 
.eating Table*, and Authentic Anecdotes. 18mo. doth gilt— M cents. 

Tales tot Winter Nights;— A Choice Collection of Ad- 
ventures, HarTelious Stories, Ac., Ac. ISmo. doth.-— 50 cents. 

Bvery Bodys' Book; — Or, the Marvellous Repository. Coa» 
taininpr Biegraphy^iJes, Essays, Ac, Ac 18mo. doui. — 00 cents. 

The Fireside jSook; — A Series of Entertaining Tales o€ 
Mannerc, Customs, the Marvellous, Ac 18mo. dothw — 60 cents. 

Cottage Tales; — Or, the Entertaining Bepository ^ Me- 
tfie, Witehoraft, Tales of Terror, Marvellous Adventures, Ac, Xt. One 
large ISmo. volume of nearly 900 pages, roan binding.— $1.00. 

The American Joe BtiUerr-Or, the Jesters' Own Bool* 

ISmoL doth gilt— ^ cents. 



TIm OblUnn of the Abl^y.— A Tale. By K«^la Ma- 
ria Roehe. Three rolumes in one, 82mo. loan tduding, with PlAteSd— 
, 75 cents. 

The Scottish Chlefil.— By Miss, Jane Porter, Author of 
ThaddeoB of Warsaw, Ac. Three Tolumes in one, 32mo, roan fatai^ 
ing, to match «< Children of the Abhey." With Plates^— 75 centP* 

The Romance of the Forest.— By Mrs. Radcliflfe. Tw* 
Tols. in one, 32mo. roan binding, to match " Children of the Abbej." 
SOcents.. * 

Rinaldo Rinaldini.— Oaptain of Banditti. Three rolumes 
in one, 32mo. roan binding, to match *< Children of the Abbey." 75 els. 

Bohinson CSrusoe. — Twoyolumes in one. 32mo. with plates, 
roan binding, to match " Children of the Abbej."-~7S cents. 

Oil Bias.— The Adventures of Gil Bias, of Santillane. Trans- 
lated from the French of Monidenr Le Sage. By Tobias Smdlet, M.D. 
To which is prefixed, a I<ife of the Author. Pour Tolumes in one* 
82mo.plate^ binding to match ** Children of the Abbey.** 75 cents. 

Don Qnizotte.— The Life and Exploits of Bon Quixotte de 
la Mancha. Translated fh>m the Spanish of Cervantes. By Charlei 
Jarres. Four volumes in one, 82iBOb with plates, roan binding, t* 
match « Children of the Abbey ."—76 cents. 

The IKEvBteries of Udolpho.— A Romance. By Mrs. Rad- 
elifliB. Three volumes in one, 32mo. roam binding, to match ** Chil> 
dien of the AbW.'*— 76 cents. 

The Arahian llLrhts. — Consisting of One Thousand and One 
Stories told by the Sultaness of the Indies, to divert the Sultan from 
the ez<Hsution of a bloody vow he had made, to marry a Lady every 
day, and have her put to death next morning, to avenge himself ftx 
the disloyalty of his first Sultaness. Embellished with 70 engravings. 
Two volumes in one, 82mo. roan binding, to match ** Children of ue 
Abbey.**— 75 cents. 

Foter Wittnits.— The Life and Adyentures of Peter Wil* 
kins, eontaining an Account of his Visit to the Flying Zdaaders. S2mo, 
roan gilt. — ^26 cents. 

Thinks-Mo-BIyiolf— A Serio-Lndiero, Tragioo-Comie* 

Tale. Two volumes in one, 82mo. roan gilt— 26 cents. 
The Old Bnglish Bareii.--By Gl^ra Beeves. 18mo. cloth 

gilt— 60 cents. , 

The Man of FetflBf* — ^By Hemy Maokensie. 18mo. olotti 

gilt— 60 cents. 
Tho Castle of Otvaato.— By Horace Walpole. 18mo. doth 

gilt— 60 cents. ^ 

Oharlotto Temple.— -By mk Bowson. 18mo. boardi.^— 

12>^ cents. 
Lucy Temple. — A Sequel to " Charlotte Temple." By Mrs. 

Rowson. 18ma boards.— l2}^ eents« 
Pamela ; — Or, Virtue Rewarded. By S. Bichardson. ISme^ 

boards.— 18^ eents. 

The Sailor B07, anA other Tales.— A beautiful littl« 

storybook. Square 16mo. With illustrations. Cloth, gilt, 40 ets. 
Jaek Lawrence |— Or, the Adventores of a Cabin Boy. 18mo. 

bouds.— 12^ cents. 
The Lang-hills' Philosopher;— Or, Fnn, Hum#rj^ and Wit 

18mo. boazds.>-12^ cents. 
Bocns Poevs;— >0r, the Whole Art of Legerdamahi; f 
Slight of Hand Xzplained. 18mo. boaxds/— 12>| eeufeik ' 



MARRYATT'S NOVELS. 

Tho most readable edition published; each work being complete in 
handsome 24mo. Tolome, bound in neat enAossed morocco, gilt. Tbe 
series comprises 

Frank lHlldmay ; — Or, the Naval Officer, 50 cent& 

The Pacha of Many Taleg.— 50 centa. 

Sna rLy ow ; — Or, the Dog Fiend, 50 cents. 

The Smg'*8 Owii.~50 cents. 

Japhet in Search of a Father. — 50 cents. 

Jacob Faithi%d;~Or, the Adrentores of a Waterman, 50 ota. 

Ratlin the Reeftr. — 50 cents. 

Peter Stimple i^Or, the Adrentares of a Midshipman, 50 cti. 

midshipman Eaiy. — 50 cents. 

Newton Fonter ; — Or, the Mercliant Serrice, 50 cents. 

BULWER'S NOVELS. 

The best edition published ; each work being oomplete in one handsoma 
24mo. volume, bound in neat embossed moroooo, gilt, to match ** Mar> 
ryatt's Novels.'* The series oomprises 

The ^Disowned.— 50 cents. 

The Last Days of PompelL — 50 cents. 

Bacene Aram. — 50 cents. 

Deverenx* — 50 cents. 

The Student and Falkland.— 50 cents. 

Pelhanu— 50 cents. 

Riensi — 50 cents. 

Panl Clifford. — 50 cents. 

VALUABLE SCHOOL BOOKS. 

White's Elements of Universal Historyt— With Addi- 
tions snd Questions. By John S. Hart 12mo. Arabesque baeks. 
Pnblic School Singinir BooiE.>>By A. F. Cox, 32iiAi. 
« boards. 

Oolbnm's Introduction to Algehva.--12mo. sheep. Maoh 

improved edition. 

REnrray's Bn^rlish Reader— 12mo. sheep. 
Murray's Introdnction.-^lfoio. boards.' 
Pelton's Sey to the Ontlfli Maps. 
Naylor's Ouiemonics ^-Or, the New System of Teaching 
Geography, by the use of Pelton's Outline Maps. 

The History of Ancient and IKIodem Oreece.— Edited 

by John Frost, L.L. D. Sheep. 

Polll>ck'8 Coarse of Time. — 24mo. half bound. 
Tonne's Niflcht Thongrhts. — 24mo. half bound. 
Selley's New Juvenile Primer. 
Testament. — ISmo. sheep. A good Bchool edition. 

lobbett's French Grammar.— 18mo. oloth. 

»bbett's BngBah Grammar. — 18mo. cloth. 

. loksellers, Country M«rcfa*nts, «nd TeacheHi'irill be AmidMft 
^\^ pxieas. 



